Society of Wireless Pioneers - California Historical Radio Society

, INC. gg;

# P. 0. Box 530 Santa Rosa, Cal. 95402 USA

I hereby apply for "LIFE" membership in the Society of "WIRELFBS PIONEERS" (*)

and certify that I meet membership requirements for classification marked
below, by having held a commercial U.S, Gov't. operator's license and having
been employed as a wireless(radio) telegrapher at a ship or shore station,
handling commercial traffic by C.W., code. (Military operators are eligible if
they can document service at stations which have handled a sizable volume of
"PG" traffic). I agree to furnish records or documents if requested by the
Membership Committee, I agree to keep my address current at all times and

acknowledge failure to do s0 will be suff cient ro to drop my membership,
(*Short title).
signet, o b AT Date NaY. e
- 1d G.Raser WRZTI

SPARK GAP PIONEER i VETERAN,

(Service prior to 1915 | (Service 1926 to 1935 incl.

PIONEER PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATE

(Service 1915 to 1925) (Service after 1935)

WIRELESS OR RADIO:

Date f1rst liscense Date assigned 1lst sh1p Name ship/stn Call
July 6,1917 April 1919 3.5.Lake Strabo K4¥BR

Navy or military assignment where '"PG" traffic handled (attach documentation)

SHIP OR SHORE STATION/S WHERE YOU HAVE SERVED:

FROM TO NAME SHIP/SHORE STN. TO NAME SHIP/SHORE STN.

SL91711919_ hm_iadlg_m4ﬁhlla

il (E}ﬁrﬁfﬁmdg ,GJmn.een..IIuK).

1919( 1920 S.Sfiake Strabo, KEBR 1936 S.5.Haiti, WKEJ
192012921 S5.5.Ethan Allen,KUJQ 1936 S5S.5.Columbia, WKEG

19351 1936 S.S5.Pastores,KDBD ' (Additional - use reverse side,)
AMATEUR ACTIVITIES 10 to 75 meter
FIRST CALL _3NG DATE ADT', 1915  PRESENE CALL W2Z1  WORK FREQUENCIES:J*2m

RADIO ORGANIZATION YOU BELONG TO: VWOA-19.16 00TC No.38 QCWA No.1l97,Morse

MEMBER "CQD'ers CLUB 2 (Those who have sent CQD or SOS and/or abandoned ship)ARR~

NAME SHIP DATE SOS (Circumstances on reverse sx(]l

'l-’-l-’-’-’-’-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-IM.I-I‘

WILL YOU SERVE AS OFFICER OR DIRECTOR ON BOARD OF GOVERNORS IF NOMINATED ?
(Please use reverse side or additional 8%x11" sheet/s for additional biogravhical

data, We may use in future issues of '"PORT O!' CALL' et cetera), L—-"-'—C‘Eﬂ. !
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Here iag the stery of onc gmateur radio operator wno ha
really 1lived over & hall century of UifulCSU and radigc, His egriy
interest in vwWireless soon Gev 1oped ﬂuO a JlLGuimC o? aanvlty
- it
i

es as early as 1908

Brxperimenting with cohercr detecting devic
at the age of ninc, EJ joined up the next year with Hugo Gerns-
baclki’e Wirelcss Association of America, one of the esrliest wirce-
lees-cluns in the world, By 1910 he had worked a dilstance of ten
milec with § quamtcr-inch sparlt coll, homemade tuner, a plece of
8illcon mincrgl, and a (E oim velephone receiver., The cell latters
were thcn "REEY, hig initlaels in reverege!

Afver the he made his sppearance at the
Philedelphis HNavy Yard s r the examination for an Amateur
Fivgy Grade ilicense, He rececalls that the llcense was signed by 1
Lbt. S S, Pocyne, USH, as the Navy was the only govermment agency
gutiorized o econduct exeminations at thav vime, His trand new
call letbers vere ihue &, By 1815 he was working stations 400
miles awey with a 1/2 KW Packard transformcr and homcmade rotary
&&D, uUsing only a a2sicna mincrgl gdeiectior, loose coupler ang
Erandes nuonegs for »cceiving,

The impending war in Furope put an e€nd vo his exsrimenting.
So not to bLe Ccmpiﬁuely Teuatraited, he enlisted 1n the Navy as &
Hlreless opex ‘ator, and served a three-year hitch aboard various

ships and at shore atatlons., During this period, while serving on

detaened duiy at the Cape May Naval Alr Statlon, he insta;;ed_anﬁ
35 5, J, Simon 1/4 KW. 500 cycle spark Bets

veet hopped whe Tlvst B
@ver o gZo alolw Trpianc, and using long orarlliing wire an-
< ‘ﬂ__‘“Utﬁﬁﬂ'Jﬁ'7“UGE‘TEﬁf'hEﬂé‘on aub-patrol boats, and after

hostili tlea ceascd, at cocast atatlons NAH, NAI and NSD.

Ed nad received this Flrst Grade Radlotelegraph license before
War 1. After his Navy service he continued as a commercial wira-
lesa cperator at hoth land and shipboard stations, In 1919 he was

operator ghoard the coaster 3,5, JAKF STRAEO, KEER, on runs ba-
trieen New Engladd and Gulf ports. In 1920 he transferred to the

neu ecllier 3,3, ETHAN ALLEN, KUJQ, which carried a 2 KW Federal

arc 8et, On its malden voyage to Balboa and Chlle he maintalned con-
tactv over most of the trip witvh Charleston Navy Yard, NAOQO, and

Colon, Pansme, NAX, therc being few stations along the way able to
receive the ETHAN ALLEN's arc signals. During his maritime days he
worked for such early omperating companiss as Kilbourne and Clark,
Marconi Co.,, and Tropicsgl Radio Telegravh Coe.




In Aorii 219198 F1 hgd Joined up with the then newl

Amerlcen Ragic Relay Lecgmie, HG become tie 3a)gh We@mbe.
Crgant.zatlicii, wWRlch no% AaB8 over 1.00.000 members throvzwut the
U.5. ané Canada, He Immcdiately TCrceme active in long distance
retay and tpeific handling, and wao assigned in May 1916 %o old
Teunk Line ¢, e then very busy 1ine operating between Busion
and Wasininzton, D.C, He also was one of the first QRS (0Official
Relay Statlon) appeintees in_i022. <he year whan this appeointment
vas created. During his some 47 ysarae of iraffic worl, dedicated
to serving vhe putlic and emaveur radic, Ed has held a1l ARK,
Tleld pogiticons ané eppointmentis, as well &s whai, 0 €lecte

Waslisw of Lhe Lsaglc for & Lwo-yeal Lermg 5l

-

Anateur Statlon Licenss numbsr 9.

, passed through ail the varlous
: = 1/4 ineh spark coil to the boom-
v bhe middle 20'a, E4 finally saw the light
watt tube hezaw to run rings around his “Blg
ne gave in Lo the less noisy tweet of .the CW
5 waot “"Celpitts" and "TNT" circuits, with
honey-cemb tunera, all of whiech 1ed up to
k-tcp gear of today,
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As & _pionuer bresdcast enginesr on 1922, Ed was to help estab-
Lish WMAL, Trenton's TirBt sSLaLicn, and leter to BEAlgn and con-
stFuct ohe city s Tiret 500 watt statlon., WOAX, which was considered
high=powered at that vime, ’ Licipation in commerclal
radiv cawe In 1935«~6. when he returned to ss8a for the Columblan
Steamaship Cuv. PiLyinz the banana boat routes, a2e s3erved aboard the
8,5, COLUMBTA, WKHG, the 5.5, HAITT, WKEJ, and the former Unlted
Fruit flagship, the 5.5, PLBTNRES, KDBD, His trips to Haltl,
oamalca, the Canal Zone and Columbia brought him in contact wlth many
a Caribbeen wireleas siastion nperator,

Fé&‘s interest in milltary w»asdio stayed vwlth him for many years.

in 1926-fic énlizgted in Lne 1i=z%n rield APGLILEX rs
Baitery 7. roulonal Guara, where he became regimentsl comminlca-

ticns sergeani and senipr signal instructor, In 1933 he transferred
to the 1i9th Obgervation 3quadron, Army Aly Corpe Res€rves based at
Mewark, N.J., He was Communicationa Chief of the squadron, with
supsrvision pver twenihy communicaiors, two ground statlens and 13
observation slreraft Lypes O0-46 and 0-47, Duripz HWurid dar II he
wae enzezed in vehicuisr radlo development viork a8 8 rgdle engineer
for_the Dlanal sorpa nedio Laboracories, rort Romoubh, N.J. He




travaeled over mosht of the ecastern United States on various
communicaticns missiong, for the Army, Alr Ferce and other agen-
cles, One of hig mogi noizljle agsigpments was to Pirresident Roos-
evelt’s security netvorlt, with his headquerters in The White
Housgrs=—

With all his on-the-air actlviiy, and with commercial operat-
ing in between, Ed has found time to be active in radlie club work,
He served in 1915 as secreiary oi the very carly YMCA Radlo Club
of Trenton, N.J., He joined the Trenton Radioc Assn, in 1920, and
was a co-founder of Tne Dclaware Valley Radio Assn,, Inc,, now
(1963) in its 33r-d ycar. He i3 alsc a member of weny other radio
organlizacions: The Radio Club of Amexica (the world's first radio
club), Charier McQRer of The Derorcest PiLoncers, IF eteran Vire-
Te®5 Opcraters Ason,., Lifge Meabor pf ibe Quarter Century Wireless
Assn,, Moxrse Telegraph Club of Amaerica, Chaxriclr Mcmber of the 014

0ld Timers Club (40 years in radlo), The sntlaque Wireless Asen,
and Senior Membeyr of +he Inctitute of Radlo Engineers,

Radiotelsgraph License, Flrst

He suill nolds Commercisl
Clese, and an Anatcur Zxtr& Class License of early issue, He has
been cited five times for the ARRL Public Service Award Certiflcate,
for the Delavarcaiddaic ASS0CLA%Llons SILvVer Cup Award for falthful
service, the Achlevement Statuethe- conferred by the Conamaugh
Valley Ragie Azsoclauvion of Johinstewn, Pa,, and the A-l) Operators
Certificsate,

ig orobably test kunown for his Wirelegg Museum, with its

large colliectlon of antique radio equipment dating back to 1899,
vnen Merconi first came to America, His collection of historical
tooks and papers on the art of wireless and radio numbsr over 250
volumes, and rapréssent some 35 years cf research work, This unlquse
exhitit is open to all visiters by appointment, and is located at
19 Blackvioed Drive, Wilburitha sectlon, West Trenton, N.J. It 1is
suggested that those Interested in viewing the Collectlons, elther
call TU 2-6645, or write ahead for an appolntment, so that no one
will be dlsappointed in cass Ed is not at home, There are over

k\ 500 pieces of o0ld radio and wireless gear on display, so one can
be assured that a visit wlll be most interesting and worthwhile,

Along with the above activity, Ed found time to run the orig-
inal 01d Timer‘s Nite Round-Up. Held in Trenton each year during .
the month of April, the annual event has run for 16 years. T (t\9
01d Timer's Nite Round-Up idea, which origlnated in 1945, has
been perpetuated in 01d Timer's Nite affalrs being run all over

the country,

Presentlv cuployed as Sunerviging Inzineer and Technical Ad-

vicor to the N.J, ohawd POLICE I00L0 oystem, Ne ploneered the early

TN systema, naving 1nsvalled GhNe BECUIT ouate-wide system in Amsr-
ica or elsevihere, After some 22 years in moblle radic work, Ed is

about to retire from pollce radlic aciivity and settle down ho €n-
Joying his several hobbles, So ends the saga of a very actlve
wireless man, now enjoying some @H3years on the _8lr and covering
just about 21l phases of "the wireless game',

Q]




ED. G. RASER, w221

»
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08628

Peb.27,1982

Dear Bill,

Received the "Titantic" pin in perfect
condition on Feb.23 mail.Didnt do so bad for the
"'slow mule at that.Not too bad a job for "chinks"
in Te&wan I suppose.Gess I know the Tisanis Story
by heart,read it so many times.Nice SOWP tribute
to oprs Jack Phillips and Harold Bride.

Have the Magnetic Detector and the Marconi
16 inch spark coil with Marconi transmitting Eep
with name plate in the W2ZI Wireless Museum.All
three pieces exact duplicates,that were aboard.

Had a special visitor to the lMuseum Desdmber
last,a Mrs<Giola Marconi Bragms.She heard that I had
some real Marconi items and wanted to see the collec
ion.She is sponsoring the Marconi International A
Fellowship in USA a2nd Canada,celibrating the80th.
year her father sent the first wireless signal
across the Atlantic on Dec.12th.1981.She asked me if
I would loan them a few Marconi items for display
at the Eow Memorial Library of Columbia University,
in NYC.I let them have 15 items for display.She was
very greatful.

The most valuable item was the origional and
most significgnt historically,was a Marconi vacuum
type coherer %nd tapper used in 1899,%iad made in the
Chelmsford Shops in London.She was quite delighted
to show this in her exhibit.

The last issue of "Spark Gap" Journal was a

excellent tribute to the YLs who served aboard ship
Copgrate.Happy birthday Bill,all the best,73

Ed/W2ZTy ... 32I43CS[3NG C(c;z



ED. G‘ RASER - 35-P

Our new Director, Ed G, Raser puts us on the proverbal "horns of a
dilemmna" with super-=charged voltage between. He has done so many
things = contributing to each spectrum - that it is hard to start
with the most important,

Since we are orientated toward the Professional Brass=pounder, we will
probably have to say that Ed's collection of Antique Wireless Equi;ment

from the early days of the art, probably would be hard to duplicate in
any private collection, This collection dates back to 1899 @hen Marconi
first came to America., His collection of historical books and papers on
the art of wireless and radio number over 250 volumes, and represent

some 35 years of research work - which &$ill goes on, This unique

exhibit is open to all visitors by appointment, and is located at 'DE;C
19 Blackwood Drive, Wilburthe_Section, West Trenton, N.J. It is suggested
that if anyone is interested in viewing the Collections, they call Ed

at the "W2ZI HISTORICAL WIRELESS MUSEUM" 609/822-6645 df¢ or drop him a
line to avoid disappointment in case he is not at home, Therd are over

500 pieces of o0ld radio and wireless gear on display so one can be
assured that a visit will be most interesting and worthwhile,

Ed started his first ham station 3NG in 1915 and except for the war years
he has been very active in amateur circles ever sinee, His present call
W2Z1 is one of the only two "Z" calls left from original assignment,

During WW1, Ed joined the Navy and while on detached duty at Cape May NAS,
installed and test hopped the first E, J. Simon 1/4KW 500 cycle spark

set ever to go aloft in an airplane (this using the trailing wire antenna-
fishline), Other duty stations included sub=-patrol boats and after

hostilities ceased, at Coast Stations NAH, NAI and NSD,

Ed received his first commercial license before WW1l but didn't go to sea

commercially until discharge from USN, His first commercial ship was
the SS LAKE STRABO/KEBR in 1919, followed by the ETHAN ALLEN/KUJQ, SS

PASTORES/KDBD, SS HAITI/WKEJ, SS COLUMBIA/WKEG.

During WW2 Ed was engaged in vehicular radio development work as radio
engineer for the Signal Corps Radio Lab, Fort Momouth N.J. He travelled
mody of the Eastern U.S. on communications mission for the Army, USAF fL

and other agencies, One of his most notable assignments was to Pres,
Roosevelt's security network, with HQ in the White Housi;‘__,—

Ed's amateur activites are well known to most of the fraternity. During
1915 he joined up the then newly organized ARRL and became MEMBER # 381,
Today this organization is worldwise. Ed established one of the gAXY first
ORS (Official Relay Stations) with appointment in 1922, During his 47 years
of traffic work, Ed has held all ARRL field positions and appointments

#a well as that of elected Director of the League for a two-year termg.

Time out for a bit of BDCing{ Ed helped establish WMAL, Trenton in 1922
later designed and constructed WOAX at Trenton which was the City's first
500-watt station,

Club activities include membership in the RADIO CLUB OF AMERICA (The
world's first radio club); Charter Member of @EWA{/MAXEL/TEYLéXAL/CIAY

De Forest Pioneers, VWOA,

and Life Member of QCWA, Morse Telegraph Club of America plus Charter membe
of OOTC, AWA and the Society of Wireless Pioneers, He is also a Senior member

of the Institute of Radio Engineers,



