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Mr. Bill Brenlman r

Society Of Wireless Pioneers 
P .o. Box 530 
s�nta Rosa, CA 95L�02

Dear Bill: 

SOWP TA-56 / N6SE 
Williams. Cronan III/Bill 

Although I addrf'?ss this letter to you, consider it an "open" letter 
to whomever may have an intere�t in reading it, and who may enJoy look­
ing at the photographs of (what I call) my "WWII Era Amateur Radio 
Station". Also enclosed is a bit of fresh caulking to plug some of the 
minor leaks, part of which may be used to return the photographs (only) 
t&- the SOWP considers them to be "improper material no

The Radio Boom measures 14 x 16 feet, plus an off-set clos�t full 
of spare tubeB and parts necessary to maintain operations. Two other 
locations within the house are used to store more tubes and parts, not 
only for maintenance, but also for construction project■• 

Since I was in the Navy during WWII, most of my collection is of 
that er�, and I •m sure that many of the SOWP memberR who operated this 
•pparatus during their Ns.vy career would enjoy seeing some of that fine
old equipment again.

The "heart" of this station is the Model TCK-7 transmitter and the 
Model RBC-1 receiver. They are my favorite amateur bands CW equipments. 
(Incidently, there is no voice operation at this station). The main
antenna hEtppens to be a relatively modern "Skeleton Cone", fed by 136 ft 
of 550 ohm open wire transmission line. This antenna replaced an End 
Fed 80 meter Zepp, in order to obtain a more omni-directional antenna.

I do a lot of listening on mf a.nd lf, from 15·to 520 Kc, utilizing 
one or more Models BAK, RBL, RAZ or RCH receivers. Navy shipboard 
loudspeakers are mount�d/bolted to the north and west bulkheAds. The 
normal mf/lf antenna i� a 108 ft wire, tuned to the listening frequency 
by means of the applicable BuShips wire antenna tuner. Generally, to 
prevent inter-receiver interference, separate •ntennas are used when 
listening with two receivers {a must in order to hear both the ehip 
and the shore station). 

With the assistance of a couple of friends, I have compiled a c�rd 
file of numerous coastal stations and RN beacons. As I pick the beacons 
out of the QRN, I check them off as to date and time. 

North and South America coastal stations are not much of a problem 
to hear on mf (IJ.00 to 500 Kc); the "DX" coastal stations are a good 
challenge, such as DZG/radio Manila. 

Of intere8t to the old Merchant Marine radio Op's are my two Mackay 
Marine type 3007-A receivers, and a Scott Marine model SLRM. Oh, yes, 
I do a lot of listening on the hf marine cw band�, but find more of a 
listening challenge on mf/lf. Sorry, but I do not (yet) have any 
marine transmitters, such as the RMCA model ET-8010 (mf) or ET-8019 
(hf). However, I am "still looking". 

ANYWAY, the photographs with their note-sheets are rather self­
explanatory, and I hope that someone (besides me) will have some 
pleasure looking at them. 

Thank you for reading this. 




