. Sociable city of Dairen —S.Xanchuria. [
. ¢ The menfolks still sportad a long braided queu= down their backs whila the Iancharlan

women waddled around in awkward looking shoes. Their feet were bound tight with texturized
tape fabric when they were just bsbles. It had been in vogue for centuriss. It was fashicn-
able to be bound, and for those who left their feet unbound were considered from a
raediocre class femlly. The ships of the U.S. Asiatic fleet were disbanding after a wzek of
bettle maneuvers and target practics. Thz flagship HURON which I was on, droppsd its anchor
off the coast of South Manchuria neer ths seaport of Dairen (Lu~-ta). The city of Dairen was
under Japmnese centrol. In 1923, the seaport was qulteannr1v1nc terminal for ths Manchurian
trarscontinental railway . The population was over one n1lllon compose ed mostly of Manchus,
Chinese, Koreans, Ja;anasn and Russians. The =ople were aggressive and dedicated to their
civil governrnn*x‘,.'I‘Ihﬂ‘“/le TBroud of their beautiful tree-line streets, their efficient
city trans wrtation and its efficient public utilitiss. There viere not rmany busses in 1923,
but the efficiently manned tramways ran down tha main business center to ths train depol
and then circled around to return up town like the cars did on "Market St." in SanFrancisco.
Shady trees still green with large leaves in lats August brouvgnt fond memories of ths atat
Oregon and Vashingtop,ths evargreen country of the great MNorthwest. I was touring the town,
transferring from rickshaws to horse-drawn buggies, called Russian "Droshky". They wers
light and open, four-wneeled carriagzs. The driver sat high in front with a ccmeanding view.
Tne rear passsnger seats were shlnlna white-cushioned seats. It brought back sweet menories
of our childhood days of .1911-12 in Portland Oregon. The craze in privat° transportation
amongst the more affluent society was 4-wheeled buggies with fringes on top.
Somat mas I would get off riding the Droshky and took to '1°oglnu' it in the commercial area-
Most of the shops and stores viere elegantly dis payed wWith superabundance of merchandise.
It had a touch of rnodern Jamnase "Know-how". They kept the sidewalks and streets vary
rlean, always ready to sweep and washdown each businass night. Large signs and posters
were advartised in Japanese, Chiness and Ihdgln*unaWLsh. Their English ads brought
‘a little laughter to the foreigner : passing a mediocre massage-salon - "7il)l rub up and down
ti1ll you fall to nice dreans"; passing a corner apoth::ecary -~ "Clap today, gone tomorrow -
2isha tea~parlor — "‘“ave delicious teas and girls for sale”.
i

try ths nice herbs"; passing a Gei

Yothithstanding the !fanciful' english - - in the famous "Toshiwara" districts whers the
Japaress geisha girls reign surre=s, there were large elaborate tea pavilions with colorful
and attractive entrance halls. Thz legend says when the Ja mnese military took over as
‘potentate of Southrzan c“urla, the s2nsuous ‘Gen. Satoh under:his comrand would tolerate only
the graceful of the gracsst 'gsishas’ in his area. None was too good for his officers and nan
Jeraness froz ths most affluent ssciety in Dairen came for a nights entertainment. The were
dressad in the Tinest of garb - silk and satin gowns with large obis of colorful designs.

Beautiful Japansss vomen escortad by the affluent business man - wearing the native woodan
shoes. Like native Japan - the ladies carrying colorful silk~ivory fans -- gracefully
kow-towing deeply to the senior-zge folks with the greatest of respect. Their deep-ssate
~traditions and customs kept the ornlgn society aloof from this sphere of relationship.
The large settlement of 'white'!' Russiens remained away in their own exclusive coterie.
Tne tall russian 'bourgeois' whirling his ivory-carved cane majestically escorting his
blonds *russky' girl gracefully alit from a sleek black russian ‘droshky! with two
shining black stesds. Uniformsd door-men came out from fashiocnable 'Cossack! loungz to
escort the handsoms couple to thes door. It was twilight and the colorful neon lights were
s¥itched on for the evening customers. Inside, the russian combo' was filling the air
with runes frem Mos-kva. Already, the majestically set tables in thz orchestral area
were fully occupied, and the russian belly dancers had received their cuz to enter ths arena.
Th2 russian pou—ycﬂ drums end girls with their noisy castanstis were bzating away.
Meanwrile, the gay crowd were busy lifting their right elbows, and tlgnt“y clenching and
vaving th°1r aFarullnc glass of rich wine and cHnmpaon A form of toasting was at hand.
Chiness generally use the term 'Kam-bay'; the !'Yanks' as/lore called used 'bottoms-up';
but, ahy didn‘t the Russians use their own term of 'Ka-watz! ? Thay repeatedly toasted the
Skandinavian tern of 'Skoal', skoally These former Russian citizens escaped across the
Pussian borcder curing the revolution es refugees, cnly to find solacz and comfort in
ienchuria's Harbin, Kalgan, Charhar, Dairen and Chinese szaports to the south.
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The arthquakp alert of 1923.

An alarming nsws broadcast from Japan was raceived in the ship's wlrblnqs rooa.

ON Sept 1 1923, the USS Huron, flagship of the Asiatic fleet was anchoréd in tke
harbor off the port city of Dairen, south Manchuria. The Japanes2 wireless stations
JCS, JOR and JOU were sending ount urgent calls to their naval sgnadrons and tholr
commercial ships at sea to return immadiately teo Japan or the nearest port to assist
in a national emergency. "Yokohama and Tokyo and suburban cities and towns jarred by

a major earthquake with entire towns afire and many thousands feared dead" was ths
gist of the disastrous news. Tha dots and dashes emitted from Tokyc were in tha
Japaness Kana code. Unfortunately, the USS Huron's only radio orerator who was an
expert in receiving Kana was ashore on libsrty. For us vho remainsd aboard, we were
able to datect ths immediate urgency of the broadcast when a CQ CQ came through the
tha 600 rster band reporting the hzavy damage and fires caused by the eartnquake.
These later communiques were trensmitted in English from a foreign ship opsrator who
was able to intsrcept and translats the nature of its emergency in the Morse code.
It was also intercepted by radio amateurs on the hamband. In response to the emergency
call, all the ships of all nationalities.in ths vicinity of Japan changed their course
180 dagrees and with all boilers steaming full blast headed towards Yokohama, Tokyo,
Koba, MNagoya and Osaka. The ether in and around Japan wes all agogz with dots and dashss .
Interceptions of flesh ressages from Amsrican President lines ships and code ressages
-from Canadian Steamshi p liners indicated they also had received ths call for help

in a national emergency. They all turned back and headsd in a ships race to -help out.

It wasn't lonz that urgent communiques from the U.S. governmsnt end ths defenss

departrent were broadcast across ths high-posered (500Xd) transmittsrs of MNSS/NPG/NPM
- NPO/NPN in a chain relay to all ships and stations of the Ricific and Asiatic fleet.

. The American Admiral aboard the USS Furon was designated the senior foreign naval
~officer aflcat. He was to proce=d full steam to arrive in Yokohama bay as soon as
possible with food and provisions of blankets, tents and all ths redical aid that
could bz fosterad. Jeven destrcyers of the USMaval 38th division were abruptly intsrruptec
in thair maneuvars s.ud target p*aculce to speed at 35 knots to Japan to render all
" the human e2id possible. Ths nav?'s great supply ship the USS Blackhawk vwas ordered
to. load upat Chefoo, Shartung province .with millions of dollar in erergercy supplies
for immediate dispatch to thz flazing cities of Jagan,

Here on board ths flagship Phron, the rews was flashed to everyoune aboard to preparea
all hands to unfailingly suprort this great mission of mercy, and to make great
sacrifices of food, blankets and provisions necessary to sustain human life.

Wo loaded upwith bituminous coz2l in the big holds to overflowing even unto ths -
compartments of our sleep4nn guarters into the hammock bins, Canned goods and
frozen meats were stored to tha ILllBSt capac1tj. Straw mats and reed baskets were
a mrt of the surplies. :

In Darien, our shore patrol wes heavily augmented by additional men carrying
bull horns up and do#n the srea announcing the recall of all navy men to return to
their ships immediately. Their shore llbarty was abruptly terminated, It cdidn't take
very long to muster them . The call for zid was bolng answored. 'ie all were dedicated
to this nr°at mission of mercy. The ships crew of 75 men in the engineroom, usually
called the “Black gang" consistsd of the chief engineer and his a solstantg, such as
engineren, machinist-mates, firemen-stokers who fed coal to the hdt burners. To keep
18 boilers steamed up at full blast reguired an additicnal 25 stokers. The order
from the chief of staff was to kee p the 18,000 ton armored-cruiser running at top
sp2ed of 20 knots. 4 call for volunteers from all branches of the ships crew was
issued through ths loud speaker system. The shifts would be on a basis of Zhrs on and
4 hours off until arrival in Yokohama bay. A great response came from thogs who were
of f-duty hours volunteered . MNen from the wireless gang; hospital apjrentices, strikers
for yeoman and storekeepsrs; searesn and coxswzins from the deck gang; all answered the
call for nszded coal shovelers and fire-stokers. It was a dirty and dusty job below decks.
Tne temperature in the boiler rocm wes 102-107 degrees fahrenheit. Kon-fireren not
acclimated to the intense heat would pass out from exhaustion. However, we all

volunteered to hslp stoke ths firea and rman the shovels in the engineroom. we prayed
for strength and endurance,
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Battern—~down the hatches — anchors aweigh.

¥iith all hands present and accounted for, the famous USS Huron, a four-stacker of
Viorld-aar~1 vintage with all 18 boilers at full Blast and the hiﬁb;powered (3CZi) radio
arc transmitter pounding at high s ped; finally aweighed anchors. Never in the history cf
tha ships leaend had its engine pover ever reached its top pea% as on this mission of
cercy to a beleaguered natlon. As we mlled out of the Yellow Sea port -~ the ships
conmmss duly read 40 degrees a hard west into a heavy wind and churning sea. Beports
reczived by radio and weather stations read gale warnirgs over 40 krots from a south-
westerly direction ~ and possibly reaching typhoon intensity in 24hours. Cams the blast
froa the ships loudspeaker: “Prerare for the worst! Tighten all hatches, secure all pert:
roll up all tarps fore-n-aft, and shdre-up all tha coal on the decks". We wsre in for .
a rough voyage. The ships turbines restlessly driving thousands of horsepowsr om to the
propellers. A hsavily loaded armored-cruiser with L-smoke stacks with steel-netted
conning towers and 8 armored mrapets of 8 inch guns would have bzen able to ride
through the storm. The "EYES" of the Typhoon was located at e point 150 miles S.S5.E
off the coast of southsrn Honoshu islands, traveling at a slow spsed westerly at 15MEi.
Storms of this naturs were known to suddenly changs its courss. ¥We were ready for
the worse. There were no coffee-breaks or rest periods. Those found loafing wsre
immediately asked to shuttle black coal across the deck to coal apertures and shootls
to the hot engine room. The storm was blowing the loose ccal dust - and soon the entire
ship was blackenad. The white-skinned sailors tobk on a dark-pigmented color. The white
hamrocks usually stowed in their respective lofts were layered with coal dust.
Never did the HURON (which was called the SouthDakota) ever emit such a trail of dark
black smoke from its four stacks. Every -so often, the enginercon was given ths ordzr
~to uss their blowers, which would ceusse the smokestacks to emit the black soot that
was accumulated in the exhaust system. It was the size of snow flakes only turneddark
and float in the atmosphere end sticking to your skin, like a spotted leorard.
It wasn't but a few hours at sea, the medics carrying portable oxygen equirment and
bottles of amnonid§*¥folloned by a corps of stretcher bearers. They ventured into
the hot engineroom to resusciiate the victims of heat~atroke. Th2 redhot furnace
was opened for periodic stoking, and with the furnace door wice open - - the heat
-from the red burning coals shot out as. from a.gun turret, knocking out the stolkers
at hourly intervals. On tims off from radio watchss, I volunteered to shovel coal from
our conrparimant-blackened seciicn to coal shoots below. It was hard enough for us
who were not inured to hard work. Ve sweated during the sultry weather undsr cloudy
skies. The loss of salt froam our bodies often caused the exhaustion, which tended to
rake one veoit and suffer dizzy splls. Ve viere giver. teaspoonful of salt in fresh
water from ths scubttlebutt. Those who suifered sericusly were made to lie down with
the head lo# and his clothing loosened. Vhat a relief it was for the overheated stcker
to emerge into the fresh coa"I air! Instant resuscltation!-

Ylay across the ocean to SanFrancisco, our busy staff of wireless ojarators was
rapidly burning up the air with their dot-dash rethod of sending news to both navy and
commarcial com‘unlcatlon companies, namsly, Mackay Radio station KFS. The SF navy
station was KPG. Like the ships engineroom, the carbon arc chamber of the highpowesr
wireless transmitter was running continuously hot. It was seldom shut down during this
emergency, and only shortly for a period of longdistance reception. The insulation of

- the very high frequency coils was thin coat of rubber. Just bafore the orerator ignited
the arc chamber with pink alcohol, he would always check to see if the big aﬂtenna
switches were thrown to the right and also check to see if thera were any of thz ships
zascots, Pago, the southsea monkey or the 3 yr old cat , Pinky was not snoozirg on

the warm insulated colls, which was just inside of a large pcri-hole. Over anxiousness
to get the emergency dispatches to the States, the operator forgot to look and check —
The highpover switches was thrown to the right and the alcohol was added to the chamber
to create the high arc voltages and the high frequencies, when a big animal-sounding
whoosh — the only sight noticeable was a frightened hairy monkey lea png through the
open porthole into the stormy ssa. The first tregedy of our errand of mercy.



On September 3rd, the heavy s2as becams violent - churne@ up a strong typhroon traveling
northnard fronm ths southeast tip of balsaguered Japan. Tolyo and Yokohaza was baing wrackad
up by a severa earthquake of over 7.C on tha Richter scals.

Ths slesk-looking armored cruiser HURON, the flagship of tha senior naval officer of the
Asiatic fleet, was truly exhibiting its seaworthiness and stamina far bsyond ths call of duty .
Against a formidabls storm, th> mighty cruissr rose to the occasion. Tha powerful engines
having releasad every important cubic fool of steam powar into each and every piston causcsd
the undaunted cruiser to shudder and shinzgy at the powsrful onslaught of towering wavas.
Manufectursrs waxirum sreed capacity on smooth ssas vas 22 knots, but today, tha HURO:
broke its own rscord by bravely maintaining a speed of 25 knots in a swollen s=a.

The ship writhed and tosssd; sometimss it dove like a jack-rabbit into a high crest

which brought the towering ssas over the wing of tha bridge dsck. From ataft, simultanzounsly
ths ship's stern would 1lift high above tha waterlins, causing the gigantic powsr relayed

to the propellers to spin freely above watar. It erxulated the A-stacked destroyers of the
45th division in heavy seas. But the tonnage was minimal (1800 tona) conmpared to thes
HURON'S 20,000 gross tonnaga.

Ths typhoon-brasd antics of tha HURON shook and tos32d ths woodsn yard-arrs and tha
fragile cage-like antennas. Thirty kilowatts of high frequency current was teing transmitizd
into the ship's antenna each tize ths wireless operator depressed tha morse-like handkey.
Urgent communications had to b2 establishad with both Tand and sea stations in thig,

a hupane call in time of netiornal disaster
Looking up a2t a loosenad guy wire which broke from the wWoodon yerd-arm, I saw gigantic
high voltaga sparks groL~dino to a metal guy, which would have bssn fatal if touched by
humun hands. With each lurch and ponnding of ths ship brought on a flash of electric
charges leaping across the live cage antenna to tha loosened guy a 100f't above deck.
A momant bafors I was able to. reach the ships radio center, ths wocden arm was ca fire.
The ships powar entenns would very wsll unloosan itself from the insulated fastenings to
the spar and the ships tow¥aring r=st. Having wended my way through ths winding hipa
passagaways, it sesmed like it tock an hour bafore I reached radio center. <
Tha wireless orerator on duty wm2s 'llac'!, the oldest -sailor(in time ssrved in ths Asiatics)
of the radio gang. Ha was nnnnn;:; the brasq both ensrgetically and vsry profassiorally,
trying to resec: the west coast of the USA. I found him squatted on a swivel chalr with
both of his long -legs crossed uzdar his buttocks. It did not detsr his efforts to
exarciss his rroficiency as a racio oparator. Vith tight cushioned ear phones strapped
to his hsad arnd cov4ined to a narrom receiving booth, he failed to hear my warning.

Tha radio yari-arz's on firs!" Hs kept poundins avaj. I ran quickly to ths arc room to
.pvll the main switca to th2 transaitter whsre the relays wvere activatad. .The powsrful
motor generators ceased to oparata and the arc chambar deactivatad and the alcohol walve
turned off. *ac mustared up tha entire radio gang. Ha was awars of what happenad after
h3s had tesn dsprived of key ccnirol. "All hands raport‘to ths boat deck, ths radio yard-

erm 1s afira", hz b2llowed to his aides. Yes, it was now a roaring fire, a 100ft up on
the mast. The fat be'suns mata ran to the iron cleats and began lowsring tha flaning
mast pieces to ths deck balaw. "Is the radio aatenna deactivatad ? I don't want to

risx myself oan a high-voltags wirs, ya' know," the mats called out. "Yeah, I decom-
missioned the radio room, lowsr it away", I replied and gsstured. Ths gale was blowing

a storm near €0 miles an hour. I had admired 'ole iac', who had the situation wsll undsr
control. He ordered his strikers to fetch an emargency antenna from the stors roon.

It was to have been a tremendous task to have to replace a high entenna during a vhirling
gale end violanit seas, which washed over the bridgs deck. Ths hustling work crew barsd
their bodizs cdown to their 'skivvies'. They werz reluctantly getting a briny sea bath,
Conzandsr-in-chief of the Asistic fleet, Admlral Andsrson was temporarily deprived of
coamunication facllitizs, and tha HURON was weatharing a typhoon at sea. Blow ms doan,

I thonght wildly. what would all ths contacting ships and naval stations on land thirk ?
A1) of a sudden they lost all radio contact with ths Admiral end his flagsnip. They could
drsem up any unforessen incident that might befall the USS HURON in storm arsas.

Dovm bslow at radio center, with all ths powserful receiving spzakers turnad on, I could

haar numsrous stations calling us: "A67 46T
2 S - : 7, you are ZAN ZAli, what soe il
/9 already had been out of radio ccntrol for 60 minntss. J; Just coulé%ifF%AgiQ%ionn
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- —€Q-SECONBS=20=303Y (FOR .1.0M.THE BELL TOLLS)

The good ship USS HURCN arrivad in Tokyo bay after a technical delay of ten hours or
more. Rumors had it that the Koreans who had bsen reluctant subordinates to the Jaransse
rulers ware fomanting riots end enhancing tha conflagration. In the Tokyo-~Yokohaia arsa,
thare lived over 100,000 Koreans and 44,000 Chinesg. The prevailing rumors caussd tha
central euthoritiss to exact rartial law and hold all forsign and alisn psrsonnal for
investigation. Many innocent people fell under the popular fury czusz24 by ths unveri-
fied rsports. The US NAVY was a bit flabbsrsasted by ths continv2d relucitancs of ths
port suthorities to pormit Amsrican vessals to enter Tokyo bay for alding in rescue
orerations. The HURON had emply loadad at CHEFOO largz supplies of neats and food
provisions for the nsedy refug=2ss,., The Sitsward, a L-stacker dastroyer, was dsspatcha
at top sreed 1o Yokohama to reporit conditions in advancs, only to bs deniad entrance
to Tokyo b2y, The USS BORIE was guickly dispatched to Nagasakl to pick up medieal sup-
plies for ths thousands of woundad. The USS RIZAL, arnothsr A-stacker, was kept on ths
alert at Daziren, and acted as zn important radio rolay comnunicatiocn ship for C-in-C
Asiatic. The gigantlc USNavy supply shlp USS BLACKHAWK was quickly dispatched to the
. port of Tsinztao for immediate sudpliss. Tha remainling destroysrs of the 38th division

accorpanied by (COLDEISRONS) the commander of dostroyer squadrons Asiatic was elso
daspatchad to aid the nesdy in Tokohama cibty. Destroyer divisiona forty-thres and foriy-
five ware in Chinwangtao under preparations for an immediate emergency call, -

Aftar tha sntrance deley, tha HURON procsseded to anchor a fon thowsand yards off

roa toe brealwater that disarzzeared vndsr the surfaca during ths first end subsaqusnt
shocks. Vie arrived to experisnca 2 long chain of after-shocks. It causad nini-tidal
actions Iin tks bay. Many of thoz22 structures on the hill-side of Yokohama that viers
weaksndd structurally by the original shocks finally czwms twabling down and crashad
on to ths rockxy coastlinz. It wz3s quite visibls from the dack of ths anchorsd shipgs.
Then cam2 across the P.A. sysism of tho Admiral's dirsctives. "Hear Ye, all thoss
rersonnel aboard having two woolan blankets, prepars to donate one for humanitarian
neced ashors. Also to tighten your bslts. All fresh ieats and vegstablaz ars to b3
distributed to thse neady to prevent starvaticn. You will subslist on cannsd and frozen
foods until furthar notice." Obviously, there were no dissidents. For several wesks died
it was 'beaf skin and cream' ené 'pork and beans' with black coffas.

A s2lect voluatasr group was chosesn to lead a ssoarch party ashors. The rsport was
the modarn facilitlss of the USkaval hospital on tha hillsids had burnt to ths ground.
It was incdeed an unpleasant task. Ths stanch froa burning bodiea psnstiratsd tha whole
area, With the ald of some of the fortunmats survivors of tha hospital, ws wars lucky
to have bzen eble to identify some charrsd bodiss by identifying rings, watches end
parsonal jewslry. The charrad corpss wers officially tagzed. Then cams ths kerozana
gang to firish off the open-door crematlon. The rezaining ashas stored in lead box=s
wnich w2re lzbelled and sent back to tha States over both Americen and Cenadian liners.
Our search patrol vas equippsad wlth a whlte facs mask. Death, bszaldes it's sting, carried
a penstreting stench of burnt and vunburnt corpss of over 140,000 victims. I crosssd a
burnt-out bridze and from a stesl strut was suspended a partial burnt out body of a
ferale. Shz was just barsly hanging by tha support of a few strands of har hair.

To tha left or the right, no matter which direcblon cne turmed, ware ths sad plight
ef thousands of refugsees begging for food or medical attention. Death to soma was
ths easiesh way out.
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Ths outslde world had realizad tha magnitude of tha catastrophy and wholsheartedly
_gave lostant responss and sympathy to a stunnsd Japan. The ship‘s parsonan2l basidses
donating thair fresh provisions, had already surrendered half of thsir woolen blankets.
Tha US Asiatic fleet formally presanted £5 million dollars in supplies, while ths
Amarican Red Cross made a similar contribution, besidea quantities of medical supplies.
Thoe foreign ships in ths Japanasa harbors oflered thair kind ssarvicss by taking care
of refugaas and supplying first aid to many sufferers. Tha great sympathy manifestad by
ths United States in this hour of suffering and ths supsrb servics rendared by ths
Amarican Aabassador Cyrus %Woods, are ths wondarful memorias that no Japarese would
likaly to ever forgat., Even to this vsry day, discomnting the man-mada tragedy of the
atomic disdster at Hiroshima, it's seemingly unbalisvable that in so brief a space of
time without warning that a dangely pooulated city of Japan could ba swept out of
exlstencs in 60 saconds.

Ws were informed while on a search end r2scus mission that dvy of aftar-shocks,.
multitudes of rafugses had seeked temporary haven undsr the roof of a gigantic
cemant warshouss, when there was an instant tremor causing ths buildinz to collapss
killing thousards of p=2opls.

The cities in the area had hardly cooled off bafore reconstruction plans wsre already
instigated by ths mayor of Tokyo. Tha Reconstruction board hired an American, Dr. Chas.
Beard, formsarly a NewYork city municipal ressarchar to make a gonersl survey of the city.
Private persozs ware also enxious to redbuild their homes and businassas as spsedily - as
possible. It wasa't long that the banks had weathered the finsncial crisis after
nins months, and ths progress was nsar phsnomenal. Schools and Parks, hom2s and busi-

. nasses bagan rapidly to emergs from ths ashes of Sept. lst 1923,

Tha American ships, both commercial ard US shippicz board vessals plus an armada of
warshipa fron thz U.S. Asiatic Tlest had gracafully rerainsd until thay thamnsslves wera
suffering nzar deplstion of fusl o0il and supplies. Tha hugs Japanesa harbor hosted the
greatast numbsr of vassels of 211 flags at any one tixa. It was a symbol of internat—
ional hops snd sympathy for a devastatsd nation. The multitudss of ehips of various
81293 and raticnalities ware °a'c10;sly anchored that ons could almost traverss tho
. length of th2 bay-by fool froz saip to ship.On3 glorious scane sHill imbedded in the
dogp innar sznctum of my mamoirs was the greatest display of electrical brilliancs
when the thousands of magnificant shipo switched on their warm and frisndly lights
to illuminatz the grandest floating city of "HOPE". It was a synbol and expresaion
of deap hear:i- elt sympathy to & sister nation from the othsr nations on ths globe.

The HURON, = great ship of merey, was weighing it's mud-cloggad anchor in the
cool of th2 evaning., She saved Z3ny lives and gracefully fed rany mouths. Ths ones
on ths bsach stood silequly with tearful eyss end thankful hesarts. The survivors
of stout heart will remain to rabuild a greater metropolis of tha futurs.

The HURON's stalwarts stood eroticnally at 'attention' as the gracaful cruiser turned
a 180 degrees. Thay departed with hzavy-hearts and daep condolsnca to thsir loved ones.
As the ship smoothly facad the high Yokohama hills towdrds the bay entrancs, and ths
door to tha open seas, there was pervading the silencs at an auspicious tizs - the
music of "Auld lang syne". Oh! ifhat a beautiful evsning, with th2 NIPPON sun

satting in the wasasterm hills as a "SAYOHARA" to my shipmates of ths HURON. Theo
NORIENTAL SUN" will. ba rising brignter for NIPPON, in the rosier days shzad.

The Commandsr-in-chief Admiral Anderson was proudly acclaimad for ths heroic
sarvices rendarad by the Amarican Navy. The HURON had other errands to complets.
The ship was way bshind schedule. HMuch had to be doas to get caught up. The ships
crew was ready to clean ard scrub th= dirty ship. Decks needed 'holy~-3toning! and
the gun and armor needed polishing.

As th= ship pick=d up speed through the mouth of ths bay, was passad numbers of
harbor revetmants and military redans, which sesemsd to hava basn constructed as
underwatar fortifications.

The HUROH on smooth ssas, charted a course to tha "Pearl of ths Orient", Shanghail
Chira. I was originally assigned to a radio rscaiving center for hnvaWraﬂlo 4anvﬁ_u.

‘For these many a years, I've naver found out. WHas thla playfuvl shipmate ribbing me?
He said to ne hhlle eyeing flcaters in the bay. "Dead women flcat up, dcad pen float down”,
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