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The olook ahowed "five bell•" .md an hour had b°One, 
\":httn the-; learned that at seven, C;.rnarvan oane on. 
They g�v� a quiok glano• �t the cloak on th• wall,
And asked 1f I thou,sht w• o ould he:ar them at all. 

VltJ hastenod up ataira w11ere the outfit waa laid, 
And I a.,iw the reooiver that Pickard had made. 
Th:at ona single audion looked very atrange, 
!;ut I .found the recoiver was L� tho right range. 

Just before aeven bella, and aurpriaing to me, 
I aud1enly hc�rd tna loud teat of a "V". 
l sat thera 1n ailenoe, and I didn't apeak;
Carnarvan at Belmar, waa al vmys 10 weak.

I tilted the Baldwine just baok of eaoh ear,

And I notiaed that Fabbri &nd Cole oould both hear. 
J. apaoe mid a break aignal follov,�d I gueaa,
When, olear aa a bell, he sent "Camanan Pre••"•

A "lid,. oould have oopied a a ignal ao atrong, 
And I wrote it �l down aa he went along. 
This station at B4'lmar. I aeem to reoall, 
They seldom 1! ever oould aopy at all. 

Both Fabbri and Cole showed m intereat when, 
I told them five thirty we oovered "YJI". 
I told them the aohedulea they wanted t o  know a 
"POZ" and "UA", and the {1Ne:P,v'" IDO". 

�oP F/lom 
I found that the Ii _-:gnal■ were batter by tar, 
Than anything possible down at Belmar. 
But Taylor forbi d ua to touoh any set, 
If the not• drifted out, the re waa nothing to get. 

JJr • .£1abbri beoamo 4uit• •xo1ted I gae-s1, 
.And aent a report to our own DCS. 
But it waan't ao eRay as all that my friend, 
We h_ad other problema with Yil ioh to oantend. 

We never aus/pected what T�lor would do, 
But we found out preoiaely before we were through. 
Between Daniela and Taylor. they both made a vow, 
By fair meana or foul, to def•at ua somehow. 

c We s�nt 1n the most of t he copy by tar,
But Taylor ins lated it oame from �lmar. 
I'll never forget all the p'!,_in ! that they took, 
.And resorted to every o.aran triok in the book. 

And th�ylor played the be1t oard that he oould­
Beoomnended the plaoe be abandoned tor good! 
I'll n•T•r forget how the bo■a loolatd at••! 
H• • tooci there tran1t1xe4, Ju■t •• mad as oould be. 

(!) 

Society of Wireless Pioneers - California Historical Radio Society



.... .. 

I" 

• :·-ir?: -· !;·;::�· 
_-,t· .. _:, 
. j�f.• .. ,.. 

H• 1toot1 Wlere 1n ■1.lan.oe md o.i.1J101l.ft<J. l11■ 1'1at• tighter, 
It wa■ then that I l�amed that thi■ man wa1 a tighter, 
H• told me to oopy aa much aa I could. 
I told him h& knew that I oe rtainly would • 

. He atarted tor Wa■hington that very night, 
Determined to put up a regular fight. 
H� telephon�·i me, when a f•w d· .. y, h,Qd gone, 
That thay had agrHd that tl» teat ahould go an. 

Thia waa th• oruoial battle he won, 
.And that was when Otter Cliffs really b•gun. 
1! Taylor had won, you oan take it from me, 
There never would been any oall ''NBD" l 

Thlnga happened taat. We were never aware, 
T�ey promptly oloaed Chatham, kloked Taylor "up 1ta1r"• 
Someone got wia• ww.t a m�•• it had been. 
From Chatham mid Belmar we got aome good men. 

From all of thia m••• it waa quite a rellet. 
We oould now go ahead, and l waa made Chief'. 
Th•y built room• tor traffio, enlarged tha mtaa hall, 
And remoted. the apark o·nr � at sea Wall. 

Thay built two large barraoka, and got aome Jd.arlnea. 
Th• abaoka in the field had the Hoxie machine■• 
Bill Wood• and hia orew kept th• ••t• worklzj.g right, 
And th• "Spark" Qlld "Aro" orewa kept it up day and night. 

How pleaaant it ls for ua all to reoall, 
• Suoh men aa Ralph Elliott, Dutton md Ball.
And siutter and Newmark, Fl"Qnlc Seiler and Bat•••
And the tight• that we had with J.Iarin1g at the satH.

And Chift MoElaney, \\ho diahed out the ahow,
• And JiII?ey ltgs Grime,a, whom we all reo�dl now. -.. _- , "�,..� 

. • O'Connor and Swanson, who led th• J.larinH;
Tba ahip' • oook, Mike Early, who oooked 1uoh good beana • 

Al. St.evena and liaddookl, th• Davia boya too, 
And Chi1holm and Hovenden of th• f1rat orew. 
Jim East and Fred Meinholtz; yes, we knew them all, 
And the "Morse" men we had� were right on the ball. 

John Steele and Harper, and Brue•, ao they aay, 
-wa:fnventod the RhombiG Antonna one day; 
And Prootor and Curtia, Pfieffer and Cole, 
Th• Warrant■ WI had - and - ol,, Oh my soul' 

Dear old Captain Traoy, in memory figur••• 
Who firat went to Ha in tl» daya of square riggera. 
Mr. Berry and lJarahall, who ran the ahip' • • tore, 
.And Kumpel the Yoeman, and 10 maey more. 
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Jaok Miller indeed waa a mu1ioal ou:i, 
Who got up the band Just to •ntertain ua. 
At &l. l the churoh aerviou he took hh p�o•• 
And played all tho hymns with a !Mak r,:,ll!ng baif. 

� . ' And Old Dooto r l!Orriaon, th• two-, trirA UD,
The maaaaooka who permanently worked the KP, 
The old Denby truok1 that went so damn alow; 
You were •tuok. in a• little a, one ln0h of ,mow. 

You all mu�t rooall th• old maaoot airdale. 
We all Qlit.lled him "Ulooa", he ha<l. a I hort tail. 
He oertain1y Wli4■ a mest aeagoing dog, 
I �n atill ae• him trying to reaoue a logt 

There wa■ Maointosh, Kendoriok, Carrol',l mid ltorH, 
All there in the offio• to wait on the boaa.
With all thia aotivity, myone might, 
Imnagin• the letter• that h• had to write. 

Th• thousand& ot meuaee• handled on apark; 
A�"'

The m1ll1ona of word• that we oopied on art,. 
Th• t otal amount there 1a no way of lmowing, 
But 1t took a big orew Juat to keep it all going. 

Eaoh watoh had ita ohief for the eight-hour triok. 
Th• Uorso men we had were the beat you could piok. 
With work ot thia kind it also require■, 
To b•�•
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, With all o t hia work am d t he hundi-.da of men, 
• Ther• never will be auoh a aet-up again •

. Eleotronio progreu reveala that it mt.;na,
In1tead or the man, it i■ dono \Yi th maahinH. 

1.1>-u:.-�By 1he end of tho war we hatJg�rown to /�ob 1ize, 
The "big bran" in Washingtof _all had",se-t vrlH. -- . 
They barned what a marvelo� Job had been done, 
And a whole lot waa ,aid to oomnend everyone. 

We all \Vere delighted when we mard t he  bo11,
w�s honorod oy \-:('!il.rinr, th� t:r�P.t Navy Croa!I. 
The President sent him a citation too, 
In full recognition of what Lile'd been through. 

And 110, on t.hia dny, just ua few who romain, 
Have gathered, roo�llin6 those old daya ag�in. 
It'a forty five ye.;i.ra ainoo he paued onfe"and yet­
Aa long as we liTe, we will never forget. 
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Bill Breniman: 

S Harbor, 
November 15, 1985 

Fred Grindle, SOWP 3295 SGP, gave me this poem Xerox yesterday 
for QSP to you in case you'd like to publish it with other 
Radio NBD documentation. It is NOT copyrighted. Hit 
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