651 Sinex Ave. Apt. J-114,
Pacific Grove,CA 93950
December 5, 1979

Mr. William A. Breniman, President,
Soclety 'of Wireless Ploneers, Inc.,
Santa Mpsa,Califomia

Dear Bill
Re 1 Lawis M. Clement S/SGP 153

Undoubtedly you will know far more than 1
about what follows, but I thought I'd send it along FYI.

ILast Saturday, December 1st, I had a telepnone
QSO via Mother Bell with Thom Mayes and was informed
that he had just received infoermation that Lew Clement
had passed on during the previous week.

In my paper "Trans-Pacific, Point to Polint,etc"

I somewhat briefly touched upon Lew's career which by the way

was done with his full knowlege and approvel. However, it
occurs to me that you may wish to say something about nim

in your own words in the upcoming Sparks IV and/or in some

other manner. And, to this end I em making available to
you some of the high lights of his outstanding career
as he gave them to me in an exchange of correspondence
over the past several yesars.

, I am sending a copy of this letter to Thom
Mayes FHI. I am sure he can fill you in on the Honors
and Awards bestowed upon Lew shpuld this be of interest
to SOWP. I do know that Lew and Tnom were friends of
long standing and that Thom 1s to file Lew's professinal
papers with the Bancroft Library at the University &f
Califomia.

BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY

A%

1
1 lexanser Selidl

NEW YEAR.,

b2

)

cc Thom Mayes

Societyof Wireless Pioneers CaliforniaHistorical Fadio Society



Re 1 Lewis M. Clement S/SGP 153 .

Before I became acquainted with Lew Clement he had spent
some Llme at see as a Immdlo operstor. His Tirst ship was

G.o. wpoksne GE/WGE 1911.

I first met him when he operated his amateur station at
his home near ILake Merritt, 1in Oakland, in about 1912. At
this time he was attending the University of Califomlia,
graduating with the Class of '14., He used the call SAG, then
6XC after amateurs were restricted to 200 meters and licensed.
(I was licensed 6QI) His transmitter was a straight gap
spark set which I believe had a rating of about 2 KW. It had
a good range and he was able to Q30 with stations in British
Columbia. In later years he operated WA3CKE, K3AA and K4UV.

Clement and Haraden Pratt(S/SGP 252 Deceased '69) jointly
wrote their graduation thesis on the subject of "The U.C.
Rmadio Iaboratory" after having bullt a 5 KW 500 cycle quenched
SpaTk transmitter and a receiver using a De Forest audlon.
They were able to copy Apla, 1ln Westem Samoa and Nauru, 1in
the central Paciflc, sending messages to Yap, in the Caroline
Islands, for retransmission by cable to Hamburg, Germany.

They were also able to iead Arlington,Virginia, Key West,
Florida and Guantsaomo Bay, Cubs.

The above activity on campus came to the attentlon of
the Marconl Wireless Telegraph Company with the result that
Clement was selected to go to Kahuku,O0ahu,T.H. and Pratt
was selected to go to Bolinas,Califoiriia where the compsny
was constructing stations to use 300 KW synchronous rotary
spark gap transmitters linking the US and Japan via the
Hawaijan Islands. Clement was at Kahuku from June 1914 to
January 1916 and then was posted to Bolinas,Califomia until
May 1916.

In 1916 Clement jolned the Westem Electric Co. where
he remalned until 1925. And, while witn this company he
noted two asgignments of special Interest to himself.

He was aboard the S$S.S. Leviathqz@n the so called "Million
Dollar Crulse” representing the Westem Electric Compaqyﬁho
had installed a 6 KW tube transmitter. On thils voyage the
radlo traffic was so heavy that Davlid Samoff, then President
of the RCA and travelling as a passenger, stood watch to
help move the traffic. Clement also did his stint at watch
standing.

Also in 1920 Clement was in charge of the installation
of the facilitles for the radio telephone toll circuit
linking the mainland with Avalon, on Catalina Island off
the southern coast of Califomila. At the onset this cilrcult
operated without privacy éequipment. In 1921 he presented a
paper at thne Institute of Radlo Engineers on thils particuler
installation.
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In 1925 he bec~me Chlef Engineer of FADA and remained
with this corporation until 1928,

In 1929 he became associated with the Kolster Radio
Corporation which was formerly the Federal Telegraph
Company of Palo, Alto, Califomila. By 1930, as a result
of a series of mergers; the Kolster Radio Corporation,
the Brandes Company, the McKay Telegraph Company, The
Postal Telegraph Company and the Commercial Cables group
had become a part of the Intemational Telephone and
Telegraph Company.

In 1931 and until 1935, Clement was headquartered
In Paris, France,as Chief Engineer of the IT & T interests
relating tn the manufacture of broadcast receivers and related
equipment in Engdand, France, Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Italy and Holland.

From 1935 and until 1940 he was Vice-President of
Research and Development for the RCA at Camden, New Jersey.

Then,from 1940 until retirement in 1960, he was Vice-
Presidfit of Research and Development at the Crosley Radilo
Corporation. During these years the corporation, in addition
to 1ts 1line of broadcast receivers, engaged in the development
and manufacture of the followlng electonic devices s Blind
Landing ILocallzer, Glide Slope Recelver, Search Feceliver,
the MK 14 Gun Sight and the Proximity Fuse.

Alexander Seidl
December 5th, 1979
Pacific Grove,CA

Lewis M. Clement, SGP-153
January 16, 1916





