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PLEASE COMPLETE 
-

AMATEUR ACTIVITIES ? Ill 

Your first call 
11x:f.ll• 

Date ? 1904-. PRESENT CALL
-

SINCE FCY's 

! 
-

Do you wish to join the Society's C. \'l. NET ? If "YES" we will have c.o.

send you operating details and keep you poste� on activities of the WP C�1 TIET. 

II ORGANIZATIONS YOU BELONG TO ? ( PLEASE CHECK ) SEE ATTACHMENTS 

AHRL. OOTC. QCWA? _ERC. VWOA. IEEE. AFC.:EA. IRE 
- - - - - --

AWA. DeF. P. (X)URTA. MTC. _ROU. ARA. _ACA. 
- - - - -

I 

MARS. r!CAIIB. SARO. OTHER? (List) -- --- � -

PARTICIPATION 

Would you hold a Chapter or National Office in the SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 
if nominated ? • If "YES" what type of activity would you enjoy most?

1,- Organizing; _ Records; _ Secretary; Treas. __ Correspondent. 

il � 
-- -

Editing Society Publications. c.w. Net (Operations); Awards. 
ii - - -

Historian. Book Reviews (Subject) Promotion 
- -

n 1-lembershi p; Travel Program. Entertainment. OTHER. 
u - - - �� 

'i'I 

RECORDS & HISTORICAL DATA. 

Do you have pictures of early wireless installations, stations, ships, etc., that 
II you would either loan or donate to the Society? If so would you please catalo-

gue, if not too much work, particularly names of ships and installations which we 
might call for in covering various stories ? (Use 81/:?x:1111 sheets if necessary). 

I 

Do you have any books on communications (wireless and radio) plus early day 
catalogues you would donate or loan the Society? Do you have nautical books 
including old files of magazines, articles on ships e-tc., you would donate or 
make available for loan to the Society? (Kinl.y list) 

lb 
D 

� L 

(Use extra pages as necessary) 

Would you undertake SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS for PORTS o• CALL? What subject would 

LI 
you like to write about ? _ Can you cartoon or draw (illustrate) for us ? 

Can you furnish current addresses of those who you think qualify for membership ID 

but do not find on the Society's roster ? May we use your name as sponsors ? I 
NA!-IE STREET CITY STATE ZIP 111

--
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ADD SHEETS AS NECESSARY. WE TrIANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORT. 



LLOYD ESPENSCHIED 

99 82� ROAD (NEWBOLD PLACE) 

KEw GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415 
25 October 1969

Mro Frank Geisel 
2816 Tice Creek Dr. 6
Walnut Creek, Califo 94595

Dear Mr. Geisel: 

The warm invitation extended by you, and also by 

Mr. Edward Bo SteTene, to join the Society of Wireless Pioneers, I 

do appreciate. At the same time, I am embarresaed by having to decline. 

I really am too damned old to join an a4sitional society: I should 

"die on your ha.nds" as has my dear old associate Haraden Fratto One 

other from whom I received an invitation, some time ago, is our old 

associate Lewis Clement. Fortunately, he seems destined to last some 

time longer! 

Thank you for the stamp reimbursemento I appreciate 

receiTing the "Roster 4 Directory 1969" of your Societyo Have gone 

through it with much interest; not many tha.t I knew, but a lively 

bunchJ May you continue to effervesce from the spark days down through 

those of the vacuum tubeo 

You have mentioned my first job as a wireless telego

opro, on the old SoSo Manhattan, 19070 To complete the picture of my 

operating days, I append a liit of "Ships On Which I Sailed As "Sparks;� 

in 1907-1909. Some of these "lev\thans" 

�older members of the Society. 

'l'j...✓11 

may have been familiar to __1.----, 

With best of wishes to you and Mr o Stevens, 

Copy to Mro Stevens 

Sincerely, 

• c{ �,£;.1 
d Espenschied 

En.Clo L. 
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Biographical Sketch of 

LLOYD ESPENSCHIED 

99 82'!!' ROAD (NEWBOLD PLACE) 

Kll:w GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415 

15 November 1969 

1 0 Born St.Louis, Moo,1889 April 27, son of Fred Fo Eo and Clara M. 
Espenscheid (maiden name). 

2. Educated public schools of St.Louis and Brooklyn, N.Yo whence he
removed 1901 Dec. First electrical 1.nspiration at Boy•s High School,
Electrical Club (out of hours), and Children's Museum, Brooklyno

3 0 Started own attic shop and wireless station 1904 at grandfather's
home, 1369 Dean St., Brooklyn, N.Yo Continued wireless experimentat­
ion and operation until becoming shipboard wireless operator�
1907, Mayo

4 0 Summers 1907 and 1908, Fall 1909, shipboard wireless telegraph
operator for United Wireless Teleg. Co. aboard a succession of ships,
sailing out of New York City.

5 0 Attended Pratt Institute, Apptied Electricity course 1907-1909 0

Received homorary D.Sco degree 1957.

6. 1909-1910 an assistant engineer with Telefunken Wireless Telegraph
Co. of America in New York City. Installed new quenched spark sets
for Navy and Army.

in 1954, 
7. 1910 until retirement/ with Bell System:

1910-1934 A.T o&.ToCo., Engineering Depto,doing research and 
development work, first on loading coils, then on high frequency 
electronic carrier telephony and radio telephony. Many inventions 
including radio altimeter (forerunner of radar); network broad­
casting;-wide-band coaxial cable (co-imventor with H oA.Affel). 

1934 to 1954 (retirement), transferred to Bell Telephone Labor­
atories, Inc. New York City. 

80 Pa.rticipated in a number of international conferences on electric 
communications. Traveled extensively. 
Did the receiving at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, during the 1915 trans­
oceanic wireless telephone tests,- the first such. 
A total of 130 U.So Patents; some 40 teehnical papers published. 
��ar:tlir Charter member of Wireless Institute and the succeeding I.R.E,1 becoming Fellow of IRH and of AIEE, now IEEE. Member of several 
Science societies. 

Awards: IRE Medal of Honor 1940; e 
AIEE "best paper" co-award for Coaxial Bable paper, 1935; 
Television Broadcasters Ass•n Medal, 1944; 
Radio Pioneers Citation, 1954; 
Pioneer Award for Radio Altimeter by IEEE Aerospace and 
Electronic Systems Group, 19670 

Married Ethel F. Lovejoy at Cheshire, Masso,1912 April ?9;
Children:�. Lloyd Jr. of Forest Hills, L.Io, NoYo,- two children; 

�.carol, Mrs. Wendell L. Rehm, of Shrewsbury, NoJ.,­
two children. 

I- ( £,
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LLOYD 

ESPENSCHIED 

Lloyd Espenscl1il'rl. one of the Lab­
oratories' most· prolific inventors, has 
pioneered in the development of both 
wire and radio comrn11nieations sys­
tems dmi11g his 44 years with the 
Bell Svstcm. Credited with more than 
100 riatents, he is usually identified 
with the development of the coaxial 
cable system, one of the major meth­
ods of transcontinental telephone and 
television transmission. He and H. A. 
Affel invented this svstem in 1929 
\\'hen he had charge of early work on 
carrier systems at A. T. & T. 

In 1931 Mr. Espenschied invented 
the first filter circuit. using a crystal 
element instead of the usual coil and 
condenser resonators. These units are 
now widelv used in coaxial and other 
broad-bane! carrier systems. • ,.. He is also llie invc;itor of the radio

'.: altimeter, whose application to aerial 
navjgatinn was first demonstrated in 
1938, and which foreshadowed the 

•-4' development of radar. 
An amateur radio operator in his 

,·outh, he worked summers for the 
United Wireless Telegraph Company 
\\'hile earning his degree in applied 
electricity from Pratt Institute. He 
joined the A. T. & T. in 1910, soon 
after graduation, and came to West 
Street in the Hl34 consolidation. 

The author of numerous technical 
papers, Mr. Espenschied has also 
taken part in many national and in­
ternational conferences on electrical 
communications. In 1935 he was co­
receiver of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers award for the 
best paper on research and develop­
ment. In 1940 h,e won the I.R.E.'s_ 

22 

. I 

I 

I 

• I 

Medal of I lrmor, and in I D44 he re­
ceivl'd the first annual award of the 
Television Broadcasting Association 
for tccl111ical pioneering in television. 

I le is a fellow of the A. I.E.E. ancl 
of the I. Tl .E., and a member of the 
Institute of Acrona111ical Scil'nce the 
Ph�1sical Society, and the Ame;·ican 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. 

Mr. Espenschied's principal avoca­
tion for many years has been the study 
of histories-electrical history, the his­
tory of immigration from the Old 
World to the New, aml the geneology 

1i_f_ l_1is own fon1_ilv. Thrn�gb_ his inter� 
est in electrical history, he has col­
lectf'd a librarv of nearly 1000 tech-

, nfcal books dating back to the rnid­
rsorr:�. 

ter his retirement, Mr. Espen­
. schied expects to do some consulting 
i work and writing on electrical history. • The Espenschieds are residents 
Kew Gardens, N. Y. and have 
manied children, Lloyd, Jr., 
Carol, and four 

"WHo's 

Reprinted from 

WHO IN ENGINF.ERING" 

6th edition-1948 

SSPENSCHIED, Lloyd, Cons. Engr., Bell Te 
Labs., 463 West St., N. Y. C.; res. 82nd Roa 
Kew Gardens, L. I., N. Y. 

ngr.; b. St. Louis, Mo., Apr. 27
1 

1889; s. Fr 
_ and Clara M. Espenschied; ean. Pratt Inst 
rooklro, N. Y.; m. Cheshire, Mau., Apr. 29, 1912 
th�I -,.. Lovejoy; ch.: Lloyd Jr., Carol. Radi 

_,,.ateur, and oper. during_ summers 190S-19091 
Asst. Engr., Telefunken Wireless Tel. Co., 190 
1910; En&r. Staff, A. T. & T., Bell Tel. Labs 
1910; active in devel. of new arts of radiotelephon, 
and carrier current wire telephony and telegraphy 
Cons., Bell Tel. Lab�., to date. C-receiver of A. 
E. E. 193S Award for best par.er on research a 

eve!.; 1940 Medal of Honor, . R. E. Holds ov 
100 pats. Author: many tech. papers: Participa 
in internat. confs. on elec. communs. Mem. F 
A. I. -E. E., I .. R. E.; mem. Inst. Aeronaut. Sci., 

. A. A. S., Am. Geo . Soc. Active in Civic and 
S. A. wk. la--• .a--•·<>cean 
-
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LLOYD ESPENSCHIED 

99 82�..!.' ROAD (NEWBOLD PLACE) 
KEw GARDENS, NEw YORK 11415 

14 November 1969 

Mr o Frank Geise.¥2816 Tice Creek Dro #6; Socie�y of Wireless Pioneersi 
Walnut Creek, Califo 94595 

Dear Frank: 

As you see from this messy beginning, I'rn too damn old to 
enter into the activities of any additional society. However, you 
have so mallified me as to cause me to think perhaps I should join 
up to pa.ss along my experienceo So, consider me "in"; I enclose the 
$50 00 dues, if that's the amount. But please do not expect me to 
participate in any of your events; I definitely am too old for that. 

You ask what I did after being with Telefunken 1909-lOo 
The a.nswer is given in a little biographical sketch I've ma.de and 
enclose. You will find me registered in the IEEE Year Book. 

Yes, the old wooden tub Sos.Manhattan on which I sta.rted 
in 1907 was quite a. different animal than the ice-breaker that 
recently conquered the North-Wast Passage. That was quite a feat; 
nothing like oil to smooth the wayl I enclose a sheet from the N.Y. 
Times of 11 November which hails the arriTe.l in New York of the 
modern S o S oManhattan; also the corresponding sheet of 12 Nov. con­
firming her arrival. Note the tribute to her radioo 

Thank you for your last missive, the Rossmoor Leisure 
World illustrated folder, located also at Walnut Creek, Califo 
A very attractive-looking place. So it represents some of the Dollar 
Line Steamship moneyJ Auroprlate enough as a wireless meeting placeo 

Come to think of it,- I have a photo, which I enclose, 
of myself a.s wireless opera.tor on the SoSoBermudian, 1907, taken 
alongside the wireless cabin on the upper decko She was a trim ship. 
Upon arrival in Bermuda, l fauna the local newspsper there oarr1ed
practicall no US e Br· ew . So, I sat down 
a e t e O PM Press from the Cape Cod station of the Marconi 
Coo ( old "CC") o handed it into to the newspaper office. We sailed 
and I never knew if they printed it. But next trip, a.t Hamilton I

was met by a Marshall, who took me before some tribunalo I had violate� 
the "law of the land''; the only news allowed was that received via 
the British cable. I knew not the law, naturally, ens was let off; 
but I did tell them that they were missing something that was in the 
air overhead, something that .American tourists would likeo Again we 
sailed and knew naught thereafterJ Wireless W&.s free in those days, 
but not the international barrieriers! 

Encl: Icheck 
newspaper sheets 
biogo sketches 
photo, all of which you may keepo 

Cordiall , 

ff�e, 



't'. • • SHIPS ON -I SAILED AS "SPARKSTI' -

Wireless Teleeraph Operator, United Wireless Teleeraph 
.. {i/t� Co

� 

Summor 1907 Call Letters 

l •. _S.S.l\'!anhattan, Maine SoS.Co., N.Y. to Por"cle.nd, :Me.,
a creaky old wooden ship, laden with bed bu8s; 
sister ship to tho newer North Star. Several trips. 

·: -�. S.S. Orinoco, Royal Mail·Stea.1:1 Packet Co., NoY. to-·
Kineston, Jamaica; Colon, Canal Zone; Porto Coltunbia, 
port for Barranquilla,-where I was obliGed to get off 
and await a return ship from Southhampton, Eneland, 
that.had sailed without an operator, namely the 

• 3. s�s. Atrata, sailing via Cartagena & Colon, to N.Y.

. 74. , 
s.s. Prcncess Ann, Old Dominion Line, N.Y. to Old Point
Comfort and Norfolk, Va. Two trips before resuming 
school, at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn. 

• J' M

RN 0 

RMA 

0 B 

• SUlmner l908

5. S.S. Bernudian, Q,uebec· s.s.co., N.Y. to Hamilton,
Bermuda and back; a ferry; three trips.

6. S.S. M:erida 1 Ward Line. N�Y. to: Havana., Cuba; Pro­
gresso, Yucatan; ·vera Cruz, Mex. Tv10 trips�

?. s.s .. ·Adiron.dack, Peoples Line, {Hudson River Night 
Line, with no questions asked!). N.Y. to Albany. 
Several trips, then back to Pratt Institute.. 

Fall, 1909 

BA 

VI H 

XD 

8. S.S. Lampasas, Mallory·Line. N.Y. around Key West to AR 
Ta.mpa, Fla., to Mobile, Jua. T"ao trips, av1aiting job .,

During that Fall I was offered a job, ·which took effect beginning 
1910, with the Telefunken Wireless Telegraph Co. of America, being 
an assistant engineer located in the tovrer of the Trinity Building 

-. at 111 Broadway, N. Y. The free-and-easy days, of a wireless 
operator at sea before there ·vras any license requirement,·, were over! 

• 

-//.�Lloyd Espenschied,· � 
born St.Louis, Mo., 1889.

99·- 82nd Road·
Kew Gardens 15, N.Y. 



SHIPS ON WHICH I 

24 July 1963,tt/&;"l-­

SAILED AS "SPARKS",- 7 
Wireless Telegraph Operator, United Wireless Telegraph Co. 

Summer 1907 Call Letters 

1. S.S.Manhattan, Maine SoS.Co., N.Y. to Portland, Me., J M 
a creaky old wooden ship, laden with bed bugs;
sister ship to the newer North Star. Several trips.

2. S.S. Orinoco, Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., NoY. to -
Kingston, Jamaica; Colon, Canal Zone; Porto Columbia,
port for Barranquilla, where I was obliged to get off
and await a return ship from Southhampton, England,
that had sailed without an operator, namely the

J. S.S. Atrata, sailing via Cartaeena & Colon, to N.Y. 

s.s. Pr�noess Ann, Old Dominion Line, N.Y. to Old Point
Comfort and Norfolk, Va. Two tripa before resuming
school, at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn.

· Summer :i 908

R N  0 

RMA 

0 B 

5. s.s. Bermudian, Quebec s.s.co., N.Y. to Hamilton, B A 
Bermuda and back; a ferry; three trips.

6. s.s. Merida, Ward Line. N�Y. to: Havana, Cuba; Pro- W H 
gresso, Yucatan; ·vera Cruz, Mex. Tv,;o trips.

7. S.S.·Adirondack, Peoples Line, (Hudson River Night X D 
Line, with no questions asked%). N.Y. to Albany.
Several trips, then back to Pratt Institute.

Fall, 1909 

8. S.S. Lampasas, Mallory·Line. N.Y. around Key West to AR 
Tampa, Fla., to Mobile, Ala. Two trips, awaiting job.

During that Fall I was offered a job, which took effect beginning 
1910, with the Telefunken Wireless Telegraph Co. of America, being 
an assistant engineer located in the tower of the Trinity Building 
at 111 Broadway, N.Y. The free-and-easy days, of a wireless 
operator at sea before there was any license requirement.·, were overl 

-�!:<
Lloyd Espenschied,· � 
born St.Louis, Mo., 1889. 

99·- 82nd Road· 
Kew Gardens 15, N.Y. 




