
651 Sin x Ave. Apt. J-114, 
Pacific Grove-, CA 93950 
December 5, 1979 

Mr. William A. Bren1man, President, 
Society 'Of Wireless Pioneers.Inc., 
Santa Ibsa, Calif<nnia 

Dear Bill 1 

Re I Lewis M. Clement S/SGP 153 

Undoubtedly you will know far more than I 
about whet follows, but I thought I'd send it along FYI. 

Last Saturday, December 1st, I had a telephone 
SO via Mother Bell with Thom Mayes and was informed 

that he had just received info-:rmation that Lew Clement 
had pa sed on during the previous week. 

In my paper "Trans-Pacific, Point to Point,etc" 
I somewhat briefly touched upon Lew's career which by thP way 
was done with his full knowlege and approval. However, it 
o curs to me that you may wish to say something about him
in your own words in the upcoming Sparks IV and/or in some
other manner. And, to this end I am making available to
you Some of the high lights of his outstanding career
as he gave them to me in an exchange of correspondence
over the past several yea rs.

_ I am sending a copy of this letter to Thom 
Myes FHI. I am sure he can fill you in on the Honors 
and Awards bestowed upon Lew sh�uld this be of interest 
to SOWP, I do know that Lew and Thorn were fri.ends of 
long standing and that Thom 1s to file Lew's professinal 
papers with the Bancroft Library at the University &f 
Culifornia.. 

BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS A
N

D A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR. 

/ 1y 

lexanser Seidl 
/ 

/ 

cc Thom Mayes 

S
o

c
i

e
t

y
 o

f
 W

i
r

e
l

e
s

s
 P

i
o

n
e
e
r

s
 - 

C
a

l
i

f
o

r
n

i
a

 H
i

s
t

o
r

i
c

a
l

 R
a

d
i

o
 S

o
c

i
e
t

y



Re I L wis M. Clement S/SGF 153 . 

s 
Before I became acquainted with Lew Clement he had sp�t 

i 1 -, a s ea a a a.d o op . re.to r . • li 0 '"'i :' • t , l i 1 'c s 
• .:.;IC ci11 G"�/·. G"? 19 1 •

I first met him when he operated his amateur station at 
his home near Lake Merrittt, in Oakland, in about 1912. At 
this time he was attending the Uni vers 1 ty of California, 
gradua ting with the Class of '14. He used the call SAG, then 
6XC after amateurs were restricted to 200 meters and licensed. 
( I was licens 0d 6QI) His transmitter was a straight gap 
spark set which I believe had a rating of about 2 KW. It had 
a good range and he was able to QSO with stations in British 
Columbia. In later years he operated WAJCKE, KJAA and K4UV. 

Clement and Hare.den Pratt(S/SGP 252 Deceased •69) jointly 
wrote their graduation thesis on the subject of "The U.C. 
ledio Laboratory" after having built a. 5 KW 500 cycle quenched 
spB k transmitter and a receiver using a De Forest aud1on. 
They were able to copy Apia, in Western Samoa and Nauru, in 
the central Pijcific, sending messages to Yap, in the Caroline 
Islands,, for ret:re.nsm1ss1on by cable to Hamburg, Germany. 
They were also ab. e to l�ad Arl1ngton,V1rg1nia, Key West, 
Florida and Guantr.):1omo Bay, Cuba. 

The above act1v1tY on campus came to the attention of 
the Marconi Wi.reless Telegraph Company with the result th t 
Clement was selected to go to Kahuku,Oahu,T.H. and Pratt 
was selected to go to Bolinas, California where the company 
was constructing stations to use 300 KW synchronous :rotary 
spark gap transm1 tters linking the US and Japan via the 
Hawaii. an Islands. Clement was at Kahuku from June 1914 to 
January 1916 and then· was posted· to Boline•s, California until 
May 1916. 

In 1916 Clement joined the Westen1 Electric Co. where 
he remained until 1925. And, while witn this com� ... my he 
noted two s�lgnments of special interest to htmself. 

-

H was aboard th S.S. Leviathmbn th. so call d "Million 
Dollar Cruise" representing the Wes-iem Electtic Compan#ho 
had installed a 6 KW tube transmitter. On this voyage the 
radio traffic was so heavy that David Sarnoff, then President 
of th RCA nd travelling as a passenger, stood watch to 
help move th traffic, Clement .. also did his tint at watch 
standing. 

Also in 1920 Clemen , was in charge of the installation 
of the facilities for the radio tel phone toll ci cud.)t 
linking th_ rn inland with �valon, on Catalina Island off 
the south e rn coast of Ca 1 if o mi a . • t n e on s et th i s c 1 re u 1 t 
operated wi th,Jut privacy equipment. In-19· .1 he pres nte e.
paper at the Institute of it:ldio Englneers on this particular
inst llation.



page 2-Lewis M. Clement S/SGP 15J. 

In 1925 he becqme Chief Engineer of FADA and remained 
with this co:rporation until 1928. 

In 1929 he became associated with the Kolster Radio 
Corporation which was for!Ilerly the Federal Telegraph 
Company of Palo, Alto, California. By 19JO, as a. result 
of a series of mergers; the Kolster fedio Corporation, 
the Brandes Company, the McKay Telegraph Company, The 
Postal Telegraph Compa.ny and the Commercial Cables group 
had become a part of the International Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 

In 19J1 and until 1935, Clement was heRdquartered 
In Pa:ris, France,as Chief Engineer of the IT & T 1nte:rests 
relating t0 the manufacture of broadcast receivers and related 
equipment in Engiand, France, Germany, Austria, Hungary, 
Italy and Holland. 

From 1935 and until 1940 he was Vice-President of 
Research and Development for the RCA at Camde , New Jersey. 

Then,from 1940 until retirement in 1960, he was Vice
Presidtft of Research and Development. at the Crosley &dio 
Corporation. Durin?; these yeEJ.rs the co po ration, in ddition 
to its line of roadcast receivers, engaged in the evelopment 
end manufacture of the following electonic devices I Blind 
Landing Localizer, Glide Slope Receiver, Search Peceiver, 
the MK 14 Gun Sight end the Proximity Fuse. 

Alexander Seidl 
December 5th, 1979 
Pacific Grove, CA 

Lewis M. Clement, SGP-153
         January 16, 1916




