Leo J. Meyberg Company,
a Century Ago (1921) in San Francisco
By Bart Lee, K6VK, CHRS Fellow, AWA Fellow
The Leo J. Meyberg Company, established in 1909 in Sacramento,
and then in San Francisco, sold a huge amount of radio parts into the then
burgeoning radio fad as early as 1921. It also sold at least three “MYCO”
brand radios. It also broadcasted briefly. It enjoyed a handsome building into
the 1950s (see nearby).

Leo J. Meyberg Co. in 1950; SFPL Photo © Moulin Studios*
The Archives have acquired an original 1921 Meyberg sales Bulletin,
No. 1000. Keep in mind that it would take about $16 today to buy a 1921
dollar’s worth of something, including radio parts. The Bulletin appears
below. Note: a De Forest receiver still needing (expensive) coils and tubes
for $120 (= over $1900 today); a high-end rotary spark gap for $26.50 (=
$400+); a pair of Baldwin Type F earphones for $16.25 (= $260); and a
Westinghouse (double) crystal detector, $5 (= $80). The four-page Bulletin
of available radio parts follows:

Meyberg briefly got into the new mass medium of broadcasting,
presumably to sell radio parts. It was a pretty chaotic environment with only
specified times available to each station on the assigned wavelength of 360
meters. A later FCC record shows:
KDN [callsign]
Leo J. Meyberg [owner]
Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Calif. [location]
360 [wavelength; the entertainment wavelength at the time, 830 KHz]
125 [power in watts]
12/8/21 [date of license issue]
Source: “FCC” typed list of earliest U.S. AM stations, from Al Jones; the
FCC succeeded earlier federal regulators in about 1934. See also:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KDN_(San_Francisco) . The wiki says:
“Although KDN was first licensed as a broadcasting station in
late 1921, this was actually a relicensing and continuation of
operations begun under an Experimental license, 6XG issued to the
Leo J. Meyberg Company a few months earlier. The Meyberg
company was an electrical parts distributor with offices in San
Francisco and Los Angeles that boasted it had “the largest radio
stock of the Pacific coast.” 6XG was the first of two stations
established by Meyberg for providing a broadcasting service, as later
that year the company began operating 6XAK (later KZC/KOG)… in
Los Angeles. 6XG inaugurated regular programming in June,
transmitting from the Fairmont Hotel on Nob Hill in San Francisco,
using a wavelength of 350 meters (857 kHz) and initially employing a
10 watt transmitter. The station adopted an ambitious programming
schedule….
***
“The Meyberg company soon decided to end its broadcasting
activities. *** The licenses for both KDN and Meyberg's Los Angeles
station, KYJ, were subsequently deleted on May 1, 1923.”
See also: https://bayarearadio.org/sf-radio-history/kdn
The Meyberg company, in connection with Lee de Forest, also
arranged for the San Francisco Radio Club to make radio-telephone
broadcasts to promote itself in 1920 (according to Pacific Radio News,
August 1920 Vol. II, No. 1 at page 7).
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*The photograph above comes from the SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY CENTER,
SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY. It is copyright Moulin Studios and Jean E.
Moulin, used by her kind permission.

See: www.sfpl.org/sfphotos.
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