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I hereby apply for "LIFE" membership in the Society of "WIRELESS PIONEERS"(•)
and certify that I meet membership requirements for classification marked 
below, by having held a commercial U.S. Gov•t. operator's licen-.e and having 
been employed as a wireless(radio) telegrapher at a ship or shore station, 
handling commercial traffic by c.w. code. (Military operators are eligible if 
they can document service at stations which have handled a sizable volume of 
"PG" traffic). I agree to furnish records or documents if requested by the · 
Membership Committee. I agree to keep my address current at all times and 
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Signed -�{ e�;:���-Dat�.1�,/ ••.

SPARK GAP PIONEER VE·rERAN. 
- (Servic� prior to 1915 - (Service 1926 to 1935 incl.

PIONEER PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATE
- (Service 1915 to 1925) - (Service after 1935)

WIRELESS OR RADIO:: 

----------·----------- -------------- -----

Date first liscense Date assigned 1st ship Name ship/stn Call 
Jul 6,1917 A ril 1919 S.S.Lake Strabo KEER 

Navy or military assignment where ''PG" traffic handled attach documentation 

SHIP OR SHORE STATION/S WHERE YOU HAVE SERVED: 

FROM TO NAME SHIP/SHORE STN. FROM TO NAME SHIP/SHORE STN. 
1917 1919 lia�i Radio liAI,�hila P�.a..

� 
S:2:e � G �f:l;!gj mad g �r:, IISMJ "EG:" , G:JrnD• 

1919 1920 S.S.Lake Strabo,KEBR 1935 1936 S.S.Haiti,WXEJ 

1220 2121 S.S.Ethan Allen2KUJQ 1935 1936 S.S.Columbia,WKEG 

1935 1936 S.S.Pastore s,KDBD (Additional - use reverse side.) 

AMATEUR ACTIVITIES 10 to 75 mete r 
FIRST CALL 3NG' DATE Apr, 1915 PRff� CALL 2ZI WORK FREQUENCIES· 3-5m 
RADIO ORGANIZATION YOU BELONG TO:: V'w'OA-19l.6,00TC No.38,QCWA No .197,Morse

MEMBER 11CQD1 ers CWB 'l (Those who have sent CQD or SOS and/or abandoned ship) ARR 
NAME SHIP ________ DATE SOS ______ (Circumstances on reverse_s✓e} 

• ,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,Y,_,�IA 

WILL YOU SEUVE AS OFFICEU OR DIRECTOR ON BOARD OF GOVl!.:RNORS IF NOMINATED '1
(Please use reverse side or additional 81/.zxll" sheet/a for additional bio,:ranhical
data. We may use in future issues of "PORT 0 1 CALL" et cetera) ;...1-- �':.±:::/ 
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.... a u-" H?ZI -- Radio Pioneer 

Ha�o io the star- of ona s2atcur radio operator �ho has 
really lived OVGJ'.-:i a half ce:ntur·y of ·-1irele::is ond !''adio 0 His em:-ly 
int.orest, in 1:.il'GlG00 ::100:n devGlopEd into a life·t,ime of' activity 
which h::io domiI! tea most of hio ,::'cll>.:i:ng hour , providing a satis­
fying car.,ee:1" as 1·:e11 8s r·ew .. 1·ding friGndships among the amateur, 
f!"ater-ni -'-y o

E..::per-i.:. c ntln i'ii•i:,h coher-c:r- detecting devices as ear·ly as 1908 
at the 23e of nir..c, Ed joi11e a up the i1ext year· with Hugo Ge r-ns:..
b • . r· ac.c's 1nrc1ess Jssociat.ion of .1me_·-1ca 1 o:ne of the earliest, w:L:ro-
le: BG - elu bo in ·che 1·10r-1a o "Bj- 1910 he had worked a distance of ten 
miJ. E c �•itb. <-l qu· .:.•J·:·,G.:·-lnch cpa.::·lt coil, homemade tuner-: a piece of 
GiJ.ico!_ l!li!lG3�1 .• o:_j a 75-o'. m ·0elephone receiver. The call letters 
·iE1"· t."1c::.1 11P2:', Li.., ini·i:.iola iL !-EV8!'f8 ! 

-

.Af·',:,e:,,, t\:e: P .. �aio 11-::w of 1912, he r...wae his !"ppearancG at t,he
P -ila(:Glphi-J �I:::ivy -,�_:-j an - ·coo.:.r the examination fo?:' an ,1mateur 
L"ir:ct GY-- ""UC: l:i.CE.!1,3(� • EE re:c .llG that the license WclS signed by a 
Lt. S "',, Pc-·nG, U"B.�T ! Cl s tb..e .t:-Tav HOG the only gov1;: rnment agency 
e:u-ti_o.::i :e: L tc c a:1duc ·i:, e�-=�cinatt ons ot th.at time o His i:Jr·and new 
C3ll lEt·cc:rc �-;ere V1c 3?-f-2- u F5y· 191� he ··:�s ;•m!'king □tations 400 
n lle:o a ·iay ,.._;ith ::: __ /2 IC\'! Pecl�cL·d tran0for·u1er- and homGraade rotary 
ga9 1 using only a g8lena miLG��l aatector 1 loosG coupler and 
Br·aEdc:)3 p:rnl1E3 for :c-eceiv_ng. 

Tie i 1p�noing vu;i.:.·• in EUX'ope put an end to hi0 e�riment,1ng o

So no•i:. to ce comp1o·i:.ely f1·uat.i.·ated 1 he eruistGd in the Navy as a 
�irGless operator� and served a three-year hitch nboard varioua 
sl1; ns and at s\10:r-11= stationn Dur-ing this period, while serving on 
de:'ccched du·;:.y ot tile Cape May Naval Air St.�tion he installed an_g 
·c�c !10nned trl6 first E o J0 Simon l 4 KW. 0 cycle spark aeta 
ever- ·.:.o-e_�o alor u 1.11 an a:1..1"'p_anc 1 and using long 1,,l'a ng w re an-
te11_11,::: ., O"Gne.1"' duty· s va t1.ons 1·ere on aub�patrol boats, and aft.er 
hostilitiGs ceasGd i ot coc:ist stt:itions NAH NAI and NSDo

Ed had received his First Grade RJdlotelegraph license before 
Wsr Io After his Navy se2�Jice he continued as a commercial wire­
le 53 operator- at both lana and shipboard stations o vi 1919 he was 
ope :c·ator aboar-d tt1e coaster S .,S o L,AICE STR.4EO t KEBR

1 
on ru-ne ba­

tm:e n Neu En ,.,.lana and Gulf po.r·ts ., In 1920 he transfer.red to ·the 
11CHJ ollier·1 ..e__o3 o ETH.AN .ATJ,EN, ICU.J], 1 :hich carried a 2 KW Federal 
a.re aet o On its maiden voyae;E to Balboa and Chile he maintained con-• 
tact o er most of the trip i'!ith Cha_lset,on Novy Yard, NAO. and 
Colon. Panama, N.1� -z there being few stations along the way able to 
�cceive the ETHA_ ALL:B.li 1 s arv signaJ.s. During his mar·itime days he 
wo1ked for such ear1;-y· operating compa� i �s as Kilbourne and Clark, 
Mar•c oni Go ., :r and Tr•opical ,Radio TelGgr•aph Co c 



-

I.n A .;, - 1 h F·] . cd 0.i.1-Ed :.:p i•i1:i.,h i.",hc then newl
Amcn•l? Rad1l Reln, .. Lr:ap�l.f':. �P. C 'OT'.!18 t,i-J.1-; 3) S:u m 0@bC:.
Gf.ga:n:•.zaticn_. 1-h:ch n,�" b.�rn cvr-x, J.00.000 ,e,bel'rs t�J.•01!a:h, t t,tlr. 
UoSo and r'anadao Hf'l .mmccE toly 1:-r-mn acti inlong .... distancc 

la;y and ··,,·aific h.anolln5 (" ana 1·saa eas gne in Mey 1916 t. old 
T!' · I,j no C t.he thc,n VE:r-y busy l:i.n�: opera :l.ng b t1-1eP.n B� ston 
and ·la hl nri:ton. Do r " H also t-:as one or tho .fi rat. Q� ( Off' ci al 
Rc1ay Sta r.lon} ppojn o s i.n 1 022, t,h€ yc�ar when t.b.is app0 ntment, 
was er-. tedo Dur-ing his me 4r y r· ... o_· i,r,affic ,-.orlt. dedicated 
to eerv:tng 1,he publ.'Lc ana emat.'-rnr· r�, �j.o � Jtd ba,s heJ a a ARRL 
flaJ.d ;-1:,1 ns and epp(,iPtmel'lc•S 1 as well as '".ha , of e ectea 

of , G 1.,..-;arn,e f�11 a T,v:o y -ar· t,erma _ 

C!',17.G ,.;�.r-c 3Y�� c:1nd ;CS 
- -

.Araat,e r S t.sit:i.on License number 9,

/:•:wt2..!:' _··r.d.LC-'.Ii..;G. hrv:in3 passr:d tlU' l:gh. all th" var1o 'S 
::..t,c�� G 0f �Lal'Y.: t_·-n:iG!llisGi n:. f' .l'D'.'.n 1/ 4 inch G].::>a1'k oil t.o ·'-ha boom­
i!, 1 �-1-, s;y-:-·-y,=c:p_,r2 i::c:t in thr� i· d e 20 a .• Ed finally saw he ligh 
�-;i1.;.1:: L. i•.•i;lc 7 1/2 :·:.ri·,t, tt.:te ·":.�ant r-un r.lngs Sl"'ound his rtB1g 
Bsl:,·,,!1� ,,

1
• ,_1 J_atr 192-4 ·e GOVf' in �;o t,he? less noisy tweet .:,f_the OW 

signnl o • The�. am c the :-=: v.at t "CcJ.pit,t,s'' ana I TN'l'ir cir u ·,s w1 h 
b£1slre:1·-·:,1;ave roi'.1.s �n 'l honcy-c.omb tuners all of wh·i h l6d pt 
the p�qs� � pretty dRs -t� gear ; todayo 

As .. .,_pl.nw::ir;r• · .adcas·[; ng1near on 1922, .Ed was to help estab-
.,_an T,. -�� Tren·,on·a fir··,:, staijirn and lat.ere to �eaign and con-

st!""t:c·;:. tne i ty' a f iret ;>JO watt st�t,•i on .. i;JOAX wb.icl1 was considered 
high powe_ed at that time" H a  last a tici ation in commercia 
radi ca'tlle _n 1935�6;i whe11 he l"et,t;r-ne a to s a for .a Col mbian 
Btsi�mati..i_p Go-" Ply:1.ng J. he ban.ona boat rout.as, h.a served aboard the 
S.,S.., 0OLTJMBT .. � WKEG tnP. -3 ,. S o HA Tt WKEJ� and tb.e f rmer United 
FJ.�u:1.t fJ.agshi.P i t�S ., P.:,S'I'ORES, KDBDo J-lia trips t') Ha1.t1, 
<Jamaica -'-,he e.nai Zon and Co1 umbia b ught. hlm in contac w1 th many 
a C&�ibbn -n wi · leas station operator 

Ed;a int.-r- st. in military 1aaio stayed with him for many years 
In 1926-h<: onlj st-ed in the 11.�f,h 1h.e1.d .A .... •·t.ille:rv Heada )"ters 
&ttP.r-.r •''lH,-o:na LT\ O"'a, -· _e re .e ecame regim ntal comm n. ca-
ticnG sr 1•gean1, and e<'!nl ..._,,. a· gnal :i.nstr1rntor.. n 933 ne t anaf'erred 
t.o t.hP. J 9th Obsfl1·va'.:,jon 0q•adro11.� i�!"my .Ai Corps .Rea r·ve. based at
r::e;u�:r-·k. IL,J0 He was Counr: 1uit;a"i:,i ·r..s Chief o · the sq ·ad.ran, 111th 
supG;ivis:i..on ove.r- t, -1en'�y c�ommunlc·a .. · rs t two ground stations and l 
obse.:. \ l-,:. 'j.'l ai.i.�c.roft t.ypr 8 o�46 and 0-1�7" During w 1l1ld 11/ar II he

as en a3ed l.n vehic ·_tP• r::i6io development, wo.rk lo engine r 
101' the . p:naJ yo:•p3 ha l.O L oor'JtJ[r:tes s L1l' JI,. rmiou·l,h� NcJc- He
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traveled over most of the easte�n United States on various 
communications missions i fo1• the Ar'my 1 Ail' Force ana othel' agen-
cies o One of his mo .,,. <>1-u.e aas i ents i·tas to P1'"esident Roos-
evelt: a security networlc, ,·1ith his headquarters e 
Hous o 

With all his on-the-air activity, and with commercial operat­
ing in bet.ween ., Ed has founa time to be active in radio club work. 
He served in 1915 as secretar·y of the very oa.rly YMCA Radio Club · 
of Trenton, No J o He joined the Tr-ent,on Radio ...ci.ssn o in 1920 1 and 
was a co-founder- of The De lawa.ro Valley Radio Asano ,, Inc o, now 
(1963) in its 33r·d year ,. He is 01s0 a membeY' of many other radio 
organization�� The Radio c 1b of Ame�ica (the world's first radio 
cJ ubl ! C \ c:n,. t.er- Me l"' of The Der ol"G s e, _ :;.one era, · . e e eran W).re­
le s Ope rato.rs .i�s::rn,o: Liff Wern hr, 1" of the Quarter Century Wireless 
Assno; Morse Teleg�aph Club of America, C.b:ff'"tex: Membg_r of the Old 
Old Timere Club (40 years in J:·adio) � The /mt,i ue Wi e ass .Assn o , 
ana Senio� __ ember of the Inctitute of Raa o Engineers o 

He still. holds Co :nGrcial R21diote1sgraph License, F1rst 
Clasez and an A�ateur Extra Class License of early issue o He has 
been cited f'lve ,t,imcs for the �i\Rf"U.i Public Service t1ard Ce1 .. t te, 
for- '· he DGlm:n:Fe"�·f�dio AasocJ.at,lon:s Sl. ver Cup .Awara for fa1 thful 
se1"v i.cc, the _:chie vemcnt Statue t.te- confGrrea by the Conamaugb. 
Valley Radio l!ssocia-tlon of tTohnstown, Pa o , and the A-1 Operators 
Cer-tif icG'tE o 

E · � ·orobab - cest known for his Museum, liith its 
la:i."'gE collec"i:,1on of antique ra :i.o equiPIUen dating back to 1899, 
1·hen Mr:r-coni fir-st came t.o .A0c1"' ica o His collection of historical

books and papex•s on thG a1:t. of wireless and radio number over 250 
Volumes: and raprcsent some 35 years of l'esearot1 worko This unique 
exhibit is open to all visitors by appointment, and is located at 
19 Blackwood D:i:'ive, Wilburtha sec .,_ ion ,, West Trenton ,. NoJ o It is 
suggested that those interested in viewing the Collections, either 
call TU 2-6645, or �.-rite ahead for an appointment, so that no one 
will be d1saonointe a in case Ed is not at home o There ara over 
joo pieces of- old �adio and wireless gear on display, so one can 
be assu.re a t.hat a vi s:l t will be most interesting and worthwhile o 

Along with the above actlvi ty, Ed found time to run the orig­
inal Old Timer• s Ni te Round-Up o Held in Trenton each year duri� . 
the month of .April, the annual event has run for 16 yea1•s o ,.... rtl5
Old TimG.r's Nit,e Round-Up iaea 1 which originated in 1945, nae 
been perpetuatea in Old Timer'n Nite affairs being run all over

the countx•y o 

Pre sentl cmployGd as Supervlstng EnP:inee.r and Technical Ad-
visor to the N ,, J;, 5 a_,e o c _o oys em� he p oneered the early 
FM systems,r havi11g installed t,ne seco1rd state-·wiae system in .Amer­
ica or elsewhere� After some 22 years in mobile radio work, Ed ia 
about to retire from police radio activity and settle down to en­
joying his several hobb1es o So ends the saga of a very active 
\·Fir elesa man, noH Gnjoying some W.oyea1..,s on the air and covering 
j st. about all phe se s of "the wi.r·ele ss game 11" 



ED. G. RASER, W2ZI 

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08628 

eb.27,1982 

De r Bill, 
eceived the "Titantic" pin in perfect 

condition on eb.23 mail.Didnt db so bad for the 
"slow ule at that._-ot too bad a job for "chinks" 
in 1

1 

wan I suppose .Gess I know the 'J:im.anis Story 
by heart,read it so many times.Nice S01P tribute 
to oprs Jack Phillips and Harold Bride. 

Have the Magnetic �etector and the .arconi 
16 inch spark coil with Marconi transmitting kep 
with name plate in the d2ZI Wireless r1 useum.All 
three pieces exact duplicates,that �ere aboard. 

Had a special visitor to the �seum filastmber 
last,a �rs,Giola arconi Brag�.She heard that I had 
some real Marconi items and wanted to see the collec 
ion.Sge is sponsoring the Marconi InternationalA1 
Fellowship in USA and Canada,celibrating the80th. 
year her father sent the first wireless signal 
across th8 Atlantic on Dec.12th.19�1.She asked me if 
I would loan them a few arconi items for display 
at the �ow emorial Library of Columbia niversity, 
in NYC.I let them have 15 items for display.She was 
very greatful. 

The most valuable item was the origional and 
most significant historically,was a arconi vacuum 
type coherer �nd tapper used in 1899,&ad made in the 
Chelmsford Shops in London.She was quite elighted 
to show this in her exhibit. 

The last issue of 'Spark Gap Journal was a 
excellent tribute to the YLs who served aboard ship
Congrate.Happy birth ay Bill,all_the best,73

Ed/W2ZI, ••.• 3ZI/3CS /3NG C °! 
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ED. G. RASER - 35-P 

Our new Director, Ed G. Raser puts us on the proverbal "horns of a 
dilellllla.11 with super-charged voltage betweeno He has done so many 
things - contributing to each spectrum - that it is hard to start 
with the most important. 

Since we are orientated toward the Professional Brass-pounder, we will 
probably have to say that Ed's collection of .Antique Wireless Equi_,ment 
from the early days of the art, probably would be hard to duplicate in 
any private collection. This collection dates back to 1899 •Hen Marconi 
first came to America. His collection of historical books and papers on 
the art of wireless and radio number over 250 volumes, and represent 
some 35 years of research work - which iiill goes on. This W1ique i 
exhibit is open to all visitors by appointment, and is located at ·ClS'b 7-�
19 Blackwood Drive, Wilburthe__Section, \Vest Trenton, N .J. ---It-is suggested 
that if anyone is interested in viewing the Collections, they call Ed 
at the 1'W2ZI HISTORICAL WIRELESS MUSEUM" 609/822-6645 I.Hor drop him a 
line to avoid disappointment in case he is not at home. There are over 
500 pieces of old radio and wireless gear on display so one can be 
assured that a visit will be most interesting and worthwhile. 

Ed started his first ham station 3NG in 1915 and except for the war years 
he has been veey active in amateur circles ever sinee. His present call 
W2ZI is one of the only two "Z" calls lett from original assignment. 

During WWl, Ed joined the Navy and while on detached duty at Cape May NAS, 
installed and test hopped the first E. J. Simon 1/4KW 500 cycle spark 
set ever- to go aloft in an airplane (this using the trailing wire antenna­
fishline). Other duty stations included sub-patrol boats and after 
hostilities ceased, at Coast Stations NAH, NAI and NSD. 

Ed received his first commercial license before WWl but didn't go to sea 
co111Dercially until discharge from USN. His first conunercial ship was 
the SS LAKE STRABO/KEBR in 1919, followed by the ETHAN AI.J.,EN/KUJQ, SS 
PASTORES/KDBD, SS HAITI/WKEJ, SS COLillIBIA/WKEG. 

During \�f2 Ed was engaged in vehicular radio development work as radio 
engineer for the Signal Corps Radio Lab, Fort Momouth N.J. He travelled 
mojj of the Eastern u.s. on communications mission for the Anny, USAF �I� 
and other agencies. One of his most notable assignments was to Pres. Jr
Roosevelt's security network, with HQ in the White Hous::..----

Ed•s amateur activites are well lmown to most of the fraternity. During 
1915 he joined up the then newly organized ARRL and became MEMBER# 381. 
Today this organization is worldwise. Ed established one of the l�ft first 
ORS (Official Relay Stations) with appointment in 1922. During his 47 years 
of traffic work, Ed has held all ARRL field positions and appointments 
�well as that of elected Director of the League for a two-year term,. 

Time out for a bit of BDCing! Ed helped establish WMAL, Trenton in 1922 
later designed and constructed WOAX at Trenton which was the City's first 
500-watt station.

Club activities include membership in the RADIO CLUB OF AMERICA (The 
world's first radio club); Charter Member of �¢itJ/>f,lf,i/tltitfipi/¢tJ�

De Forest Pioneers, V\VOA, 
and Life Member of QCWA, Morse Telegraph Club of America plus Charte� member 
of OOTC, AWA and the Society of Wireless Pioneers. He is also a Senior member
of the Institute of Radio Engineers. 


