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WIRELESS PIONEERS 
S. S. IM1111i of the IMat,on W..tMJigation c;,,,,/HIJIY. 



fvOICE __Q£_T_HE "WIRELESS PIONE�RSJ� 

Volume 2, Number I a "Winter Edition"====lSOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEDS- _: .. .January 1969 
I,. 

"'6TB.eot14£R,dmh ';!(�.
,mu{� 'tomi!!J'j!MJt 

1q &! If� l 7
SEASON'S GREETINGS I 

Speaking for 
the Officers and lllrectora of the 
SOCIETY -- as well as for m;yself, I 
w ld like to thank all those who 
sent us so many nice cards and letters during the holiday■• 

They are indeed appreciated and since it is difficult to 
conTey our thanks individually, we are taking this means of 
thanking one and all. We wish all members and their faa
ilies ••• the best of health, happiness and prosperity for 
the years ahead I 

We rish the Society of Wireless Pioneers - steady growth 
of the fine type of professional members that our Society 
seems to attract. May our stewardship justify your tr11Bt 
in us. 

Willi- .A.. Breniman 
IIIIIIIIICIIUIIHIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIHIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICllllllllllllll 

YOUR SOCIETY IS GROWING I

We are elated at the Society's 
growth rate. While Frank Geisel 
and the Ancient Mariner haTe put in 
many dedicated hours "beating the 
brush and scrounging the boondock■ .,
for eligible potential member■, we 
feel that the building of any worth 

WELCO\,.J\.� while organization such as our■ 

UU\I\IIUlllllllllllUIIIIUWUtnllllll/ require■ the active support and a

eTery ■e■ber. 
of their ti■e, 
to ye• that we 

bit of yeo11BD duty on the part of 
We do haTe IIIBnY who haTe giTen nry freely 

■oney and effort to thi■ end ••• and it i■ 
all owe a big debt of gratitllll_e. 

We belieye that the WIRELESS 
PIONEERS i■ now the LARGEST 
organization of "Rtt(e■sioa
al" bra■■-poanden in the 
world. We ■hould cro■a th• 
three handrod � ■hortly 
and reae■ber - we on.ly start
ed lu■ than a year a«•• 

11-DICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIHIC-ICIIII_IC_II_IICJllll-.011-
CeNfal aad he&rty groeting■ 

WELCOME ABOARD ! : !:r:-:�!!. at!:'�! :::u:7t 1 
the WIRELESS' PIONEER. We 
hepe you enjoy your arui■• 
with u■ aa• we'll preai■• 
aot te ■ead yeu for a �ottl• 
of••••• er haTe yeu leek 
for the .... tan wrenu. 

MARLINSPIKE WIRELESS, 
,_ 

The lexicon of the English language has suddenly been en
riched by the aboTe nomenclature from the aft-section of 
Ye Ancient Mariner's brain. We don't know whether it 
rill find its -y into Funk & Wagnall or Webster's books 
of words -- doubt if they will fight for the "scoop�• but 
we do think it is so■ewhat definitive of the early days 
of wireless when der iron men sailed der vooden ships or 
vas it der vooden men on der.iron ships? J..n:rway, we 
ha.,-e declared it "public domain" ••• you can use it with
out charge or pass it up. Its your choice. 

We ha.,-e been using a sort of ''Marlinapike \fireless" theme 
through our "PORTS o• CJ.LL" charging up the salt water 
with a bit of osone as we think this is what you like ? 

Ye Ed,(and "Old Bart") plan to give you what you want •••• 
but we are not mind readers. Our readers are an erudite 
group • .A.d■irals, General■, Business Tycoons and� 
prefessional men (including a few dentists) who all got 
their start toying aro'IIJld with "cat whiskers" before the 
art became highly sophisticated and we all learned the 
meani g of words we can't pronounce. Anyway, we feel 
that you can furnish con■tructive ■uggestion■ to i■proTe 
our "product-mix• ie: PORTS 0 1 C:ALL and the WIBEJ.fS$ 
PIONEER. So gentle-n - your ideas are welcome I We also 
invite yeu to send in pictures and stories for your paper, 
We'll try and fit th- in c..tng issues. Please be sure 
to ■end pix that are clear and sharp (close ups ■ostly) 
and PLEA.SE IDENTIFY the subject so we can title it 
correctly. Clippings from days long age in the age of 
Ma.rlin■pike Wirele■s can always be used. CQD1era should 
•end in the stories of their e-rgeucies. These first
person naratiTes are Tery interesting.

pORTS o• CJ.LL 

We hope to increase the size and scope of "PORTS o• CJ.LL" 
with two editiona annually. We will try to haTe it briD.f 
a cargo of ao■talgic -ries that rill bridge time and 
recall old ■hipmates and colleagues. 

THE WIRELESS PIONEER 

Th• n----1 - "WIRELESS PIONEl!lR" will alternate with 
P .o.c•. (Spring and Fall). We plan te reduce the size of 
W.P. te letter inataad ef legal si••• Thi■ will allo91· 
tlao■e wlae -• :S-Ring bindff9 et letter ■iz• to put all 
their pu�lieation■ ia ene �iuder. (■11ffeation et our 
Seaior Teep - The Earle et SeN■tepel (alia■) co-adore. 

.A. full directory et all ■--ben rill appear in at laaat 
•n• etlitioa et the WIRl:U'.SS' PIONEER yearly. The name■ of
11aew" ■--er■ rill appear in aaola publieation plu■ any
•- rogartli.Dc rosu].ar ...i,er■ ■uch a■ "chaag• of acblre■s'
et cetera. .A. ro■ter •f ■--benhip alphabetically an•
■erially rill al■• appear ia pORTS o• CALIJ. 

t2!:!£! 

.A.11 et th• Seaiety'■ publication■ are pu�li■hN and iateat 
N fer -iter■ ealy. They are net p•�li■hN fer •-r

cial •i■tri�utiea, roaal• er prefit. Th• •••text of-• 
!Jin• i■ eeui••"' per■oul betweea tla• llitoiet7 er •aoll 
-■11•r• 1 

II J B 1--11-CIIIIIINIIIICIIIIIII UD-1 •• ICllial-llllW 
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ae pl&DDing future editiona of "PORTS 0 1 CALL" and al•• 
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_ ■ t -11111 like te uee it in the -•t ceDeh'lactiYe -•r• 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIII ____ , . - •
� F t te _. •- 1""'8 t in th i d er 11D& ly •••bere .ur.uac ... ••• • r •••

Thie recorde the Yiait b7 ••- of th• Society'• •- promptly (eYen a few donated now and thea which we appre
bere and guest■ te ''KPH" Sept. 6 1961 honerinc th• 6G•th ciate ae yeu would be surprised how •uch poetage we 11ee) • 
miYer■ar:,- of the fw- firet rirelea• ce-ioatioa The SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS etill ha■ the LOWEST DUE§i 
acre■• the Pacific te Ha-ii (s- eter:,- ea Page 47). It OF ANY ORGANIZATION WE KN01f OF. lfe hope te keep it that 
wa■ a Yery- enjoyable outing and all •-b•r• appreciated -Y• Your cooperation will aeaiat in this effort. Col
the � hoepitality extended b7 Mr. Bill Bayt•• and staff lection laet year-. 98+ (percent) ef total •-berehip 
Identification of •-b•red pix on Page 3 i• ae follo-1 which we think ia a ■arYelo11e attaiaaeat and indicatiYe of 

� �m,i:&,-ilm«\W'W"V'WWWWU.-�,¾�=-a,'""� 
the -y eur --■bere .,..lue their •-b•rehip. 

Yeu rill find a handy "atate-nt" for11 (yellow) ceTerThia -■ taken of part of the grevp on front etepa o! XMm ing your dues for 1969. It ha■ been left blank due te werll:bldg., at Bolinae. Me•b•re or gueet■, ae follow! ( ) 1-d inYolyed in getting out this edition. You rill help 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D • 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 

Hedley Mllrria 
Bill Breniaan 
Claacle Cole (G) 
ll'aer:,- St.paon 
Frank Geisel 
Bob Shrader 
Jack Miehe 

Dick Jollnstone 

I. Ray Newby
J. --uoward � 
K. .Robert Lo Siapa

G. Paul Gray 
Lorin De Merritt 
Barney La Fetra 
Earl Wohler 

L. 
M. 
N. 
o. 
p Cl;yu Suaderlltlld 

Q. Bal.I'& Robo7 (G) 
(G) 

Interior Receiving Station (Marine) with Manager "WH" Bill 
Hayton at left, "LR" Lea Burger, "Ji'G" Frank Geiael - Ex 
Mgr KPH and "AL" Al Leal, Staff Operator (right). Other 
meaber-peratora on duty but not in pix include "EF" Earle 
Foster and 111!:B" Earl Brand. 

1�;�;t@.m,.=:w.:�.a.� ''!:!;!''W--.��·· 
Transmitter site: Facing camera - (foreground) Lorin 
De Merritt, then L-R, Dick Johnstone, Earl lfohler, Eiary 
Simpa- and Jack Miehe. Prank Spioer (left) 

� W:-i&/m'/filjf!i!i@Wltlii!&H · -···-,�==miim� 

11e a let by filling in your own naae, addreae, zip and 
Serial N-ber. Thia bit of yeo■an duty, plua prompt 
return (and s.A.S.E. for wallet-card/receipt) rill help a 
lot. 'DUillK. YOV. 

IIIDt-lDIIINltll�IIDI-IIIIDI-DIUINlnlllDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIHHIIII 

CERTIFICATES & M-SHIP CARDS. . �c,-,11�nc1-111D1-NIIDI-IDl-..cl-lllDII-IDI-IIIIDII 
We expect to have -llet-■ize •e■berehip carde aY&il

able and ready to return to all •••b•re upon receipt of 
their 1969 du••• Pleaae send S.A.s.E. when yeu return 
the encl-ed yellow blank otarte•nt fer. properly filled 
out. Card rill be proaptly returned for your receipt. 

lfe also expect to have a Yer,: attractive ..,.11 cert
ificate ready iD the Yery near future. For11at is present
ly being studied by our officere. The certificate rill be 
011e that you rill be proud to dioplay iD aa;,- roo•• It ia 
■ulti-colored, diglli.fied and om.ate artifact, identifying
you by na■e with the early days of the profession. Yo11 
rill be proud of it and we fHl it rill find a pro■in ent
spot in your ho•e or den.

Th••• oertificatea are quite expenaiye te print and Left - Jack Miehe, V.P. (Chaptere); and •• Earl Wohler om process and their ■ailing rill require PROTECTED FLAT Senior Vice President. covering to ina.are arriYal in the beat ef cendition. 
No, 5 w�ws-.,..m ™"'%::'°:t:ssr�;till.W:'UmW.-%'mW�@. ===:mm=�

Front view of KPH Transmitter building. NO. t ia a roar 
view of the same bldg., fro• spot about •id-y to the old 
•otor-generater building. The start of the -■t antenna 
far11 can be seen to right and left of driYeway. 

Call for Dues 

!hie rill be a0111ewhat costly in postage and e.xtra 
aateriale needed, hence we suggest encl-iJag an extra :50• 
(ainiaa) er Sl.00 te coyer ceat and pe■tac•• It rill be 
yery -ch appreciated. Certificates rill be ■ailed, fold
ocl ritheut extra c-t if•• •Hired, howeyer, we are 
concerned about their ce11ditioa •• arriYAl. Aa ad•ed aote1 
Pl ... • be patient. The job ef proceoaing rill take t1-. 
lfe rill handle in rotation 11po11 receipt of duH and ord•re• 
hence •••• delay -Y be erperienc•d• 

H W • DI-II 

NEXT ANNUAL 1MEETING. PLANS 
BARGE • 91 WON'T MAKE IT _______ a. __ ■NEI ________ _ 

2 

IN TIME 

NOW! !J 

I 
As J'OU can plainly •••• thi■ areae-

abl• faoei■il• of oar keaol'llbl• Troaearer at 
left giYeo a good indicatio11 of our "PJ"o•-t 

I 
State of Societ7 Poeketbook•• ACTUALLY, e11r 
Troaearer i• a llaM■o- aaa aacl 011r -,ocket
beok i .. •t q-.ite tllia flat - .._r tile 

r.i;;..---111��1 bcheqaer i• ••fferiac froa aaeaia. A tl'IID■ 
fuioa of Terdaat ere•• flu• (like fiY• SIS 
bill• er paper ef equl poteaq) wuH all""' 
iate tile disorder 1tafere it be•-• uroaia, 
and roetere it to a k-ltllJ' etat•• 

Tile next aaa-1 l1ach••• "Crlli••" et the 8eciet7 au 
•••bere rill take place at W,"4 Cff♦BTJU, Villa Sqaare, 
§M H1t11, Cali(orpia, ■taruy at 11,;,oAJ!, Satvu7, Jlelp. 
11 1N9. 

Tlae looatioa wa■ aelnted b7 •11r Seu-otar:,-, Cit CadJ' 
for the folloriq roaaena1 (1) It ie ... 117 •••-bl• 
to the -jorit7 ef ■-ltora. (2) .Uel(ll&to, eloaa and 
taet,, f ... fer tile •onq aa,i (3) lloaeoaabl• price fer th• 
area. Parltias i• al■o oaeil7 a.,..ilabl•• 

P'lerth•r iDfor.atiea a1taut thi■ llig -tias, llhioh..,. 
kopo all ■-ltora '■Ile aaa rill att-,i rill 11• fo-cl b7 t
iac to Pace - .u of tlaie ia■• (Pi.ak 8hoet). 

GUAJWfBID A'ftDJWICJl i■ roqllir8' •• .._. reeor
.,..ti•u ril1 haye to '• hraioh_.e' Mero - thi■ rill lie 
fo-• •• the "piak alloet" aot•• allaTa. 

- - - - - - PL&JISI: PI.Alf TO .All'SJI]) THIS UJJICHE<II - - -

WIREWS PIO
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PORTS 0' CALL 

THE WIRELESS PIONEER 

·�

I 

, , , 

Born, raiaed and attended ■chool■ at Ft. Collina, Cole, 
including Colorado State UDiT• 'nle ■inking ef RIG· "TITANIC• 
fired i.Dtere■t in 1'Wirele■■" and at llS he waa experi-nti.Dg 
with "Trana-Oceanic" long--Te coila, coaplero, etc. etc • 

SerTed in the U.S. Nav,- during n-1 aa aipal.aan and 
radio "gadget" - paid off at ''NAT" New Orleana (Algien) 
and attended Marconi Wireleas Institute, s. F. After Grad� 
-tion 1919 ahipped out on ''W R T" The Georg• If. Elder ef 
Pacific Mail Line. Later aerTed on .any ahipa. Publi■hed 
"Trana-Pacific Radio Operatora Guide" 1920, C�icationa
Jeurnal - 1929, Flight Log - 19-i6-50, The J.i� Pioaeer 
1958-416. Loamed to fly 1924 - Meaber "OX-:1 Clalt ef .taer
iea (#55111), alao J.rlation lfritero J.aa••• Feraer -••r 
IRE 1929-32 and -ber .4aeriean Meteerolegical Beciet;:r aa 
well••� othera.

BerT .. aa Deputy Chief, Coanmicationa DiTiaiea, C�Til 
Aeronautic■ J.dainiatration, lfaahingten, D. c. wllea it bad 
tla• larc••t 1 ..... wire teletype eireait17 ia tile -rld ... 
alae en• ef lar1eat oe-1.oati- ayate• ritla eTer 4-&eO 
ce-icatioaa peroenael. Chief Operatieaa llraaela fer Pa•• 
l'fort�-•t Regien c.A.A., and retirod u Chief Tec:laaiul 

· SerTioea ... Plaaaing Brann, Lea A.plea (11 lfeatel'II
Statu) 19117. SerTed u Techaieal Expert te Depart-at et 
State 1950. Participated 1a firot l'fatioaal "DX• Radie 
ooateat 1123 aa "anuer -" at Statiea ''KJLJ" Le■ .Aaple■ 
ritla Mr. Loe De Foroat at "If OR" Newark. M&Aapr B.o.■ ....

Lea AaplH 1 Owner/Naaa1•r Lea Angel•• Ra•ie lnatitate lN2
/231 DI fer IDICA 1927. Relda -.;:r eertifieatea aa4 •�
fro■ tile U.S. GeTe ..... eat. Aatlaerod 11Titaaie• arti•l• ltll. 

DEDICATED - to the,,,.. who ''w,,nt down to ,ca In ship•" a., Wlrele.,s Telegraphers and all t/w,e who 
have ea""'d their llt>lng "pounding l,ra,." a, wlre/e., or radio • a/nee the do of Marconi. 

•



Reker, I-f ero of the Admiral Sampson 

'.l' h c S t o ,. y o f th e W i ,. el cs s 

Operator who Sac1·ificed His Life 

to Live up to His "Ideals of Dutu 

I11a111111111111a111111111111a111111111111a IIIIIIIII IIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIII IIICIIIIIIIIIIII CIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIHUCIIIINIII IIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIICJIIUIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIII 

55 

. : Sampson's after hatch was still jammed : when the Canadian Pacific liner arrived : in Seattle with the survivors. • With the impact the Sampson began: to fill, and the captain of the Victoria,
Princess VI t I : realizing the danger of the doomed ship,C Or a : rang for slow speed ahead and kept the

MCM 

. 

: THE name of \V. E. Reker has been : This is a reprint of the : _added to the list of l\Iar<:oni 1:1en: story of the sinking of the: "·ho died as heroes. He was s_e111or W(re- : SS ADMIRAL SAMPSON/WAS b • less operator on the steamsl11p Adm1ral1• . y : Sampson, which sank off Point-no-Point, : CPR Liner PRINCESS V'!�TORIA: near Seattle, Wash., after coming into, MCM on Aug. 25 1914 as pub: collision with the Princess Victoria, re-: lished in "The Wireless Age: suiting in the loss of eight lives. While 1
: issue of October 1914.: the Sampson was foundering he made : : his way to the captain on the bridge, pre-: F Wi h N : £erring to share whatever fate overtook : Member, Henry . • 8 r, 0 • : his commander rather than seek safety: 82-SGP was Junior Operator : by lea Ying the doomed craft. And on : at time of sinking and has : the vessel he remained, even as the: furnished reprint of story. : \\"aters claimed the ship for their own. : : Not less prai�ewor_thy_ was the _con- : Reker' s name is on the: duct of H. F. \\1 1ehr, JUmor Marcom op- . : erator 011 the Sampson. He stayed on: Memorial to Wireless Heroes

: the vessel until the last, finally being: in Battery Park, New York. : compelled to jump over the side. He : : was picked up by one of the lifeboats. : Henry recall• Walter Reker• The Sampson, owned by the Pacific : as "ONE SWELL GUY": Alaska 1 avigation Company, was feel- : • • • • 

I: bow of the Victoria jammed in the gap: ing wound. The vessels were so close : together that the majority of the Samp: son's passengers were able _to climb on : board the Victoria. The bow of the : Victoria entered the side of the Sampson : at a point where a considerable quantity : of fuel oil was stored and crushed sev: era! large containers. They were set · ablaze and in an instant both vessels: were enveloped in flames. For a time• it seemed as if both the Victoria and: the Sampson would be destroyed by fire.: The Victoria, however, soon backed: away and stood by to pick up the passen: gers that were being lowered to the: water in boats. When the Victoria: backed away the gap in the Sampson's: side was left uncovered and the latter: began to settle. She went to the bottom: four minutes after she was struck.

: ing her way carefully along her course : : soon before five o'clock on the morning : : of August 25. The majority of the pas- : : sengers were asleep in their berths, but : : some, aroused by the siren, had come on : · deck. The Princess Victoria, of the :: Canadian Pacific line, was also making :: her way through the fog in much the :··same cautious manner as the Sampson. : • The fog whistles on both vessels were : : sounded continuously, according to re- : : ports of the accident, but the thick mist : :blanketed the warnings. Neither ship ::was steaming faster than approximately :: three miles an hour when the crash oc- : : curred. The Victoria rammed the : : Sampson, a steel vessel, directly on a : : line with the after hatch, cut three- : 

In the meantime the wireless ,operator : on the Victoria had not been idle. He : sent out an SOS call which was picked : up at the Marconi station ·at Seattle by : , A. E. W ol £, and established communica: tion with the steamship Admiral Wat: son. The first information that came by : wireless was to the effect that the Samp: son and Victoria were in collision. Then : came a marconigram saying that the 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

: fourths of the way through her and : 17'\ :opened a 12-foot gash in the steel plates: WAS - Admiral Sampson 
0 :of the former. in which the covf'r of the 

11•111mn111•111D11111....an11 .. n111am11111111a111111111111a111111111111a111111111111a111111111111DIIIIIIHIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIHIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDI 



1i11111111c111111111111c1111111nmc111111111111c111111111111c1111111.umc111111111111c111111111111c111111111111a111111111111a111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c1111111c 
: Sampson had gone to the bottom. The e #ij 

@h 
§ 

: Unalga le�t Port Towns�nd when news§ HENRY f WIEHR A SALUTE I � 
: of the accident was received and began 5 • • = 

:a search �r bodies. Among the victi�s ����==�������=�����=��=���=== � 
: of the accident was Z. M. Moore, captain e E , TE Th S St · t t · el = 
: of the Sampson. Only two pas·sengers � DITOR S NO I e ampson ocy is no e: 

ir y
� 

: out of a total of fifty-four lost their 15 correct. Member Wiehr WAS T THE 
a 

: lives. § KEY of 11\VAS11 -- SENT THE SOS -- remained at his post §
: Operator Wiehr, who was on quty § of duty - contacting KPE until MCM "QRMed II him. � 
: when the co II is ion occurred, immed iatel Y 'c1111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111c111111111111E 
: awakene1 Reker. �he latter had every: "We sincerely share your grief that so : _ 

��: 

: o�portumty of _findmg a way to s_afety :promising a career should have been
1
:•� "'9m@1Mt�, : 

: Wl!h the remainder of _the survivors. :brought to such an untimely end and :

�
, w �� v·· :

: �1ehr last saw the semor operator a :seek what small consolation there is in : · · � · ,-=- - - -- : 
: mmut� before the Samps�:m sank. �t: the thought that the great voyage on!: •. ,r- · By Merritt Arbuckle : 
: that time Reker was leavmg t�e soc_1al: which he has embarked will be more : . :. ·, ... �� �.;� : 
: hall. _Reker was seen on the bridge with: glorious than the fat� ful one which took : �L � P-34 • :

: Capta1? Z. M. M?ore of the Sam_pson a: him from us and from you." 
: few minutes previously. The senior op-: W. E. Reker was born in St. Paul,: 
:1erator did not posse�s a life pr,•;,'rver: Minn., twenty years ago. He entered: 

D
O sailors experience many

: and was unable to swim. : the Marconi service eiahteen months: thrills? The Marconi Wireless '!\,l, ., :-iph: ago and had been detafled at various: 
• Company of America sent.';,, inl:,,wing:times on the steamships Dirigo, Dorax: Well,_ son, I'll say.they do!
: letter to Theodore Reker, i, 'i,'l" of tlie:and Admiral Sampson. ;And, seerngmat you ve 

asked m(' 
: �perator: _ ·

; _ 
_. ,... : Wiehr reporte_d that th<:re was a�so-: I'll relate a few to otr~

' 
• Mr. Theodore Reker, 3 1 - , • ',teen th• lutely no necessity for usmg the wire-· If' · t h th 

y
r.. Street, San Francisco, C,11. : less apparatus of the Sampson because: s

A
no

th
so m

l 
uc 

h
e worl\. we do 

"D M R k N I t 1 fi t • ' · s e Paces t at we seeear r. e er: ow t 1a t 1e rs • when she struck he could hear the op-· A d h I t t h' k' : sho.ck of your bereavement has passed,: erator of the Victoria communicating: n
M w en ge O t rn mg 

· th· t t -t d t • • . . • any scenes come back to me
: 1s company ven _ures o e":- en o you: with ship and shore. He assisted sev-:
. some measure of its apprcc1at1on of the-era! passengers i11 adjusting life belt�·I' b 
: noble devotion to duty shown by your: and took charge of a th rce-year-old boy.: v

T
e

h 
ee

f
n to dear old Italy-

. 
ti · M · t ti · • at ar off sunny shore· • son, 1e se111or arcom opera or on 1e • \Vhcn the Sampson was about to be en-· A 1 

- ' ' 
: Admiral Sampson, who calmly and he-: ·•111 fed by the waters he was compelled: O

and of song and laug�ter, 
: roically went down with the ship he had:to throw himself over the side. He: ne rould ask for nothrng _more. 
: served so well. : was drawn down by the suction of the: In �0nd�n I have had my flrng-
: "Our official reports show that as the: sinking vessel and when he came to the: Piccadiily and �he Strand; 
: vessel _ was sinking he ma_de his �vay to;surface seized a bit of floating wreckage :But Enghsh fog is_ not for me
. the bridge to report to his captam, de-. He clunCT to this until one of the life-. I prefer my native land. 
: liberately ignoring opportunities of se-: boats re:ched him. : . . 
: cu_rin� safety wit!� the passenge_rs, and: Georg-c s. De Sousa, traffic manag-et · W1�h pleasure I recall the times
: thmkmg <?nly _of his duty as a shtp s of-: of the Marconi Company, sent the fol-I Ive been. to gay Paree . 
:,ficer. It 1s evident that had he :,o ,·ho::;cn: Jowina letter to Wiehr: 1Where I tried to parle the hngo . 
: he might have saved his ow11 : , For: "D:ar Mr. \Vichr: According to the But could only say, "Wee! Wee!" :
: he wa�_ ?ff duty and a_sleep at t:,,• 1 i1_11e: reports I have rccci\'cd concerning the And Germany-I've been �here, too, :
: o� colhs1on, a_nd. the wireless appeal It ,r: loss of the SS .. \dmiral Sampson, you And gazed up�m the.,Rhrne; ,, 
: aid to the smkmg vessel had alreac.ly: conducted yo11r�cl f ,1 ,·!1, and I wish to But that w�s pr10r �o Der �ag
: been answe:ed. _1:hat he further _upheld: extend to you a wor , I) r appreciation for When Wilhelm tried to chmb. 
: the Marcom trad1t10n and sought mstead: faithful service nob,,· performed under
: his post by the_ side of the. commanding: trying conditions. 

- T ook a sojourn to the F�r Ea�t. 
: of!icer makes his record an immortal one: "Facing death fca rlcssly in the line Looked o� many a

1

mazrng sights; 
: with tho�e who }1ave c�u_rageously gone: of duty has become a tradition among Felt the thrill th�t I II re!Ilember
: -�o ,?eath 111 the simple d1s_charge of duty.: Marconi operators, but your considera- Fro� those Oriental mghts_. 
: Your son was one of our 1:1ost val-:ltion for the safety of passengers when And I ve been to Honolulu-
: ued _employees, a thoro?ghly reliable and: your official duties had been discharged By the beach called Waikiki, 
: efficient operator, held_ 111 lugh_ esteem by: showed a high courage that will live long Where they do _the hula hula
: fellow �o.rkers ar_id h�s. superior .officers. :1as an inspiration to your fellow workers. In the moonlight by the sea. 
: Appreciation of _his ability ':"as express�d: "We treasure the thollght that actions 1 

, 
:tmany tn-i:ies d_urmg the period he was m: such as yours have been performed in Yes, son! It s great to travel
:�:mr se�_ice; 111 fa_ct, on the v�ry even-:the service of this company and that wel In the free and easy �ay. 
: mg p�df to �he dtsaster Capta1_n Mo�re:lhave in ·your case an instance of excep-But, somehow. a homesick feeling •: o! the Admira� Sampson p�a1sed him: tional devotion to duty in the cause of S�ems to come at close of day. : 
:

E

ghly to Super!ntendent Ir':"m and e:lf--: humanity. So I ve come to the conclusion : 
• ressed -the wish that this company• "I am happy your life has been spared That, to me . the joy of joys • 
: ould not transfer him while the captain: and I trust that you will continue to

)
Is to hear the Skipper saying- : 

; . l�}.n. f<?��� •..•• · ••••••.• _ ••••••. f:!1}?!. ��1. 1:1.e:!t. �����s.s . �� _o _u_r _ �:1:':i��:� "We'll be home tomorrow,_ boys!" !
THE WIRELESS AGE I
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Early West Coast Stations 
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DRAWING BY W A. Brc�inun 

- - . - . - - . . - - . . -
BY: Cdr. Richard Johnstone USN(R) 

Marconi Operator "IG'H" S.F. 

(Here follows a bit of old time Pacific Coast 
Wireless History. Early in the 19001s 
lets say from 1904-05 to about 1912) 

During the above period many Pacific Coast steamers, 
passenger ships, freighters, oil-tankers, and steam schoon
ers were equipped and being equipped with the WJRELESS TEL
EGRAPH, Such a word as "RADIO" was unknown. 

There were no rules, regulations, licenses or a selec
tion of wave-lengths. Everybody was "in the act" including 
the United States Government with Army and Navy ships ana 
stations - and amateurs. The "Wireless Association of 
America" had enrolled 9

9
000 members according to their June 

1910 Blue Book, the first Amateur Wireless Club. I was a 
member and listed as "RJ" in San Francisco, 

The Station with the most power could be heard - true 
enough, but the interference caused by other stations, com
mercial, government and amateurs, killed his receiving 
possibilities. 

Five commercial companies were engaged in equipping 
ship and shore stations, named her in order of their rise 
and fall. Each were finally absorbed by the MARCONI WIRE
LESS TELEGRAPH COMPANY LTD,, in 1912. 

{
Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company ]! 
De Forest Wireless Telegraph Company 
United Wireless Telegraph Company 
Massie Wireless Telegraph Company 
Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company 

In later years there were eight other commercial wire
less concerns active on the Pacific Coast, better known as 
RADIO companies. 

You ,vill notice all five companies had the name "TELE
GRAPH" included in their title. Besides equipping ships 
with wireless, each company had planned a chain of "shore" 
stations to maintain contact between inland cities, and 
therefore compete with the land-line telegraph companies. 

Wireless shore stations were located in Pasadena, Sac
ramento, Roseburg and Eugene Oregon and other inland points 
One UNITED station was located in the TUDA CITY-MARYSVILLE 
district to maintain a constant direct contact with s San 
Francisco based mining company. This project, like all the 
inland endeavors, could not equal the land line telegraph 
service and accuracy, due to atmospheric disturbances, as 
well as inefficient receiving equipment, so the station to 
station projects fell by the wayside, leaving only wireless 
stations along the coastline for ship to shore conmunica
tions. 

Wireless communication in these early days was far 
from consistent. In summer the roaring static prohibited 
dependable operation, and the signal drop during daylight 
was a continual problem. Like any other new development, 
the wireless had its difficulties. For instance - the 
gasoline engine and automobile tires in the early 1900•s. 
'I well recall eleven tire blow-outs between San Francisco 
and Reno. So WIRELESS too had its progress or "growing" 
pains. 

In the period before 1909 each ship and station had 
1'VO LE1TER CALLS. Like Monterey was "PQ" and San Francisco 
was "PH". Seattle was "PA". A look at the map to the left 
ehows the location and calls of some of these Pacific Coast 
WIRELESS STATIONS,(Ed. note: Map drawn by W,A.B. from infor 
aation furnished by "RJ"),

(Continued on next page) 
0 



"Dick" Johnstone recalls the "Early Days" Early Station Call Letters 
J...� 

�t·�c• 
of Wireless on the Pacific Coast

There was no systematic issuance of any of the ship 
or shore station calls because each company issued any call 
or combination they wished. It was noted in call lists 
published prior to 1909 and 1910 that many were incorrect. 
For instance the 1909 call list shows the steamer QUEEN•s 
call as "A2". As it happened, I was operator on the s.s. 
ACAPULCO with the "A2" call and my Dad was Captain of the 
S.S. QUEEN �ith the call letter "GX". Many nights, as an 
amateur I listed for the "GX", This information was re
called only to show that there were many incorrections and 
mixups. 

The PACIFIC 'KIRELESS COMPANY first used single calls 
like "A" for their Avalon station, and "G" for their Los 
Angeles station. The De Forest Company used the letter 
"P" as a prefix, such as "PH" for their San Francisco (Pal
ace Hotel) station. The MASSIE WIRELESS COMPANY used 
letter and combination numberal calls such as "H2" for 
their ship stations. ("H2" was the S.S. ROSE CITY). Massie 
also used the first three letter calls on the Pacific 
Coast. Their San Francisco station at the Cliff House was 
"IAA" and the S.S. CUZCO was 11IA0 11 and the S.S. HYADES ans
wered to the call "IAC". 

For reference a list of some Pacific Coast stations 
and their early calls is shown on Page Seven. See how 
many of these you can recall, They were all SPARK trans
mitters with crystal detectors, 

COASTAL STATION 
(Location) 

Avalon (Catalina Isl,) 
Los Angeles, Calif, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 
San Diego, Calif, 
Pasadena, Calif, 

Santa Barbara, Calif, 
San Luis Obispo 
Monterey 
San Francisco 
Sacramento 

Yuba City 
Eureka, Calif, 
Marshfield, Oregon 
Roseburg, Oregon 
Salem, Oregon 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
Astoria, Oregon 
Aberdeen, Washington 
Gray's Harbor, Washn, 
Port Townsend, Washn, 

Tacoma, Washn. 
Friday Harbor, Washn 
SEATTLE, IV ASl·IN. 
SEATTLE, WASHN. 
Olympia, Washn. Following the HMS TITANIC disaster in 1912, by inter

national agreement, all uations adopted a systematic call 
letter proceedure., and were allocated three letter calls Bellingham, Washn. 

with a prefix letter for identification, The United State, Vancouver, B. C. 

Navy had already adopted the prefix "N" and their Atlantic Victoria, B, C, 
Coast stations included "NAA" to "NAZ", The Pacific North Victoria, B, C. 

Coast stations started with "NPA" to "NPZ". 

Commercial coastal stations on the East Coast were 
assigned calls with the prefix "W" like "'ICC", ''ll'NY" amd so 
forth, East Coast ship stations were assigned calls with 

Honolulu, Oahu (M.T.S.) 
Molokai (M.T.s.) 
Puako (H.T.S.) 
Maui (M,T.S.) 
Kaui (M.T.S.) a "K" prefix like "KSH", On the Pacific Coast it was just 

the opposite as the Coastal stations used a ''K:' prefix like 
"KPH" and the ships used a ''IV" prefix like ''IVl-10", ''WRH" etc, San Francisco, Calif, 

CALL 
before 

1909 
"A" & 
"G'' 

PJ 
PK 
DE 

OF 
ON 
PQ 

PH 
DG 

PN 
Pil 
PX 
DO 
OM 

PE 
PC 

PF 
PG 
OS 

PB 
PD 
PA 
DA 
PY 

PU 
OF 
PR 
PW 

HU 
AM 
KA 
LA 
NW 

IAA 

CALL COMPANY 
listed Operating 
ill.L_ 

"PI" KPI Pacific 
---

" 

KPJ UWT 
--- UWT 
--- Pacific 

--- Pacific 
KDN UWT 
--- UWT 
KPH lJ\VT 
--- Pacific 

--- UIVT 
KPM UWT 
KPX UWT 
--- Pacific 
-- Pacific 

-- UWT 
KPC UWT 
--- UWT 
--- UWT 
--- Pacific 

--- UWT 
KPD UWT 
KPA UWT 
--- Pacific 
--- U\VT 

--- UWT 
--- Marconi 
--- Marconi 
--- Marconi 

KHK DeForest 
--- DeForest 
--- DeForest 
--- DeForest 
--- DeForest 

--- Massie 

-

Japanese ships used three letter combinations starting 
with the letter "J" - "JTY", "JSH" and so forth, BRITISH 
ships, in part were identified with� call letter using the 
letter "B" and "V", etc,, also the letter "M", GERMAN 
ships used "D" among others to identify them. Each nation 
had its allocation, and as more ships were built and more 
stations were added, in less than ten years we find FOUR 
LETTER cal�s were added, and as this is written, we have 
five and six letter calls in use, 

Many of the above stations were built by De Forest 
and sold to United Wireless Telegraph Company. Same 
�pplied to the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company, then 
in turn sold to the Massie Wireless Telegraph Company -
finally all taken over by the Marconi Company, except 
the Hawaiian chain in 1912. 

U.S.NAVY CALLS PACIFIC COAST 

Throughout the years the call letter situation has 
been in somewhat of a "muddle" --- always changing --always 
cancellations --- always additions --- but in keeping with 
progress. 

CORDOVA, ALASKA 

SITKA, ALASKA 

BREMERTON, PUGET SOUND 

TATOOSH ISLAND, WASHN. 

NORTH HEAD, WASHNINGTON 

CAPE BLANCO, OREGON 
Those of us who can recall these early days of the 

WIRELESS have enjoyed every bit of it, It was exciting -
a great adventure --- fifty miles -- 100 miles --- every
thing was an accomplishment. You were part of the "WONDER- TABLE BLUFF, CALIF. 

FUL WORLD OF THE WIRELESS". You didn't have a loud speaker MARE ISLAND, CALIF.(•••) 
You sat there in the tropics with a heavy head-set •lamped 
to your ears -- a tiny piece of galena, You held your FARALLON ISLANDS, CALIF. 

breath -- a faint signal --- and you copied the press news YERBA BUENA ISLAND, CA. 
of the day from "KPH"---- might have been me who was send
ing it ----

With 73 1 s 

_-l 
"Dick Johnstone 

"RJ" at old ''KPH" 

Pt, Arguello, Calif, 

POINT LOMA, CALIF. 

HONOLULU 1 (PEARL HBR) 

(•••) PS: In 1910 Mare 
was the first 500 cycle 

--- NPA 

--- NPB 

--- NPC 

--- NPD 

U.S.H. --- NPE 

TA NPF 

TD NPW 

TG NPH (now NPG) 

TH NPI 

TI NPJ (now NPG) 

TK NPK 

TM NPL 
.. NPM 

Island Navy Yard signed "NPH" and 
quenched spark I had ever heard, 

NOTE: While three letter calls became "in order" in 1912 
The following list of WIRELESS STATIONS and SHIPS (in the 
R.H. column) date back to the early 1900•s --- 1905 --1912 
will refresh your memories. No doubt you will recall 
some of these first calls, (Company names are abbreviated 
in the last column, ie: "Pacific" for Pacific Wireless Tel
egraph Co"; UWT for United1 "DeF" for DeForest, etc,) 

the Nay Stations used the three letter calls before 
that time• The WIRELESS ASSOCIATION "BLUE BOOK" 
dated and corrected to June 1st 1910 lists all the 
above three letter calla, 

" R J " 
(See Early Day ship calls on page 9) 
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CALL 

SHIP NAME 

SS ACAPULCO 
SS ASIA 
SS ALLIANCE 
SS l'RESID£NT 
SS GOl"ERNOR 

SS CITY OF PUE&,() 
SS QUEEN 
SS CITY OF TOPEKA 
SS SANTA CLARA 
SS GEO. W. ELDER 

SS ROANOKE 
SS ROSE CITY 
SS HUMBOLDT 
SS HANALEI 
SS BUCKMAN 

SS WATSON 
SS PORTLAND 
SS E,\!TERPRISE 
SS HILONIAN 
SS LURLINE 

SS HYADES 
SS NORTHWESTERN 
SS VICTORIA 
SS YUCATAN 
SS REV. CUTTER BEAR 
SS NANN SMITH 

ss ADELHE smTII 
SS TENYO :-tARU 
SS NIPPON �IARU 
SS AU.MEDA 

SS MARIPOSA 
USAT. THO�IAS 
USAT. SHERMAN 
USAT. SHERIDAN 
USAT. LOGAN 

PRIOR 

' .:1
.::.
90::.,:9

:;.._
_ 

A2 
WT 
BW 
G2 
B2 

GQ 
GX 
GY 
AK 
M2 

S2 
H2 
D2 
HN 
P? 

PB 
P3 
Pl 
P2 
U2 

IAC 
AN 
AD 
AG 
RCB 
BO 

HS 
TTY 
TNP 
HD 

HK 
AW 
ATR 
ATS 
ATK 

SS YALE RY 
SS HARV ARD RH 
SS ASUNCION (TKR) GM 
SS ATLAS GN 
SS CAPT. A.F. LUCAS GB 

BARGE #91 GD 
SS MAVERICK GH 
SS W.S. PORTER RD 
SS MACKINAW HW 
SS COL. E. L. DR.AKE P5 

CALL 
1912 

wwo 

WRY 
WGP 
WGR 

WGQ 
WGX 
WGY 
WRS 
WRT 

WRR 
\VWR 
WHX 
WHN 
WAY 

WAW 
\VNV 
WMN 
WM�! 
WML 

\Vf.ll( 
WAN 
WAD 
\Vf.lY 

woo 

WJIS 
JTY 
JNP 
WHD 

WJIK 
WXM 
IVXK 
WXJ 
WXF 

WRY 
WRH 
WTX 
\VTT 

WTV 

WTU 
WTW 
WTII 

WHW 
WTS 

REMARKS 

Sunk 1911 

Sunk 1921 

Sunk 1915 

S - 1916 

S - 1931 

Many of the above vessels were equipped with spark 
sets, Massie Wireless Systems (mostly those with letter
number calls were Massie). Others equipped with UNITED 
WIRELESS spark equipment. In 1912 practically all were 
taken over by the MARCONICOMPANY except the U.S. Anny 
transports and the Revenue Cutter "Bear" and two Japanese 
ships as above. 

(ED. NOTE: See Commander Richard Johnstone 1 s 
book • • • ''1-IY SAN FRANCISCO STORY OF Tl-IE WATER
FRONT AND Tl{E WIRELESS" for other nostalgic 
recounting of early day history on the Pacific.) 
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BS Yea!�,.�!=�.� "°"·� l J.k
. , ,. -

Like all steamers of that time she was first equipped with 
sails to help her along with fair winds. She originally 
had a compound engine with a clutch to disconnect the 
propeller when on sail, but it only lasted two years, when 
her triple expansion was installed. This lasted the rest 
of her long life and must have been designed by a brilliant 
engineer. The valve linkage was so complicated that eng
ineers, in working on it, would always leave one set 
intact as a sample for re-assembling. 

The "VIC" was used as a transport during the Boer and 
Spanish-American wars, carrying troops to Africa and the 
Phillipines. Having clean lines and being made of wrough� 
iron, instead of the usual steel, she made a very good shi

f for pounding through Bering Sea ice. Therefore, she 
served most of her long life on the Nome run. Being a fast 
ship for that period - about 15 !mots - she would outrun 
her many competitors and be the first in Nome each Spring. 
Also, she was usually the last one out in the Fall, always 
taking chances of being caught in the Artie. She origin
ally carried 790 passengers and crew, which later was red
uced with more stringent modern marine regulations. 

\Ve would herald Spring for Nome residents with Capt. 
Johnnie O•Brian•s famous private steam siren,,sometimes 
after being stuck in the ice fields for a week or more. 
Our arrival certainly was a time of great rejoicing by 
"Nomites" - after their long eight months of isolation 
and especially before the days of radios. 

In 1955, the "Vic" ended up in a Japanese junk yard, 
AFTER 85 YEARS plying the seven seas with nary a mishap 
of consequence. 

Dexter s. Bartlett 
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"GLEANINGS" from Modern Electrics and ,,,,,.,,,. u.,,11.,., 
Popular Electricity. 

( By - "Old Bart" ) 
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J.J. DUCK & CO. A new compressed spark gap. 

ADAMS-MORGAN CO. Most efficient loose coupler on the 
market. 

C. BRANDIES: Superior headset for $5.00. Send 2t stamp 
for catalogue. 

HALLER CUNNINGHAM ELECTRIC CO. New "Halcum" detector. 

THORDARSON ELEC. CO: Operators say ••• "our transformers 
are the best 11• 

RADIO TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH CO: New De Forest audion det
ector - S25.00 

CLAPP EASTI-IAN CO: One KW "Bli tzen" Xformer - $36 .oo 

WM J. �ruRDOCK CO: 54.00 variable condenser for every 
station. 

J. H. BUNNEL & CO: Beeko rheostat - 60t. 

cm10s ELECTRIC CO: Unimprovable crystal detectors (???) 

ELECTRO-IMPORTING CO: Electrolytic interrupter will inc-
rease sending range 100%. Bull dog spark coils, Leydo 
jars, etc. 

(Note: Each issue had at least eight ads of Wireless 
schools - "See the world and get paid for it" variety. 
(S30.00 per month). 

Even in 1911, crude attempts were made to discover oil, 
coat and ore bodies by wireless. 

OLD TIME NICKNAMES: (Four letter ones omitted): "SPARKS" 
Wireless Wizard", "Trouble", "Big-Noise" "Marconiman", 
(English); De Forest telegratter "; "Soft-snap", "Air
filler" and "Long Distance". 

7
Wireless Operators are subject to anemia due to unsanita 

ships and ozone from spark gaps. 

September and October 1913 issues of "MODERN ELECTRICS" 
has ham station lists of the sixth, seventh, eighth and 
ninth districts. (I have no earlier editions for the rest) 

"OLD BART" our Assistant Editor recalls with a bit of 
nostalgic interest, one of the ships listed above in "RJ's" 

The "WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA" had 22,000 members
and •••"with no dues" 1 list of calls the SS VICTORIA (Call "AD" and later 

"WAD", one of the truly historic ships of the Morthland. 

She was launched as the "PARTHIA" in 1870 for the Cunard 

"Static Kickback" 
W. Stone. 

Line and entered the trans-Atlantic run as their flagship. �7�Et�f�
E
�6NoiiRs 

and cure by Ellery 

CD 
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0&� Haraden Fratt � Ii � ltobert s. Falmer � 
The following from Haraden Pratt, Spark-Gap 
Pioneer member No. 252-SGP, dated Oct. 23 1968 
contains much "early day" historical data of 
interest to all members. We consider Member 
Pratt as one of the real pioneers of the 
Wireless. 

I 

I 
The first operator at the "Jones and Vallejo" address of lj 
"PH" in 1907 was old friend and former employee of mine, { 
Tim Furlong. He stood watches for about a year with no � business - no ships had wireless. The station was then � owned by the OCCIDENTAL & ORIENTAL IY/T CmlPANY, which ;1 
later was acquired by the UNITED WIRELESS TELEGRAPH COM- :: 
PANY. They induced Standard Oil of California to equip ll 
one of their barges which was towed to Puget Sound in 190E \) 
by the tug Atlas and Tim went with it. Communication II 
was so successful Standard ordered installations for their \j 
tankers. Tim was relieved at "PH" by J .o. Watkins (dee- ?\ 
eas,·d last year - I visited him two years ago). :,,' 
In 1908 s. D. �laddams was at "PH" for awhile, during the 
time the "Great White Fleet" was in the Bay. Then came 
Eddie Foy of Berkeley, L.M. Halarin and others like "Pop" 
Hyde. "CH" was opened in 1909 on the Chronicle building 
and was used while "PH" was dismantled and moved to 

"Hillcrest" at Daly City. 

"PH" was on a lot owned by the Public School Department 
of San Francisco and the City refused to continue the 
leas e on account of the complaints of the people living 
around there. In fact, during 1909 and the PORTOLA FES
TIVAL, I came home about 3 AM one night and stopped at 
"PH" to talk to Eddie Foy. We opened the double sound 
proof box the spark gap was in and you could hear the 
spark crash echoed from the downto,m buildings. Then the 
neighbors started to raise their windows and curse so 
Eddie and I decided to lock up the place and go home be
fore someone called the police. 

The FIRST OPERATOR at "PH" when it opened at Hillcreast 
was A.Y. TUEL. At that time the station was open from 
8 PH to 8 AM only and Tuel did the 12-hour trick. I do 
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not remember the date it opened but it was about June ;) 
1910 as I worked A. Y. from the Tanker Pectan about July f 
1st coming up from Chile. The United Wireless Station at'

!
l 

San Luis Obispo broadcast the Johnson-Jeffries fight at 1 
Reno July 4 and I copied the whole works for the gang on l the ship who crowded into my shack to get it as it came � 
h. � 

il 
Malarin assigned me to "PH" about June 1910 for the third )

I 
trick which I did until college started in September. In 

1
: 

those years we had the first half hour of every hour for 
the Navy and the last half hour for the commercial sta
tions. On the 3rd trick we had lots of paid messages 
from the Jap liners. They started sending soon after 

�

,

,

, 
leaving Yokohama. Then during the Navy half hour I 
would put them on the Western Union wire and telephone 
messages on ships positions to the Marine Exchange, News-· 
papers and specials such as Captain Matson, who ordered 11 
that any message from one of his ships had to be phoned l
to his residence. His daughter, Lurline, had the job of!
answering the phone and she did not like it a bit to be 
awakened late at night. In 1912 I worked the 2nd trick 
at "PH" all swm,er. 

(PS): I left operations in 1912 after completing voyage j 
No. 1110 of the s. s. Santa Rosa to go to surveyor's Sch
ool. So did Capt. Alexander for his annual vacation. i This was in 1911. On the next trip the relief captain 
ran the ship onto a sand bar at Point Arguello. When the 
tide went out she broke in half. Operator Kessler (#95) 
on duty at "PH" during the s.o.s. I relieved Keasler on 
the Tanker Washtenaw in 1910. Kessler had the 2nd trick 
at "PH" in 1910 when I had the third. 

More than a decade ago (May 5 1958) Roberts. 
PALMER (SGP-61) wrote a letter replying to a 
newspaper editor in Pugent Sound about pictures 
the editor had of "KPC" towers at Young's Bay. 
Bob's letter is very interesting. 

"You were right in your guess about the towers at YOUNG'S 
BAY". It was the old Marconi station "KPC". All of these 
old sites seem now ••• near "Holy Ground" to me. I have 
some pleasant memories of KPC semi-high-power and its 
Officer in Charge, Ira F. Julien who was there from the 
time it opened in August 1915 until he left to go to the 
new Federal Telegraph Company station "KGH" at Hillavoeo 
in 1922. 

As this was the most important single activity of the 
MARCONI COMPANY in the Pacific Northwest, I still have 
copies of quite a lot of the technical data on this sta
tion and its near duplicate "KPB" at KETCHIKAN• The 
original towers are standing as placed. They are 300 ft. 
high and are at the corners of a rectangle 300 x 600, the 
axis of the long dimension aimed at Ketchikan. The orig 
inal main antenna was composed of 20 wires supported on 
stay cables between the towers that are 300 feet apart, s 
the flat top wires were 600 feet long and this with the 
approximate 300 feet of lead-down made each wire about 
feet long. The ground system consisted mostly of wide 

zinc strips and zinc plates sunk in the marsh land that 
then surrounded the station buildings. The ASTORIA build 
ings then were: Transmitting building of corrugated galv 

anized iron about 20 by 25 feet. Receiving buidling of 
concrete only about ten feet square. 

At Astoria the lead-in was from the north end of the flat 
top and at Ketchikan the reverse was true so as to use 
what directional effect was possible with an antenna of 
that length, but the directivity was very little at the 
wave lengths used with such a short antenna. In addition 
to the big flat top antenna, originally there were 15 ft. 
wooden top masts on the towers and a single piece of ant
enna wire strung all around the rectangle at the top. This 
was generally used as a receiving antenna. There was 
little difference in the receiving capabilities of the 
two antennas as I recall while using the MARCONI TYPE 101 
RECEIVER WITH CRYSTAL DETECTOR. Later MARCONI TYPE 105 
receivers was furnished and then after the Navy 
SE-899 and other receivers were used. I still 
of the things here among the "relics" that were 
Astoria. 

took over, 
have some 
used at 

The fundamental wavelength of the transmitting antennas at 
both stations was about 1900 meters and the receiving ant 
ennas about 1750 meters. ASTORIA usually transmitted on 
3900 meters and KETCHIKAN about 3850 meters. With full 
power of 25 KW input to the transfonner, the current at 
the base of each antenna was usually between 35 and 40 
amperes. Some trouble was experienced with the glass 
plates in the condenser with this power so they usually 
kept the power down to about 22 KW or less. 

Commercial 60 cycle power was available at both ASTORIA 
and KETCHIKAN so no engines or generators were necessary. 
A synchronous converter was used to drive the rotary gap 
and also supply D. c. for relays etc. The transmitting 
equipment of these stations was copied somewhat from the 
1905 type used at POLDHU in England and the CAPE COD Sta
tions. Litz cable type of oscillation transfonner, glass 
plate condenser in oil inside earthenware jars, and 
MARCONI type ROTARY gap. Some of the gear actually used 
at Astoria came from the earlier station at FAUNTLEROY 
PARK in West Seattle. The original station in S!:ATI'LE 
was built b;r WILLIAM DUBILIER of "condenser" fame when he 
was Chief Engineer of Conwnercial Wireless Telegraph & Tel 
ephone Company about 1910. On the bankruptcy of this com 
pan;r, Dubilier moved to New York and the Marconi Compa� 
took over the station and remains of the Company in Jan. 
1912. Marconi then used the station for ship communica
tion and testing until late in 1914 when the new SMI'DI 
BUILDING STATION was opened. (PLEASE 'ruRN TO PAGE 22) 
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HAROLD BURHOP (SGP-99) was one of the 
early-day "fresh-water" sailors on the 
Great Lakes. The "Salt-water" boys 
sometimes liked to refer to the "Lake" 
ops with something less than reverence, 
however ••• sailing the Lakes had prob
lems that made even the Salt-water boys 
respect. Did you ever go through a 
"blow" on Superior ? If so, you would 
settle for a West Indies hurricane most 
any time ! 

While working up this page, Ye Ed, by 
coincidence, just happened to note that 
Harold was listed on the MARCONI "HONOR 
ROLL in the March 1919 edition of the 
"Marconi Service News" 

''Ye Ed" had the pleasure of working with 
Harold for several years (with C .A.A.) 
where Harold was in charge of frequency 
matters and the operation/s of about 
sixty five Airway Stations in the Chi
cago, Great Lakes area. 

Harold, since retirement, travels about 
the country - to Mexico I etc., in his 
radio equipped Airstream. Call letters 
\V4ZL and IVBZL. (Collins rig)• He is a 
very fine gentleman. 
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By : Harold J. Burhop, SGP 99 
1111111111110111111111111. 11011111111111101111111 

I had the pleasure of operating stations IVMX, WDR, 
NAJ, wi-nv and WGO to name a few - plus ships on the Great 
Lakes from 1916 until 1921. 

The station at DULUTH ( IVDM) was located on top of 
the 700 1 hill upon which Duluth is built and could be 
reached via an inclined railway which has long since dis
appeared. Mackinac Island prohibits motor vehicles on 
the island, but at one time Operator Tellefson ferried 
his car to the island and ran it up the hill to the sta
tion. After the arrest, Tellefson fought the charge but 
lost out. "WMX" at Manistique was located in a railroad 
box-car alongside the Ann Arbor R. R. station. "W?-nV" at 
MANITOWOC had the unusual distinction of being located on 
top of the Rahr Bros. Bre,very. "WBL" Iluffalo was ser
viced with 25 cycle AC and so the rotary gap had the 25-
cycle purr in it and could be instantly recogni11ed, "WGO" 
CHICAGO was on top of the Congress Hotel and "WME" Mil
waukee was on top of the Railway Exchange Building. 

(continued - upper right) 

ft ,iJ 

- 1916

OIIITAfUO 

There ,vere 16 American and 8 Canadian shore statinns 
on the Great Lakes at that time. Of the 14 American 
MAl�ONI stations, all but one had the old 2 KW UNIT:::0 
WIRELESS "coffin" transfonners with the 40,000 Volt sec
ondary, condenser consisting of a dozen leyden jars in 
series-parallel in a mahogany holder, the Marconi 1 1 brass 
disc and rotating stud for the spark gap. 

"WGO" at Chicago had a 500 cycle quenched gap trans
mitter. The eight Canadian shore stations had identical 
240 cycle sunchronous transmitters with "pump-handle" keys 
and they sounded so similar that you couldn't tell which 
one you were hearing until you caught the call letter. 
"NAJ" had a 5 KW 500-cycle spark and a 30 KW arc set. 

There were almost 100 passenger ships and over 400 
freighters and railroad car ferries operating on the Great 
Lakes. Most of these carried operators. WFD, the S.S. 
NEVADA, was a modern ice-breaker commissioned in 1915, and 
was chartered in the Spring by the Coast Guard to assist 
in opening a channel through the ice of the "Straits of 
Mackinac" and IVhitefish Bay in Lake Superior. 

The SS CHRISTOPHER COLU1'10US was a passenger whale
back, shaped like a huge fat cigar. There were quite a 
few whaleback freighters, now entirely done away with. 
Some of the older passenger ships, such as the SHEBOYGAN, 
CITY OF DETROIT, SEEANDBEE and others, were sidewheelers. 
"WCA", the SS Juniata, already old in 1916, has been mod
ernized and converted in to the "SS MILW�UKEE CLIPPER" and 
is still crossing the lake on schedule. 

My first 1916 "Lake Trip" was on "WCD", the s. S. 
OCTORARA. The ship docked at the Kemp Docks in Sault Ste. 
Marie. We went to see the sights in the city with Eric 
Lyons, first Operator. We got back just in time to see 
the Octorara about 100 1 from the docks. Lyons ask me if I 
could run ? I told him I could, so he said, •• "Lets run 
for it" so we started out ••• and run we did. For about a 
mile and a half to the Soo Locks, just in time to step 
aboard as the Octorara was locking through. We apparently 
were not missed. At the Soo, the U. s. Steel service 
ship OJIBWAY will run alongside freighters plying the St. 
Mary's River connecting Lakes Superior and Huron, and with 
her 01m hoists deliver grocveries and supplies. At 
Detroit a mail boat operates similarly on the Detroit River 
connecting Lakes Erie and St. Clair. Iron ore, wheat and 
coal are the principle lake vessel cargoes. 

Some of the pre World War l operators were �lessrs. 
Dent, �tarconi Manager at Chicago WGO, Wilkensen at IVME 
Milwaukee, Biesemeyer at WMN �tanitowoc, Tellefson at IYHQ 
Mackinac Island, Judge at WMX �tanistique, Molfery at IVLD 
Ludington; Slyfield at WFK Frankfort; Lyons and Burhop 
on the SS Octorara; Piersol on the Nevada, Alabama, Virg
inia, Georgia and others; Matthews and Prenzcl on the 
Carolina, Tellefson on the Christopher Columbusqp-12) 11 
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(Continued from Page 11). 

Other pre-war (ll�V-1) operators included Dibbell on 
the S.S. EASTLAND when it turned over in Chicago Harbor 
in 1914 with the loss of almost 1,000 lives; O•Keefe on 
the ,acht Lydonia. The SS Nevada carried Kilbourne and 
Clark equipment. 

When navigation opens in March, the Coast Guard ice
breakers open a channel through the ice of Whitefish Bay 
into Lake Superior which almost never freezes over. Ships 
are held at the Soo, then escorted through the ice. Watch
ing a convoy of 27 freighters and 2 cutters makes a very 
fascinating sight. 

The Soo locks have 4 locks in parallel on the America� 
side, plus one on the Canadian side. They can also be 
used simultaneously. The new second lock, under modern
ization and construction for 4 years has just reopened. It 
is 1,200 feet long, 110 feet wide and 31 feet deep. It is 
the largest lock in the world. The Soo loclts handle more 
tonnase than Panama and Suez combined - even before Suez 
was closed by the latest conflict and they are the busiest 
locks in the 1vorld. During a peak year they average 
better than 130 ships a day for the entire 9 months of 
the navigation season. 

There are several canals on the Great t'.akes waterway. 
The "Portage" Ship Canal cuts through the Keweenaw Pennin
sula near Houghton, Michigan. The Sturgeon Bay Canal 
cuts through the Door Country Peninsula at Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisc. The Neebish Rock Cut in the St. Mary's River pro
vides a separate downbound channel. 

Now the "wireless" and operators have largely been 
replaced by radiophone equipment handled by the skippers 
and their mates. The Straits of Mackinac ferries have 
been replaced by the great Mackinac Bridge which is 5 
miles long, 155' above the water, and the suspension cab
les containing 42,000 miles of cable wire are over two

feet in diameter (241/.,"). Incidently the only time that 
pedestrians are permitted on this bridge is on Labor Day 
forenoon, when the annual walkathon is put on. My wife 
and I have walked it twice, the last Labor there there 
were 15,500 walkers. 

Much of the material for this article as requested 
from my old friend Bill Breniman is taken from memory, and 
therefore may contain some errors. I wish to thank Myron 
D. Piersol, W�TYIV of St. Louis and w. c. Gross, W8BKM on
Conneaut, Ohio, for supplying me with considerable data 
of value. 

Following are some of the GREAT LAKE call letters as 
of April 1st 1910: 

0000000 

UNITED WIRELESS TEL. GOODRICH TRANSIT 

GO CHICAGO, ILL AB ALABAMA 
MK �IIL\iAUKEE, WISC. oc VIRGINIA 
H.V MANITOWOC, WISC. DC IOWA 
DM DULUTH, MINN GO GEORGIA 
GM GflAND MARAIS, MINN. HC AilIZONA 
CM CALUNET, MICH. KC CHRIS. COLUMBUS 
HX LUDINGTON, MICH MC SHEBOYGAN 

GRAHAM & MORTON TRANS. CO. 

NQ HOLLAND 
SQ PURITAN 

SHENANGO S.S. CO. 

SND WM P. SNYDER 
SNA SHENANGO 
SMV WILPEN 

TOMLINSON LINE 

OBI SIERRA 

(UNKNOWN LINE) 

AO EASTLAND 

PROVIDENCE S.S. CO 

DAM JAMES ff HOYT 
OGK D G KERR 
DJR JAMES ff REED 

VULCAN SS COMPANY 

WB W B OAVOCK 

CANADIAN TOWING CO 
JW JAflES WHALEN 

CHICAGO & DULUTH TRANSP •. 
MAY ALVIN 
U)I CHILI 
�WD W.H.GRATIVICK 

PERE �!ARQUETTE RR CO. 
PM5 PERE �!ARQUETTE #5 
PM17 PERE MARQUETTE #17 
PM18 PERE MARQUETTE #18 
PM19 PERE MARQUETTE #19 
P!1120 PERE !IIARQUETI'E #20 

NORTHERN �II CHI GAN TRANSP. 
RN MISSOURI 
MN �!ANITOU 
YN ILLINOIS 

CALL LETI'ERS OF LAND STNS 
---- (ABOUT 1915)--------

MARCONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY OF AMERICA 

WDM DULUTH, MINN. 
WCM CALUMET, MICH. 
WHQ MACKINAC ISL. MICH. 
WMX MANISTIQUE, MICH 
WMW MANITOWOC, WISC. 
WME MILIVUAKEE, WISC. 
WGO CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WGH GRANO HAVEN, MICH. 
WLD LUDINGTON, MICH. 
WFK FRANKFORT, MICH 
\VDR DETROIT' mc1-1 
WCX CLEVELAND, OHIO 
WSA ASHTABULA HARBOR, OHIO 
WBL BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

MARQUETTE & BESSE�IER NAY. CO 

WEY CONNEAUT HARBOR, OHIO 

U.S.NAVAL TRAINING STATION 

NAJ GREAT LAKES, ILLINOIS 

CANADIAN �!ARCONI CO. LTD. 

VBA PORT ARTHUR, ONT. 
VBB SAULT STE �!ARIE, ONT. 
VOC MIDLAND, ONTARIO 
VBD TOBEID!ORY, ONTARIO 
VBE SARNIA, ONTARIO 
VBF PORT STANLEY, ONTARIO 
VBG TORONTO, ONTARIO 
VBH KINGSTON, ONTARIO. 

1130 11 DE lfHG ,, _____ _ 

CRAWFORD TRANSP. COMPANY 
KY KENTUCKY 
TN TENNESSEE 

BOOTH TRANSP. COMPANY 
ES EASTON 
AM AflERICA 

POSTAL S.S. COMPANY 
BJ JOHN J. BARLUM 
BR THO!,!AS BARLUM 

CROSBY TRANSP. COMPANY 
BM NYACK 

�'K P H' 
Calling�. 

FG NAOMI 

CHICAGO SOUTH HAVEN LINE 
BX CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN ©@ @IBlf 
PEAVY s.s. COMPANY 

C Q Q s TDAN FRANK ff PEAVY 
DFD FRED B. WELLS 
DUF GEORGE IV. PEAVY 
DNM FRANK HOFF'ELFINGER ·� 'G" f"5" R @ R
�!ARGUQE'..ITE & BESSEMER NA\ � � � (!!) (!!) 
Bl M&B #1 {Collier) 
B2 M&B #2 (Car ferry) 

c Q D s o sMINN. TRAINING SHIP 
MS TRAINING SHIP "GOPHER" GH GRAND HAVEN, MICH NO CAROLINA 

SH SAULT STE MARIE, MICH SC INDIANA 

HQ MACKINAC ISLAND, MICH. NO CHICAGO 
r====--" DE FRANK GEISEL 

GRM GRAND RAPIDS, MICH 
ff HOLLAND, MICH 
OS SOUTH HAVEN, MICH 
BH l3ENTON HARBOR, MICH 
PN ALPENA, HIGH 
oz LANSING, MICH. 
DR DETROIT, MICH 
►m MARQUETTE, MICH 
IC ISLE ROYAL, MICH 
CA CONNEAUT 

I 
OHIO 

DX TOLEDO, OHIO 
ex CLEVELAND, OHIO 
KN ERIE, PENNA 
BF BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

GRAHAM & MORTON T. CO. 

AQ CITY OF BENTON HARBOR 
PQ CITY OF CHICAGO 
WQ CITY OF TRAVERSE 

NORTHERN SS COMPANY 
ND NOilTHLAND 
MV NORTHWEST 

DETROIT & CLVLO TR. 
co CITY OF CLEVELAND 
co CITY OF DETROIT 
CG CITY OF ST. IGNACE 
CF CITY OF BUFFALO 
CP CITY OF ERIE 

CLVLO & BUFFALO SS CO 
CW WESTERN STATES 
cs EASTERN STATES 

WOLVIN LINE 
080 H.P.POPE 

ACME S.S. CO 

DAB AUGUSTUS WOLVIN 
DIVA WARD AMES 

@: OJC JAMES WALLACE 

r)
FRANK GEISEL ( "FG" TO �!OST OF YOU ) VEEP AND CR.AIID!AN 

OF THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERSHIP & CREDENTIAL'S COMMITTEE 
IS WRITING A HISTORY ( IN HIS SPARE THIE) OF "K P ff" 
WHERE IIE WAS ASSIGNED AS AN OPERATOR AND LATER FOR 
�!ANY YEARS AS i!ANAGER - 42 YEARS (GIVE OR TAKE A FEW 
MONTHS. 

FRANK WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO INCLUDE ALL THE NAMES 
ANO THE "SINE" OF ALL OPERATORS WHO HAVE EVER WORKED 
AT KPH TO MAKE HIS BOOK COMPLETE. 

HE WOULD APPRf&IATE - VERY �RJCH - IF YOU HAVE EVER 
WORKED AT KPH TO SEND FRANK THE DESIRED DATA. PLEASE 
ADDRESS HIM: FRANK GEISEL. 2816 TICE CREEK DRIVE #6, 
WALNUT CREEK, CALIF,, 94595. Please include anything 
of historical note you have record of or can recall. 

The Society hopes to publish Frank's HISTORY OF KPH 
when he completes the manuscript - at least in an 
abrid1red for. Thanks :fellows ! 
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Many an old-time brass pounder, who sat in the static 
rooms of yesteryear with a packed suitcase behind his 
chair awaiting some ship assignment, in later years turned 
to writing. Such men are legion but let us consider just 
a few of them. 

As this is written HENRY l'I. DICKOW is seriously ill 
in a government hospital, but at home there is the most 
fantastic collection of memorabilia on old time wireless 
men ever gathered in one place. His book "Tales of the 
Wireless Pioneers" is almost completed. If published it 
will be the outstanding work of all time in this field. 
Dick's past is well !mown to most Pioneers, especially his 
days as editor of "RADIO" and "RADIO FAN FARE" in the 
1920 1 s. 

Many old timers recall KARL BAAIIBLAG. lie has written 
countless articles and books, best lmO\m to our fraternity 
being 

II SOS 'l'O TIIE lhlSCUE" published by the Oxford Univ
ersity Press in 1935. Amon� many famous sea disasters 
covered from the wireless angle are those of the S.S. 
REPUBLIC; s.s. TITANIC: s.s. z�u•R&Ss Qji' IllliU,ID: S.S. 
\<'uS�RIS and others. It also has a chapter devoted to 
"Girl Wireless Operators", especially Hiss Graynella 
Parker. Karl is still writing. He spends his sumi:1ers at 
Wimble Shoals, Rodanthe, North Carolina while winter will 
find him in Tequesta, Florida. 

TI1is brings to mind MARY TEXANA LOOMIS who held a 
commercial ticket but turned her talents to establishing 
and running the Loomis Radio College in Washington D. C. 
Many of her graduates are still pounding brass or holding 
down high positions in the radio electronics industry. She 
is the author of one of the best text books ever published 
"Radio Theory and Operating" which appeared in 1930. One 
day Mary fell over a generator and injured her back. She 
gave up after a long illness. Came to San Francisco where 
she became this writer's secretary for many years. From 
her we obtained considerable data on Dr. Hahlon Loomis who 
in 1885 sent the "first aerial telegraph message", anti
dating Marconi by many years. TI1is data we passed on to 
TOM APPLEBY ••• who spent many years gathering material fo 
his fine book "Mahlon Loomis, Inventor of Radio". It may 
now be out of print, but Tom, one of the real old-old-time 
brass pounders, has assured us that a second edition will 
soon be available. 

Then there is LEE de FOREST concerning whom many 
books and articles have been written, but who, himself 
wrote a huge volume I his biography "Father of Radio". lie 
was also the author of many fine stories and articles 

\Ve must mention PAT. 0 1 KEEFE, a sort of dean of radio 
writers. lie is now retired after long service with the 
United Fruit Company. Pat has written many books, stories 
etc., with a radio theme. His friends are worldwide. lie 
edits the VWOA Newsletter with a splendid professional 
touch. 

We recall in 1916 serving as Jr. operator under PIERRE 
HENRI DOUCIIERON aboard the Ward Liner S.S. MEXICO. A� 
many years at sea he became active in the electronics ind
ustry and then retired. Author of many fine stories and 
articles, his triumph was a book "llow to Enjoy Life After 
Sixty" which should really be interesting to those who 
read this. His book is a guide on how to enjoy one's 
later years and reflects much profound thought and it is 
encouraging. It appeared in 1959 published by Archer 
House, Inc., New York. 

Do you know FRED LANE? lie was for many years a sea
going brass pounde'r:- °Then went into broadcasting at KFRC 
San Francisco, and from that turned to writing. His dra
matic sea stories were favorites in the Saturday Evening 
Post and other periodicals. He has written several books 
Today Fred is in real estate and lives in Hillsborough, Ca 

There are many others who have made their ,vay as 
authors and journalists after years at sea pounding brass 
and they will he mentioned in later columns as we dig out 
the facts. 

Meanwhile, we humbly mention that in 1927 following 
our last trip as "Sparks" aboard the s. s. HARVARD, this 
writer became an author and journalist and worked at this 
until 1948 when ill health forced him to flee the deadline 
and settle in Villa Grande to end his days. For 21 years 
we wrote a column for the Scripps-Howard newspapers which 
appeared locally in the San Francisco News. We also 
wrote thousands of magazine articles, a great many fiction 
stories and novelettes, and perhaps the closest to wire
less operating was the "The Phantom SOS" a novelette that 
appeared in Ghost Stories. In 1943/44 we were invited to 
Boys Town, Nebraska, where we wrote the biography of Rt. 
Rev. �Lsgr. Edward Joseph Flanagan, "Father Flanagan of 
!Joys Town". The manuscript was placed in the archives of 
Father Flanagan's Boys Home to be made available to all who 
came seeking information on this great humanitarian after 
he passed away. 

Indeed we lanky kids who haunted the static rooms 
have in the course of time left our imprints in the sands 
of time ••• and it was fun ! 

It was the famous Dutch lawyer, Hugo Grotius in his 
1'1-lare Liberum" who advanced the idea that no state could 
control and rule the open sea. John Seldon in 1635 replied 
that England "owned" the seas which surrounded the British 
Islands and separate them from Europe. 

The Dutch jurist Cornelius van Bynkershoel in 1702 
published his views in "De Dominio Maris", arguing that 
while the "sea belonged to all", the seas adjacent to any 
country remained in their soverignty to a distance that a 
cannon could project its shot - the range of which was ace t 
ed to be about three miles. Hence the "cannon-shot" rule 
of three miles. This has been accepted by nations which 
own over four-fifths of the world's shipping._ 

International Law does not specifically define the 
limit of soverignty over adjacent seas. The rule of 3-mil 
has been used in defining whether straits can be considere 
international since if the distance across is greater than 
six miles, a belt of "high seas" exists. A good example 
of the importance of this territorial soverignty as it 
might affect all nations would be to increase the three
mile limit to six miles would then close the Straits of 
Gibraltar, Malacca and Bab-al-�landeb to completely free 
passage of shipping - hence the interest of the larger 
nations in keeping such limits as low as possible. 

The Straits - four - subject to international regula
tions include (1) STRAIT 01" l:IBRALTAR, (2) TURKISH STRAITS 
(Bosporus and Dardanelles) (3) DANISH STRAITS (Little Belt 
Great llel t and The Sound); (4) STIIAITS OF �IAGELLAN. 

•Oou< U.e oo,>y Ooys o< •iNhss oo-rmioaho••• lo >90, 
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Cmtal detutor Hin• conta.ct wire, 
or "cat-whbker." 

CLIFTON T. NICHOLS 

SGP-39 
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On June 16, 1917 I completed my last assignment as al 
WIRELESS OPERATOR in the Merchant Marine Service. The Shit)

l

i 
was the S.S. ''MATSONIA". Several new versions of the 
Matsonia have been built since that time. 

On April 26, 1967, almost fifty yejµ'S later, I again I 
found myself headed for sea going duty on the S.S. NORTH-�
WESTERN VICTORY as a Radio Officer. The difference in 
pay between a Wireless Operator and a Radio Officer is ! 
about $1200.00 per month. A lot of changes talcing place i' 
in 50 years. All we used to need was the Radio OperatorE 
License issued by the Department of Commerce and a ship 
assignment by the Chief Operator of Marconi Wireless Co. l 

)� 
In those days the Wireless Operators were paid by thE ;� 

Marconi Company rather than the Steamship Company. Now, 

I
I 

in order to get a job at sea one has to go through a com-� 
plicated proceedure and first get a Coast Guard Marine 

lofficer's license. You are investigated by the FBI and t 
many other investigations are involved. Talces about six$ 
to eight weeks of investigation before the Coast Guard is� 
ready to issue the license. \ 

I 

Then you have to take a physical examination at one l 
of the u. s. Public Health hospitals and also pass an exaul 
ination in First Aid and obtain a First Aid Certificate. l I told the medical examiner that I wanted to be a radio 
officer not a doctor, but still had to pass the test. Well 
I got through all of this testing okay and then the U.S. 
Coast Guard issued me a license as RADIO OFFICER in the 
merchant marine service. 

The reason that I got started on all of this was tha1 
I had heard that there was a terrific shortage of qualifi• 
ed radio operators to man the greatly expanded fleet of 
ships being put into the rumounition trade with cargoes 
destined for Viet Nam. Uncle "Nick" being qualified 
decided to do his part. 

Was called by the Radio Officers Union and given the 
assignment. General Steamship Company at Wilmington, 

provided me with a Jet Plane ticket to Seattle where the 
S.S. NORTHWESTERN VICTORY was loading 750 pound demoli
tion bombs for Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam. 

That night before leaving for Seattle really had a 
stomach full of butterflies. Almost decided that night 
to give the whole idea up but Sylvia gave me wise collnSel 
and told me that everything would work out all right. The 
butterflies still remained however. Had three main 
worries; First, that I might get seasick; Second, that 
I would have food problems; and Third, and most important, 
was the fact that I am a lousy technician and was worried 
about what would happen if a major breakdown of equipment 
should occur. A minor worry was that the last coDEercial 
transmitter I had oper111ted was of the "SPARK" variety. I 
was quite sure that as an operator I would have no 
trouble. I considered Dcy'&elf a good operator and that 
was the only PLUS factor. 

(Upper right please) 

Arri..-ing in Seattle and aboard the SS NORTHWESTERN 
VICTORY, I had an opportunity to meet the previous opera
tor who naa leaving the ship to get married. He went o-rer 
the equipment rather hurriedly with me and the operation 
seemed simple enough at the time. Three transmitting set• 
and two receivers aboard. All receivers of 1942 vintage. 
One 100 to 600 KC and the other 400 KC to 23 MC. The tran.t 
mitters were first a SO-watt emergency job, battery oper
ated, 400 to 500 KC. Next there was the "so called" main 
transmitter run from the ships power thru a motor gener
ator. This transmitter covered 400-500 KC with a maximum 
rated power of 250 watts• The THIRD transmitter was the 
H,F. job 2 MC to 23 MC, also 250 watts with a pair of 813'• 
in parallel. All transmitters of 1942 variety. 

This introduction to the set was in Seattle. Next 
morning we left for Bangor, Washington, where our cargo of 
Bombs was loaded. This is a Naval Ammuniation loading 
plant miles from everyplace. Sort of like Port Chicago 
though I think Port Chicago more accessible. 

All radio transmissions are forbidden while at Bangor 
as a precaution against radio waves exploding the ammuni-,-
tion. Loaded for six days and on a Sunday evening, May 
7th, cast off our lines and we were on our way to the 
Asiatic Mainland. Had a Ship-Shore radio phone and when 
I tried to use it found it would not work. Had to get a 
message to the Coast Guard at Port Angeles to have a boat 
ready to take off our pilot when we arrived there about 
10:30 PM. Tried the H.F. transmitter - no work! Tried 
the main transmitter - no work I Tried the emergency tran 
emitter and it would not function. Operator in a state o: 
shock••• Again went to the emergency transmitter and 
finally got it to put out a signal. Called the Navy Sta
tion NMW at Westport Washington and ask them to phone the 
Coast Guard at Port Angeles of our approximate arrival 
time. They said "will do" and the message must have 
gotten through as the pilot boat was waiting for us �hen 
we arrived. Just slowed down to let our pilot board the 
waiting boat and we were on our way to the Pacific Ocean. 
\Vas tired and worn out so decided to call it a day and 
crawled into the bunk and had a good nights sleep. 

Next morning tried to get the other transmitters to 
working but ,vi th out results. Blood pressure going up by 
the minute. THEN, I got seasick and tossed my breakfast 
over the side. Crawled into the bunk and slept for about 
three hours. Felt much better and at noontime went to 
the saloon for lunch. This was Dcy' first and last touch 
of seasickness. Now feeling much better I went back to 
and this time took out the manual. (ContinJli 

Page 15 - Col. 2) 
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Salaries were about $80.00 per month 

Salaries had been reduced to $45.00 per 
Month. "RJ" reports being paid $9.35 per 
week. 
Strike. Noted that some ops came down 
driving $5000 cars to buck for a $40 per 
month job. 
Salaries (?) $30.00 on Pacific; $25.00 
on Atlantic. Shipping Companies paid 
$125 per mo to operating agencies who 
made about$100.00 per mo. on each opr. 
$45 on freighters/Tankers; $60 Pgr. 
Salaries(?) increased to $80.00 mo. 
Increased to $110 per mo 
$125.00 mo and $150-225 on combo jobs 
(URTA helped this). 
Salaries cut to $,!07_.oo 19:&2 $90/175 



WW2 CASUAL TIES OF ESSO TANKER FLEET & RADIO OFFICERS 

FACTS BY: JOSEPH E. MEDITZ PA-206 

Editor's Note: Thanks to member, Joseph E. Meditz 
furnishing the data on which we based the following sum
mary - a review of those who lost their lives or were 
aboard vessels of the Esso Tanker fleet during WW-2. 

During \�V-2, it was recorded that 574 ships were s 
in the Atlantic Ocean, involving over twenty thousand sea 
men. There were over 75,000 individual ship crossings 
and many of them in the 2200 (plus) convoys which gave 
some protection. At any given moment, it was estimated 
that over 700 ships were exposed to enemy action - mostly 
by submarine, however, many were also sunk by surface 
cruisers and converted "prowlers". 

The Esso tankers, operated by the S tandard Oil C o., 
of New Jersey - supplying critical petroleum products to 
our fleet and merchantmen during the war were of course 
prime targets for enemy action. Due to the explosive 
and the dangerous nature of their cargoes - Radio Officers 
were indeed placed in "double jeopardy" due to the unusua 
risks taken. 

The Esso fleet numbered approximately 132 ships. Of 
these, our researcher checked 47 ships that had been sunk 
by torpedoes or enemy action. Due to these sinkings, 
nine radio officers lost their lives while 49 others were 
rescued from ships which were sunk from under them. 

The members of our profession who lost their lives 
and the ships on which they were serving (sunk) is as 
follows: 

NAME OF RADIO OFF I C ER 

Rosario s. Gauthier 
Alvis Jones 
Weston C. Pound 
Leam Gayle 
Stonic v. Lowry 

Knud Moeller 
Fred C . Hanson 
Clarence E. Annstrong 
Francis E. S iltz 

S H I P ( S .s.) S ERVING & S UNK 

C. J. Barksdull 
Esso Bolivar 
Esao Gettysburg 
Esso Williamsburg 
Franklin K. Lane 

J. H. S enior 
E. L. Drake 
R. P. Reeor 
IV. L. Steed 

All of the above are hereby posthumously named as 
"HONORARY MEMBERS" of the S ociety's " S O S & CQD•ers CLUB". 

----oOo---

The following men served on other Esso Tankers that sunk 
due to enemy action but reacued1 

Ernest Gannett 
Leif c. Eriksen 
Eugene G. Osborne 
F.arle J. S chlarb (2) 

Charles H. Bideker 
Michael J. Reilly 
Robt. E. Callan 

Bruno Mauer 

(1) 
Andersen 

Edward M. S tepson 
Tjomas R. Rhiel 
Eldon E. McCarthy 

M. Arthurs (1st) 

A. McDowal (2nd) 
A. Gegg (3rd) 
Albert L. Brown 
S vend P. Mohr 
William Cain 

Charles c. Young 
Thomas B. Thompson 
George R. Dickens 
Crawford H. Brierley 
George w. Sublette 

Maurice w. Peters 
• I rving B. Goldfinger 

H. Eric Clogg 
Siguard Hansen 
Edward M. S tetson 

Nolen L. Cooper 
Birger Larsen 
Henry De Geynst 
Clayton Knight 
Frank K. Russell 

Lawrence R. Diener 
S iguard Hansel (2) 
IV .H. Parrott (1st) 
Don M. Stickland (2nd) 
R. Hanson (3rd) 

Norman D. Houston (2) 
Percy c. Neal 

NAME OF SHIP (s.s.) 

C.O. S tillman
E.G. S eubert
E. J. Sadler 
E. M. Clark 
Esso Aruba 

Esso Augusta 
Esso Baton Rouge 
Esso Boston 
Esso C openhagen 
Esso Harrisburg 

Esso Houston 
Esso Manhattan 
Esso Nashville 
F. w. Abrams

Geo. 

do 
do 

H. Jones ( 

George G. Henry 
Hanseat 
Harry G. Seidel 

3-man) 

Heinrich V. Riedmann 
H.H. Rogers 
I. c. White 
James McGee 
J. A. Moffett, Jr., 

J. A. Mowinckel 
John Worthington 
Joseph S eep 
Leda 
M. F. Elliott 

Paul H. Harwood 
Penelope 
Persephone 
R. II'. Gallagher 
S. B. Hunt 

T. C. McC obb
Thalia 
T. J. Williams (3-man) 
do 
do 

w. c. Teagle (British Esso)
William Rockefeller. 

� (1) Lost life in another sinking; (2) Survived a 
sinking on another ship. 

Radio Officers Gauthier and Moeller were not only lost 
but they also surrl.ved earrlier sinking on another tanker. 

Operators Schlarb and Hansel were aboard two ships that 
were sunk from under them. 

NICHOLS: 50 YEARS LATER 
. . . . . . - - . - . . . . - .

I went over the equipment step by step (Sylvia keeps 
telling me to read the instructions). Lo and behold -- I 
got the main transmitter to working properly and then 
tackled the H.F. transmitter and got it properly/tuned u 
and working• Of course trouble was the OPERATOR. Several 
interlocking switches to be thrown and I did not do it in 
the proper sequence. 

Lots and lots of traffic on 500 KC. 
quency all ships with one operator are required to monito 
at least eight hours per day while at sea. S hips with 3 
operators have to monitor 24-hours per day. Log entries 

;;.N .. Al-""IE
_,..a:O.a.F .... RAD=.aI;.;;O-cO.;aFFI.;a.;a;.;;C;.;;ER=---'S

"'
H""I""P_("'.:..S;..;•:.;S;..;•:...;;S;;;ER=VI=-N .. G---'&---'S""UNK= must be made at least every fifteen minutes , indicating 

S tephen Verbonich Allan Jackson 

.

ations heard or worked. I nitial contacts are on 500 � 
Earle J. S chlarb Arriaga (Calling frequency) and upon the coastal stationa ack 
Rosario s. Gauthier (1) Beaconlight WP noledgement and "UP" you shift to the indicated freq-
Francis J. Abel Benjamin Brewster uency, usually between 425 and 480 KC and on that fre 
Clement A., Luckenbach Charles Pratt uency your traffic is handled. (Turn Page-16,Col.l) 
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����tlibr?riRs 



wff• NICHOLS: 50 YEARS LATER 
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The same shift from calling to working frequency is 
used when working the higher frequencies. Most of the 
ship traffic is transmitted to coastal stations such as KPH 
on the mainland; J CS in Japan; DZR in the Philippines 
and XV S in Saigon. Since the SS WORTHWESTERN VICTORY 
was under charter to MSTS (Military Sea Transportation Ser
vice) we were required to send to government agencies a 
daily position report as well as other information. These 
messages always went through Government Navy or Coast Guard 
stations. I used mainly "NPG" San Francisco; "NMW" West
port; "NHB" Kodiak; "NPM" Honolulu; "NPN" Guam; "NDT" 
Tokyo and NPM Manila. 

On these contacts we used spot frequencies; 8574 -
12867 - 17156, sending and receiving on the same frequency. 
It was a pleasure to work these frequencies as you could 
always depend upon getting rid of your traffic no matter 
what part of the Pacific Ocean you happened to be in. I 
have called "N P G" on the west coast and not receiving an 
immediate answer would be told to "GA" by Tokyo or Guam. 
Guam was a real "eager-beaver" in collecting messages and 
always seemed to be on the job. I just listened to the 
stations with the loudest signal and on the frequency that 
put in the best signal and then called on that frequency. 
Due to skip, you could never tell where you put in the best 
signal but you could always be sure of getting rid of your· 
traffic. 

Another important part of the work was the copying of 
weather reports, particularly when in the vicinity of 
typhoons. On the last trip homeward bound we played hide 
and seek with TYPHOONS - OPAL - THEUIA & RUTH. We cros
ed the path of all three but missed each one by at least 24 
hours and had no winds stronger than 35 knots though these 
typhoons had center wind velocities of over 140 miles per 
hour. We were in a lot of rough weather but none of it 
really bad, though the ship would do a lot of "groaning" 
when we were on top of a 20-foot wave and then the wave 
would disappear and let us drop to the bottom of the wave

trough. 

Speaking of Weather Reports, the best ones came from 
JMC reporting from the Japanese Observatory. These reports 
were complete, on time and on several frequencies. Next 
best were the reports from the Royal Naval Observatory at 
Hong Kong - 11V P S". I found that our own weather reports 
came in third best. Not always on times indicated and 
information not aa complete. "KPH" at 0500 GMT puts out a 
fairly good Pacific Coast weather report each day. This 
report is sent after the traffic listing. 

The SS NORTHWESTERN VICTORY first loaded at the Naval 
Ammunition Depot at Bangor Washington. Had a full cargo 
of 750 # demolition bombs destined for Cam Ranh Bay Vietnam 
Before our arrival there, we were diverted to Sattship, 
Thailand. While unloading there had a chance to spend 
three days in Bangkok which was about 95 miles to the north. 
No regular transportation so the trip was by taxi, cost was 
Sl5.00 each way. Second trip of the ss NORTHWESTERN VIC
TORY, we loaded at Columbia River Ports and then shifted to 
Puget Sound where our final cargo was loaded at Seattle. 
This cargo was for delivery in Saigon and we arrived there 
three weeks after departure with a 24-hour stop in Yokohama 
for fuel oil and water. 

During the two trips the ship called at Yokohama, 
Subic Bay and Bataan in the Philippines; Sattship, Thailand 
Cam Ranh Bay, Vung Tau and Saigon in Vietnam. I was in 
Saigon in September during their National Elections. All of 
the places visited were intereating and somewhat changed 
after 50 years. No need to go into detail on these places 
as the magazines, newspapers and TV gives a pretty good and 
accurate picture of the country. 

To sum it all up •••"NEVER let it be said that you are 
too old to take on a new job. Meeting new challenges 
keeps you young" I - 30 -

EDITOR'S NOTE. After "Nick" completed his trip en 
the SS NORTHWESTERN VICTORY, he took an aasignment on the 
SS MARGARETT BROWN - KIWT embarking in Coos Bay in March 
1968 and ending at Baltimore in June. 35 days from Manila 
to Balboa and then only 10-hours at this port. Says they 
were �opped more than that time while making engine repairs 
at sea. We have printed the above because it giv.es the
perspective of an "old timer" who returned alfter so many 

ears•·•. and the chan es e Ve interestin 111 

. The "Wenatchee Story" 
� EDITOR'S NOTE1 Pioneer member, Alfred K. 
.- Robinson #200-P on the S .s. WEST IVIS in 192]. 

furnished this unusual account of emergency(?) 
communications. It was verified by Mr. L. R. 
Rutter, Manager, Operations Dept, USSB., and by 
Mr. L. L. Lee Acting head of the Radio Section 
on June 13 1921. 

The United States Shipping Board vessel, S.S. WEST 
IVIS of which I was the Radio Officer was anchored in 
Yokohama Harbor, quarantined for cholera, having just 
arrived from the China Coast. Each of us had submitted 
his cup-full "sample" and we were awaiting the pleasure o 
the Japanese Health authorities. 

Having nothing to do during this interval I tuned in 
on 600 meters and was just in time to copy some interest
ing and urgent traffic being sent by the s.s. WENATCHEE 
to "J.c.s. 11 the Japanese Coastal Station. 

� (The SS WENATCHEE was the first of the large 

� passenger/cargo vessels - later being known ,u;
the "President" boats. From the traffic, it 
was apparent that she was having engine trouble 
and trouble with her fresh water condensers and 
was drifting some 800 miles off the Jap Coast). 

As the operator on the SS WENATCHEE had a good "fist" 
I continued to copy, even the code messages, just for the 
practice. I must ha..e had a half waste basket full by 
the time the chow-bell sounded. 

The U.S. SHIPPING BOARD representative was having 
lunch with us, having come out to get a few more samples 
and during the usual varied conversation he mentioned 
that it was funny they hadn't heard anything from the SS 
WENATCHEE·. Of course, I piped up with the in'formation 
I had and as several of the messages were addressed to 
him

1 I could see no reason why he shouldn't have them. 

After decoding a couple, he really hit the ceiling! 
It seems that Major General Wood, then the New Governor 
of the Philippines was aboard and was fast becoming irate 
at the Shipping Board and others involved for taking no 
action on the many messages sent during the past two days 
on the SS WENATCHEE situation. The Shipping Board rep
resentative wanted to know if I could contact the S.S'. 
WENATCHEE direct as it was apparent that the Japs were 
holding up all their traffic.( I guess they didn't like 
the idea of this big new series of vessels entering the 
Oriental Trade). I told the Shipping Board man that I 
would try, but was somewhat fearful of what the Japs might 
do to the S.S. WEST IVIS if they found us operating as a 
Japanese Coast Station. He said he would fix that and 
went ashore in a big hurry. He was back in a couple of 
hours with an authorization from the U.S. F.mbassy to per
mit me aboard the S.S. WEST IVIS to carry on whatever com 
munications were necessary at our present location for ••• 
"the protection of lives and property" •• • in the interest 
of the u.s. Government, etc., and to use the temporary 
call letters "UA" if necessary. 

Well after the first couple of coded messages we 
really settled down to some traffic. After a while a 
couple of Jap stations started testing on the frequency 
but fortunately the WENATCHEE and the WEST IVIS were both 
equipped with 450 KC. (right in the middle of the present 
day broadcast band) and after shifting to this we not onl 
had no interruption but better contact. The big 4-wire 
flattop antenna was resonant close to this frequency and 
with the 2-Klf spark transmitter she really put out a sig
nal ( 20 AMPS in the Antenna). 

I put in 36-hours straight whereas the WENATCHEE had 
three operators so I was dead tired but felt like a VIP 
with the messengers standing by and launches coming and 
going from the ship. Anyway, it was arranged for the SS 
CITY OF SPOKANE to go take the WENATCHEE in tow. It must 
have been something to see that little boat pulling the 
big passenger •hip. This happene41 in April/May 1921 and 
I can't imagine it being of much interest to anyone ex
cept members of the Society of WIRELESS PIONEERS"-.. They 
might get a "drive" out of this bit of history in the-
real early days. - 30 -
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I started my radio "career" in 1908, first with a 211 

spark coil, quickly graduating to a home-built 2KW trans
fonner. This I really BUILT, from the growid up. Each 
piece of core iron was hand-cut with tin snips, Lord only 
knows how many pieces. The primary with 440 turns of #10, 
and the secondary was 88,000 turns of #28 I I This was in 20 
pies of 4400 turns each, all wowid through melted wax, with 
the aid of a foot-pedal sewing machine. This, I believe 
was the crowning achievement of my life I Needless to say 
it took months of painstaking effort. The finished trans
fonner was put in oil, and perfonned nobly for many years 
thereafter. Open gap spark was used, with a fancy home
made helix of brass wire, and the usual glass plate con
denser. 

The receiver was a two-slide tuner with carborwidum 
detector. With this and a large flat-top antenna, station 
11 FU II was on the air l By dint of 2 KW power and a 
mighty blinkin' of our lights, I was able to establish 
"reasonably" dependable commwiication with other Portland 
stations u much as five miles away !! Two of these I 
still recall were Charlie Austin, "SN" and Clif Watson, 
"RM". The gear was moved in 1910 to Corvallis Oregon, 
where I attended OAC, and was operated by Watson and me, 
with the call letters "CZ". This time we were becoming 
real "DX" hounds, and almost nightly distant contacts were 
made. One operator I recall we often shot the breeze 
with was a NAVY op at NPF, Cape Blanco! 

Yes, life was simple "in them days". When I finish
ed college in 1913 I sold this outfit, and another compl
ete set of ham gear to the Northwestern Electric Co., of 
Portland. These two stations, together with 125 foot 
masts, were installed at Portland Oregon and at Underwood, 
Washington as "Limited Commercial II stations ••• "PNIY" and 
1'UN\f 11 , on 1625 meters. 

They operated successfully for four years, with good 
men at both keys, handling hundreds of company messages 
when the phone line was down or wiworkable due to forest 
fires, "silver thaws" etc. The distance was some 70-mls 
and due to the low frequency used, communications waa
always dependable. I worked at the Underwood Hydro-plant 
thru 1913/14, as oiler and then switchboard operator, also 
as Chief Operator of "THE WIRELESS". The station was shut 
down during World War 1, and re-activated in 1920 with 
radiofone gear. 

Meanwhile (as they say in the movies) ••• let us go 
back to our hero and his other early activities. In 1910 
and early 1909, the QNITED WIRELESS COMPANY had two sta
tions in Portland. These were ''DZ" at the old PERKINS 
HOTEL and ''PE" up on Council Crest. The latter, due to 
its elevation and a 200 foot stick, really worked well 
with other Oregon and Washington stations. But ''DZ", sur
sounded by city buildings, was practically useless except 
as an "eye catcher" in the business of selling stock in 
UNITED WIRELESS!! I The REAL eye-catcher however, was the 
day operator, the VERY attractive tall blond - Miss Abba 
Lindsay. In her blue serge unifonn emblazoned'""'with gold 
trim she certainly SOLD UWT to the travelling public!!! 

Through the acquaintance with the company's local 
manager, c. B. Cooper, Watson and I "broke-in" on Commer
cial wireless here. United Wireless never did develop as 
was hoped, and in 1912 was taken over by Marconi, as far 
as Coastal and Ship stations were concerned. The dream 
of overland "point to point" service"a la'Western Union 
went the way of many another dream! 

I see I've left out the real "highlights" of my first 
year's amateur operation (1909). Whereas the actual oper
ating results were at best mediochre 1 the side-effects 
were, to say the least, impressive. One day my good bro
ther Blaine inadvertantly got against the helix as I was 
transmitting. The resultant 22,000 volt "jolt" shot him 
backwards across my big 4 poster bed 1 which promptly col
lapsed on both ends, smothering him in bed-clothes, indig
nation and profanity. At another time the wind blew the 
window curtains into my "anchor gap" promptly leaping down 
cu�tain, poles and all. (See upper right please). 

The bright flame that followed was something to behold 
however, the situation was saved by "our hero" yanking down 
curtain, poles and all, happily saving the situation with 
only a few caustic words from Mother, re: 'the modern age of 
Wireless and what might happen next; "Next" turned out to 
be when R. F. feedback leaped across the inside of a down
stairs gas chandelier, luckily blowing a main fuse and lea
ving only the startled screams of the lady tenant who see
ed confused at the sudden darkness and the roar of excaping 
gas! I have often pondered on what might have happened 
had not the fuse blown BEFORE the gas spurted out! The 
final touch was when the lead-in sagged down on the roof, 
setting it afire and bringing out the Fire Department. 
Luckily they were quickly effective, and only a "reason
able modicum of damage. Needless to say I was entirely 
"at a loss" to know what could have caused the fire! 

-

Happily for all, September came and Our Hero and the 
,vireless gear moved to Corvallis and College. There I 
installed the outfit in our Fraternity's second bathroom. 
As there was no room for any furniture , other than the 
existing bathroom equipment, our readers will readily see 
what constitute• the operator's seat, and why operations 
were often temporarily interrupted. After some mild com
plaint by the Brothers - the gear was moved to more spaci
ous quarters in the College's �lechanical Hall. In order 
to get a good antenna support I used a bow to shoot an 
arrow ( with a light fish line attached) over the high 
brick power house chimney, and pulled up a light steel 
gantline to hold the antenna. 

"Meanwhile" during the swnmer of 1910 I got my first 
corm1ercial operating job at the CONTINENTAL WIRELESS CO., 
downtown PORTLAND station 1102". We handled "traffic" to 
the S.S. ROSE CITY, R2; The Roanoke, and Seattle "S2 11 • 

Unhappily this outfit, like United, shortly "folded", owing 
me three months salary! I recall we had a 5 KC 24-0 cycle 
rotary, with a beautiful note. I rather think but am not 
sure, that Lee De Forest was among those interested in this 
short-lived concern. At the same time I recall two sim
ilar concerns, !l!Y!:!!.!.!. and CLARK WIRELESS. 

During the summer of 1911, my pal Clif Watson and I 
1Yent to San Francisco and hit up Mr, L, Malarin for a sea
going operator job. "LM" was in charge for United, with 
offices at 420 Market Street. We both got jobs, he ship
ping out on the CHEHALIS, and I on the J.B. STETSON, both 
steam-schooners. I shortly got on a little bigger ship, 
the NORWOOD'. United came out with an orde_r that we could 
no longer accept "franked" personal messages from the Capt. 
When I refused to do so, the skipper said it was "mutiny" 
and promptly cut off my power! When we got to s. F. he 
insisted I be fired, so L.M. gave me a better ship, the 
w.s. PORTER at a raise of $10.00 per month !.! ! No action 
was taken against the skipper, who today would have of 
course been subject to a possible $10,000 fine for disabl
ing the radio at sea. - 30 -

EDITOR'S NOTE: 

11Joe"Hallock - Sparkgapper # 148 retired 
from FCC Portland 1960 as Engineer in Charge. 
He was member of partnership in the firm 
"HALLOCK & WATSON RADIO SERVICE" 1922-33 
and many West Coast Ops remember this organ
ization or worked for them. Joe received his 
COS (Certificat of Skill) at Mare Island 
1911. During the WW-1 years he helped est
ablish the 1000 KW ARC station near Bordaux 
France. During the early 1920•s he 
installed a number of radio stations in 
China. He operated "PC" at Astoria Oregon 
in 1912 and many of the West Coast's early 
days ships. Son "Ted" is now State Senator 
in Oregon. 

!REMEMBER

1 THOSE "SKINDERVIKEN" BUTTONS
Slrlndtnllltn Tn.namlttH' Button. 
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Book 

Reviews 

WEST COAST WINDJAMMERS (In Story and 
Pictures) By: Jim Gibbs - 1968 (LOC # 
68-22361) Superior Publishing Co., PO
Box 1710, Seattle, Washn. 98111. 

This is a book for the "Sail" buffs. It 
is a fascinating story of sailing ships 
which were built or operated on the 

Guayaquil Ecuador in 1825 where she was fitted with a 
steam engine which had been carried in her hold. Early da 
coastwise travel, including profiles on many ships our o 
members have sailed both coastwise and offshore, are incl 
ded. 

A picture of the Liner••• S.S. GOVERNOR (WGR) as sh 
appeared before she sank in 1921 is shown on Page-83 with 
a short article about the sinking on Page-84. Elsewhere 
in this issue of "PORTS o• CALL" you will find a story 
about the S.S. GOVERNOR'S last trip written by our own 
member, Ernie Wolcott who was Chief Operator at the time 
she sank. There are several other marine tragedies whic 
are covered in some detail. 

A chapter is devoted to ••• "Some Unusual Steamships 
and Motorships" which make for "easy" and enjoyable read
ing. Additional chapters on "Steamships and Motorships 
of Today and Tomorrow complete this book of about 175 pgs 

Copies can be secured by ordering from the Publisher 
direct or they may be purchased through the Society. 

West Coast and written by the Editor oft-------------------------------� 
"MARINE DIGEST" published in Seattle - perhaps one of the 
most lmowledgeable men on the Pacific Coast when it comes 
to maritime history of the Pacific. 

The book ($12.95) is B¼xlO'/.," printed on heavy gloss 
and cranwned ,vi th pictures of West Coast Sailers. Compre
hensive appendix lists all the sailing ships built on the 
West Coast from the 100 tonners to the four masted Bark
entine "FULLERTON" (1554-Tons) built at Alameda, Calif., 
in 1902 and until W\V-1, the largest ever built on the 
West Coast. She was abandoned in 1927 after being con
verted to a "fishing barge" and used off Redondo Beach, 
Calif. Also listed is the five masted auxillary schoo
ner "FANESTRAND" of 2557 Tons -- largest sailing ship 
ever built on the Coast according to our records. She 
was completed at Aberdeen Washington for French interests 
She sailed on her maiden voyage in 1918. Two slightly 
smaller sailing ships included the "JOHN IV. WELLS" (2527-
tons) and the "OREGON FIR" (2526-tons) later renamed the 
"HELEN B STERLIN:." -- both built on the Columbia River. 

The fate of these sailing ships is a very fascin
ating saga of the past. The "all-time" record ( of 
sorts) made between Cape Flattery to Honolulu was the 
SLOW PASSAGE of the Margaret F. Sterling (Ex-Vancouver) 
which took 49 days, while the all-time "speed" record 
over the same route was made by the "THOMAS P. EMIGH" in 
1909 when she logged the course in 7 days 22 hours. 

Another "bit of information" we picked up was that 
there was a maritime operating firm named ••• "SOS" Inc. 
We failed to find "CQD" Inc. 

You will find this book highly interesting. Cost, 
as mentioned is $12.95 and can be ordered from the pub
lishers or through the Society. 

STEAMSHIPS AND �IOTORSHIPS OF THE WEST COAST By: Richard 
M. Benson - 1968 {LOC 68-22360} $12.95. Pub. Super
ior Publishing Co., Box 1710, Seattle, Washn.98111. 

We find the above book just released, a very read-
able and absorbing book about ships of the Pacific Coast 
and of course especially interesting to the West Coast 
members of our Society. It is not complete as it would 
take several volumes to cover the field, however, Author 
Benson !mows his field and his work reflects an inborn 
interest in ships and things nautical. He has several 
other titles to his credit including ••• "By Steamer Down 
the Coast", "History of the San Francisoo Marine Exch
ange" etc., He is a member of the Steamship Historical 
Society of America, Friends of the Bancroft Library and 
several other such organizations. 

Author Benson's book includes a chapter on "Pioneer 
Vessels" on the Racific Coast - going back to the first 
ship on the Pacific which was the "TELICA" ••• arriving at 

MEN, SHIPS AND THE SEA 
11111111111110111111111111011111111111101111111111110111111111111011111111111101111111111110111111111111011111111111 

National Geographic Society - Capt. Alan Villiers. 
Perhaps one of the finest publications on the subjec 
ever written. It is now in its second edition with 
over 300 1 000 copies in print. Price of this superb 
book is $9.85 postpaid. 

This book draws on the tremendous resources of the 
National Geographic Society -- covering many nautica 
phases of great interest. It is a reference "must" 
for any sailor buff's library. Order direct ,from 
the National Geographic Society, Washington, D. c. 
20036 

SAILORTOWN 
IIIIIIIII0IIIIIIIIIIII0IIIIHIIIIII0IIIIIIIIIIII0IIIIIII 

SAILORTOWN - Stan Hugill - 1967 • 
This is an "unusual" publication which must be 

I read to be appreciated. It will perhaps appeal 

I to seagoing men more than their shoreside bro:f 
there, as anyone will note after picking it up. 

The book was written by Stan Hugill and publij 

•,.�• ;Jt 
shed by E. P. Dutton & Co. (1967) LOC-67-122301 
$10.00. It is a fascinating history of "SA.ILOR 
TOWNS" the world over and••• "Houses of Joy" 

to be found in the various world ports. 

We get first hand reports on such places as••• Paseo 
de Colon in B. A., Paradise Street, Liverpool; Ratcliffe 
Highway, London; St. Pauli, Hamburg; Crystal Palace in 
Antwerpen; The Barbary Coast in "Prisco"; Gafftop 1 s St. 
in Valpariso; Ship Street in Hong Kong; Number ''NINE" in 
Yokohama. or Bloody Alley near the Bund in Shanghai. They 
are all here. 

We also read about the "Midnight Fairies" 
who used to board ships in Hong Kong Harbor, 
(now called "Dollar Princeses) also referred

� 

to as "sew-ew" girls or "Sing-song" girls on 
"Flower Boats". 

The author has collected his stories on - _ 
the Magdalenas from all over the world and a 
vivid account of the "Jack Tani" from the _ ..::: 
days of the early whalers to the more modem --- --

twenties. The world's oldest profession still flurishes 
and a.a Kipling said: 

"ship me somewhere East o• Suez, 
where the best is like the worat. 

Where there ain't no ten connand
■enta 

and a chap can raise a thirst.\\ 

Today may be known as the age of "free wheeling" but it 
was only yesteryear that was known as the age of "Free 
sailoring". A wildl,- romantic roughshop and a stimula
ting era in the days of sail.,. now gone forever. 

(SEE REVIEW ON MAHLON LOOMIS - INVENTOR OF RADIO P-26) 
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DE K J E H QTJ 42 KNOTS 

S.S. UNITED STATES • SECRETS UNCLASSIFIED 

She could churn across the Western Ocean at 
the record speed of 48 land-miles per hour with a 
power plant of nearly a quarter-million horse-pow
er, taking a full division of men (10,000) ten 
thousand miles without having to refuel or stop for 
water -- these are a few of the secrets that have 
been "classified" since the S,S. UNITED STATES was 
launched by the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry 
Dock Company June 23 1951 and before she made her 
maiden voyage to Le Harve and Southampton one grey day 
in July 1952 when she brought back the "BLUE RIBAND" to 
the United States by bettering the HMS QUEEN MARY1s" 
record by over ten hours. 

The "brass-curtain" that high Navy officials secured 
16 years ago to hide design secrets of this superliner 
were rolled back during August 1968 ,men Admiral T. H. 
Moorer, Chief of Naval Operations announced that all 
classified restrictions had been removed. It was then 
learned that the S.S. UNITED STATES could develop 
240,000 HP or nearly 100,000 HP more than the "Queens" o 
other large liners. Her speed at maximum was rated at 
42 knots, although top speed on trials was limited to 
35.59 knots and this was the speed used to capture the 
mythical "BLUE RIBAND" across the Atlantic. Engineers 
limited her to 149,999 HP as it was explained that the 
higher thrust would have invalidated the six-months con
tractual guarantee placed on the ship by its builders. 
No ship has since matched her time of 3 days 10 hours 
and 40 minutes on the Atlantic crossing. 

It was also revealed that the S.S. UNITED STATES ha 
two separate engine rooms which were totally independent 
of each other. These lay athwartship - the forward eng 
ine room controlling the two outboard propellers while 
the aft engine-room controlled the inboard propellers. 
There were no entrance passages from the passenger sec
tion of the ship to the enginerooms. This will now be 
modified to allow conducted tours as is the practiae on 
most other ships on the North Atlantic run and in cruise 
service. 

Our Senior Vice President, (Commodore) W. Earle 
Wohler, is reported to be one of the very few passengers 
per ae, who ever visted the radio-room "KJEH" on the S.S 
UNITED STATES. He along with &eneral Sarnoff have enj
oyed this unique privalege, so it is reported. This due 
to strict aecuri ty reasons. Security in the engine
rooms has even been "tighter" up to date of declassifi
cation 

Tbe S.S. UNITED STATES carried a maximl.DD crew of 
1,050 including 54 licensed engineers plus an additional 
hundred unlicensed men in the engine rooms. The balance 
were required to staff 8.ild care for the 1930 passengers 
she is equipped to handle on a normal crossing. 

The S,S, UNITED STATES is considered the "SAFEST" 
ship that has ever been built with the greatest 
survival potential of any large ship afloat - esP
ecially from fire. 

It is reported that the reception given the S.S. 
UNITED STATES upon completing her maiden voyage 
was one of the most tremendous ever given a ship 
entering New York harbor. She had broken both 

the Eastbound and Westbound records held by the 
S.S. QUEEN MARY by a speed of nearly four knots 
per hour - the greatest "increase" in modern 
maritime history. The Eastbound time bet!"een 

Ambrose Light and "Bishop's Rock" was 3 days 10 
hours and40 minutes which was 10 hours and 2 min

utes faster than the S.S. 11QUEEN MARY'! 

It was reported that the British - always apprecia
tive of maritime achievements - gave the S.S. UNITED 
STATES an even greater ovation upon her arrival in 

Southampton than that accorded her in New York. Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill himself sent a congratu
latory message to Commodore Manning. 

While the SS UNITED STATES is outranked in size by both 
"Queens" which are leaving the sea-lanes, she has been 
the "Ribbon Holder" of the Atlantic Greyhounds for some 

15 years and approaching the record set by the SS MAURETANI 
which held the "BLUE RIBAND 11 for 22 years. The size of the 
Liner United States was purposely fixed to allow passage 
through the Panama Canal if desired. 

It was reported on Nov. 4 1968 by the venerable San 
Francisco "GUIDE" (in business over 100 years - reporting 
maritime news) that the P & 0 Steam Ship Company may take 
over operations of the SS UNITED STATES, according to a 
statement made by an official of the u.s. Lines who prefer
ed to remain unknown. Controlling interest of the U.S. 
Lines was recently taken over through purchase by the Walte 
Kiddie Industrial Organization who plan to continue the 
operation of the big fleet of freighters of the u. s. Lines 
but wish to withdraw from the passenger business - hence it 
is likely that the S.S. UNITED STATES may go the way of the 
s.s. AMERICA which was sold to Greek Shipping Interest for 
$4,250,000 about four years ago. The SS AMERICA - one of 
America's most popular ships has since been renamed the 
s.s. AUSTRALIS and at last report - runs from Europe to 
Australia. 

The P & O Lines is now the world's largest operator o 
passenger ships and they seem to be operating them at a 
profit while many others lose money. It has also been rep 
orted (without confirmation) that should "Cunard" fail to 
make money on the new HMS "QUEEN ELIZABETH - 2 11 during the 
first five years of her operation, she too may become part 
of the P & 0 Line's fleet. 

The S.S. UNITED STATES will depart from her North 
Atlantic run early in 1969 for special cruise trips. The 
first of these will be a 39-day trip leaving New York on 
Jan. 23rd when she will make a "triangle" tour of three 
continents, calling at Curacao, Rio de Janeiro, Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth, Luanda, Dakar, Tenerife, Gibraltar, Lisbon 
Funchal and then back to New York. 

On March 28 1968 the S.S. UNITED STATES is scheduled 
for a 16-day "Easter Holiday" cruise which will take her 
to Gibraltar and on into the Mediterranean to Cannes and 
Palma and then back to New York via Madeira and Be:nnuda. 

When the s.s. UNITED STATES passes from American 
management and ownership - she will be the last United 
States ships on the North Atlantic run to Northern Europe. 
The Liners Constitution and Independence are the only 
remaining large American ships regularly scheduled across 
the Atlantic. 
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for "PORTS 0 1 CALL" and the "WIRELESS PIONEER" that we find 
it next impossible to thank each one individually. Such 1--------------------------

gratitude is of course our compensation for the time and

effort. Ye Ed would like to speak for and include Frank 
Geisel in expressing our thanks. While "Ye Ed's" efforts 
are perhaps a little more visable, it takes a substantial 
organization to support these publications- and Frank is 
doing a superb job in his own way of building a solid 
entity which we can all be proud of. I might say that all 

"Have not yet finished reading all this most inter
esting material, but at this point can assuredly say that 
this new organization "SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS" shoulc 
become one of the most successful - long overdue - member 
binding organizations - of all the others now prevailing". 

s/ Harry R. Lord - #238 

officers, Directors and members have also given us the typel----------
--

----
---

-----
------

---4 
backing needed. Just give us time and good health and 
we'll have an organization - we hope - everyone will be 
very proud to belong to. 

I am printing a few excerpts - taken at random - from 
letters that we happen across, which gives the clue to the 
reaction of our efforts and hopefully light the path to 
future efforts. 

"I did not want to let one more day go by without con

11 1 personally feel the advent of the SOCIETY OF WIRE
LESS PIONEERS will create interest in many of our radio
men who have spent hours on the "key" in years past. More 
so since moders single side band and radio-teletype is 
slowly pushing "CW" into the background. The ''Wireless 
Pioneers" would seemingly bring out the pride in a man 
that he has accomplished something that not just anyone 
can do." 

a/Capt. G.F. Hernton USCG 
(Chief Communications Staff
Washington D. c. } 

gratulating you and associates of the Society of Wireless t-------------------------------�

Pioneers. Never before in all my years in wireless and 
radio have I witnessed any group being as well organized 
with such eclat and as meticulously complete a set of 
constitution and by-laws. The first issue of "PORTS 0' 
CALL" is a knockout. Congratulations." 

s/ Barney Osborne - #20 

"PORTS 0 1 CALL" just rec'd is a splendid initial 
offering of the Society's publication •• it really is ! 
Intensely interesting reading, well put together and very 
attractive cover; you've done yourself proud. Congrats ! 

a/Howards. Pyle - #50 

"Three Cheers for "PORTS 0 1 CALL" ! Looks like we 
are off to a good start"s/ Dr. Robert R. Crees #97 

"I would like to compliment all hands involved in 
publishing the "PORTS 0 1 CALL". I thoroughly enjoyed read 
ing every article from the Old Timers and am eagerly look•---------------------------------1 ing forward to the coming issues of P O C." 

"Congrats - found contents intensely interesting." 

s/Wally Leland - #66 

"Very, Very Wonderful. Design and appearance was

perfect. s/ Dick Johnstone - #2 

"Let me be among the very first to congratulate you, 
heartily - on your magnificent production of "PORTS 0 1 CALL 
Only those who have been in the publishing business are 
aware of the intense effort and long hours of labor you 
devoted to this project, and I really hope - and believe -
that all members of the organization will enjoy and appre
ciate your work. The whole thing has been prepared pro
fessionally and beautifully, and I was really amazed when 
I opened the envelope and saw what was in it. Let's hope 
you will get a great mass of information from the members 
for future editions. 11 

s/ Henry Dickow - #3 

s/ Arthur c. Jacoby #62 

''PIONEER" is great but "PORTS o• CALL" is just out of 
this world. GREAT! 

s/ J.L. "Mac" Mccargar -#36 

"PORTS 0 1 CALL" ••• fine. Youse guys really did a 

Bang-up job and no foolin 1 I Huge Congrats! 

s/G.s. "Sam" Corpe - # 29 

"it may be radio to forty million••• but its ALWAYS 
WIRELESS TO ME (end quote}. Thats what PORTS 0 1 CALL mean 
to me. Thanks for letting me into the organization. As 

Ye Olde Editor - you and your fine staff deserve a big hand 
for getting out such a fine publication". 

s/ Walter W. Alfonse - #101 

"I note the remarkable increase in your membership. 

"You have produced a remarkable journal in "PORTS 0' Harvy Butt, Ray Guy, Henry Dickow, Wm Hollis Hoffman, 

CALL, indicating keen perceptiveness as to the type of Howard Pyle, Ed Raser, Gilson Vander Veer Willets, Karl 

thing with most appeal to the particular reader group. 1 
Ba.arslag, members, are all friends of mine. So, as 11Al.1-

imagine all the Wireless Pioneers have had a long standing ::::
e
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r in good hands Tom Appleby." 

love affair with ships and wireless, and the guys who are s/Tom Appleby_ #251 still around are completely fascinated, for lack of a bet-·
1-

------------------------------
� 

ter word, the combination of nostalgia and curre.nt data 
covered in POC". 

s/ John J. McCarthy - #68 
" ••• want to compliment you swell fellows for doing a 

bang-up job on both your Ports 0 1 Call and your more recen 

,_ _____________________________ -I Newsletter (WIRELESS PIONEER}. They are both swell. 

"You are to be complimented in putting together, in 
such a fine way, all the data and infonnation pertaining 
to the WIRELESS PIONEERS. I for one greatly appreciate 
the facts documented, with so much history about the boys 
so many years ago who played his part (no matter how small} 
in the development of radio communications on land and sea!' 

s/ Lee o. Fassett - #37 

''PORTS O' CALL" is really great I Heard from several 
members - a lot of friendly comment. Also, that issue 
will definitely be a "collectors item". 

s/ w. Earle Wohler - #4 

(NOTE: We printed 500 copies of this edition and they are 

Henry F. Wiehr - #82 

"Certainly wish to congratulate you on a most wonder
ful job on the "PORTS 0 1 CALL. Its really a 11dinger", and 
every one of you fellers who have given so much of your 
time and hard work to get this Society launched on an even 
keel, deserve a vote of thanks from all of us. 

s/ Eb Cady - #54. 

� 
Please don't feel alighted if we didn't print yours. 

Space limits how much we can devote to such letters and I 
just grabbed a rendom bunch. I feel that we are on the 
right road and it is gratifying but we need your help I 



• 

lltf --------------A 11KNOTTY" RECORD 
The mythical "BLUE RIBBON" which the Germans called 

"Blau Band", the French -"Ruban Bleu" and the British -
"BLUE RIBAND" by which it is perhaps the best known has 
been reserved for ships making the fastest crossing of the 
Atlantic ( Many Europeans call it the ''Western Ocean")• 

Recording of elapsed time began in 1838. 
has always shown great interest in the fierce 
especially toward the end of the last century 
skippers pushed their ships to the last ounce 

The public 
competition, 
when dynamic 
of steam. 

While the "BLUE RIBAND" remained a mythical symbol, 
a real silver trophy was introduced as a prize in 1935 
when a member of the British Parliament set up a silver 
cup as a tangible prize. the Italian Liner "REX" was 
the first ship to hold the Silver Cup, followed by the 
French 11NORMANDIE", then the "QUEEN MARY". It was report 
ed however that the Cunard Line, owners of the Queen Mary 
refused to accept the trophy since in their opinion it 
introduced an element of competition which might compro
mise safety and they held to this philosophy. 

It may be noted that over the years, Sam Cunard was 
well represented in the "winner" colwnn. Speed has been 
one of the hallmarks of prestige on the North Atlantic. 
The first "Cunarder" to establish a record -- just "two
weeks" for the crossing -- over a century and a quarter 
ago (1840 to be exact) was the speedy passage of HMS 
BRITANNIA from Liverpool to Boston with a brief stop at 
Halifax. 

Contrast this old record with the speed record est
ablished by our own S.S. UNITED STATES of 3 days 10 hours 
and 40 minutes established in 1952 and which has never 
been equaled since. Since u.s. officials declassified 
the "performance" of the SS United States in August 1968, 
it is now known that if the U.S. Lines permitted, she 
would be capable of over 42 Knots per hour or better than 
48 land miles per hour. 

There has always been considerable dispute among 

shipping men about the "record". In checking over a 
sizable volume of records, I find a great many conflict
ions. I have made an effort to verify my record list 
and believe it to be as accurate and reliable as you can 
find. Factually, there seems to be no record, as such 
available. the Author of this article would welcome 
any information which might enable him to correct 11111' 
listing which is substantially incorrect. I will try to 
publish same at some future date. 

William A. Breniman - Ye Ed. 

THE SOCIETY OF 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 

;;;;S;;;;HaaIP'------ � OWNER DATE TIME 

Brittania 
Arcadia 
Britannia 
Hibernia 
Atlantic 

Asia 
Scotia 

11 

Rusaia • 
City of Paris -
Russia 
City of Brussels 

Oceanic 
Adriatio 13.5 
Baltic 
City of Berlin 

Gennanic 
Britannic 
Arizona 
Alaska 
Oregon 

Etruria 

18 

19

Umbrria (Tie) 19 
America 
City of NY 
City of Paris 

La Touraine 
Teutonic 20.3 
Campania 21.1 
Lucania 22. 
Kaiser lfilehm der 

Deutchland 24.0 

Cunat'!i 
II 

II 

II 

Collins 

Cunard 
Cunard 
Cunard 
Inman 
Cunard 
Inman 

White Star 
White Star 
White Star 
Inman 

1840 14-0 
1843 11-14 
1846 10-00 
1847 9-1-30 
1850 

°1850 8-17-0 
1863 8-4-0 
1867 8-3-40 
1867 8-1-25 
1867 8-0-25 
1869 7-22-0 

1872 
1872 
1874 
1875 7-18-0 

White Star 1877 7-17-45 
\Vhi te Star 1877 7-12-41 
Guion 1879 7-0-0 
Guion 1881 6-22-30 
Guion(Cunard) 1883 6-16-0

Cunard 1886 6-4-0 
Cunard 1886 6-4-0 
Nat11 Ii,ines 1887 
American L. 1889 5-19-0 

1889 

1891 5-16-31 
White Star 1891 5-14-00 
Cunard 1893 
Cunard 1893 

Grosse NLC 1897 5-15-0 

H.A. 1900 
Kronprinzessin Cecile NGL 5-8-00 

BETWEEN 

Lp-B v/Hfx 

Lp-Boston 

Lp-NY 
Q-NY 

Q-NY 

W/Bnd 

W/Bnd 
W/Bnd 

Hbg-NY 

Mauretania 27.0 Cunard 1907 4-17 & 4-11 \VB 
held record for 22 years 

Bremen 27.8 1929 4-17 Chby-NY 
Europa tied. 

Rex 28.9 Italian Line 1933 4-13-59 Gib-NY 
Normandie 29.9 French Line 1935 4-3-14 Fr-NY 
Queen Mary 30.6 Cunard 1936 
UNITED STA.TES u.s. Lines 1952 3-10-40 NY-Lp 

HONORING THE S.S. UNITED STATES 

She has New York's style and California grace, 

The Mid-west's strength, and Texas Space, 

The Southland's chana, and the Nation's pace, 

She's got Freedom's fonn and Liberty's face 

So salute the Liner ••• United States. 

(Author unknown) 
® 



Probably most of the employees of the MARCONI COMPANY 
thought of their work as just another poorly paid job. I 
always had a thought and the feeling of being•••" a part 

l..,...,,,....================:::::::;::;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;;;;;:;;;j of history" -- and that even the best of us saw such a 
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Wireless History 

(Continued from Page - 10) 

From about 1906 until 1912 various companies includ
ing UNITED WIRELESS and COMMERCIAf: l�II_IBLESS TELEG�PH. & 
TELEPHONE had considered the possibility of establishing 
a regular service between the U.S. and Alaska, but early 
tests were not satisfactory so both technical and finan
cial difficulties were present. In 1912 the MARCONI co.

took over the above mentioned companies and moved into the 
Pacific area in a big way and as usual in their carefully 
planned operations started making tests and collecting 
data for both the trans-Pacific circuit and to Alaska. The 
old Seattle station of Dubiliers was increased in power t 
25 KW and a series of tests were started. The results o 
these tests and others all indicated the PUGET SOUND area 
was a very poor location and even the 2 KW station at 
Astoria did better in tests than sites tests in the Puget
Sound area with Alaska. 

Later, when I was in the San Francisco shop I read 
these reports and as I recall from reading a hundred or 
more pages of data, there were several reasons for pick
ing the sites they selected, but the most important one 
was better signals between Astoria and Southeastern 
Alaska than other locations and likewise signals between 
the Orient and the s. F. area were in general better than 
other locations so the Trans-Pacific location at OOLINAS 
was picked and is still in use, and then the YOUNG'S BAY
ASTORIA location for the Alaska circuit. On picking the 
Alaska circuit there was conflict for they were looking 
far into the future possibilities of a Western Alaska cir 
cuit and all tests indicated that possibilities of a 
Western Alaska circuit and all tests indicated that SAN 
FRANCISCO was a far better location for working the inter 
ior of Alaska or Aleutian Island locations. The facts 
about signsls in various locations mentioned in th ese 
early reports are as true now as then. 

My old boss in San Francisco, ARTHUR A. ISBELL who 
was the Superintendent of Construction for Pacific Divis
ion - MARCONI COMPANY and later General Superintendent 
was responsible for much of this data and he was in charge 
of building the Juneau and Ketchikan Stations as well as 
many others. 

It had been planned to inaugurate THE ALASKA SERVICE 
about the middle of August 1915 but a break occorred in 
the ARMY ALASKA cable on August 7th. So they made hur
ried preparation and were able to start service on that
day and thus got a good start as they had no competition 
for several weeks until the cable was repaired. 

I had no part in building these stations, but I 
knew most of the people concerned and once helped retune 
"KPC". I visited both of these stations a number of
times in their early days. 

The general planning of apparatus, engineering, and 
original blue prints in the New York office were mostly 
the work of c. D. Warner who was an assistant of Mr. 
Sammis, the Chief Engineer at that time. Mr. Moir waa 
Engineer in Charge of Construction at Astoria. Henry 
Barker was Assistant Engineer and did most of the tuning 
and testing. 

When the Astoria Station went into operation, IRA F. 
JULIEN became the Officer in Charge. I think "Red" ROY 
was the first one to act as assistant operator and then
Loren LOVEJOY ,.as there for a while before he went to 
Ketchikan. 

When Isbell finished at Ketchikan, Buchanan became 
Officer in Charge. J.E. Johnson was also at Ketchikan. 
The JUNEAU station ''KDU" was 10 KW and R. s. POWELL and 
MANAHAN were there. JACK IRWIN was in charge of the 
Seattle District Office at that time. CALL LETTERS and 
geographical locations of stations were: 

YOUNGS BAY 
KETCHIKAN 
JUNEAU 

12 

KPC 
KPB 
KDU 

123° 51 West 46 ° 11 North 
131° 38 - 51 w. 55 ° 20 - 45 North 

- at north West edge of town near base 
of cliff. (continue above right) 

us from seeing the real nature of the universe and the 
force we were dealing with in a minor way. 

Twice in its first year of operation the ASTORIA sta
tion served the Northwest in emergencies -- first in the 
CABLE BREAK mentioned. And next, during THE GREAT SNOW 
AND SLEET STORM OF THE 1915-16 WINTER when all telegraph and 
telephone lines between the Northwest an� San Francisco wert 
out. Western Union made arrangements with the Marconi Co., 
to use Bolinas Trans-Pacific station to work Astoria, and I 
they handled emergency traffic over that circuit for several

' days. 

With the U.S. entry into WW-1, KPC along with all othe; 
U. s. MARCONI land stations were taken over for operation b 
the U.S. Navy and then on Nov. 30 1916, the Navy purchased 
all the Marconi stations in the u.s. except the TRANS-ATLAN 
TIC and the TRANS-PACIFIC. ASTORIA-KETCHIKAN circuit was 
continued for several years by the Navy using the old MAR
CONI personnel and apparatus, but about 1922 t�e� installed 
20 KW FEDERAL ARC transmitters and better receiving gear. 

They continued the same circuit until 1925 when the 
ArulY had the new Alaska cable installed and were able to
handle all the traffic so the Astoria station was put on 
standby basis. Later Astoria replaced NORTH HEAD Washn., 
station as part of the N.W. N&VY NET. When the Navy 
bought the station they used the call NUZ and then when it 
replaced NORTH HEAD they used "NPE". Astoria became in
active after WW-2 and was sold as surplus in 1957. A girls 
school now owns the property but the last I heard - those 
fine old steel towers were still there. 

ASTORIA PREIOUS TO THE ABOVE: Charles B. Cooper 
after building stations in the Midwest, Dever area and in 
California for De Forest came to Astoria in 1907 shortly 
after fo:nnation of UNITED WIRELESS and built station "PC" 
on a hill near the west end of town. I believe this was 
the first regular commercial station in the State of Oregon

Later that summer UNITED built a station in PORTLAND. 
Cooper then went to Seattle where he was Supt. of Construct 
ion in the Northwest and Alaska for several years. Later 
Marconi Chief Operator in Seattle until 1915 when he join
ed KILBOURNE & CLARK and formed the SHIP OWNERS RADIO SER
VICE to handle ship service work for K & c. He was Gen. 
Supt. of "S O R  S" during most of its ten-year life. 

The old station at Astoria was retained with separate 
operators for marine work after the building of YOUNGS BAY 
station for the Alaska circuit. Both used the call ''KPC" 
At Ketchikan both 5 KW marine and 25 KW Astoria (circuit) 
stations were at the same location, and the same operator 
worked both, so sometimes he was .Y!:!!! busy! 

Since the above was written I hear that the old towers 
at ASTORIA are gone but recently a friend running to Alas 
sent me pictures shoring two of the old towers at Ketchican 
still standing where originally erected. 

S/11BOB11 PALMER. 

" ... cheaper rates, leisurely pace and don't forget 
the free survival kit to each paying passenger!" 
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America "s Largest Ship 
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S.S. LEVIATHAN 

"They laughed when I sat down to play ••• but••••••• 
their laughter turned to surprise and then astonishment 
as I easily rattled off one tune after another"••••• 

That may have been the reaction of the Gennan crew o 
the gigantic super-liner SS VATERLAND, interned in New 
York harbor as the United States entered WW-1 and seized 
their ship. 

The Gennan crew, realizing seizure was i1m11inent, put 
their full ingenuity to work and when the crucial moment 
arrived, the boarding party was dismayed to find that the 
Gennan crew had systematically painted out all instruc� 
tions on pipes and wiring all over the ship. When the 
Americans tried to call on the phone system - they starte 
the sirens. When they tried to flush toilets they got 
nothing but raw steam, and it was said that the showers 
sprayed oil and bilge water. 

Without the aid of blueprints which had also been 
destroyed, the new American crew quickly traced out the 
Titanic mix-up, reassembled the engines and in a few shor 
months the great new liner which had only made two cross
ings of the Western Ocean (and on her "turn-around" of th 
third) was steaming out of New York harbor bound for 
Europe - loaded with 10 1 000 troops - to the chagrin and 
humiliation of the Germans. 

She had meanwhile been renamed the S.S. LEVIATHAN by 
President Wilson and was, at the time, the largest ship 
afloat -- 54,282 tons. Her bridge towered 90 feet above 
the water-line (high as an 8-story building); 48 boiler9 
fired from both ends; propellers 18 1 in diameter. She 
was 950 feet long and approximately one thousand tons 
larger than the SS UNITED STATES which was to come over 
thirty years later. 

The S.S. LEVIATHAN was refitted after the war at 
Newport News at nearly double her original cost. William 
F. Gibbs who undertook the herculean task of redesigning
the S.S. LEVIATHAN was later to design the S.S. UNITED
STATES. 

The S.S. LEVIATHAN under command of Co1m1odore Herber 
Hartley was perhaps the world's most renown super-liner, 
from the time she was launched on April 3 1913 aa the S .s1· 
VATERLAND until she reach the Rosyth Dock in Scotland for 
scrapping in 1937. Affectionatly known as " THE LEVI" •. 
she became the goal of many an operator. Because of the 
strict interpretation of the "Volstead Act" on American 
passenger ships, her "dry-status" did not draw the "money 
crowd" and consequently, while her reputation as a sea
worthy ship had no superior - she lost money from the 
start bankrupting the United States Mail Line and the 
other operators handling her for the United States Ship
ping Board who retained ownership. 

THE SOCIETY Of 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 
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The S.S. LEVIATHAN was the second of a trio of Gennan 
ships built for the Hamburg-American Line to give Gennany 
undisputed conunand of the sea lanes. The first ship com
pleted was the S.S. IMPERATOR launched the same year the 
s.s. TITANIC was lost (1912). She proved to be top-heavy 
and everytime course was changed she listed so badly that 
both officers crew and passengers became frightened - it 
was said. Ad�antage was taken of knowledge gained from 
the • •• Titanic sinking and the experience ri th the SS
DfPERATOR (what later became the HMS BERENGARIA) so that 
the S.S. LEVIATHAN has often been listed as perhaps the 
greatest ship ever built, at least to the time of the s.s.
UNITED STATES. 

Certainly she was one of the most ornate and Sjlfest 
ship afloat. She was joined shortly after by the third 
of the trio - the S.S. BISMARK which was later named the 
HMS MAJESTIC and operated by t'be White Star Line. It migh 
be noted in passing that the SS IMPERATOR was operated fo 
a short time by the United States but turned over to the 
Cunard Line. All three ships were "THREE STACKERS" and 
beauties to behold. 

"HANKY-PANKY" ON LEVIATHAN OPERATION 
Some of the untold "hanky-panky" that occurred durin 

the life of the ''Levi" was that in 1922 after alteration 
she was found to measure ••• 59

1
950 gross tons - the larg-

1 est ship afloat and so advertised! During economic retre -
chment of the "depression era" she was again measured but 
this time it was found she was only••• 48

1
943 tons ( a 

shrinkage of over 10,000 gross tons ••• which enabled a 
saving of over $40,000 per year in port tolls. 

President Harding at one time had agreed to the 
political expedient of having this great ship named after 
him as the S.S. PRESIDENT HARDING. This was discretely 
shelved after the "Teapot Dome" affair. 

The s,s, LEVIATHAN was operated under the management 
of the United States Mail Line which went bankrupt, then 
by the government owned United States Line and then for a 
short period of time by the International Mercantile Mar
ine group, controlled by the former organization but owne 
by the USSB. She became a political pawn and due to inept 
management, she lost money from the start. The J.P. Morgan 
interests at one time tried to buy her but a crusade by t

J 

Hearst Newspaper interests blocked the sale. Thu0 in 
effect ended efforts of the United States to dominate the 
North Atlantic shipping lanes as 1932 saw an end to her 
regular scheduling. A brief resumption in 1934 (5 trips) 
and then to the mud-flats awaiting her last voyage to 
Scotland and the cutting-torches in 1937. She was the en 
of an era ave roud one in American Maritime History. 
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Ship Profiles � 

This is the second of a series on "SHIP PROFILES" 
that we would like to feature in "PORTS 0 1 CALL". Last 
issue we covered the s.s. CONGRESS who spent most of her 
life on the West Coast. This issue we feature the 
S.S. LEVIATHAN which spent all of her life on the Atlantic. 

We would like to bring a "thumb-nail" account of 
famous ships and an account of their lives under the Yar
ious names they were known by including wireless history 
etc. 

We welcome suggestions (and research material) on 
ships you would like to see featured. Address your 
letters to "Ye Ancient Mariner"(*) on the s. s. ARK. He 
will try and run a "SHIP PROFILE" in each edition of our 
good paper. TU. 

( •) There are many "Ancient Mariners" but "YE" Ancient 
23 Mariner is Bill Breniman - Editor of "POC" and ''WP". 
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''Wireless Pioneer'' 
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PLEASE FORGIV!: ''Ye Ed" if he seems at time oblivious� I love the great open sweep of the sea; the smell of 

to everything but SHIPS! Sure we are a WIRELESS ORGAN- salt air; the touch of rain; the smile of the sun; the 

IZATION and its shaping up as one of the "best" - but it kiss of the wind; the call of the sea-gull and the soft 
was his interest in ships and things nautical, and not slap of waves as they splash against the hull of my ship. 
overlooking ••• the call of •••"far away places, with stra-
nge sounding names" that perhaps sparked his early inter- l I love the delicate streamers of cirrus floating on 
est in wireless. Many of us, I am sure, found 11WIRELESS 1 \high; the ominous thunderheads of the tropical squall; 
the magic word and the ticket to see these "far away ••••• l the colorful "Japanese Sunrise " over the China Sea; the
places" ! Yes, perhaps it was a ''means to an end" but as jstern posture of the North Atlantic; the gentle breezes 
we became 11cod.e-cnerchants", we were caught-up in the fas- ,of Hawaii and_Polyneaiai the awesome Aurora Borealus with 
cination of not only "far away places" but another world. its shimmering and ever changing shafts of light flickering 
The world only wireless men know about. When we put on \across the skies as we ply the North Pacific. 
the "cans" ••• we leave this mundane world and "listen-in 1 � 

to sounds from out of space - a world few others are l I love the pungent smell of ozone from the leyden -
acquainted with or aware of. 1jars in my wireless shack; the musical rythm of the 24-0-

\ cycle rotary spark; the exhileration of finding "THE SPOT' 
Who among us is not fascinated by ships of all des- on my carborundum or galena crystal; the tone of my horne

criptions ••• whether they be the super liners - with maj- \port station as it increases in volumn as the ships solid 
estic lines and magnetic appeal or the graceful sailing ltbrob brings us ever closer state-side. 
ships we have gimpsed on yonder horizon which has spiked \ 
our imagination with fascinating stories of the clipper l I love - most of all - signing off the "rusty old 
days. The appeal and grip that ships and things nautica:,, bucket of bolts" and receiving my check in front of the 
cast upon us is hard to explain - so we don•t. 

!

Shipping Commissioners. GOODBY ••• you 11lousy 11 hooker!!! 
�Keep all your copra bugs and smelly tanks !! Yeh - I 1 11 

SHIPS••• the most exciting things that man has ever \go up to Marconi and tell them••• they can relieve me••• 
built ! Four-stackers - the symbol of prestige in the :AND NOW! On second thought••• perhaps••• perhaps, I'd 
early part of the twenti eth century included such magni- Jbetter not be too hasty? 
ficent vessels as the German Liners, Kaiser Wilhelm Der 

I'' Grosse, Kronzrinz Wilhelm, The Kronprinzessin Cecilie, W.A.B. 
followed by the Mauretania, Lusitania, Acquitania, Olym- j 
pia and Titanic, also the Vaterland which became the \ 
Leviathan, The Bismark which became the Majestic., Etc. l'

The HMS Acquitania was the last of the "four-stack-
ers" and so called "Greyhounds" that raced for the myth- I' 
ical "BLUE RIBAND". It remained for the HMS Mauretania, On Thanksgiving day, 1917, the tug GOLIAH "lfPG" was launched in 1907 to hold the ribbon for nearly a quarter 
century (1929). She had the classic lines, speed, grace in a real gale and with her fuel tanks full she would 

and a beauty that made her legendary __ probably the all actually be buried in the seas except for the stack. For 

time great ship of the Atlantic. ,,the crew it was misery, especially the cook. He had the 

SHIPS The word is still magic. There isn't a GOLIAH gave a lurch and the turkey landed in the garbage 
!�turkey prepared and set it on top of the galley, when the 

member among us whose eyes can resist following the move-
can. 

ment of any vessel, whether it be one of our renown pass- Ca f 11 h' ·t t d k' dr · h enger liners, a tanker, cargo ship or banana boat. They ! . re u Y was ing i _ou � '?8 ing new essing, e 

are all creations of beauty (in our eyes) and as we fol- \ pu� it back o� the �tove Just in time for a larger roll, 
. . . . � which heaved it again over the racks, over the garbage can low !heir wake, c�n� ecture fil�s_

our mind as
_
we wonder_ •• , into the coal bin. Again patiently washing it, he got it 

Q� . We _have visions of Tahiti, The Bund in Shanghai, in the oven. A while later he set it on the stove to Rio, The River Plate, Capetown or perhaps ports on the b t •t . t - t· f 1 ll t h't d Mr 
c ta d 1 s 1? as e i ,  JUS in ime or a arger ro o 1, an • os e O • 

1Turk tore loose and skipped both garbage pail (bucket to W.A.B. 
/you), coal bin and landed in the ash can. Then on the 
'fourth try a real sea hit and Mr. Turk cleared everything 

to land on deck. But, we had a delicious dinner that 
night, even if we had to hang on by our eyebrows and hold 
the soup dish in our hands. 

Contrary to the norm, it isn 1 t the 114-letter" words that 
"bug" most of us in the operating fraternity - at least 
among the professionals ••• but those••• drat it•••••• 
THREE-LETI'ER WORDS I 

For example - the word 11HAM11 might be accepted among the 
amateur fraternity without a second thought, but to tie 
such an appelation to an "old pro" has the same effect as 
waving the proverbal "red flag" at El Toro. 

One of the "supreme insult■" of course would be to call 
an old timer ••• a ••• "lid"!!! Good idea to be elsewhere 
when El Sparko hits the deck! 

Minor irrations include telling an operator to 11QRT". 
Those who use such words or letters obviously have not 

Dexter s. Bartlett - 145 

It is not too well known that there were lady operators 
in the olden days. One was Mias. Marbelle Kelso, who was f 
the lone operator on the S.S. �IARIPOSA running to Alaska in 
1912. That was before laws compelled two operators on 

Ipassenger ships. Women made good code operators and 
1apparantly by memorizing the simple exam. she obtained her 

ticket. They were careful not to assign them to freighters 

Although not an operator, Stella Kayo was an institu-, 
tion in the Seattle Marconi office. When RCA Marine took 

;over, she became manager for several years and was very 
lwell liked. It is reported that she died a few years ago 

Dexter s. Bartlett - 145. 

l:r1'1:,· J/,•111/wr 1;,,1 I J/,,,,,/,,,,-
taken Dale Carnagie's course ••• "How to win friends" etc. 
Perhaps there are other "atom powered" 3-letter words but !@

4 here we sit, sans brains - fat, dumb and happy I 1 
,; �;

J 
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l't!E EXCLUSI\'E "SOS - CQD 1 ers" GLUD �IID1IlER (Note} SIIIP (S.S.} 

AGAS-17 

� _DA_,T;;.;;E.• ___ _ 
l'hc follo"·ini; listed members have documented their trans
mis-. ion/,s o.f SOS or C1lD cnlls due to emergencies or dis
tr0'ss to the vessels tiu•y were aboard. 

l'hc nnc,cs o.f n .few members have been included under condi-11 
t ions of being torpedoed or under enemy gun-fire on which i: 
:!hip was sunk but where they were restricted from actually\\ 
sending c::ill for help due to radio silence or black-out. li 
The n::imc-s of those on the � � of this "exclusive" )' 
club arc taken from the Application-History" sheet forms ,i 
furnished. Unfortunately, a few dates and some pertinent ll 
d'ltn has inadve,·tantly been omitted. We would like to jl 
include all details and we welcome full accounts of such ll 
emergencies which we hope to oublish in future editions of1• 
"PORTS O' CALL". He hope we· have not missed anyone elig-(: 
ible - if we have, please send details. z: 

James T. Chambers 
Howard Cookson 
Dexter s. Bartlett 
Lewis M. Clement• 

Standard 
Northwestern 
Spokane 
Camino 

lcobert L. Shrader Pres. Hoover 
(Bombed by Chinese in Yangtse 

Walter L. Lachelt (2) Dora 
Paul M. Jewell James Robertson 
Haydn P. Roberts Joseph Cudahy 
William Galvez Santa Leonor 
Arthur Enderlin San Jose 
Roy F. Prince Katha 
Albert E. Snow Ticonderoga 
Alfred K. Uobinson Sewickley 
Gerald E. Travis• Agwidale 

MEMBERS (NOTE) 

ilenry IV. Dickow 
Frank Geisel 

SIIIP (S.S.} 

PECTAl'I 

� DATE OF S.O.S. 

1914 
1921 

Seminole 
Columbia l':,' Lewis D. Chilson 

Cyril II. Pemberton Dora 
;: Albano Leal Ilaria 

NR 

lA 
1B 
1B 

1-98 
88 

tliver} 
1B 
9A 
98 
1B 
lA 
9A 
9A 
48 
1-
9-
18 
1B 

Rome �lontlc • 
Multnomah 
Tuckahoe 

1B 
18 
38 

Heredia 38 

Aug. 
Aug. 
1918 
1920 

,; Joe II. McKinney Harne 
l• W. Earle ',Vohler City of Topeka 

4B 
38 
4A 
6A 
1B 
4B 
9A 

,J.S. "Si" Knowles (!}Oregon 48 
\\'. G. Simpson Suboatco 5B 
Chas. �-1. Morenus San tu Cristiana 
Ernest i. Wolcott (2)Governor 7A 

6A 

•: Charles H. Singer Comanche i:, Lester J. Tappan Sc'.nta Maria 
) Andrew n. Lopez Commercial Guide 
1: Harvy R. Butt Alamance 

�lissing 
May 1917 
Dec. 11 1927 
June 1911 
July 19i2 
1936 

June 5 1916 
July 7 1943 
1917 
Apr. 
Aug. 

1 1968 
8 1921 

Apr. 2 1943 
Sept. 30 1918 
Sept. 20 1919 
NR 
NR 
Feb. 19 1924 
June 1!)16 
Nov. 3 1947 
1921 
Jan. 
Oct. 
1913 
Feb. 
Feb. 

2 1920 
17 1925 
(Tksg Day} 
14 1927 
5 1918 

Geo. D. Hubbard (1) Asia lA 
Loyd A. Peek (2) Umatilla lA 

Jan.18 1918 
Jan. 1927 
June 5 1919 
Apr. 21 1921 
Apr. 23 1911 
�lar. 5 1 1918 
May 1917 
June 1922 

:: Viggo H. Conradt-Eberlin 
:< Arizonian NR Sept. 14 1921 

Howard s. Pyle Rush 8-
Eben K. Cady Willamette 18 
Rudy Asplund IIawaiian Rancher 78 
Arthur c. Jacoby Santa Isabel 18 
Arthw· E. Ericson Lucy Neff 18 
Henry fo'. \'/iehr •(2} Adm. Sampson 70 

fo't. Dearborn 9A 
Robt. P. Drown Edw. Luckenback lA 
Gerald Estep Constance Chandler 6A 
Ernest D. Fa�ian Somerset 18 
Alfreds. Crosse Tug Vigilant 9A 
Ernest fo'. Wilmshurst Klamath } lA 
Bernard W. La Petra Klamath } lA 
Raymond S. Kimberk Alki NR 
Wm N. Hayton Delfina 9A 

Dec. 1, 1952 
Mar. 25

1 
1919 

1911 
Aug. 25 1914 
NR 
Jan. 10 1930 
1933 
Oct. 3 1917 
Oct. 1916 
Feb. 5 1921 
Feb. 5 1921 
Nov. l 1917 
6-4-41 

it�::;:
=

•;�l} :ip s�:::h�:; ::;=,,,,=-,,,,,w�
Struck reef or grounded. 

\: 2 Sprung leak 

il 3 Storm - out of control or foundered 

:: 
4 Mechanical - Engineas/rudder/power etc. 

;• 5 Adrift w/o power 

;: 6 FIIlE 

1: 7 Collision with another ship 

11 8 Under gun-fire 
i: 9 Torpedoed or explosion 
,, 

--� 

11 

"l" 

''2" 

Account carried in PORTS 0 1 CALL - 1968 
edition. 
Account to be found in this edition. 

· .. ftti .. "'i DORA �s �un.tJcheduled� Cannery Stop�� 
AT UYAK ALASKA AS TOLD BY "WALT" LACHELT 163 P --�}·· 

"I was the operator on the small mail steamer "OORA" �i 
in the shuttle service of the Alaska SS Co., between Sewar<1I 
and Nushagak, making various calls along both sides of the ,; 
Aleutian Peninsula and in the Islands as far west as 
�1akushin. 

We were westbound from Kodiak through Uzinki Str"i ts, ,! 
bound for Uyak on the north side of Kodiak Island, \Yhen at l< 
alJout three in the morning we struck a reef and immediate- �� 
ly began takin� water. We were not more than 50 miles \: 
from Kodiak (NPS} but due to the extremely mountainous ter-

i
l 

rain and a mush 120 cycle KC gap we couldn't raise NPS witbj 
our SOS call. Called for several house and couldn't rais•) 
anyone! ! ! Hard to believe today, but in those days there 'l 
were very fe,•: ships in that area ,vith wireless. 

1': The "Dora" was built with an oaken hull of timbers 12' l
thick and fortunately went on at low tide. At high water l 
they mnnaged to free her from the reef. (upper right pleas•�l 

\'le had among the passengers, Capt. Byron \'/hi tncy, US. 
Steamboat Inspector from Juneau, making his annual trip tc 
the Westward to inspect boats. After he looked the situa 
tion over, it was decided that the pumps 1vould keep her 
afloat until we could reach Uyak, a cannery stop about 60 
miles further west on Kodiak Island. We made it OK and 
there she was beached at high water to examine the extent 
of damage. At low 1vater she lay on her side and it wns 
found that she had pWlched a hole in her bottom large 
enough to drive A Volkswagon thru. We were quartered 
ashore at the cannery for a week while a patch job WAS 
done. The SS "CORDOVA" of Alaska. SS Line enroute Nome to 
Seattle was diverted and towed us 1800 miles. When I 
arrived Seattle I had enough of the "DORA" and checked in 
with Charlie Cooper for another assignment. 

Bedbugs, cockroaches, rats and a strong pungent odor 
of soft coal smoke permeating thru the ship was just too 
much for me!! The "Dora" had a colorful history alon1v.::-, 
that run for man:v years." Walt LaChelt - #163-P �25, 
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PrC':--h o u t o r  L i t e  Nava l Hatl i o Schoo l , 1 was as!-d � n ed 
t o  t i 1 1 ' l i . .  1 . i . Ul!:�; � lll l N 8S 0 1 1 ,Co n vo:,.1 , l ut,v . We p i c l . t 'd  uµ a r-------------. 

..._ l t t \� c- o n v o�· i n  :\' e w  Y o rk l la rbor , and s t <";uucrl ou t  t.o s c.'a 

I B k I ,·, 1 t h ..!rt mc , - c l t , 1 n t  s h i p� undf• r our  care- . Th i s  o f  c o urs e  was 
00 s Wo r l d 1;·. , r  O n " • The wc'1 Lhe r wa,; lH'a u t  i fu l . ' l\vo d es t roy-

'"":"'.'.".' . e rs .1 c c o11 1pa n L cd us for  .:1 ,°'h o r t.  tl i s 1 a n c c  t o  s t.•a , ns d i. d __ _ . • 
.\: i v y  h l imps f l :'- i n � ove rh ead . l t  was n o t  l onb l>c- fore o ur 
. 1 . I , , i t t - , n : 1 1 esc o r t s  t u rned b:, c k  L0 11''1 rd Ambrose L i µ;h ts; h i p  

MAHLON  LO OMI S  •, l nd  l i i 1." wc., t hC' r c h:-t ng<:'d ag we go t i n t o wha t we- t h o ugh t was 
t. h c- t a i l  , •m l  o f  a h urri cane h l ow i n h up and ;1 J ong t. h c- C iu ] f 
-.; t r c-..1.m . 

..;(,mchow onr n a v i :i t i on r:,;i nn�<"d to i;::ct  us an<.l t h e  who l e  
C 1. •n vo �: i n t o  wh .i t m us t  ha v<' be \• n the  tc t h  o f  t h e  hurr i c :1nc  
1 i 1 , l l 1 b1..• e 1 1  nn •va tch  i n  the- rnd i o room , w i tho u t  th e bene f i t  
o f  � 1 10 1 '  h o l e , th ro u�h wld c h t o  ol):--:c rvc wha t  rras ma lci ng 
t h ,• � h i p  ro l l  so badl y .  Wh en I was: r t • l i e vL"d from d u ty ,  I 
1 u r i i l•d up to the  hoa t , lee k .  ' 1 'h c  s ky n n c l  s en l ookcr l  

o;-• i n o us . I was surprised there wc rP no sai l o rs o n  d eck . 
l'l i l'n 1 l o ol cd a f t , and mu ch to my constarna t i on n WilVC ns 
t.al l a s  n moun tn i n  was bc.i r i  n� cl own on  u.c; . l r;rabbcd n 
� t :i n t i on n nd brea th i n g a pray e r ,  gave myse l f  up fo r l os t . 
1 d i. d r 1 t s e c  how any sld p co u l d  su rv ive t h i s  h uc-e moun ta i n
o f  w:t t e r ., Then to my amazeme n t  we rose upon i t  and i t  
-n � s cd on , o n l y  t o  b e  f o l l owed b y  a n o t h e r  nnd '1nothcr . 
F i 1, ; 1 l t �· , J hc�an t o  breath  ag:1 i n , rea l i z i ng th i s  was . .. .
.. o i n� t o  s e a . 

Th e conv o�- had b e c ome sca t t e re d  in the s t o nn ,  ex c e p t  
( 1 ·  . , f �w . One  s h i p  i n  s i 1th t hn d a deck l oad o f  ho r� es , 
in ini r -o vi,sed s ta l ls . We saw huge ,.-aves wash  t h"m a l l  
o \re 1 ho:1 rd . Th;, t n igh t  I was o n  wa tch al�al n 1 a l ways wi th 
a r:1ur1,,: 1;.• , r e r i c n c e d  ouc ra t o r . Our  t ra nsr.l i tte r was a 're l e 
fwlkcn  w i t h  n d o z <.· n  o r  so c y l i nd r i ca l quench s r,n rk gaps . We 
c o ui 1 t rnnsm i  t ,·:i th  one  on  ext reme ly l ow powe r ,  or cu t t h C' 
wh o l e  l-Jn nk f o r  l IP and DX , howeve r ,  rad i o  "b l ac k-out " was 
t h e- o rd e r  o: the dny . Ver�, few s ignn l s  were heard ns a 
r c, � u l  t ,  e xc e p t  f o r  ,.'() ;; S c h ed u l es nnd PX f rom shore s ta t i ons 

As I s a t  on wa t ch , t h e re came a s igna l , s low and dc l
i be r t l �· s .on t . I spe l l ed i t  o u t  a l o ud ,  S - 0 - S . Th e 
C , i. 1 c- I , lh rew h i s  c o f f e e  cup a:,icl e  and , 1 urlcd h ims e l f  into  
t i l ('  s e c o n d  r,05 i t i on . l i e  was n ' t too sure  o f  me yet . Soon 
we, had de ta i l s . A bri t i sh merchan t ,sh i p . The cargo had 
sh i f t C' d 2 nc.l t he h uge wa ves we r e  bcatins the  ves s e l  to 
v i c c cs . We s t e:1med towa rd  the i r  poR i t i. on , a�a i ns t  wind 
'l.ntl sco , mak i ns l i t t l t?- h eadway . ,�·c never reached them i n  
t ine . l'h e las t code  wo rds s pe l l ed o ut by tha t courageous 
1;i rc l e � s  op was "GOOD flY.c l� lYS , T! li \'IATEf l ' S PJ :\E" . I wi l l  
n eve r for�c t tha t mes sa {;'e . 

Th omas App l P I Jy . Lo om i s Puh l i c� 1 L i ons , P . <J ., Bo x  (, _ !...'. -:. , 
Was h i. 11 1: ton , u . c . ( S 3 . :.!!'; ) • 

The r e  i� a mon wa r •n l on t l i r  bea c h  a t  J\ i. L ly 1 1 : , wh . , ·.: . c . ,

d ed i cated t o  t : , c  \'I r  i 1 1; 1 1  t Bro t l i c , ·s wh o made t h e  spot  I t  i. Sto r 
ica l in 1 90:::; by f l y  i n ,; th e f j  rs t a i rp l. :1.nc frorn t l , 0  run \'N I J  
they had mad e .  

Al though th e f l i gh t  was mad e ove r '; i x ty v e a rs ai;o , i L  
took many many yea rs f o r  t h e  \'/r i g h t  rlroth c rs t o  rr• c < " i vc 
the rccogni tion and o f f i c i a l c r c d i  t f o r  the i r  a c l 1  i c ver.icn t 
wh ich  they so ri c h l y  d ese rved . 

One s tops to wond e r  • • •  may th i s  no t he t l , e  same  L _vpe 
o f  th i n g  tha t happened to : ia h l on Lo omis ? l i e  d er:1ons t ra
ted and pa tented h i s  i d ea L ,a c k  in 1872  and rec e i ve d  :1 I . , 
pa t e n t  t i ,  sar.K• :': e,. 1 r  on h i s  Lo o(Tlis T e l e g ra ph Sys t. : m ,

'l."11e  forr.ia t i o n  o f  t h e  Loomis A.e r i a  1 T c  l c gr� r,h Company 
wa s au t h o r i zed and , t pp rovc<l by Congress in 1 0 7 3  a c c o rd i n c:  
o f  o f f i c ia l  rec o rd s  o f  t h e  Un i t�d S ta t e:;; ·�ove rnmcn t . £1l i s 
o f  c ours e was many many �· e: � rs before  n:t rc o n i , Ponov . i n d
others ga i n e d  rccoe;n i t ion . 

I t  was lcnown t h a t  Loom i s  d id n o t  ha ve f und s to CJro
cccd  wi th h i s plan,;  nnd h e  1va •, h eartbroken a f t e r  fn i l u r-e  
to s ecu re f i nanc i a l  ba , kinr;  f rom the gove rnme n t  and  
o the rs . l i e  r l i c cl i n  1 886 . l i e  was a ve ry br i l l i ct n t.  ma n 
and c.:-imc f rom excep t i o na l  s toc lc , Anyo n e  r:h o rc.'.'lds  t l 1 l ' 
speech h e  , ta d c  to t he l•'r'1nkl i n  I ns t i tute  ( �uo tcd in ;u l l  
in Author Appleby ' s hook) cnn n o t  h e l p  bu t be impres ,aa c d
by h is ins ight a n d  makeup . 

The publ i s h i n.; of th i s  book was n " la ! Jo r-'J f - l o vc- 1 1 

for our good membe r ,  Th omas App l eby ( Cmd r US:-," ( R ) and 
5p.:trk Ga , Pioneer o f  the Soc i e ty No . �3 1 . Th e  hoo:, was 
recen t ly gi vcn a ve ry n i c P.  wri t eup in the " IEEC sp;::r mr:- i " 
( J un e  1068 ) by ;oc i c ty rlcmbcr l la raclen  Pra t t . 

\'le th i nk that many of o ur membe rs ;n i !; h  t l i k<' to rea 
more about ti1 i s  remarkable  :nan and to su.mP l c  the res , -. , \ re 

Good  wc.::. thc r r c t urnc<l ancl we reformed the c onvoy . antl documenta t i on o f  "Tom" App l eby . Pcrhnr,s the  d.,.�.- rn� l)ut now  we had the U - IJoa ts to wo rry abo ut . And came a day 
ye t c ome wh e n  the name of "LOOl- i I S "  w i l l rank w i t i t  t . 1 . 1 t o 

wh e n  we we re u n d e r  a ttaclc ., S team i n g  in on t J 1 c  sub , we S l We I I b t 
"HA! lCON J " , " I IZ, !'F/. " and o th e rs lis ted in the Wir-oless  ec 

hcgan t o  rc � e.:is c r epth c ha rges . sn n , � 1 c  su  , bu one t i on of the anna l s  o f  time . o f  the  r' c ptn bor:1bs exploded  nea r us , buckl ing our after _ 30 _ 

, 

pla  t c s  antl twi s t in g  the rudde r •  We we r0 a b le to s tand by 1 111 1 1 1 1 1□1 1 1 1 1 111 1 1 1 1□1 1 111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1□111 1m11 1 1 1a1 1 1 1 1 111 1 1 1 1a11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1□11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1□111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1□1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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:� t�' WHAT HAPPE "E t'I T 0 
Po n ta U e l  Gado. , 1 n  t n c- Azor s for  repa i rs . 11 M 1 1 1 ♦ 

Some o f  us we re v e ry  eager to ge t ash o re , i t  being Our good membe r ,  Wa l t  Sch reiber  < ,;:94 ) th i nks that ll'C
o u r  f i rs; t f o r e l gn por t , and glamo urous l ookin g at tha t . s h o u l d  l i s t  in<Jui rics in e · , clt issue of POC as l , i nf! '1 b o u t
A f t e r a c;ood  sho re mea l w e  we nt  in  f o r  a l i t t l e  s i gh t-s ee- opcr'1 t o rs - a nd s h i ps • • •  Wi ! A'l' 111!:CAJ.IE lll-' l'i JE;,[ · :  l "l t cn
i. n i: . Some Port uguese  k i ds came u p  and wan tcd to  tnkc us  if  anyone knows - they coul d w r i te i n  and we wou lrl  nul,-
s or,1ewh e re . I t  sounded intcrcs t i ng , s o  we f o l lowed t h e m  l i sh the  answe rs t h e  next ed i t ion . We th l nk th i s  i s  a 
a n d  f o und o u rs e lves  e n t e r i ng a t r o p i c '1 1  tyr" house  wi t h  a f in e  idea ( samp l e  s omc U1 i 11g us fo l l ows ) : 
l :1 rgc room . Some women we re s i t  L i ng a ro und , I won t ca l l  I'll l,\ 'I' c:v.; , i  I IA l 'PZN.::0 'l'O ? 
L h e m  E;i r l s . Appa re n t l y  they wan ted to danc e ,  and came , l im l lc i l i ga n Liln l S . S . )101 1 1: r V!\ , �\0;11 
rush i n fl to ,·;a rds us . S o r t  n f  a day or n i gh t  c l ub ,  1 f i g- V e rnon fl . Goldsm i t h ,; . � . H AS : tATT,'u\' ( E t c . ) 

L i r,n  was t h e  b e t t e r  r" r t , I hurd led  th rough t h e  low wi d e  I can s t i l l  h "a r  h im c'1 l l i ng o u t h is 
u red . One  h ugc , fa t p;n l headed for  me . l•'i gurin� cl i s c re-

◊ 
wi nd ow ., 'fh i s  proved n good  escape h a t c h , exc e p t  for one Portuguese on L h s :1 t  me . Soon , we we re-
o f  th l' l oca l grcnda.rmes pass i n g  by . They wo re breas t arm bac k  on  th«' h i �h s eas . • sc o r t i n h o ther  
our ,  o l d  s ty l e h c lm., L ,, and carr i ed c u t l ass es . I p l o wed in- c o nvoys . l'igh t in g  o th e r  subs , k i l l i n i;  a 
Lo h im .  As he f e l l  on the c o b b l e  s tones o f  t h e- s tree t ,  few wha l es i n  l i e u  t h c• rco f • • •  ancl s c ,• i ni; 
i t  s o und e d  l i k e  a ha rd1vn re s h o p  in an ea r th �uake . l ie  re- the wo rld  through a "PORT J JOLE " .  
c overed ,,u i c k  l y  h ,,wcvc- r ,  fo r wi th i n  s c c o n d.c; , h e  wa s  up ,and 
r; h :i s  in ,� me \'.'J. th  h i s  d ra wn swo rd .  I c l ud crl h im l1u t  it  was 
, .,. narrowe s t  es ca r c  ,, f U te- ,va r .  ( c on c l uth•d bo t tom ri (!h t )  

C iord Pas c o e  

, _t6l k\ 16h 
26 

1 1 1 1 101 1 1 111 1 1 1 1 1 10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1rn 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 111 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1□1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O11 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O111 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1O1 1 1 , 1 1 1 1 1



� 
!'I 

,-5-
/ / / / 

When asked if he had "single side band" he responded 
I R/ / I' / I 1 / 1 I I yes, but it belon to me in st cabin and does not belong 

:i 11
to the company. In fact, he added, that he recalls giving 
the wireless operator a message for New York which the op-J 
erator worked on a long time to deliver without success, so 
Captain Carlson called NYC on his own radiophone to deliver 

�� �-
- it, after getting tired of hearing the interfering key 

� � � clicks in his amateur radio station receiver in the 
skipper's quarters. 

MEMO 
Dear OM: 

Nov 29, 1968 

from 

Ero Erickson 

Since Sunday I just happened to 
have had a salt water eye-ball with a 
maritime mobile ham with quite a name. 

What was intended as a piece & 
report to ''Mike Shy" just grew out of 
hand. 

Although Carlson clobbered my 
own kind, that's what the man said. Seems 
hisj.ldgement on percentages may be a bit 
off. Occurs to me that he may be eligible 
for membership sililCe he told me after the 
meeting that he used to work spark, not to 
mention combination mate/opr berths. 

If you can make use of any of this, 
help yourself. 

, .. 4 .. b 

November 27 1968. 

fu 
Ero Erickson //21 
4024 N Pioneer St. 
Chicago, Illinois 

In addition to emphatically stating that the United 
States merchant marine was 

"
about 40 years behind " other 

nations electronically with equipment and that sailing 
the Great Lakes to Chicago was such a difficult and try
ing experience that he 1vould prefer not to try it again, 
Captain "Stay Put" Carlson renown for his intrepid feat 
of clinging alone to his sinking ship in 1951/52 while 
the world watched, reaffirmed his stature as a true radio 
amateur at the Society of Radio Amateurs meeting tonight 
at the Edgebrook Field house. 

Most of Captain Carlson's amateur station is hand 

made and "home brewed" and apparently of considerable power 
because he mentioned that his store boughten verticle ant
enna had burned the trap coils to a crisp due to dampness 
in a gale and that he attempted a repair at Azores but 
ended up using a 10 foot piece of electrical conduit 
instead. 

That Ham Radio and operating "know how" still deliv
ers the message, without the use of computers and teletype, 
proves out in his closing story of one of his stops in 
India, anchored off Bombay. It so happened that qe was 
invited to a dinner event of an evening at which a U.S, 
Naval Admiral was one of the guests. Small talk shifted 
to radio contact with the U.S., which the Navy had,lost 
for the past week while enroute. Of course, the Captain 
assured him he was in continuous contact all along. 
••• �Impossible", said the Admiral, because neither his 
teletype nor CW signals got through, Kurt Carlson offered 
to show him any time. 

The best time turned out to be right after the even
ing affair. The skipper returned to his ship to change 
back into his official garb and while he was waiting for 
the Admiral, he quickly checked the band on his receiver 
and found it in excellent condition ,vi th W9RUK of Glenvie 

Illinois just "pouring in solid", He broke in with "Ike?" 
and got an instant response after which he explained that 
it would be nice if he hung around for about 15 minutes 
for an official visitor who would want to talk, Then he 

turned the speaker down. 

In a short while, not only the Admiral showed up, bu 
7 officers and 20 crewmen from the Navy crowded into his 
quarters. When he flipped on the switch with ... "You 
there Ike ? 11 and a "Yes, Kurt" response, it was the Navy 
who "flipped", Fantastic I Well, the result was that 
everyone of those present was able to talk to his wife via 

\V9RUK•s phone patch -- except one crewman, who only got 
his brother-in-law because his wife was not home. 

A Naval Captain kept eyeing the large 5 foot AM trans
mitter cabinet which remained idle while all of this was 

I going out on a small table top "side band" unit, so he 
finally asked, "What is this big rig for?" With official 
tongue in cheek dignity, Captain Carlson said, "Why -
that • s for Long Distance," Said the Navy brass, "You 
must be expecting to talk to the moon!" 

Capt. Carlson gives much more credit to IV9RUK for 
working real and legal DX than he does himself, because 
with him it is a matter of sailing right to the neighbor
hood of the distant ham station and working it "local". H 
did say that the most consistant United States call areas 
heard anywhere in the world were the W4 1 s and W9's on the 
bands that he listened to and worked, This was cheerful Almost all foreign ships have better electronic nav-
news to the Mid-westerners. igational aids than ours do, said Captain Carlson who has 

his shoreaide home in New Jersey when he is not navigatin 
with the Export Lines to the Black Sea and Mediterraneon 

ports. He related his recent experience of having a 
large truck deliver about ten pieces of electronic test 
equipment to his ship in New York, mostly for the purpose 

Carlson's vessel is tied up at the Navy Pier over 
Thanksgiving week end which gave channing Mrs. Carlson a 
chance to jet over from New Jersey to visit with her mostly 
absent seafaring husband. 

of maintaining in operation telegraph apparatus of an ob- The conclave came to a conclusion, probably with a solete 1935 vintage, He felt that this was a useless conviction that Captain Kurt is quite a man and truly an waste of money which would have been better spent secur- unusual ham. When asked why it was so touch to make the ing modern replacements for the radio room. Speaking passage to Chicago, he sharply said "---afterall, there with knowledge and experience on the subject , since he are ladies present !" Having narrowly missed hearing a had shipped out in previous years as second mate and t 
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sion into a "Radio Electronic Officer" program and that one does not dare press a Captain. - 30 

50 percent of the operators now employed would not be Submitted by - Ero Erickson #21. 
capable or fully trained to repair and adjust modern day .� , 
gear, Of all the precise navigation systelDS he said 

f"'--
{ /

that the British "Decca" locating system was the best, � ' r- 'I --'\ 
which covered 2/3rds of the globe, The Loran system 
used by the U.S. was inferior and as far as his ship was \ /' \ 
concerned he still had to shoot the sun and the a tars wi tJi. -� .. ._�.- .. 'a;· =:t:::J 
his sextant, because all he had was a short range (40-ml) _---- - . ·:::---
radar and a limited range radio direction finding set, 
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Marine Carborundum Detector Set 
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ALOHA VIA S.S. ENTERPRISE 
JOHN J. MC CARTHY D.D.S. P-68 

Almost half a century has passed since the af'ternoon 
J performed my first tooth extraction on one of the eng
ineers in the radio shack of the Tanker Frank H. Buck; a 
decade later, one fog-shrouded night, my wife and I listen 
ed in awe to the hoarse blasts of the 13uck 1 s whistle as 
she perished on the rocks below our home near the Golden 
Gate. A set of my finest dentures were lost with the 
fu1ck •••• in the excitement nf the collision the Skipper 
forgot to snatch them off his washbasin. We made him a 
new set however, with the insurance company picking up the 
tab, and the Old Nan wore them until the day he quietly 
slipped the hawser for his last voyage. 

the deck turned her back in horror, one of the stewards 
discreetly latched on to the slippers. For the remainder 
of the trip up, that gleam in the eye of the male passen
ger as he conversed with the lovely brunette said "Now I 
wonder ••• does she or doesn't she ? 1' 

I never found out for sure; it was my last trip on 
the little packet before returning to dental school, and 
forty years were to elapse before I saw Hilo again. The 
trip took four hours this time, and there were no passeng
er privileges ••• not that it mattered. The girls aren't 
as pretty anymore. And they don't smell as nice, either. 

{

EOITOllS NOTE: "Mac" wrote this for Dickow's

} 
book - "Tales of the Pioneers". Since Henry 
,vill not be able to print (sending all his 
material to the Smithsonian} we are printing 
as we think our members will find it very 

\.. interesting. 
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GEORGE 8[.A TER P-224 

On the S.S. Fairfax/KGCE, the night before docking, a 
man and a girl, both inebriated, stopped by the window of 
the shack. The girl got a sudden inspiration to send a 
••• "having wonderful time, wish you \Vere here" message, 
which the man paid for. He then decided he would send a 
message, presumably to his wife, saying that he would be 
home at noon the next day. 

I took the message and money but wondered if - had he 
been sober, he would have sent the message. I stuck my 
neck out and did not send it. Next morning after break
fast I told the man I had been unable to send the message 
because Cape Cod Canal traffic had priority. lie couldn't 
even remember filing the message and ask me what he said. 
I showed him the message and he let out a howl. "Did I 
send THAT?" he asked. "I told her I wouldn't be home 
until Wednesday". It was then Monday. I assured him the 
messase had not been sent and handed him back his money. 

He told me to keep it and then, to show the depth of 
his gratitude, added a ten to it ! 

Hostly those were happy ships ••• the Schley, the 
Enterprise, the Rotarian, the Duck and the Colombia; but 
of all, �latsons little Enterprise, running down to Hilo, 
was the dreamboat ! With old Captain Youngren leading the 
way, "passenger privileges" were unrestricted among the 
officers, and if some enjoyed more privileges than others 
it was merely a matter of opportunity, inclination, and 
initiative! Thirty passengers, young school-teachers 
usually, and a cargo of sugar! Ah! Hawaii! Commodore 
Gillespie retired a year ago from the �·latson fleet, but OD 
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the Enterprise he was only Mr. Gillespie, third officer 
the handsome dog! Captain Youngren insisted it was my 
duty as Purser-Wireless to "get them vimmin oudt of Mr. 
Gillespie's cabin so he can get sum rest!" As I recall, 
/.Jr. Gillespie was pretty ambivalent about the matter. 

The Enterprise anchored off Nahukona for 
several days each trip, loading from lighters 
and about three o'clock each afternoon the 
officers went ashore for a swim in the lagoon while the 
motorboat patrolled the narrow entrance against sharks. 
Then, tea and crumpets at the home of the plantation man
ager while some of the field people, perched on the rail
fence, serenaded with guitars. 

It took the Enterprise seven days sailing 
each way, and sailing day was a big event 
at Hilo ••• one being more memorable than 
the rest. A well known young bachelor
girl newspaperwoman from Honolulu was sail
ing to the mainland with us, and many of 
her friends were included in the aloha! 
throng on the dock. With only minutes to 
spare a taxi skidded to a stop and a house
boy in white jacket jumped out and ran to 
the foot of the gangplank, waving a pair 01 
evening slippers. "Missy •••• , "Missy •••• 1 

he yelled, "you leave your shoes my boss 
house!" While the crowd on the dock 
giggled its• appreciation and the lady 01 
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REMEMBER THE 

'NON SYNC' 
ROTARY GAP?? 

W. HOLLIS HOFFMAN
�1 

SGP-128 
One mid-Summer day in 1914, the Sun Oil Company Tank

er, "S.S. TOLE:DO" docked at �larcus Hook, Pa., loaded with 
crude oil from Sabine, Texas. Radio operator "Sparks" 
Hoffman took-off for a night ashore and upon returning the 
next afternoon, found a note from R.I. "Morris" stating: 
Due to patent difficulties, the Marconi Company of America 
had been denied the use of the non-sync rotary spark gap. 
A fixed gap had been installed across your rotary and the 
fixed gap ��JST DE USED unless some difficulty arises. 

That night the SS TOLEDO left the Delaware River and 
Day for Bayonne, N. J., with orders to take a load of "gas 
oil" from Bayonne to Havana, Cuba. Late afternoon, two 
days later, the loaded tanker was on her way down the Jer
sey Coast, toward her destination. Sometime after dark, 
Captain Nelson, personally brought a position message to 
the radio room. The usual position report to the Steam 
Ship Company. 

Operator "Sparks" had previously kept the rotary 
spark gap electrodes adjusted as close as possible, with
out touching, and frequently smeared them with vasoline. 

(Please turn to Page 29 - TU} THE SOCIETY OF 
WIRELESS PIONEERS 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: GeITy Travis - SGP-217 
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calls to his credit. We overlooked 
two of them in our SOS-CQD•ers CLUB 
report (see P-25). Can anyone "better" 
Gerry's record ? 

During my 52-years at sea I experience many collisions on 
the run between New York and Bos ton on ships like the Yale 
and Harvard but we were in a minute to minute sked and be
ing in Long Island "territory"- they got away with it. 

I was on the Ex-Esso Zurick which was the SS Sea Pioneer -
she blew her boilers up but we had no explosion and was 
towed back to Yoko. 

Following are the SOS calls I have handled during my 52-
years at sea: 

1. My first SOS was sent from the Eastern SS Co., 
S.S. Governor Cobb - a passenger ship running from Boston 
to Yarmouth Nova Scotia. This ship ran ashore on Green 
Island, N. s. I have no records available on exact date 
but it was approx. 1921 

=IC :, t >t .:) C 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28) 

This produced a somewhat iITegular but pleasing 240-
cycle note. Now, the newly installed , fixed gay had an 
appreciable separation. The note was a horrible, fuzzy, 
60 cycle monstrosity and a few test dashes indicated that 
the transformer, secondary voltages were building-up so 
high that snappy sparking sometimes jumped the six inches 
across the bulkhead, bowl insullator. 

The position message was the first one to be sent us
ing the fixed gap. Sparks, reluctantly, threw the big 
knife switch to "tran�mit" and started calling WCY. Alm�st 
immediately, rapid, "klank" - "klonk" foot-steps were 
heard - outside on the steel deck. The Radio shack door 
was flung open, and in the darkness was visible - the 
excited eyes and white teeth of the sun-tanned face of the 
ship's third mate. He was shouting - "Shut that thing 
do,m" •.•• 11you will set the ship on fire! 11 

"Sparks" looked out a port-hole and pressed the key. 
What a sight ! The single wire lead-in from the bulkhead 
insulator to the mast-height, four wire flat-top antenna 
was surrounded by about a six foot diameter, deep purple 
corona glow. The lead-in drooped, diagonally, only a few 
feet above the top of a ship's vent pipe. A vent that 
allowed gases to escape from the highly volatile "gas 
in the ships tanks. 

Sparks grabbed the Radio Inspector's note - and could 
see only the part that read: "fixed gap must be used un
less - - -" He tore off the fixed electrodes and threw 
them into a trash basket - started the rotary and cleared 

, his traffic with WCY. 

2. The second SOS was sent from the former Collier Early evening, about three weeks later, the S.S. 

Deepwater - renamed SS Lemuel Burrows in Nov. 1927. As the TOLEDO again proceeded up the Delaware River with a load 

ship was approaching Nantucket, bound from Norfolk to Bos- of crude oil. Inspector, Morris, was visiting with Port 

ton, her engine exploded. The ship was helpless. My SOS M
anager, Heilig. As they listened together to ship tra

was answered by a Coast Guard Station in New London, Conn, ffic, MoITis said ••• "Here comes Hoffman using his rotary" 

A Northeast gale was approaching and the en rushed the ls1 - 30 - w. Hollis 
class

_ 
cu�ter "Mojavi" to us but due to our 12,000 cargo i 1 f"----------------~~~~~~~~---------t

was difficult to to,v us. They tried all methods with 
breaking hawsers - the sea was rough and drifting toward 
dangerous shoals. The last method they used after break
ing all hawsers was the steel insurance line attached to 
the anchor line after slipping the anchor. In that inci
dent I lost 72 hours sleep but the C.G. really saved us. 

3. The third SOS was sent from the SS Agwidale - a 
reefer ship running from NY to Jacksonville. We ran ashox 
on the north jetty of the St. John's River in poor vis
ibility and a northeaster. The Captain ordered the SOS 
which was cancelled after the ship released herself in the 
surf as she was in ballast. It was funny - after instruc1 
ing me to send the SOS he came to me and told me he NEVER 
ORDERED IT ! Hi I He was like that ! 

4. The Fourth SOS in war time was sent from the Ex
Passenger ship "SEMINOLE. She was a transport taken over 
by the Army. We were returning from Iceland in a 60-ship 
convoy. When we arrived off Nantucket they ordered the 
Seminole to proceed to Boston with no protection but to 
proceed as fast as we could in company with four other 
freighters. We had only split from the convoy when four 
German subs surface d. We shot everything we had at them 
but we were too close and they submerged. We took off and 
sped towards New York. I sent an SOS or what ever the war 
time call wa.� in 1943. 

THE SOCIETY OF 
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-30- Gerry Travis. 
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FROM A 'JOHNNY COME LATE' 

mine 
1906 
much 

GEORGE G. FARMER · SGP•85 

{

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Ancient Mariner 

J
has made no attempt to edit the pithy 
"pioneer observations" of this erudite 
epistelmologist who hibernates in the 

upper reaches of Lower Temecula. 

Dere Billi 
As the boasting pours in, in great floods, please add 
to the rest. I

_
ain•t exactly bragging, but since 

and for nearly sixty-two years, I Ive been 110n the Air' 
of the time in one gize or another. 

Seems that I have sailed on 14 wireless carrying 
vessels. Have received pay from 19 broadcast stations. 
I've procrastinated at three aircraft companies done ptp 
for airline and municipality, pounded typewrite; for five 
newspapers, served as radio and radar inspector ( No 13 
stamp may still be seen on surplus gear), raised beets 
chickens and collie dogs, driven six and seven horse t�ams 
behind

_
the plow, operated HQ morse line LA to Bishop, pick• 

ed fruit@ 5¢ per lug, written seven haywire books, given 
three hour lectures, sold a due to 50 KW stations in Texas 
copied Transradio Press for B. c. Stations, taught radio 
TV and wireless operating plus radar and electronics at' 

,_,._.. _______ _
_______ ..J:" ___________ _ 



nwnber of schools, built houses, and have done con
siderable bench work and installation of many kinds 
of radio sets, adjusted gadgets. Took to SSB in 
1952. Have engaged in research under Government san
ction. Have been recipient of about a score of ama
teur tickets, also 22 or more corrmercial licenses. 

In France during WW-1, I copied 11POZ' 1 and "FL" while 
not playing around in the mud, soiling my purty uniform. 
Once threatened to run for Congress against Lynden John
son in the 10th •rexas District. Withdrew without conunent 
or recount. Present hobbies, besides wireless, are fly
ing saucers, gravity field communications and cosmic pow
er. 0rl>fly, one can do a lot in nearly 62 heteregeneous 
years of strenuous activity in the wireless business. 
Finally - due to radio fallout, I cannot grow ,vhiskers,so 
have never become a Marxist, a hippy or a nutty college 
professor, or a frizzly-hair man-eater. 

of 

Well, by avoiding doctors, lawyers and under
who kno-? Sincere wishes for a successful 
the IVireless Pioneer. 

Geo. G. Farmer # 85SGP 

A POSITIVE NEGATIVE 
(or) 

A NEGATIVE POSITIVE 

BY 

Arthur c. Jacoby - 62SGP 

The S.S. �ONTEREY, K\VY, a passenger ship of the New 
York and Cuba Mad.l S.S. CO. ( Ward Line) ran between 
New York, Havana, Cuba, Progresso, Vera Cruz and Tam
pico, Mexico. On return trips the Monterey occasion
ally called at Nassau in the Bahamas. 

On my first trip we left NY in Nov. 1917. I had 
been assigned as Senior Operator. The trip was un
eventful, stopping at Havana, Progresso and Vera Cruz. 

Living conditions for many people in Mexico werel 
very poor at this time. In a barren, dusty field not 

far from the docks in Vera Cruz were several large 

I _ pipes, about 5 feet in diameter which looked as if 
It takes more than I've got to be a "PIONEER"$ Of they were to be used for standpipe construction. '.lbe 

the 14 or 15 ships whose skippers had apoplexy when I pipes were lying on the ground and used as living 
crope aboard, I achieved few distinctions. My sister rem- quarters for numerous families. Both ends of the 
embers when I first befouled the ether late in 1906, but pipes were covered with old bags or carpets and 
not as a pioneer. Out of the original 16 "snotnose" kids children were running in and out continuously. I 
that took up WIRELESS under the tutelage of Professor ,...,.._,;...;=;;. managed to take a few snaps of the children at 
Twining, I fear that I'm the sole survivor, but without play. 
the halo of pioneering. This was during the period of WW-1, consequently the 

I do remember 11A 11 and "G" --- Avalon and Los Angeles. 
The Gents that got those rigs going were the pioneers --
not me, an awed spectator. I point to Prof. Fessenden 
,rllo turned Brandt Rock into a broadcast station with phon 
records and live talent to be heard by a scant few in 190 
Also Dr. DeForest and Frr.d Dorchester who sent and receiv 
ed the first complete message across the Atlantic. Those 
were the genuine pioneers. 

I recall here on the coast the influx of crack morse 
operators in the wireless field, first with UNITED. WIRELESS 
then with Federal Telegraph. Here was history in the mak�
ing --- DeForest with his ultraudion circuit for receivinJ. 
For transmitting, the "Federal" arc in a point-to-point 
network where traffic moved with a speed that only a mach 
ine can equal today. 1�ese were the great pioneer oper
ators. They were as good or better than those great 
United Fruit Operators who pioneered on the East and Gulf 
Coasts and Southward into Bananaland. 

"PORTS 0' CALL" glows with the feats of "KPH"••• but 
nary a mention of "FEDERAL TELEGRAPH", Pioneer maker of 
history and tho powerful Navy arcs that bridged the world 
I recall that a fellow who had pawned his necktie and had 
neglected to polish his shoes could hie to the bare ware
house where Marconi or fillCA might hire· him. But if he 
washed his neck and pressed his pants he could take the 
elevator to Federal Telegraph in the Hobart Building and 
sit in a leather chair while being interviewed for a job. 
I did both, but this doesn't make me a pioneer. 

In 1910 some eager Navy sport provided me with a 
"CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENTY" (COS), but in those days one 
needed no piece of paper to ship out on a Mexican bottom 
or operate at 11PJ". If anybody is a pioneer, at should 
be the Navy man who issued the Certificate of 11PR011 • What 
a man, indeed ! 

Bill •• • The "WIRELESS PIONEERS" is a mighty worthy 
project, the very best! I trust you have braced your
self for a deluge of bragging and boastfulness ••• neTer 
before before equalled in 20th Century history. I'm sure 
the ghosts of the past will haunt your activities and 
picnics. 

My good wife hAs recently set a goal for me to be the 
first "idiot" to achieve 100 years on the air. There arel 
38 ye�rs to go, and anything less will be a "dropout", shf 

Mexican government had military guards stationed on the 
docks. The soldiers were very poorly dressed and equip
ped. No two soldiers wiiforms looked alike. 

One of these soldiers was patrolling the dock where the 
Monterey was tied up. I was watching him for awhile and I 
he appeared to be rather friendly looking. Finally I ask
ed him (through an interpreter) if I could take his pictur�. 
He agreed to pose and stood at attention while I snapped 
his picture. He then walked toward me, put his hand on 
my arm and informed me that I was under arrest for taking 
his picture. I thought he was putting on an act, but the 
interpreter said he really meant what he said. I was told 
that I had to go along with the soldier to headquarters and 
appear before the Commandante. I 

I requested pennission to go aboard the Monterey for a 
few minutes during which time I left m;y watch, money and 

I other articles on m;y person for safe keeping, as I did not 
!mow what to expect from then on. I asked the interpreter 
(a local employee of the Ward Line) to accompany me, which

! 

he did. 

The soldier told the Commandante that I had taken his 
picture without having received "official" permission. Thr 
ough my interpreter I said that I had asked the soldiers 
pennission which he had granted. The Conunandante then 
told me that the Mexican Government did not want the Ameri
cans to take picture of living conditions and expecially of 
their poorly dressed military personnel. He said the 
Americans only took the photos back to the States and ridi 
culed the Mexican people. I told him I was yery sorry 
about the affair. He then said everything would be over
looked if I would remove the roll of film and turn it over 
to him which I did. He also requested me not to take any 
more pictures while in Mexico. I assured him that I would 
not take any more pictures. 

I was greatly relieved to get off so easy, because 
during those days Mexicans did not think very much of the 
American "gringos". 

-:se- Arthur c. Jacoby 

NOTE: Art recall■ the "futile" feeling one has of send
ing an SOS along the Peru and Chilian Coaat. His ship, 
the M/S Santa Isabel (WHN) ran ashore approximately 90 mls 
SE of Mollendo Peru March 25 1919. He sent 11S0S 11 for over 
a half hour with no response. No ships or at least no 
operators on duty early A.M. (Ship freed itself later). 
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LEAD ITEM�WIRELESS OPERATORS HEAR MUSIC" 

REPRINTED FROM "THE SAN FRANCISCO BULLETIN" DEC. 18, 1912 

WJR.ELESS HISTORY IS MADE 

VOICES OVER TELEGRAPH 

UAN CE TO 

A DISTANT 

PHONOGRAPH 
Liner San Jose Reports Re-

1 markable Case of Over-. I 
hearing Conversation. 

.A remarkable a.ehtevement of r the 
Winless telegraph, never. before ac-

0. H. Kessler' and R. H. Shimek, wireless -�peratot'!I on the ste�e;:-1 
San Jose. - I

tompl!shed, and opening up a.lmollt 
lmttless posslbllltles of commu:qtca,
lon, w,as reported by Marconi WlrelsBB 1-..iiii-■ -----------------------------------Operators C. H. Kessler and R. H. Shl-

mek, when the Pa.clflc l\Iall liner S&J:1. 
,7,., .,•n. - ... ,....._ .\,,,,.� 7:,_-:! •�,:.....'. ��:\l•�t?'.J.":l).-; .. , r�!l!l'.11 the ca.'na.l zone. ·, 

The achievement,. which 11 nothing ! 
leM than the aha.nee OTerhear
tng of a wlrelea telephone convel"ll&
tlim througeb the Sa.n Joae'a wlrele■a 
telegraph appara.tua, Is reported , b7 
both opera.ton and 1ub1tantlated by 
the captain of the sblp ·and aevera.l 
pa.1sengere. 

Strange,r still wu the overhea.rlng, 
a.t the same time, of strains of music 
thought to have come from aome dls
ta.nt phonograph. Severa.I tune■ were 
recognizable, and the puaenser■ of 
the San Jose actually daneed and jlg-
11tepped In time to the remote· mu■lc 
wafted over the my11teriou1 currents 

VOICE FROM TIIE VOID. 

Keasler, o�e of the opera.tors, l1 already 
noted In his profession 8JI ha.vlng been 
the man who first esta.blh,hed wlrelea■ 
telegraphic connection between this city 
and .the Japanese p91sesslons In Korea. 
This was done from the H�llcre■t station; 
<In March a, the distance being 6680 mile■. 

Last Monday, December 16, the San 
Jose was ploughln.g her way through \he 
ll!outhern waters, about 60 mile■ off the

1 cc;,ut of Lower California. The time wu, 
11:30 a. m. 

Shimek, who was holding the mornlDJr 
■hl!t a.t the wireless telegraph, was en-, 
ga.ge(i In taking a message 11.11 It was

1 
l hla■ed o!f upon the receiver. In the In

tervals of the crackling dots and da.she.e,, 
\he was suddenly startled by. hearing a, 

voice, apparently at great distance, 
shouting, "Hello! hello! hello!" 
, The word was repeated three times. 

Then the voice sa\d, "This Is-" the name 
being almo,;t Indistinguishable, but 
■ounding like "Roberts." 

ON DISTANT CATA.LINA, 

Then ensued snatches of conversa
tion, llstlngL:ishable In spots, but at 
other times helng dim, from wh1ch f t. 
ai,peared th&t Shimek was overhearing, I 

at his telegraph Jnstrument, a wire
less ·telephone conversation being ca

.
r-

1 ried on as an experiment on Catal!na 
Island. 

Catalina Island at the time lay to 

1 
the north-northwest and about 160 

,miles distant. 

Continued 31 of the upper ether. 
-----------------W1RELESS PIONEER-------'--------------...,. 



HAM ON AIR: 
Los Angeles Me ,  a id fom;n� ,  

5 a l 11 1 cl�y, S�p l .  2 1 ,  1 9/, 6  

Dropout 

Dick Johnstone Succeeds 
Harvey Brown, subject o f  this 
column on February 3rd . 1962, 
an operator aboard either the 
S .S. Harvard or S.S. Yale 

Ra 'i G. me'i er:J, W6 M  LZ 
about the same time Dick 

. n W p N O  • 8 9 fF-'!.�.:: 
. sailed with those Los Angel es-

My old boss in those days, 
Mr. Frank Giesel, also attend
ed the picnic with his wife 
Mary. We spent several hours 
talking over old times at 
' 'Marcom " as the st;1 t 1 on was 

t'!� � · San Francisco luxury boats,
l:Jil::========��============. will find Dick operating on

known in  the ear ly d;iys .  
Frank has forgiven me for 
shooting a pair of skunks 
which had set up housekeep
ing in the boiler room. I never 
did learn the results of the 
animal-made smog for I left • 
on two weeks vacation min
utes after the shooting. 

. By RAY l\IEYERS, Wfil\ILZ 

• A m a t e u r radio 
: deputy sheriff, p ioneer wire
: l ess operator, and ret
: Commander U .S .  Naval Re
: serve, is Richard Joh

K6FZ of Larkspur, Calif. 
Dick operated an amateur 

station back in 1907 using the 
cal l  letters "RJ" to identi fy 
h i s  st at . i on .  This was long he
fore our Govern mPnt  ::i ssignPd 
L·a l l s  to ;:imc1 te1 1 rs ho l d i ng thP 
C 'crt if 1 ca t e  of Sk i l l  in Wi rcle�s 
< :ommun i ra !  i n n .  

A . .  Drnp 0 1 1 1 • ·  from Po ly -
t erhn ic i n  S;in Fra nc i sco dur -

• mg his 3rrt year ,  D ick went  t o
· sea as a wireless operat or
: aboard the S . S .  Acapulco 
: some 56 years ago. After serv
: ing aboard such well known 
: West Coast vessels as the Ca
: tania, Wilhelmina, Harvard 
• ;inrt  Congress , Dick was as

signed to shore duty at the o ld 
Marconi stat ion "KPH" which 
was then located at Hillcrest 
in the San Francisco Bay 

In 1926, our subject for to-
• day was recalled ,to active
• duty with the Navy in connec

tion with special work involv
ing underwater depth and 

• range recorders in addition to
• several classified projects in

radar, aeronautical and sur
face type communications. 

Retired in 1954 with the
rank of full Commander, Dick 
continued his work in the 
Maritime Radio Service until 

• 1 964 when he jo ined the staff 
of Marin County Sheri ff's of
fice as ;i spec i a l  i nvest i gator .  

Three or four  years ago 
D i ck Johns tone publ ished a 
book ent i t led . ' 'My San  Fran
c isco S l ory of the Waterfront 
and t he Wireless . " W ithin a 
few short months I.he entire 
first edition was sold out and 
possibly the only place ,to ob
tain a copy now is at ,the local 
library. 

While visiting Dick last 
month at Walnut Creek where 
the Society of Wireless Pio
neers ·held its annual picnic, 

area . he informed me that it was 
Joining the Navy in 1917, doubtful that he would under-

Mr. J o  h n s t o n e  served take printing a 2nd edition. of 
t h roughout World War I until the book due to increased 
J 921 when he t ook the post as costs of publication. Inciden-
Ch ief Operator for the Marine tally, he is President of the 

Wireless Pioneers and also Drp;i r tment of R CA, the newly 
rnrmrd . \ nwrn·,i n  firm which holds membership in s u c h  
h a ct l a krn ovrr a l l  t nr n s-At- well known organizations as 
J ;r n i  i r .  and coa s ta l  st a t ions the Quarter Century Wireless 
pn•v i nus lv ' Jprra trd in t h i s · Associat ion, the Old Old Tim-

• r�u n trv b;· t h ,, En[!!ish Mar- ers, Morse Telegraph Club,
coni and German commercial Ancient Wireless Ass'n, and 

the American Rad io  Relay i n t erest s .  Withi n a short peri- League .  

: both the 40 and 80  meter 
: bands using either voice· or 
• the code.
• Phoebe Johnstone, Dick's
: wife, is happy knowing that 
: he has his amateur rad io
: available to keep in touch 
: with old friends made during
: the past hal f century. Frank
• ly, when I saw h im at Walnut
: Creek , he looked a s  young and 
: chipper as he did when I was
: serving at sta tion " K PH" 
: which was  t hen located a t  
· Marshall, a small town on the
: eastern shore of Tamales
• Bav. 

3 0  

It is always nice t o  meet old 
t imers parti cularly t hosp nf 
us who opera t P  a m;i t e 1 1 r  r : 1 c l io 
s t a t i nns ;:i nrf krr.p ; n  ! , > 1 1 ! ' ! i  ' , ·, 
regu lar srhPrl 1 1 l e s .  \ I  l ' r• 
s;ime l ime .  sho 1 1 l d  a n  "" · · 
genry a n,e .  t hese r, pn • ; . 
enced opera tors a re ;i \·;:i • ; ;i · ' p

to serve our  com mun  i t  1e, 1 J n 
t il normal commun icat i on:; 
have been restored. Many of 
these pioneers are back at sea 
filling a shortage of radio 
officers on vessels serving our 
servicemen in ithe Fat East. 

C h a r l e s  H .  K e s l e r  N o . 9 5  

.At 1 2  o'cl ock Shi mek was relieved at 
the Instrument by Kessler. He said 
noth 'lng about  the co nversation.  Pres
ently Kess ler reclved a s imilar star
tl<lr In the way of a remark drifting 

·· fro,;, unknown depts of space, In an
audible human voice. The con-v ersa•
tl on was going on  between Catali na 
Island and so me unknown poi n t.  I

th ought to be on the mainland and 

I was now qui te  audible .  
RAGT�Y· WIRELESS, 

Kessler· called Captain . Foll ett ot th"' 
Ban Jose and summoned a number of , 
passengers to tht door of the wireless , 
room. He paafi,ed b ranch receivers to 
the group, and all declared that they 
heard the voices. 

nd he was elevated to the post Old time Southland opera-
• marme department. • 

Soon the voices stopped, but one of 
the group declared he h eard a band· of: 
mualc playing. Upon careful llstenlns 
It proved to be a p� ot'lograph. In the 
op in ion of the J l s teners. and It  pla,.ed 
quite a large repertoire of ragtime 
melodies. The passengers with receiv
ers g lued to the i r  ears · two-8tepped to 
and fro o n  the deck to the swing of 
the d i s.tan t m uslc .  3 0  . o f  district manager of the tors such as Judge James =@2 
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Admiral Willard J. Smith, 

Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard 

coast Guard Celebrates 178 Years 
By H. R. Kaplan 

Assistant to the Chief, Public Information, USCG 

WASHINGTON-One hundred and seventy-eight years of 
progress have transformed the U. S. Coast Guard from a small 
revenue service to the world's most versatile marine agency. 

"Our missions embrace support of the war in Vietnam, mari
time safety and an expanding program in the ocean sciences," 
said Admiral Willard J. Smith, Coast Guard Commandant, in 
announcing the birthday of his Service, which began August 
4, 1790. 

Since 1965, when Squadron One, consisting of 26 eighty-two 
foot cutters, was dispatched to Southeast Asia to reinforce 
coastal surveillance in South Vietnamese waters, the Coast 
Guard has made growing contributions to the Vietnam effort. 
The first detachment of cutters performed so effectively it was 
followed, in 1967, by a second detachment, Squadron Three, 
consisting of five large ocean-going cutters. The total number 
of cutters in the Vietnamese theater of operations is 31. In the 
time they have been there, they have helped intercept water
borne movement of men and supplies from North Vietnam to 
communist forces in the south and have conducted thousands 
of inspections of native craft suspected of harboring enemy 
troops or materials. They have captured or sunk enemy ship
ping, provided gunfire support for U. S. and allied forces 
ashore and have destroyed enemy installations. 

Varied Role in Vietnam 

With the enormous growth of shipping to Southeast Asia, the 
Coast Guard has been called upon to apply its experience in 
port safety, handling of dangerous cargoes, resolving disci
plinary cases on merchant vessels and solution of problems 
created by the heavy influx of men and materials to Viet
namese ports. Coast Guard advisory personnel have assisted 
the hard-pressed young nation in starting a nautical aids to 
navigation system and have introduced modern concepts of 
port safety and cargo handling. THE SOCIETY OF 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 

I 
The activity around which most of the Coast Guard's day-to

day work revolves is maritime safety. This concern is not lim
ited to search and rescue, but includes accident prevention 
and a comprehensive merchant vessel inspection program 
designed to avert sea disasters. Devoting about 15 per cent of 
its officer personnel to this program, the Coast Guard keeps 
an eye on all U. S. merchant ships from the drawing board, 
through operating careers, to final scrapping. It also insures 
adequate manning of U. S. merchant vessels by qualified 

, licensed personnel and investigates accidents. The Coast 
1 Guard has been an important factor in making the U. S. mer-
chant marine the world's safest. 

Many Lives Saved Yearly 

It is estimated that nearly 1,100 deaths and 14,000 injuries 
were prevented last year through this program and that 
$150 million in vessel value was saved. Sinking of a chlorine 
barge several years ago in the Mississippi River emphasized 
the potential risk to entire populations of port cities into which 
hazardous commodities in bulk form are carried. To provide 
a preventative solution, Coast Guard regulations require all 
vessels, U.S. and foreign, to comply with certain construction 
standards if carrying these dangerous cargoes. 

Rescue at sea still captures the public imagination more 
than any other Coast Guard activity. The spectacle of planes 
and cutters braving high winds and stormy seas to aid a 
distressed vessel or passenger has inherent dramatic appeal. 
Last year, the Coast Guard assisted vessels and aircraft valued 
with their cargoes, at $2,340 billion, or more than four times 
the Coast Guard appropriation for the year. In that same 
period, the Coast Guard saved 2,525 lives and assisted 33,000 
others, a substantial achievement for a small service w1t� 
approximately 36,0Q0 officers and men. @ 



(Photographs courtesy of U.S. Coast Guard) 

Forty-four foot steel lifeboat, built by the Coast Guard at Curtis Bay, Md., especially for search and rescue 

work in dangerous, rolling surf such as this. It can roll over a complete 360 ° and still keep on running. The 

16-ton lifeboat is credited with many saves off the Oregon coast where, breakers as high as 25 feet ruthlessly 

pound ship and shore alike. 

Through computer techniques, the Coast Guard is able to 
keep track of thousands of vessels in all major oceans of the 
world and to speed assistance to distressed ships or passen
gers within minutes after tapping an electronic memory bank. 

Small Boat Safety Stressed 

Coast Guard concern for marine safety extends to the mil
lions of pleasure craft operated on our waterways. Greatly 
facilitating its work in small boat safety is the Services' volun
teer arm, the Coast Guard Auxiliary whose 25,000 members 
actively patrol regattas and other outdoor marine events, con
duct safety courses, carry out courtesy motorboat examina
tions and take part in search and rescue. In 1967, Auxiliarists 
saved 181 lives and answered 6,917 calls for assistance. 

The Coast Guard's century-long research in the ocean 
sciences (Oceanography) continues to show a definite upward 
trend. A Coast Guard cutter, carrying Service oceanographers 
as well as scientists of other agencies and of universities, will 
be dispatched to carry out a detailed surface study of iceberg
producing glaciers of Greenland. 

The study is closely allied to the Coast Guard's renowned 
International Ice Patrol, operated by the Service since 1913 to 
protect North Atlantic shipping against the hazards of bergs 
and floating ice. 

Will Supply Ice Island 

At the top of the world, the Coast Guard will attempt to 
re-supply the floating research ice island, T-3, deep in the 
Arctic ice pack. Inaccessibility of the island has made delivery 
of diesel fuel by ship impossible for the past several years. 

Work is still in progress in an effort to deliver fuel to the 
scientists on their floating research station. If successful, this 
will be the deepest penetration of the Arctic region by a 
surface vessel. 

In 1967, Coast Guard scientists made their way into un-

charted areas of the Antarctic's Weddell Sea. They made the 
first comprehensive scientific assault on this remote part of 
the world since the expedition of the British explorer, Ernest 
Shackleton, in the early years of this century. 

For generations, mariners have come to rely upon the Coast 
Guard to provide them with nautical signposts. At present, it 
maintains more than 42,000 nautical aids to navigation. 

Revolutionary in approach is the National Navigation Plan 
being developed by the Department of Transportation, through 
the Coast Guard and FAA, together with the Department of 
Defense. 

Holding great significance for the future is recent adoption 
of a Sea Lanes system for San Francisco Harbor approaches 
to reduce chances of ship collisions in approaches to the bay. 

Responsibility for insuring that bridges across the navigable 
waters of the United States are not unreasonable obstructions 
to navigation was assigned to the Coast Guard when it became 
part of DOT. 

Fleet Expanded 

Since 1962, the Coast Guard has constructed and commis
sioned ten advanced 210-foot cutters. Six others are. under 
construction and will probably be in operation by the end of 
June 1969. Five 378-foot cutters are already in operation, and 
an additional four will enter the fleet by the summer of 1969. 

In the field of search and rescue aviation, which the Coast 
Guard pioneered since 1916, three HC-130H four engine air
craft of the most modern design were acquired during the year. 
They will be based at Kodiak, Alaska to support law enforce
ment, search and rescue and logistics operations. 

Impressive as the Coast Guard's record has been over the 
years, it has no complacency about its achievements. It will 
continue to strive to provide the Nation and the world maritime 
community with the finest service humanly possible. 
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The Sea ay Story 

TOTAL MILEAGE 
DULUTH TO ATLANTIC 

2342 MILES 

The St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation 

On June 26, 1959, President Eisenhower and Queen 
Elizabeth dedicated the greatest multi-purpose con
struction project in history-the St. Lawrence Sea
way. 

Demonstrating once more the friendship and good
will existing between them, the United States and 
Canada had forged in harmony one of the globe's 
most impressive engineering and construction 
achievements. 

The Seaway links the Great Lakes to the Atlantic 
Ocean. A vessel entering the Great Lakes from the 
Atlantic ascends 20 feet above sea level in the 1,000-
mile-long reach up the Gulf of St. Lawrence and St. 
Lawrence River to Montreal, Quebec. At Montreal, 
the vessel enters the first of seven locks, two within 
U.S. waters and the remainder in Canadian waters. 
These locks raise or lower shipping a total of 226 
feet in the 182-mile stretch of the St. Lawrence 
River between Montreal and Lake Ontario. 

reaches of the Great Lakes to ocean-going 
trade and now ever-increasing tonnages of all 
are using the Seaway. 

Operated by U.S. and Canada 

world 
kinds 

The Seaway, built and operated jointly by the 
United States and Canada, is unique in that statutes 
of both nations provide that the full costs of con
struction, operation and maintenance, with interest, 
be repaid to the Federal treasuries within 50 years, 
from revenues raised by assessment of tolls levied 
against Seaway users. 

Since approximately three-fourths of Seaway lies 
within Canada, three-fourths of the $470 million total 
cost is being borne by that nation. The remainder, 
$120 million-undertaken bv the U.S. revenues from 
shippers-is similarly divided, with 73 per cent going 
to Canada and 27 per cent to the U.S. 

Wilson Started Bid for Support 

Besides the two 45-foot vertical lift, gravity flow The St. Lawrence Seaway had its inception in the 
locks on the U.S. side-the Eisenhower and Snell Wiley-Dondero Bill-Public Law 358-passed by the 
Locks-the Seaway consists of the 10-mile-long 83rd Congress. Signing of the bill on May 13, 1954 
Wiley-Dondero Ship Channel and 104 miles of open by President Eisenhower culminated efforts by every 
river channel traversing the St. Lawrence and President beginning with Woodrow Wilson to obtain 

bipartisan support for the waterway and power 
Thousand Islands sections of the St. Lawrence Sea- project. 
way. The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers was designated 

From a military point of view, the Seaway is con- the design and contracting agency for the St. Law-
sidered a prime means of moving large quantities of rence Seaway Development Corporation, with actual 
war materials from the nation's industrial heartland construction performed by private contractors under 
to any potential point of confli�t, ho! or �old. 

1 competitive bidding. 
Though the Sea�ay was built primarily to move Since its inception in 1958, the Corporation moved 

large ton_nages of iron ore �rom the lower St. Law- from the jurisdiction of the Department of Defense to 
rence to inland steel plants, 1t opened the uppermost the Department of Commerce, and finally to the De-
THE SOCIETY OF partment of Transportation, in October 1966. -351
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The corporation is headed by an Administrator ap
pointed by the President with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. The present Administrator is Joseph 
H. Mccann. The Corporation also has an advisory
board of five members, presently consisting of:
Harry C. Brockel, Milwaukee ; Miles F. McKee , De
troit; Kenneth M. Lloyd, Youngstown, O.; Thomas P.
McMahon, Buffalo; and Martin W. Oettershagen,
Chicago.

The Corporation has its headquarters in Massena, 
N. Y., and employs 160 persons in administration,
lock operation and maintenance of facilities.

This year finds the Corporation in the midst of an 
intensive rehabilitation program to insure the con
tinued service of lock facilities. Snell and Eisen
hower Locks are undergoing a $13 million rehabilita
tion project to repair structural cracking· and de-

teriorating cement work. This major work will be 
carried out during the winter months-the period 
between Dec. 15 and April 15-in order not to inter
fere with the normal shipping season. 

In th.e nine years since the Seaway opened, cargo 
tonnage has soared from 20 million tons to 49 mil
lion tons, enough to warrant researching the projected 
need for duplicating the lock facilities. Theoretical 
capacity of existing facilities is approximately 65 
million tons. That level will be reached in approxi
mately 10 additional years. 

Then, construction will have to begin once more 
on the St. Lawrence . 
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S.S. GOVERNOR sank here 
April 1 1921 - off POINT 
enroute Seattle from Victoria 

B.C. The SS Governor was rammed by 
the USSB Ship \Vest Hartland during 
dense to moderate fog. Eight lives 
were lost when the Governor went 
a�,m - five passengers (two children 
and three crewmen. 

AS TOLD BY 

It was a few minutes before midnight, �larch 31 1921. 
I had left the radio room and gone below to the pantry on 
the starboard side forward of the dining room for a bowl 

of coffee before my relief took over. I had poured the 
coffee and the pantryman went into the chill room for so 
cold cuts, when I heard three short blasts of the ship's 
whistle. 

There had been no indication of any trouble, but I 
!mow cnoui;h about the sea to recognize an emergency sip;
nal, so I abanctonetl the coffee and rar through the dining 
room heading for the radio room, on towa:-d the top .:.eek 
aft, in the middle of the dance floor. Some paAsengers 
were at a table, and I remember thinking that I was prob
ably frightening them, be'.ng on a dead run, 

There were several decks and ladders between me and 
the radio room, so it was probably a minute or two before 
I reached it, Just as I stepped over the sill, th-are 
was a terrific cras:1, and the lights went out. 

' 

I immediately hooked up 
emergency batteries, and as 

I recall, cut in a couple of sec 
tions of the quenched gap. Then 
I sat <101-m to the receiver, the 
SS WEST HARTLAND nearly tore my 
ears off with a full power II SOS 
SOS SOS ANY SHIP DE KEGS -

TRUCK SOME SHIP OFP PORT TOIVN-

I did not open up until V 

(Victoria) about 10 m;les away 
came on and ask 11\VUAT SHIP? 11, I 
replied "IT 1 s \VGR 11 , \Ve chit-

1:PH 

a call for details. 

The SS WEST HARTLANn/lCEGS 
kept banging in and in between 
times I was in touch with KPH, V 

and Operator Greenway at tt.e 
Seattle Harbor Station KPE. 

the first shock. Ralph 
Butler, up at the radio room a few 

minutes remember telling him 1:o go 
below and get dressed, as he would scare the passengers, 
then to report to the bridge. He replied that our room 
was full of steam (we were right off the engine room on 
the port side below). After a few minutes, someone came 
by and asked how I was doing, then disappeared again. I 
don't !mow who it was, 

I did not actually send an SOS. KEGS was doing a 
good job with a � h'W transmitter and I saw no reason for 
clutte-ing up the air. I never did see Butler again un
�il we met shoreside. There was no commotion and the 
ship was settling evenly, although I didn't !mow it, Afte 
a few moments more I rang the bridge for instructions, bu 
recei vetl no ans,ver. I tried two or three times, 1vhen I 
felt the shiµ give a little tremor and began listing, 

Thinks I, "You'd better find out whats going on, 
Wolcott", so I took off my phones and stepped over the si 
into the dance floor. I saw no one. (Continued P-3-3) 
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� ERNIE WOLCOTT� 

Just about then, the SS WEST HARTLAND•S searchlight 
came on from about a quarter-mile away, and I could see the 
water almost at my feet, although I was on the next to hur
ricane deck. It seemed like a good tirne to adopt an old 
Navy slogan, so I decided to ••• "get the hell out of there'" 

I returned to the radio room, put on my cap, buttoned 
my coat, picked up my watch, took my licenses off the wall, 
picked up some cash from the desk drawer and the tops sheet 
from my log, gral>bed a life preserver and 1Vent to the rail. 
There 1Vas evidently a boat or two out there somewhere, be
cause as I stood there, still not sure she was going do,m, 
with the search light on me, someone yelled, "Jump, you dam• 
fool!", so I stepped over the rail into the water. I did
n't have to jump. 

I threw away the life preserver, because I couldn't 
swim with it on, and I'm a good swirm,er, even in the water 
at temperature about 45 ° . However, I was less than 50 feet 
from the GOVERNOR, when she pivoted and slid down by the 
stern until her bolf was pointing straight up beside me. In 
the searchlight she looked lilce the Empire State Building, 
and� I got scared! 

Just about then her stern hit the bottom at 240 feet 
and her pilot house jarred loose. I heard later that it 
drifted ashore near Port Townsend but I was doing a good 
Australian crawl for the Point Wilson light. I thought the 
old gal would topple over on me, and I didn't want any par 
of that ! I probably left a "rooater tail" in my wake I 

I had gone about a hundred yards or so, when a life
boat picked me up. I heard later that it was the skipper 
boat. As far as I know I was the last to leave the ship. 
I wasn't trying to be a hero -- just didn't know she was 
going under. 

38 

Butler later told me that he went below, and 
fighting steam and wreckage, completely dress 
ed, including peacoat, and went to the bridge 
where he was told to get in a lifeboat inmed
iately. I guess he forgot to tell me. 

An interesting angle came up a year or so ago 
A well known author of sea yarns invited me to dinner and 
asked for·my story. He didn't say anything, but I had a 
hunch he didn't believe all I was telling him. I have pro 
bably just found out why. 

The Seattle "PI" for 1 April 1921, which I still have 
run a pix and stories of both myself and Ralph Butler. It 
says ••• "Ralph Butler, who was CHIEF RADIO OPERATOR on the 
Governor and who sent the SOS". It further says Ernest 
E. Wolcott, who assisted Butler in sending the SOS." 

Actually I wasn't interviewed by anyone, including 
the inquiry b; the Coast Guard. I was just "among those 
present", but I'll tell a world that when I looked.over 
my shoulder and saw some 250 feet of Governor looml.Ilg ove:r 
my head, I upped m;y swirmiing speed by �everal knots •. My 
own license, together with several expired ones, was endor 
sed later ,vi.th a conrnendation, and subs.equently stolen, so 
I don• t have the original any more. l'n1y, in the name of 
all that's sea-worthy, would anyone steal a license? -30-

ERNIE \VOLCO'IT 

ED. NOTE: Radio calls 11B2 11 and 11WGR11 ,vas built at Cam�en, 
N .J. in 1907, sailing to the Pacific Coast "around the 
horn with "Old Timer" George Baxter at the key. 

She was a "near" sister ship of the SS President"." both of 
steel construction and both labelled "as near safe" as any 
ship can be The Governor broke all existing records on 
the run fro; San Francisco to Seattle in 1913 by covering 
the distance in only 49 hours - dock to dock. 

Specs of the SS GOVERNOR as follows: 5474 Tons. 391.9 Ft 
Long; 48.2• wide and draft of 19.7 ft. She carried a crew 
of 120 and could accommodate 540 passcncers. Her speed was 
rated at 15.4 !mots although it was reported she could and 
did exceed 16 knots per hours. 

The t,rin funnels of the SS GOVEP.NOR were quite distinctive 
due to their height. She was lmo,m as the "Skyacrapper" 
stack ship. After being converted to oil-burning, her 
funnels were cut do,m somewhat giving her a more streamlined 
appearance and profile. 

IThe Governor was equipped with the HASSIE WIREJ.E.§S SYSTEM 
and due to her tall aerials she got out well. Copy of the 
"OCEAN WIRELESS NEWS" published by Chief 

I 
Ernie Wolcott on 

Saturday, Jan. 1 1921 (Vol.l No. 1) listed Captai� H. c. 
Thomas as Conmander; Robert i1arquart as Chief Officer, M. 
Holzer as Purser, F. Tovey as Chief Engineer, H. Clayton 
as Chief Steward and R. E. Butler as Assistant to Wolcott 
as Radio Officers. 

Ernie, who wrote up his experience re: sinkinG of the "WGR" 
started in "wireless" back in .f.arsons, �nsas and as a I 
tribute to his "home-town" he used "PK" as his first amate\ll" 
call letter (1912). Later he was appointed Weather Observrr 
and assigned Tatoosh Island (1917) where he met Howard Pyle, 
among others. Ernie was on many West Coast ships before I 
going ashore to RCA Traffic office at San Francisco in 1924. 
He serYed in the U.S.Navy during l�V-2 in the SW Pacific, 
Australia and China areas and paid off (R) as Captain when 
the conflict ended. 

Captain E. P. Bartlett was in corrmand of the SS GOVERNOR 
when she was rammed by the SS WEST HARTLAND/KEGS with Leo
nard Belfi at the key. Skipper of the SS WEST HARTLAND 
was Captain John Alwen, who by coincidence, was also Capt
ain of the ••• s,S.IDIATILLA which aank off the Coll.lit of Japa.,:i 
Feb. 14 1918 l'l'ith Chief Radio Officer, Loyd Peek aaaigned. 
(aee story this edition - Page 39). Capt. Alwen was fully 
exhonorated in the Umatilla sinking. It waa also brought 
out that the S.S. WEST HARTLAND had the "right of way" in 
the collision of the two ships. 

It was reported that Captain E. P, Bartlett of the s. s. 
GOVERNOR waa the first skipper to be hired by H.F. Alex
ander of the PCSSCO and an old timer in Coastwise service. 

(Completed on page 40) • THE SOCIETY OF 
WIRELESS PIONEERS 
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Loyd A. Peck (-15-P) was Chief Oper
ator nboard the !�cific Stear.iship 
Company Ship, S.S. ll!IATILLA when sh 
ran ashore on Imboyesaki Oeach 
f:,pan, about ten r.iiles from Chosie, 

'l • 1. 35,\J-i on tl1c morning of �larch 5 
_·)J B • 

Loyd rC'portcd the Ul-!AT1LLA carried 
a carco o.f freir;ht and 12 passeng-
ers. The trip fror.i Seattle across 
tile North Pacific was one of con
stant bad we"thcr and heavy storms. 

At first, c,,pt'1in Jo!m Alwcn thou
ght that the Ur.iatilla had merely 
�,... ... uncled a1�cl th<t t she could free 
herself at hi r,;h ti de. This section 
cf th� Japanese Coast is exposed 
,;:-id constantly lashed by heavy wind 
and strons gales. An unusally vio
lent storm swept down upon them on 
!-larch 12th poundincr the ship with
out r.iercy. It was of such inten
sity that it carried away the main
ri:>st wi.th all life-boats and loose 

Lo�•d reports that he tried to work 
the powerful station at "JCS" but 
r�ceiving no answer, was instruct
ed by Capt. Alwin to send SOS which 
he <lid. The UJL\TILLA1s call at the tine was 1 1\VGU" (ear-
U er call was "GU"). The ship ,vaa totally wrecked. Pic
•ure upper right shows the force of the waves which swept 
1he railini; from the decks, twisted steel stanchions and 
b,11;tered in stateroom doors. After the storm abated, hug 
c:,•'Jwd:; of curious Japanese conversed on the beach near the 
ill f:1 red craft. tlany of them '>robably hopeful of salvag 
ini; any tlnr,g they could from the stricken vessel. The nex 
day in calm�r waters, the entire area was covered with 
junks. 

Loyd repc r-ted that the passengers and crew 1vere removed 
fror.1 the liuer and ta.!cen by train from Choshi to Tokyo an 
1.:ico t" '"ukohruna where they were returned to Vancouver on 
the Ca1uclian Liner - S .S, ;:;::f.lpR£Ss OF RUSSIA. 

According to newspaper stories at the time of her beaching 
the SS U11ATILLA -'- which 1vas then an old ship, had many 
harrowini; brushes with fate during her long life at sea. 
Nearly a quarter of a Century previous to the day Davy 
Jones clair.ied her on the beach in Japan was enacted an 
"epic of the sea" which will probably live forever in the 
annuls of maritime history. 

It was on the night of Feb. 9th 20-8\V (20 years before 
wireless) or 1884 that she hit an uncharted reef near 
Cape Alva, during heavy seas and dense fog. The Captain 
ordered the ship abandoned but three men returned to the 
ship from a lifeboat that drifted apart from the others. 

Thia is the saga of "I>Jnaaite" 

UMATILLA FOLLOWING STORM - Peek 

The tow to Victoria was a nightmare but they nadc- it 
and anchored in the Esquirnalt where she proiaptly sank in 
forty feet of water, where she rer.iained for over a year. 

In honor of this cxploi t, the LIGHT.'il!IP U -!ATILLA 
carries her nar.ie to nark the dangerous reef where the S.S. 
UMATILLA hit. 

Shortly after, in 1896 while enroute from Victoria to 
Port Townsend she hit another uncharted , .reef. So dense 
was the foi; at the time that the keeper of the POI!:T 
\1IL'iON li[;ht 11:rnew" th t there were no ships out in the 
"pea-soup" stuff so shut do1m their fog horn. The S .S, 
Ul!ATILLA plowed ash.>re only a few hundred feet from the 
light station. 

Again, in 1903 the S.S. \Jl-lATILLA ran ashore in Elliot 
Bay in the harbor at Seattle. She was freed and on her 
next trip south, Capt. Nopander had the experience of a 
"crazy" passenger ••• "takin.; over the bridge" - issuing 
orders right and left to the crew. It is reported that 
Capt. Nopandcr humored him and let him have the run of the 
bridge (where he did no harm) after alerting the officers 
and crmv. Of course the men in white were waitinc at the 
dock in San Francisco to take off the 11acting 11 skipper. He 
left with no resistance. Re had "SAVED" the Umatilla ! I 

Still on another occasion (1905) the S.S. Ul,!ATILLA 
collided 1vi th the Sailing Ship George E. Billings in the 
harbor at Tacoma Washington during a very dense fog. 

Johnny O'Brien and two other men. Another "tale" associated with the UMATILLA - and 

·-�

Shortly after returning aboard probably true was that during a trip southbound in 1907 
the ship worked i taelf off the while passing along the Straits of San Juan de Fuca in pea 
reef. The three men rigged a soup fog, the Umatilla sounding her whitle every minute 
small sail to give it ateeragewa being answered close-by. Of course the skipper and mates 
to try and keep it from drifting were concerned and worried about the course of this seem-
on Vancouver Island. Shortly ingly phantom ship. The fog finally thinned but th ere wa 
after, the Collier Wellington no ship in sight. H01vever, a large whale came alongside 

Icame to their assistance and was and playfully showered the deck 1vi th spray as if to � 
e.hle to get a line aboard. THE SOCIETY OF (see Page - 40 please) � 



L O Y D  P E E K  OF TH E S . S . U M AT I L L A  

(Con t i n ued from Page - 39 ) 
as i f  to ac knowl edge the "fun" i t  hnd been having play 

inr; tag ,·:i th t h e  ship . 

The S , S .  Ul-lATILLA was the s i s te r  ship of the SS W 
\'ULLA wh ich a l s o  llad a V<' !;-' eventful caree r. llowev e r ,  that 
is . .\:IOTIIE: : s to ry .  Loyd has l;:indly let  WI rev i ew many 
pi c tures he  took o f  the SS U! �l'i'ILLA and i t  i s  with regre t 
that r.,c do no t have space for r.io re o f  then . The above 
"pix"  is one of Loyd a f te r rigg i ng the er1ergency antenna 
a.tter the g:rcat storra and he  sn.ys • • •  "boy ,ms I a d irty 
mess " !  Loyd bP. l ongs to r.iany radi o  o rgan izations and h i s  
cal l  • • •  • �nDA" is no d oubt fami liar wi th many of  our 
memb e rs . 

Ul-�·.TILLA SP ·c::; : We do no t 
SS t.r. 1.ATILr..;, w.1s b uil t .  Sh e was 
wi th 40 . 6 ft . beam and d raft  of 
c rew of 41 and had ca pac i ty for 

i 1 .1vc 
::: 1 25 
22 . 3  
4-01 

the exac t da ti, th<! 
Tons , 310 feet  long 
f t .  She carri ed a 

passengers but only 
had 12 aboa rd on i 1er last trip . 

� 

= (Wa < o cfog <h• <>aMoo " )  �1oo 
"Ye !:d" ,vas shipma te with Loyd on the SS 1-IATSO, :IA in the 

early twen t i e s  on the Hawaiian nm from S . F. to Hono lulu  

of deck-chairs came th e voices  o f  two older lad i es . We  
overhead one  to remark • • •  1 11- lyrtl e , I think we  are  having 
another shower" . Hyrtle  ri,pli ed • • •  "it sure feels like 
it bu t it i s  funny • • •  the s tars are all  sh ining ! "  

End • • •  Exi t  • • • 1 130 1 1  (CX)  

{Continued from page - 38 ) 

The Wes t  Hartland had j us t  left  Seatt le and Port To,msend 
bound for Bombay India . The S . S .  GOVERNOR was about 6 
miles South of Vi c toria wh ere it had l e t off  some north
bo\Dld passenge rs . It was steaming slowly toward Seattl e . 

In addition to contac ts wi th KPC , VAJC and KPH , the Canadia 
Steamer Princess Ade laide was i,nroute and would have reachL 
ed the SS GOVERNOn by 2 . 30AJ,1 1 also  the S . S . PRINCESS ALIC� 
and the SS JEPTIIA were also in the vicin ity and had changed 
courses - howeve r ,  they wer ' notified by the SS WEST HART 
LAND that she had picked up all survivo rs so they resumed 
their no:nnal sc hedules and itineraries • 

.\ few of the operator■ who had called 1 1 '.'IGR" the ir home at 
o n e  tir.1e er another inc l uded Ge or;_;e naxter who brought th
ship { then us ini; cal l  1 102 1 1  around !he l lorn . Loyd Peek
wi th C, G, ,\hem were on '.VG'.1 i n  l !l l !l . Othe rs tha t cooe t 
r.iind inc l ude , ; . Y .  lla l l o u ,  C:i1a r l es J .  Carr , !1 . I I .  l la rt , 
Arthur Dahms , Sam l,azzano , � . o .  La rson , T. J .  Rigby an 
probably many r.iany mo re { inc l ud ing Ye Ed who rude one 
rel i e f  trip on heri . 

After the SS GOV..:ill/0!! sank , Ernie r.iad e  a trip south to 
report in wi th ffi.lCA (Di el, Johns tone - our Pres iden t)  rid
ing down on the SS .U:::Zl'I ni th TI:ayl 11.:i i re as Jr , Diel,  say,s 
he ,vas never s o  glad to s i,e anyone come through the door at 
109 S teuart Stre e t  as anyon" in hi s  l ife . 

I 
Erni e  told "Ye Ed " that • • •  "when I wal ked of f ti 1 e deck o� 
the GOVEl:NOn , she was co inc; un!ier and I i;rabbed the top fe17 
sheets of my log  book and s tuck • em in my pocke t but they 
c;ot wa ter-l ogge d "  Ern i e  reported tha t !lalph nut ler used 
to l i vi, i n  Kirkl and near Sea t t l e  bu t h e  has los t c onta c t  
wi th him. Unfortun.:itely we do not have space to use a 
grea t deal o ther  r.ia terial  Zrn ie s en t  do,•m . Thanks· · •.10· • any 
11ay I 

�S INC I'. l..:: !T :  

.\round 1 9 16 , r;hen a la q;e f l e � t o f  Japane.s ,· ship::; 
,·:e re bringing cargoes o f  s i lk t o  the S ta tes , a l l  the opc r 
ator.:. .:it coas t� l s ti'l t i ons vi ed for  1 .ukint; the fi rr; t cont::l.ct  
,·:i th a l l  zh i ps , wh i c h  unu., l ly □c.1 n t  they  GO t n ]  l t : 1c ;, l ! ip  1 
trn f�� i c  Wl t i l  t i l e ;, , q · ,iv r•J . 

.\bout  t,·:o o 1 c l o c l , one  mo rn i :,G "Kl'C " {As tori a , Ore , ) 
hc;i rd ,1. 1 1<:r,· Ja ran csc c., 1 1  nnd an r.wc rcd , sen cl i n!: rn t h c r  
fas t ,  T h e  Japanese heard h in but  c o u l dn ' t read h im .  l i e  
said , 0Qrw5 Qlts - I .\1 1 " V I RGIN" OP!.:r!.\TOR " .  i � C  s cn c !L 1:
& low ask "QnA? QP.A? QTI I?  QTl l?  Th i, Ja panese o pe ra t o r  rcp l  
"d g i v i ng h i s  pe rsonal Japanese name , a n d  t h en " Q Tl l  - I 
IN WI RELESS llOOM" • . .  Need less to say , !J>C go t h is traffic  
Afte:t" the  QSO was comp l e ted seve ra l o ther  c oas ta l s t a � i on 
came in \1i th a "Hi I ii  1 1 • -30-

( li,nry F. \.' i ehr - 82-SGP 

" E l GHT  BELLS & ALLS ' WELL " , I and H i l o . ! !any of our members have s e rved aboard the good ; o l d  Hats on i a  { ll'HP ) s o they can re cal l  the radio "shack" fwas top-s id e and above the mai n  deck . Having no plumbing OT!IE!l' . .' ISE IT ',"/AS • !UIET : exc e p t  a was h-basin in our s ta t e ro om next door to the j
wi rel ess-ro 0111 ,  we had to d e s c .,nd two dt, clc.s to the "m.,ns- No th i ng much eve r happened . A couple of hurri canes , room" wh en nature d i c ta te d . Up Yangts e nive r ,i urini; p i rncy t roub l e  with anns issuec. 

to ships office rs . --- screaring Chin.,se crews during 
It pe rhaps takes no wi l d s tre tc h  of  imagination to conj ur  hurri cane on th" Pr"s . l layes . ---obs e rv ing wi ld figh tsup the ope ra tion we c a l l ed • • •  "watering the dallies "  - esp between u . s ,  �iarines and Zni; lish troops in bars . ---Deck 

0 passengers on Dutch s h ip llacchua • • •  screaming women in ec l.. ally a t  n i ,.ht  wh en th e  decks ,ve re des e rted and those

Iwarm Hawaiian showi,rs inte rmi tten tly drenched and washed chi l dbi rth and screami ng men in kn ife fi gh ts . --- lone; l in
j d own the decl::s and canvas awn ings stre tch ed ove r  t hem eYt, ry up o f 2ngli sh sa i l o rs in front of only "Hous e of Joy" in 

few minutes . 

I
Santa l-la rta C olumbia . --- get ting chas ed around deck by a 
ha lf crazy seaman a f te r  someone told him that "Sparks " ha

1 One night Loyd and I engaged in this operation about mid- d { ) � 1 
1 .  vi I i "P 0 11 t reported him as an es cape convi t not true • ---,ma ea 

n ight , shortly afte r  re i. e ng ' m _ to nurs e the ..., ran

,

• cooing al ongs id e , ---receiving 4 S O S  ca lls durinG one mi tter a lonr, for the 
t

rest  o� the n��h � . lfe lo�:ed �i ��d trip from Hars ei lles  to New York . One s l 1 ip  going down o.n
1 

down the deck" but ' was c ear. eaat we oug ope rator giving runing accoun t .  See ing Mt. Etna in erupt-
O 

a des erted . . .  but f rom be low and evidently in a couple . ion , • •  WONDEnfoUL : IEJ-IOnI ES .  J .  T, "Jack " nobins on _ 141 • 
...,_•-------------------------◄WI R ELESS �IONEtRS • e • e e e e e e e e e e e e e . 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON - Built in: 
• 1924 and of 5,184 tons with accommodations : 

for 662 passengers. The vessel was owned : 
by the Old Dominiqn Line and operated bet- : 
ween Norfolk and New York. 

In 19-18 she was sold to France and then : 
beca111e the "Gascogne". She was sent to a • 
scrapya1 d in Hongkong in 1955. 

ROBERT E. LEE - Built in 1924 and : 
• owned by the Old Dominion Linc she had : 

the same tonnage and passenger space as : 
the "George \,\lashington." 

She was sunk hy enemy naval units in : 
the Gulf of Mexico on July 30, 1942. 

BIENVILLE - Built in 192-1, and ownl'd : 
by the Morgan Line. She was of 7,916 tons : 
and ha<l space for 3-17 passengers. Her nor- : 
mal route was between ow York and N,·w : 

�n::::::c:::..__�A::::::i:�:r::::::::::::..__::::;;;x:::::::uc:::::==::x:::::r:z::c=::::==:::::::1::::c:cc::::=::=::::::1::ac:::::==:::::::1:::z::ic=:==::::::1:::::cc:c::::=::=::::::1:cic:::::=::=::::::t:a:c:=:==.:::::1::IJ1 Orleans. 

SOME U.S. 

BUILT SHIPS 

Enemy naval units caught up with htr: In January 1925 she burned at 
: and sank her on Feb. 3, 19-13 in the North- : Orleans dock and was later rebulit 

: west Atlantic. freighte!· "El Coston." 

FAIRFAX - Built in 1926 and owned by: 
: the Merchants & i\.l iners Co. She was of: 

a New 
as the 

ALGONOQUIN - Built in 1926 and own-: the same tonnage, passenger facilities and: 
cd by Clyde Line, she had the same tonnage : operated on the same route as the "Cha-: 
passenger accommodations and route as the : tham." 

CHEROKEE - Built in 1925, she was of 
5,900 tons with room for 446 passengers. 
Owned by the Clyde Line she operated b,t
ween New York, Charleston, Jacksonvilk, 
Jsliami and Galveston. "Cherokee'� 

In 19-15 she was sold to China and then : 
: was renamed "Chung Hsing." 

\,Vhcn the war started she was taken over : This vessel was sunk by enemy naval 
by the g-o\·crnment and operated as a hospi- • EVANGELINE - Built in 1927 and own-• units in the Northwest Atlantic on June 15, 
tal ship. Then after being laid up for seve- : cd by Eastern teamship Lines. She was : 1942. 
ral years she was finally scrapped in 1956. : ci:f 5,88,J tons and had room for 751 passeng- : 

: L"l·:;. Her route was between Tew York, , 
• IJu�ton, Yarmouth, N.S., and St. John, N.13. : SEMINOLE - Built in 1925 and owned COA MO - Built in 1926 and owned by : by Clyde Line, she had the same tonnage Porto Rico Line. She was rated at 7,057 : Slie was transferred to the Liberian fla� : and passenger facilities as the "Cherokee" tons, had ac:commodations for 377 passcng- • in 195-1 and later was registered in Panama. • She also operated on the same route. 

ers and operated between Tew York, San : Renan•t:d the "Yarmouth Castle" she burn-
Juan, and Ciudad Trujillo. : ed in ov<.:111ber 1965. 

Enemy naval units chased her and sank YARMOUTH - Built in 1927 and owned 
1-ier in the Northwest Atlantic on Dec. 9 : by Eastern Steamship Lines. She had the 
1�42. : same tonnage, passenger accommodations 

: and route as the "Evangeline." 

Taken over by the government she was 
: convertc:d for use as a hospital ship. After 
: the war she was put into a reserve fleet and 
: then in 1952 was scrapped. 

MOHAWK - Built in 1926 and owned by CHATHAtl - Built in 1926 and owned by In 1954 she was registered in Liberia, : Clyde Line �he had the same tonnage, pass-the Merchants & Miners Co. She was of :then was switched to the Panamanian flag : enger facilities and route as the 'Cherokee'. j,o-19 tons with accommodations for 314 pas- : She has· been laid uo since 1966. 
sengers and operated between Boston, Phi-

• latlelphia, Baltimore, Jacksonville, Sava11-
nah, and Miami. 

She was sunk in Belle Isle Strait on Aug
ust 27, 19-12. 

DORCHESTER - Built in 1926 and owned 
hy Merchants & Miners Co. She had the 

facilities anu 

, She sank off Sea Girt, N.J., on Jan. 25, 
: 1935 after colliding with the Norwegian 

: freighter "Talisman." 

SA. TA PAULA - Built in 1932 and own-: 
ed by Grace Line. She had the same tonn- : 
age, passenger accommodations and rouk : 
as the "Santa Rosa." 

(Continued 

: route Reprinted By Kind Permission "THE GU IDE" S. F. :
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tal ship called the "Solace." After the war BORINKUEN _ Built in 1931 and owned 

�� I 
�

• she was sold to 1:urkey and renamtd by Poi to Rico Line. She was of 7,114 tons 
,j I··· "Ankara" 

- -.. 

t 
-s"'""OME

· · with space for 357 passengers. Her voyages 

- _ ' U.S. were between New York, San Juan and 

_- _:....�BUILT s·HIPS 
Ciudad Trujillo. 

. SHAWNEE - Built in 1927 and owned 
by Clyde Lme'. She had the same· tonnage, After the war she went back into the 

New York to Puerto Rico service, then in 
1949 was sold to Bull Linc who renamed her 
"Pu�rto Rico." In 1954 she was sold to' 
Arosa Line and in 1959 was sold to Eastern 
Shipping Co. who renamed her "Bahama 
Star." They operated her in the Miami
Nassau trade. 

ICIIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIIILJ111111111111CJIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIIIIIII passenger accommodations and route as the 
Continued � � '·Iroquois." 

?-?-�- ➔ 

Transferred to the Caribbean service in 
1937, she was laid up in 1958 and then was 
sold to Typaldos Line in 1961. She is cur
rently operating under the Greek fla:g as 
the "Acropolis." 

ALLEGHANY - Built in 1923 and owned 
by the Merchants & Miners Co. She was 
of 5,486 gross tons with facilities for 299 
passengers. The ship generally provided 
service between Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltim0re, Savannah, Jacksonville and 
Miami. 

In 1941 she was taken over by the govern
ment and converted into a training ship 
called "American Seafarer." She was per
manently laid up in 1945 and was sent to the 

crapyard in 1948. 

BERKSHIRE - Built in 1923 and owned 
by the ·Merchants & Miners Co.' Her tonn
age, passenger accommodatfons and route 
were the same as the "Alleghany." In 
November 1941 she was taken over by the 
govermnent and renamed "American Eng
ineer". Used as a training ship she was 
eventually idled and then sent to the scrap
yard in 1948. 

CITY OF BIRMl GHAM - Built in 
1923 and owned by the Savannah Line. She 
was of 5,861 gross tons and had facilities for 
204 passengers. She generaly operated on 
a route between Bostnn, New York and 
Savannah. 

On June 30th 1942 enemy warships sank 
her in the Northwest Atlantic. 

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA - Built in 
1923 and owned by the Savannah Line. She 
had the same tonnage, paseenger accommo
d�tions and route as the "City of Birming� 
ham." After being taken over by the gove 
rnment the ship was renamed "American 
Navigator" and operated as a training ship. 
She was idled after the war and sent to the 
scrapyard in 1948. 

IROQUOIS - Built in 1927 and owned by 
Clyde Line. She was of 6,500 tons with 
facilities for 754 passengers and operated 
between New York and Miami, as well as 
making cruise voyages. 

In 1946 she was sold to Portugal and was 
renamtd "City of Lisbon." Later she was 
sold to Yugoslavia and renamed "Partizan-
1<a." She was destroyed by fire in ·1947. 

DIXIE - Built in 1928 and owned by 
Morgan Lints. She was of 8,100 tons had 
room for 379 passengers and operated bc·t
wec:n M-ew York and New Orleans. 

The government took her over on F ch. 
23, 1941 and she became the Navy transpo,·t 
''Alcore." 

CALIFORNIA - Built in 1928 and owned 
by the Panama Pacific Line. She was of 
17,800 tons with facilities for 747 passengers 
and operated between New York and San 
Francisco. 

In 1937 she was transferred to American 
Republic Lines and became the "Uruguay". 
She was idled in 1954 and finally went to 
1 he scrapyard in 1963. 

VIRGINIA - Built in 1928 and owned by 
the Panama Pacific Line. She had the 
:,;,ame tonnage, passenger facilities and 
route as the "California." 

She was transferred to the American Re
public Line in 1927 and renamed "Brazil." 
Laid up in I 959 she lay idle until 1965 when 
she was sent to a scrapyard. 

PEN\'SYLVANlA - Built in 1929 
owned by the Panama Pacific Line. 
had the .same route as the "Virginia." 
was of 18,300 tons with facilities for 
passengers. 

and 
She 
and 
800 

In 1937 she was transferred to the Ameri
can Republic Line and renamed "Argentina" 
Idled in 1959 ahe was sent to the scrapyard 
in 1965. 

E+- - E+- WIRELESS PIONEERS 

NEW YORK - Built in 1924 and owned 
'ly the Eastern Steamship Lines. She was 
Jf 4,989 tons with accommodations for 1,000 

passengers. She operated between New 
York and Boston during .the summer ·aeaeon 
mly. Operated by the government she was 

When the war started she was taken over mnk by enemy naval units in the North

ACADIA - Built in 1932 and owned by 
Eastern Steamship Co. She was rated at 
6,185 tons and had facilities for 744 passeng
ers. Her normal route was between New 
York, Boston, St. John, NB and Yarmouth, 
N. S. She also made special sea cruises. 

Taken over by the government when the 
war started she was converted into a hospi
tal ship. When the war was over she was 
idled, then ip 1955 was sent to a Belgium 
scrapyard. 

ST. JOHN - Built in' 1932 and owned by 
Eastern Steamship Co.. She had .the same 
tonnage and passenger accommodations, and 
traveled on the same route as the "Acadia." 

Converted into the hospital ship "Rescue" 
after she war started, she was laid up when 
the war ended and was scrapp�d in the mid 
1950's. 

SANTA ROSA - Built in 1932 and own
ed by Grace Line. She was of 9,100 fons 
and had room for 290 passengers. Her nor
mal route was from New York to California 
and the Pacific Nor-thwest. 

Transferred to the Caribbean service in 
1937 she was laid up in 1958 and then sold to 
Typaldos Line in 1961. She now operates 
under the Greek flag as the "Athenai." 

,ESTABLISHED IN 1865 THE GUIDE 
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by the government and turned into a hospi- west Atlantic on Sept. 25, 1942. 
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WORLD'S BIG 

FLEETS ARE 

REPORTED HERE 

The world's largest merchant fleets be
long to Liberia, Great Britain, the United
States, Norway and Japan. However, most
of the ships in the American fleet are of
World War II vintage, many of them in
operative. The other nations have fleets
whose avera,ge age if! less than ten years.

The Japanese fleet had the largest gain
last year with an addition of 2,160,000 tons.

he now has 1,053 ocean-going vessels or
16 .. 5 pt cent of the world's fleet.

Liberia increased her fleet by two mnlion
tons last year, while Norway added 1,960,
000 tons ar!d the Soviet Union increased
their fleet by 1,130,000 tons.

Germany (West) ...... . ..................... -. 6,528
France .......... : ............. .................. :........ 5,796
Netherlands .............. ........................... 5,268
Panama ........................... ...................... 5,097
Sweden ........................... ........................ 4,865
Denmark ....................... ...................... 3,204
Spain ...................................................... 2,821
Canada .................................................. 2,403
India ...................................................... 1,945
Poland .................................................... 1,342
Brazil ............................ ......................... 1,294
Yugoslavia ............................................ 1,267
Argentina .............................................. 1,197
Finland .................................................. 1,128

World Total: 194,152,000 tons

WORLD'S BULK 
. CARRIER FLEET 

The following table lists the world's or'and bulk carrier fleets of the world's majonations. The figures st.own are in thousand ton gross. 

WORLD'S OIL 

TANKR FlEET 
,: \ 

The following table lists the world's
major oil tanker fl�ets. The figures shown
are in thouiland ttlll gross}
Nation Tonnage

Liberia ............................... ................ 14,663
Norway .................................................. 9,9':/2

Great Britain ................... : ................... 8,372
Japan ...................................................... 6,755
Unit�d States ........................ � .. ............ 4,487
Russia .......................... ......................... 2,936
France .................................................. 2,723
Panama ... , ............................. � ................ 2,667
Italy ............................... , ........................ 2,414
Greece ......... : ............................... ,.......... 1,885
Netherlands· .......................................... l,865
Sweden ................................ _, .... -.......... 1,494
Germany (West) ......... ................. , .... 1,334
Denmark ... ............................................ 1,238
Spain ...................................................... 1,073
Argentina ......................... ............. ....... .._ '479

World Total: 69,214,000 tons

SPEEDY SHIPS 
FORECAST FOR 

THE FUTURE 
Ships capable of crossing the Atlantic in

48 hours, at speeds of 100 to 150 knots can
be possible within ten years, �ys c: H.
Parker, managing director of John G.
Kincaid, Greenock Marine Engineers. There

In 1967 the Japanese fleet carried 9,340,000
tons of imports and 4,680,000 ton1 in trade
between other countries. In the country's
foreign trade Japanese carriers accounted
for 37.4 per cent of the exports and 47 per
cent of the imports.

Nation
is a market that can be exploited in the
field of medium-speed freight movements,Tonnag1 he aaid. 

MAJOR FLEETS 

OF. THE WORLD '· "· 
,,/ " 

The following table s'howa the ftiajor
fleets of the world and the tonn�ge Hated
on their books. The figures 1hown are in;
thousand tons gro111.

Natioa 'J'.oua1e.
Liberia ................................. ,., .. �::,'.:.... 25,'IO ·
Great Britain ........... . : ...... !:...: ... �...... 21�
United States ............... -............... \ .. i9,8
Norway ........................... : ..... :........... 19,'61 
Japan .......................... .......................... · 19,587.
R1111.1ia ... . : ................... :,-...................... 12�
Greece ................................. :..-!,;L .. ;:. • .a ••• 7,-416
l&a)r� ···•··-· ............................... , .. ,...;c........ 6,614

�;.:,:, .... ·.·.·••••• :··· ················••: :::Great Britain ............. . ...................... 2,919United States ...................................... 2,213

�EE ·•.•·········�···�······,·=· :: 
Germany (West) ................ _ ............... 1147 Greece .................................... -....... -.. 1,1� 

TOTAL 29,510,00]

The.re HI a pp between the 25 knot con
taiaoahip and the 400 knot air freighter,
Puker •Y•, and an economic form of
ni<.'dium ■peed on the Atlantic, would be ass
ured of an attractive future.

"It should be possible within, say, 10
years, to build a ship for a 100 knot Atlan-

' tic Cargo service," he said. Such a vessel
would make the crossing· in 48 hours, alth
OU&'h weathel' might restrict its speed. But,
he added, that would be where weather rout
ing would be of value.
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C :X C :::::::SC :X C ::::::JC ::X C ::::::JC :X C :::::Z C ::a C = transported by the liner. 

ATLANTIC 

SERVICE NEAR 

END OF LINE 

Australian officials reported they had no 
lists available of what units might have 
been transported on the ship and the United 
States said the records that contained that 
in form:i tion have been destroyed. 

Trans-Atlantic passenger service will be 
a thing of the past within another year. By 
December ail year-round service between 
the United Kingdom and New York will 
have been discontinued. The last regular 
sailing this year will be the liner 'France' 
which is scheduled to leave Southampton 
on Dec. 20th. 

On Sept. 5th a contract was signed by the 
City of Long Beach and the Diners Ciub for 
nperation of the ship. The operating comp
any will be Diners' Queen Mary, , which 
will be in charge of all commercial• areas
auout 35 per cent of the vessel. This will 
include the amusement attractions, hotel, 

The Long Beach officials are trying to 
build a "living memorial" aboard the vessel 

of the Sea will be which they purchased last year. 

.�hops, and stores. 

T,1e planned Museum 
a se;iarate project, run by the California 
t-luseum Foundation of Long Beach. They 
�ill set up a small charge for the museum 
;;.nl! the city is going to offer tours to the 
vessel, also at a small charge. Both will be 
non-profit programs. 

The Diners Club is investing about $6 

For at least three months there will be no :nillion in the "Queen Mary", which should 
be epened to the public sometime between 

such service available, although the liners 
Bremen. Queen Elizabeth II and United 
States will be making one voyage each. 
Normally there are 10 to 12 vessels making 
regular voyages across the Atlantic over a 
period of a year. 

This year has seen the "Queen Elizabeth" 
going to new owners in the United States. 
The "Maasdam" has already been sold to 
Polish owners. Later she will be making 
voyages to Montreal. 

Holland America Linc has three liners 
that are normally engaged in the Atlantic 
trade, but it is understood that these liners 
arc now going to be operated as cruise ships 

The German liner "Han■eatic" was re
cently pulled off the Atlantic and report
edly is going into full time cruising. 

At la�t report some 80 per cent of the 
passengers traveling between New York 
and the United Kingdom went by jet. Thus 
the airline has moved in on the steamship 
business and now seems ready to take over 

January and June 1970. The Southern 
California Edison Co. has been signed to 
provicle full -electric lighting within the old 
ship. 

it will take about four years to complete 
the museum and its first section will bel 
ready when the liner is opened to the public 
The Foundation has a 40 year contract to, 
operate the museum, while the Diners Club 
has a 25 year contract under a profit shal'
ing program with the city. 

Construction work on Long Beach's Pier 
J ., where the vessel will be moored perman
Pntly, is now underway as part of a $40 mil
lion development plan in that area. 

LINER PEOPLE 

ASK FOR AID 

FROM PUBLIC 

completely. Officials who are developing the old lin-
--------------------1 er "Queen Mary" into a floating hotel and 

PLANS IN 

PROGRESS FOR 

"QUEEN MARY" 
Krofft Enterprises, Inc. of North HollJ,

wood, Calif., are working on apeeia1 attr•e
tions for the "Queen Mary" at Long Beach. 
They are plannin&' commercial attractions 
to tie in with national advertising, along 
with making plans for live entertainment 
::inoard the former liner. 

convention center at Long Beach have dis
covered there are no records showing who 
the liner's passengers were during the war 
:,•ears. No one knowns who the men were or 
what units were carried on the liner in 
World War 11, says one official. 

Research Museum Director Les H. Cohen 
says, We are now appealing directly to the 
public for help. If you or any of your fri
ends sailed aboard the "Queen Mary" dur
ing the war years please write to: Mu1eum 
of the Sea, 600 East Ocean Blvd., Long 
Beach, Calif. 

TOP SHIP PORTS 

. ARE REPORTED 

The Port of Portland ranks tenth among 
the nation's leading ports in the number of 
ship arrivals for the first six months of 
this year. The nation's number one port, of 
course, 1s ew York which accounted for 
20.2 per cent of the nation's volume of ships 

The leading ship arrival ports in the United 
States are: New York, Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles-Long Beach, San Francisco, Hamp
ton Roads, New Orleans, Baltimore, Hous
ton, Seattle, Portland and Boston. 

GIANT TANKER 

PLANNED BY 

JAPANESE 

A proposed 500,000 ton tanker will be 
built in Japan, says th� Tokyo Tanker Co. 
if prices quoted are lower than those sub 
111itted for a 350,000 ton vessel. The Euro 
pcan yards can offer us better credit terms 
Gengo Tsuboi, vice president of the comp 
any said, but one obstacle is the 12.5 per 
cent import duty imposed on vessels buil 
outside Japan. Japanese shipyards are 
quoting prices $5 to $10 higher than the 
yards in Europe, he said. 

Just a few weeks ago it was reported the 
Tokyo Tanker Co was negotiating for bids 
r.n a 350,000 ton tanker. In addition to four 
Japanese shipyards, all the major shipbuild
ers 'in Britain and Europe were asked to bid 
on the vessel. Several European yards 
turned down the offer on the basis they 
could not complete the ship on schedule. 

J apar.ese builders estimated it would cost 
$75 per ton, but the Tokyo Tanker Co. said 
they couldn't afford to pay more than $6() 
a ton. 
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THE WORLD'S 

SHIP TOTALS 

The follnwing table shows the number of 
ships in the merchant fleets of the nations 
of the world. The figure represents both 
steamer and motorship, as well as wood and 
steel ,·esscls. 

Nation Total ships 

China (Communist) .. ..................... 239 United States ............. ......... '. 8 3,232 
China (Taiwan) .............................. 187 Uurguay ........................... .................... 42 
Colombia ... .............. : ............................. 47 Venezuela ............................................. 89 
Congo (ijrazzaville) . . ........................ 5 Viet Nam (North) ...... ...................... 4 
Congo (Kinshasa) ... . ... ....................... 2 Viet Nam (South) . ............................ 23 
Costa Rica ....................... ........................ 7 Yemen ............. ........... ............................. 4 
Cuba ..... , ........................ ....................... 104 Yemen (South) .......................... ........... 3 
Czechoslovakia ............. .......................... 8 Yugoslavia ... ...................................... 337 
Denmark .......................................... 1.140 
Dominican Republic .............................. 15 World Total: 47,444 
Ecuador ................................................ 14 
Egypt ... ................................................ 122 
Ethiopia .................................................. 23 

Great Britain ........................... .... 4,020 0 : Faroe Island ......................... :............ 102 
Finland ................................................ 399 RUSSIA SEEKS 

SEA SUPREMACY 

Australia ......................... .................... 314 
Bahamas ....... ........................................ 113 
Barl•ados ....................... . ........................ 3 
Bermuda ......................... ........................ 30 
Br. Honduras .......... ............................. 2 
Canada .............................................. 1,296 
Cayman Island .............. ...................... 26 
Ceylon ..... ................................................. 26 
Cyprus .......................... ..................... 109 
Falkland Island .................................... 8 
Fiji ...... ...................... .............................. 20 
Gambia ...................... . ............................... 3 
Ghana .................................................... 57 

· Gibraltar ............................................. ... 17 
Gilbert Island .............. ......................... 2 
Grenada ....................... ............................ 3 
Guyana .......................... ........................ 34 
Hongkong ............................................ 135 
India ................................. ..... .............. 383 
Jamaica ...................................................... 6 
Kenya ... .................................................. 16 
Malaysia .............................................. 85 
Maldive Island ........................................ 2 
Malta ...................................................... 24 
Mauritius ... ............... ............................. 7

Montserrat .............................................. 1 
New Guinea ............................................ 26 
New Hebrides ........................................ 9 
New Zealand ... .................................... 127 
Nigeria ................................................. 36 
Pakistan ................................................ 170 
St. Lucia .................................................. 1 
St. Vincent ................. ....... ................... 4 
Seychelles Island ... .. ..... ...... ............. 3 
Sierra Leone .......................................... 5 
Singapore ...................... ......................... 73 
Solomon Island ...................................... 2 
Tanzania ....................... ....... .................. 7

Tonga .......................... ............................. 4 
Trinidad ............................................... 21 

Turki, Island .............................................. 1 
Virgin Island ............. .......................... 3 
Total British C'th .. .... ................. 7,234 • 
Albania ......................... ................ _........ 11 · 
Algeria .................................................... 6 
Argentina ............................... -........... 315 
Austria .................................................... 3 
Bahrein Island ....................................... 7

Belgium ...................... ........................ 218 
Brazil ........... ............... ..................... -... 398 
Bulgaria ....................................... ,...... 112 
Burma ...................................................... 31 
Burundi .................................................... 3 
Cambodia ........... ..................................... 3 
Cameroon ................................................ 6 
Chile ....... .............................................. 130 

France .............................................. 1.495 
Gaboon .......................... .......................... 2 
Germany (East) ................... . ... 361 
Germany (West) ......... ... ........ 2,732 
Greece ...................................... 1,634 
Guatemala ....... ............... ......................... 2 
Guinea ......................... . .......................... 4 
Honduras ........... ..... ................................ 45 
Hungary ............. ......... ........................ 20 
Iceland ...... , .... ................... :.: .................. 295 
Indonesia ....................... .................... 479 
Iran ....... ....................... .......................... 37 
Iraq ...... ......................... ......... ............... 35 
Irish Republic .................................... 89 
Israel .................................................... 111 
Italy ............................... :.................. 1,490 

�:;7n ����� ... :·.·:.-:::::.-.-.-.··.·.:·:·.·.·.-.-::o .-.- ··;,,8�� 
Korea (North) ........ ............................... 6 
Korea (South) ... ..... ........................... 232 
Kuwait ........................ ... .. ...... ................ 42 
Lebanon ................................................ 122 
Liberia ....... ....... ............ .................. 1,61.1 
Libya ................. ...................... ............... 7

Madagascar ................ ......................... 21 
Mauritania ........................ .................... 8 
Mexico ....... .............................. .............. 114 
Monaco .................................................... 2 
Morocco ................................ � .......... 3: Netherland� ....................... v, ... 1,72 
Nicaragua ..................... ...... 

1� 
........... 8 

Norway ................................. 9 ..... 2,881 
Panama ................................................ 798 
Paraguay . ...................... ........................ 26 
Peru ...................................................... 275 
Philippines ... ,_., . ................................... 278 
Poland .......................... .... .................. 446 
Portugal ....... .................. ...................... 348 
Qatar ........................................................ 2 · - 56 Rom�ama ....................... ....... 

A 
...... 

4 
... 

206 Russia ................................. ·IY .... • 

Saudi Arabia ........................................ 39 
Senegal ............... ......... ....... · .... ....... : ..... 13 
Somali Republic .................................. 15 
South Africa ........................ 

0 
...... 244 

Spain ...................... ................ j : ... 2,046 
Sudan ........... ............ ............................ 7

Sweden ............................................ 1,074 
Switzerland ............... ....... .................. 33 
Syria ........................ ............................... 3 
Thailand .... ................... ........................ 49 
Togo· ............................... .......................... 1 
Trucial State11 ........................................ 3 
Tunisia ........................... ...................... 16 
Turkey .... .............................................. 298 

Just a decade ago it was inconceivable 
that the Soviet Union could become a ma-
jor sea power of the world. 

The last substantial Russian naval victory 
was perhaps nearly two centuries ago when 
the Imperial Navy defeated the Turks in 
the Mediterranean. 

Since then a number of factors have in
hibited Russian thinking about sea power. 
The Soviet Union lacks adequate warm wa
ter ports on the homeland. Narrow waters 
in the Gulf of Finlanrl and the Dardanelles 
pose strategic problems. Psychologically, 
the debacle of the Rusi,ian navy defeat in 
the 1904-05 Russo-Jaganese War turned 
Moscow's attention to !and power. 

But things have changed, and just in the 
last decade as noted in a House Armed Ser
vices Committee report: "The Changing 
Strategic Naval Blyance." 

"For the first time in history," the re
port notes, "the Soviet Union is developing 
an offensive maritime strategy and is seek-
ing supremacy at sea. 

"Behind the new Soviet sea power is a1� 
awareness that Communist domination of 
the globe can only be achieved by supre
macy at all major points on the spectrum of 
conflict - the USSR is determined to ob-
tain superiority over the United States and 
its allies under all combat conditions." 

Adm. Thomas H. Moorer, chief of Naval 
1 Operations, adds ominously : 

"By any measuring stick, they (the So
viets) are today the second largest sea pow
er in the world. In a mere 10 years the So
viet Union with a dedication of purpose, 
large outlay of funds, and with priorities 
equivalent to or even surpassing their space 
program, has transferred itself form a mari
time nonentity to a major sea power." 

REPRINT BY COURTESY
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s.s. PRESIDENT VAN BUREN Set new we■tbound record rec-
ently when it ■ailed fro• s.F 

to Yokohama in 8 day■ flat at a·Hrage ■peed of 24.72 K. 
Thi■ betters time -d• b7 Japaa•• ITALY MARI} 1-t year.Tho
Van Bllren hold■ tho Ea■tbound tran■-Pacific record al■o of
7 day■ 10 hour■• 

"DO IT YOURSELF" Tho Ta■■ No-.. Agency reported that 
a medical officer aboard a Soviet 

■ubmarine in the Pacific ■ucce■■fully reaoved hi■ own 
appendix thi■ week. 

LARGEST ORE CARRIER The keel of a 858 foot ore carrier
h- been laid at Lorraine Ohio. 

The•- ■hip, when coapleted, rill be 128 feet longer and 
30 feet wider, than the largest Te■sel now operating in 
the Great Lak••• 

WORU> SHIP POPULATION Seae three-quarter■ of a million 
sailer■ earn their living b7 --

ning the ■hips of the world. Approximately one third of 
these are A■ian■• 

WORLD SHIP SOCIETY 'Ibis organization with internation 
al meaber■hip rill be of special 

interest to ''Nautical buff•"• We find their journa:l - the
''MARINE NEWS" quite intere■ting. It i■ suppl-ented by 
a publication called "INTERCOM" which i■ full of nautical 
data,. Mr. D1 If. Thicken■ i■ North America repro■entative
and we ■ugge■t, if interested, you antact hi■• Addres■ 
i■ 3319 Sweet Drive, Lafayette, Calif. 94549. 

SHIP STAMPS PUBLISHED 'lbe British Poat Office plan■
to i■sue ■ix new ■tamp■ on 

Jan. 15 1969 honoring ship■ of the �t and pro■ent. So
of the v■■■el■ to be honored incl.ude the QUEEN ELIZABETH-2
Cutty Sarit 1 Maurentania, the GRE.lT BRITAIN, first iron ■hi 
al■o an 18th Century Ea■t Indi■-n and an Elizabethan 
gallon. 

DISPUTE ON RHINE SHIPPING A serious dispute� develo
ed eTer freedom of shipping 

on the Rhine River between lfe■t Germany and the Netherl 
The Dutch claim that Germany is preparing to violate the
"Act of Mannheia", enacted ia 1818 1 which geverna tho 
freedom of ships on the Rhine River. 

LAST 11TR 1 S 11 The SS QUEEN after 53 years of •• 
vice took 53 days to cro■■ the Pac

ific, fro• s-ttle te Yokohaaa in·l935 te be ■crapped. She
_. plagued b7 trouble all the way. The Sip ROSE GJ:11, 
foraerly SS YUMURI, BADGER and LAWTON_. built at Cheater
Pa., 1889. A:tter eh■..,.. laid -.p she llecaae the "ROSE 
ISLE" aad..,.. u■ed - a g-bling ■hip ■ff Seuthern Calif. 
She _. sold in 1935 and cut llP• The 
fo�rly SS COLUMBIA\ of the Al-laal SS Co., then Pre■ideat 
..,.. ■old in 1946 to Port11g11■■e int■re■ts. Sho .... ■CNlppN 
1952 in Italy. Th• ss RIJTH ♦ViX♦NPfR-■ Hld t■ J:qlillh 

WORU> TONNAGE - MAJOR WORLD n.Dl'l'S 

•hip• each nation own■ or c■atrol■• 
thou■anda eften■, the gro•• tonnage 
leading maritime national 

We have listed els
where the n-ber of 

Here i■ listed, in 
of each of the twenty

1. Lilaeria 25 1 720 11. Netherland■ 5268
2. Gr. Britain 21 1 921 12. Panaaa 5097 
3. Uaited States 19 1 668 l:S. Sweden 4865 
4. Norway 19 1 667 14. Denmark 3204 
5 0 Japan 19,587 15. Spai.n 2821 
6. Ru■■ia 12,062 16. Canada 2403 
7. Greece 7 1416 17. India 19-45 
8. Italy 6

1 624 18. Poland 1342 
9. Germany (West) 6

1528 19. Brazil ' 1294 
10. France 5 1 796 20. Yugo■lavia 1267 

It mt be Doted that while the u.s. (for example) baas ■ore
tonnage than Japan or Rua■ia, auch of it is obsolete while'
the c-trie■ mentioned have auch aod■rn ■quipaent and 
bottem■.' 

"RETIREMENT SHIPS" The idea of our Senior Citizea■ 
"buying" a ■taterooa, auch a■ yo• 

would a condeainiua apartaent or to--hou■e seems to be 
"catching ••"• The idea of ceur■o i■ te live eut their 
day■ traTelling fro• port t■ port and fro■ ocean to ocean
with a con■tant ehaaging sight• and interest■• Witla geed 
food -.u.cal care and all the aa■nitio■ of life 1-diat 
ly a;_ilable it certainly rill appeal te -hair trevol
er■ OTerywh■;... Wo predict a great fut11r■ for thi■ pha■a•
of "rotire-nt living". 

CASUALTY REPORTS About eight large ships get into one
kind of trouble or another every u:,

of the year ac..,rding to a cha.it-•• by Ye U frea figgr■
available. Th••• range fro• "engine r■-" i.e.• .. to fire,
ground■, explosion■, etc. Meting that there are nearly 
fifty thousand ■hip■ afl-t, this .. ._ that approxiaatol7
5" of the ship• afl .. t -:r anticipate trouble, during the
year. 

11LASH 11 REVOWTIONIZING SHIPPING "LASH" is the abbrevia
tion/deaignation fer 

"Lighter All-rd Shi·p" and a revolutionary systea for carry
ing cargo ab-rd ■hips in lighter■ (floati.ng coatain■r■). 
It i.s claimed ''LASH" eliainate■ port congestioa - ■hip■ 
can be discharged in the road-stead in 24-hour■ - against 
lo-day■ DOW r■qui-d docbide. Tho ayst- al■o provide■ 
aaltiple pier delivery capability. 

IIIGBTSHIP "RELIEF" RETIRED 'Die r.tght■hip "RIHV'" fLY
� whicll �served-ch o 

her life at tho Sriftauro Bank Station off the oatranc■ t■
the StNlit of Juan de Fuell� 11••• retire• by the l3tll CG 
Di■trict. The fo-.r lightships oD the Pacific Co-t ■till
in eporatioa incl•d•, San P'r■.nci■co, Coluabia River, BlaD 
R■of and Uaatilla Reef. Tho BlaD.ts Reef lightship -y bea
the next te be dropped due to fi■cal retr■ncll■eat by the 
c.-t G1ari ••• to roe-t ocoDo..,- •.-••••• 

taterHt■, rot11rned t■ u.s. during n-2 and ■uak i.n 19·'1 DELTA gum TO Bl!: REPLACED 'Dae Mi-■ia■ippi Ri-r st-by Japano■■ boaber■ in the Dutch Eaat Indie■• She,... bllil ne■ler1 originally built at Haaburg in 1913 - the ss· SIERRJ. CORDOBA\, interned ia for the Saa Fraaci■co - Sacraa■nto nm aad uod for -u:r Peru during ff-1 and renaa■• tile SS· CAILEO. The .ILi..,....,_.,. �r■ oa the Ohio, TennnsH aad Mi■si■■ippi River■ rill 11Mil!IB.,... operated b7 CPR for a ■llert tiae prier ff-2, tla roplaaod lay .i-■ 1970 ritla a new ve■■ol •••ting $6.4 ail-retunaed and boo-• the USAT GEN. GEO. S. SIMONDS·. She lioa ■iaee tile "PIJ:'t♦ OJ1111" ao loag■r -t■ tile rigi. toek part in the !fo�y landing■• She -- scrapp•• ia Safety s� ef the u.s. Govorna■nt. Tho new ■llip■ l!M6. 'Di• s.s • .lDMIIUL ROGKRS, fora■rly SS·Sl'OICAD aft■ rill have a ■al"9W ■iailar to ll■at■ •• tile RhJ.ao River14 year■ inactive ,... sold to s-ttl■ int■r■-ts whe plann■ in■toa• of 11i■iag b•ilt - a ■torn-wlaNl
■r.• te ua• her - a ro■ert llotel. Pl.aaa fell through aa• •la• 

_. ■crapped. The SS; ,♦DHIRJ.L RQDW ,... •-•li■llod by PORT l!:VERGLAD&s BUSY Twenty-seven 11IX'lll"Y liner■ 
fir■• Tho ADMIIUL nso, SCIILff, F.ARJUGUT, WATSON.... Aro ■01a■,..iod to step at 
DERY were all s■ld to Japaa for ■ONlppiag in 1934. thi■ pert froa ••v• 1N8 -til April 1919 eff■rring 121 

cnli.a■-. 'Dai■ rill ■alto Port h9rglado■ •••••• only te 
.A drop of 11 percent in �•eager■ •- Yerit ia a-'ter ... ftriety ■f liaer ■aiU.nc■• The
aad • percent ia a..it■r ■f vehicle city•• •- -1ti-1llioa dellar �s•ac•r terainal caa 

_. ■sp■ri■acod during peak -nth■ ef 1N8 qain■t the lN lla.udle tllrH llig liner■ and 2000 �s•nc•r■ at ••• t1-.
recerd. Rev••••• laow■Tor ceatin•• to incroai,.-

1
, ll'e-.r ... i ti■ul liner■ ean llertll at otll■r teratnala'.' 

j_ }'II / � to tile Ml l'MIGJSCQ "<i!mJ" for ■-u uta uod ta 
·•--=-- S7 

tlla rqeri • 
. 4" � 0 0 0 $ 0 Q Q $ =· tt $ 0 WIRELESS PIONEERS 

-�= � �'<lJl�,\\\\\»%\�\%\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\).\\\\\\\\\\\\\\�\\\\\\\\�W,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ........ __ .... ······ ....... . ... . 



" C" 

-DIRECTOR� Of MEMBERS-Roster 1:
R

�!:t
E

i
I 4 I . 4 I I 4 . _L I .. "I L ' .. 1#11 L .. 4 I L I .. ,!j. L 4 + O�DER 

This Ro•ter liata in SERIAL ORDER the 
PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS/RADIO TELEGRAPH· 
ERS in sequence order of their join
ing the SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS'. 

Each has been approved by our Member
ship and Credential■ Cooaitt•• and 
will be carried as "LIFE" membera wiU 
exception of tho•e marked with an 
asterisk(•) who haTe not reapondecl 
beyond beyond their initial contact. 
Those who do not respond rill be 
dropped in future issue•• Those, 
marked (D) indicates "SILENT KEYS" 
(With date if poasible) and rill b• 
retained on the roll of the Society 
in perpetuity. This is a prestigious 
group of "Profe&11ionala" that can be 
found nowhere else in the world. 

1. William A. "Bill" Breniman 
2. Cdr. Richard Jobn■tone (USN)R. 
3. Henry w. Dickow 
4. W. Earle Wohler
5. Frank Gei•el 

6. G. A. "Jerry" Whittaker 
7. Jl'red Mangel•dorf
8. Dr. A.. P. "Bill" Warnock 
9. Joltn "Jack" Slater 
10. Jia Caldwell

11. Ralph L. Hazleton
12. Rome Montle
13. C. w. "Bill" Larsen
14. David H. Freeman 
15. Jack A. Miehe 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 

21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 

31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 

36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 

41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 

46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
ISO. 

51. 
52. 
53. 

Manuel Goulart 
Clifford H. Cannon (SR) 
J. S. "Si" Knowles
William "Bill" S. Davis 
Butler "Barney" s. Osborne 

Ero Erick•on 
Gilson VanderVeer Willets
Jo•eph Spatafore
Peter J. Becker, Jr. 
Sydney J. Fa•s. 

Warren G. Si•p•on 
Bugh Compton 
George R. Mackin 
G. S. "Old Sam" Corpe 
Charle■ M. Morenu• 

Le1lie Comba (Decea■ed 6-15-68) 
Ernest E. Wolcott 
Gordon H. Pa•coe 
Merritt E. Arbuckle 
Ed. G. Ra•er 

J. L. Mccargar 
Lee O. Fassett 
Charles F. blake 
Clifton T. Nichols 
William "Bill" A. Vetter 

eorge S. Hubbard 
Thayl L. Haire 
Paul R. Fenner 
a.•olph c. Murray (.) 
Loyd Peek 

Lawrence v. White ( 0 ) 
o. R. Ander•on
W. C. Thoap•o11 
Ray Newby 
Howard S. Pyle 

Frederick E. Brinckman 
Robert L. Siap•on 
Alan Cormack 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 

56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 

61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 

66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 

71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 

76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
so. 

81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 

Eben "Eb" IC. Cady 
George R. Mullnix 

Joseph Fernandez 
Rudy A•plund 
Donald P. Newman (o) 
Rubert D. Broyles 
Walter L. Mitchell 

Roberts. Palaer 
Arthur c. Jacoby 
Mon L. Webb, Sr., 
P. E. "Phil" Thorne 
Stanley G. Taggaro 

Wallace H. Leland 
Mario J. Sapgna 
John J. "Mac" McCarthy 
c. L. Roy Cronkhite 
Arthur E. Ericson 

Richard S. Egolf 
Ben N. Lazaru• 
Grover w. Wizemann 
o. Frank Hartman
Oney A. Johnson

Carroll v. N. Steffen 
Paal R. Letsinger 
WilliAIII E. "Bill" Clyne 
Eugene H. Price 
Russel A. Estep 

Ronald G. "Ronnie" Martin 
Henry F. Wiehr 
H. S. Westerlund "Wea" 

Robert E. "Bob" Dalton (.) 
85. George Gordon Farmer

86. John B. Nelson 
87. John A. Stagnaro 
88. Vergne L. H oke 
89. Ray Meyer■ 
90. J hn N. Hurtt 

91. I. R. "Ike" Colbert 
92. Robert P. Brown 
93. Gerald A. E•tep 
94. W. R. "Walt" Schreiber 
95. c. H. Kesler 

96. Harold A. E•tep
97. Dr. Robert R. Cree■ 
98. Herbert c. Grundell
99. Harold J. Burhop 

100. Lor n G. D merritt 

101. Walter Alton•• 
102. Ed. S. Lamb 
103. William A. Hunting 
104. William G. Gerlach 
105, Howard D. King 

106. Saa Ga•zano (.) 
107. William J, Erich 
108. Ford King 
109. Ralph N. Chase 
110. il de Neut (•) 

111. Romer D. Jaggers 
112. William J. "Bill" O'Bri•n 
113. Ern••t D. Fabian 
114. George E. Perry 
115. Charle• M. Dunn. 

116. Walter R. Rathbun
117. Donald K. de Neuf 
118. Le•lie E. Grogan
119, Corwin R, Henry 
120. Archie D, Warnock 

····••1�----·

I 

121. ETerett G. Henry
122. Alfred S, Cre••• 
123. Lloyd J. Byar• 
124. Jo■eph E. Brockway 
125. MelTin E, Elli•on 

126. Ernest F. Wil••hurat
127. Raymond S, Kiab•rk 
128, William Hollis Hoffman 
129.(D) Ris;bai;:d E, Jeein• 8-28-1968 
130. William N. Hayton 

131. Earl F, Brand 
132. Charle• E, William• 
133, Walter A, hight 
134. Che•ter R. Fergu•on 
1315. William Free-n 

136, James T. Chamber• 
137. George R, McLeed 
138, Bernard W. LaFetra 
139. Armond». Brattland
140. Howard Cook■on

141. John T. Robin•on 
142. Edwin C. Garrette 
143. John T. Bray 
144. Herbert w. lrTing 
145, Dexter S, Bartlett 

146. Cadr. Wdlfred Munter 
147. Frank C. Cameni•ch, Sr., 
148. Joseph H. Hallock 
149. Robert B. Moon 
150. Faery L. Simp•on

151. William H. Hannah 
152, Arthur s. Mattes 
153. Lewis M. Clement 
154. George I, Coastock 
155. Luther B. Grove 

156. James F. Burnes 
157. Robert L, Shrader 
158, William W, Gaskill 
159. Herbert Welch 

160, Raymond F. Guy 

161. Robert G. Sidnell 
162. G. Paul Gray 
163. Walter L. Lachelt 
164. Irvin W. Hubbard 
165. Earle c. Foster 

166. Robert A. Wright 
167. Walter I. Matthel1'S 
168. Paul M. Jewell
169. Alfred H. Rowe
170. Lester F. Parnell

171. Stephen Parkans 
172. Dr, Walter M. Droadiak 
173. Emil A. Holgerson 
174. LeRoy M. Glodell 
175. Karl H. W. Baaralag 

176. Fred G. Roebuck 
177. Walter P. Rauch 
178. Eugene E. Eagle• 
179, Col. Haydn P. Roberta 
180. William Gal vea 

181 Rus•ell S. Onnsby 
182. Homer B. Courch•ne 
183. Arthur Enderlin 
184. Leon H. Ba1811lin 
185. Roy F. Prince 

186. Max v. Stout 
187. Kenneth G. Clark 
188. Charles J. Carr, Sr.,
189. Martell E. Montgomery

@ 190. Francis c. Dixon 

I 

I 
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191. 
192. 
193. 
194. 
195. 

196. 
197. 
198. 
199. 
200. 

201. 
202. 
203. 
204. 
205. 

206. 
207. 
208. 
209. 
210. 

211. 
212. 
213. 
214. 
215. 

216. 
217. 
218. 
219. 
220. 

221. 
222. 
223. 
224. 
225. 

226. 
227. 
228. 
229. 
230. 

231. 
232. 
233. 
234. 
235. 

236. 
237. 
238. 
239. 
240. 

241. 
242. 
243. 
244. 
245. 

246. 
247. 
248. 
249. 
250. 

251. 
252. 
253. 
254. 
255. 

2 of Roster - Continued) 

Jerome w. Belford 
Albert E. Snow 
Clarence A. Peregrine 
Lee R. McMahon 
Hedley B. Morris 

Louis J. Kleinklaua 
Benjamin Bernstein 
Otto J. Gooha 
James N. Gillaa 
Alfred K. Robinson 

Edgar v. Baldwin 
Ralph M. Hare 
Elmer G. Osterhoudt 
Lawrence R. Schmitt 
Alfred Dahlstnm 

Joseph E. Meditz 
Oscar T. Harrison 
Stuart E. Davis 
Stacy w. Norman 
Theron C. Van Patten 

John A. Hultquist 
George W. Chinn 
Reynold T. Warner 
William T. Stengle 
Robert G. Steadman 

Louis E. Jorquera 
Gerald E. Travis 
Charles w. Ashling 
Warren G. Clark 
Charles B. Buddecke 

Capt. John E. Waters 
Lewis D. Chilson 
Harold D. Haye• 
George Beater 
Cyrill H. Pemberton 

Cy. s. Brill 
Leslie F • Byrne 
George R. Dewing 
Keith Olson 
Carlo M. Marsano 

Frank H. Barstow 
Benjamin P. Lane 
Raymond L. Nantz 
Warren L. Green 
Albano Leal 

George E. Favre 
Joe H. McKinney 
Harry R. Lord 
Philip P .. Leigh 
Fletcher s. Abadie 

Charles B. Lee 
Charles H. Singer 
Gregory G. Monek 
James Boyd Faley 
Lester J. Tappan 

Andrew B. Lo·•·

Carroll Freeland 
Thomaa F • Clark 
Walter J. Butterworth 
F. M. "Sandy" Eaatman 

Thomas Appleby 
Haraden Pratt 
Joaeph P. Danke 
Charle• J. Munnerlyn, 
Edward G. Lindaay 

USN(R) 

Jr. 

256. Leater R. Burger 
257. Flarvey R. Butt 
258. Guy R. Entwistle 
259. Francis B. Greeley 
260. Thuraton A. Johnson

261. Harry Lindgren 
262. Henry Viggo Conradt-Eberlin 
263. Ernest c. Brelsford 
264. Stephen J. Kaider 
265. Charle11 R. Williama 

266. Paul E. Nyren 
267. Walter D. Smith 
268. John P. Brooman 
269. Charles R. Barker 
270. Charles F. Concannon 

271. Robert w. Ennis 
272. Carlos L. Potter
273. Carl L. Mason 
274. George w. Ahrens 
275. Dan L. Bonker

276. Martin J. Brozinski 
277. Frederic A. Lane 
278. Wayne H. Helfner 
279. Raymond w. Zerbe 
280. Paul R. DeChamplain 

281. Otto J. Krauss 
282. Guy R. Harden 
283. Victor H. FaU< 
284. Joseph w. Baker 
285. Henry E. Meyer 

286. Johns. Philbrick 
287. Irvine Finver 
288. David T. Weraen 
289. Richard A. Eisenberg 
290. James w. Exline 

PLEASE NOTE 

You will find members listed in 
ALPHABETICAL ORDER starting on Page 
60 - also "Active" call letters are 
includ■d. 

All members will be included in the 
next DIRECTORY EDITION of PORTS 0' 
CALL - SUMMER EDITION. 

THANK YOU 

of his "working" life• In the earl;r 
day• Eb and Gene kept ahips of the 
Robert Johnson Lumber Company operatin1 
but oft they were together for several 
weeks when fog or cargo tied up their 
ships - Gene on the Robert Johnson and 
Eb on the c. D. Johnson. Later (after 
many ships) Gene transferred to KFS at 
Lobitos where he worked the marine end 
and later PT/PT as receiving techniciai. 

Both of our members say that "Gene" 
was "tops" to work with. Death caae 
suddenly while on vacation to Lake 
County (Calif.). He leaves, wife, 
Isabelle and three children (all of 
them married). 11 3011 to you ••• O.T. 

MARIE GAZZANO 

Earle Wohler reported the passing f 
Member SAM GAZZANO•s wife Marie the 
evening of Sept. 14 1969 at Corte 
Madera, Calif. Members of the Society 
all join in sy■pathy and condolences 
to San and daughter Hedy. 

(;ARL "ANDY" ANDERSON 

Our member, Dexter s. Bartlett report, 
the passing of "Andy" on Christmaa eve 
from heart attack. Ancl;r· was well 
known in the Pacific Northwest and waa 
going to send in his application BEFORJ 
END OF THE YEAR. It never -• A 
salute to a swell guy - may the bar 
never be rough I 

GUY A KEMPER 

Guy was another old timer but not a 
member of the Society. Member Walt 
Schreiber from San Luis Obispo, report1 
the passing of Guy at Morro Bay in 
late August 1968. Internment at Stmse 
View Cemetery in Berkeley. Survived bi 
two sona and a daughter. 1130" O.M. 

.£ARDS OF SYMPATHY OR CONDOLENCE 

Please report illness or the death of 
any member or their spouse to the 
Society's Secretary, Mr. Eben K. Cady, 
2330 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, Cal, 
94061 so that he might send appropriate 
card or letter in the name of the 
Society. Copy of printed report 
would be useful in recording same on 
the pages of PORTS o• CALL or the 
WIRELESS PIONEER. 

"SILENT KEYS" �(
LESLIE COMBS - #31. 

",a:"';::;

_j

;:11. =------------------! 
''Lea" departed on his last trip on 
June 15 1968 when he auccumbed to an 
arterial operation in Red Bluff, Calif 
following several heart attack.a. He 
served most of his time on the Pacific 
Coast - the last ship being the S. s. 
CANADIAN BEAR, retiring about 1964 fro1 
active aervice and moving to Shasta 
County where he enjoyed the qlliet and 
tranquility of the· tall pin••• ''Le•" 
waa a good operator and a fine ahip
mate. He is survived by his wife 
Ellen and one married daughter. Sorry 
to aay "30" OM. 

RICHARD EUGENE "GENE" JENKINS - #129P 

Several me•bers reported the death ef 
Me■ber "Gene" Jenkin•, including R. R. 
Ferguaon who had worked with Gene fer 
aome 34 yeara at Lobitoa (KFS), alae 
Eb Cady who knew hi■ practically all 

CORRECTION IN LISTINGS; 

Please infonn "YE ED" if your listing 
is incorrect in order that suitable 
correction/• can be made in early 
editions of PORTS 0' CALL or the WIRE
LESs; PIONEER. While we try to exercia 1 
extre■e care - we are not infa:lible and 
regretfully, an occuional errer find.■, 
it• way into our col�. 

PLEASE MAKE THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION$1 

KIMBERK. RAYMOND S. P-127. Listed u 
"Kimber_!" OD P-33, lut POC. 

RAUCH. WALTER P. - PA-177 
Pleue correct ZIR'to read 91344 (net 
91644 .. liated). Allao ■dcl. HAM CALL. 
W&NR. SORRY ABOUT THAT n:LLO'l6 

WIRELFSS PIONEERS 
Bill Bo 



WIRELESS LINKS HAWAII WITH -MAINLAND· 
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DJ.TE LINE • • • • 1908 ILU> ••• WIRELESS HISTORY 
Tlli■ hi■terical liaking ef the .&aerie- Mainland -• 
Ha-ii -• c•-•-rated by a creup <•-ltera) ef the 
IOCIJ:ff OP' WIRl:Ll'.SS PIOIIIZRS, Sept. 6, 1911 whea th97 
Yi■ited the .w .. t Ceaat Stati•• at ''XPR" te pa:, h•-1• 
te t- eld tiaera - J.rthur labell luuadling the ke:, at 
"RU" in Reaolulu nea he -•• centact with X.wrence 
Nalarin at atatien "PR" ia Saa P'raaciace (feNnlllller 
ef preaent da:, "KPH". Thia-• the firat tiae direct 
contaet had eyer been -d• bet .. en the -ialand -• 
the Ha-iiaa Ialaada. Date - Oct. 1a 1901. 

Seciet:, •••b•r11 participatinc in the honorar:, "aafari" 
iacluded Richard Johnatene, Bill Breniaaa, Frank 
Geiael, Earl Wohler, ll'a•r:, Siapaon, Robert L. Shr9.der, 
Bernard w. IAP'etra, Jack Miehe, Howard Kins, Ra:, Newlt:, 
R.L. Siapaen, Lea Parkina, John J. McCarth:,, Lorin 
DeMerritt, Bodle:, B. Merri• - alao G. Paul Gre.:, aad w. 
a. "Bill" Ba:,ton wllo ao kindl:, finalised arrang•-nta.

Station "PH"_. erected in 1907 on Ruaaian Hill, San 
Franciace ahortl:, after the cr•at fire, and it_. at 
that tiae considered the aoat powerful station en the 
Pacific Coaat, with input power of abeut 15KW • Thia 
station in conjunction with "HU" (now KHK) -. Napea
aible for man:, earl:, wir•l••• di■tance recorda. 

Aboat 1 4M Oct. 12 1908 Marine Supt. Malarin whe-. 
then •erator at "PH" heard an unfurl.liar apark -11-
ing ", "" and signing "HO". He iaaediately anawered 
the call and then for aore than aa hour the Ruaaillll 
Hill atation conyeraed with Conatruction Engineer 
labell who that night had coapleted the work ef build-

g the "HU" station louted near the si to of the pre
aent high power atation at Kahuku for the Wireleaa; Tol 
egraph Co., Ltd., of Ila-ii. Thia contact-• a hia
torical milestone for it-• the firat time that ea-1 
and the Pacific Coaat had eyer beea linked b:, --• of 
the Wirel••• Telegraph. 

J.t approx1-tel:, 2055GMT, Oct. 12 11168 th• fell•wiac
initial meaaage _. trAAaaitted b:, atatioa "KPH" te 
Station ''KUK". · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

QUOTE - SVC KKK DE KPH 

GRu:TINGS TO HJ.Will FROM SOCIETY OP' WIRELESS' PIONIZRS 
TRIS COMMEK>R.ATES THE SIXTIETH AXNIVJ:RS.lRY OP' TIii: 

HISTORICAL FIRST WIRELESS CONMUNICATION, OCT. 12 1909 
BETWUN USA MilNLAND J.ND HJ.W.Alll BT LAWRENCE NALAllllf OP 

SAN FRANCISCO STATIOJI PH Olf RIJSSIAN/TELEGIU.PR HILL AND 
.lRTIIUR ISBELL J.T HONOWLU STATION HU AT lillUDJ HJ.W.Alll. 

TODAYS COMMUNICATION BICTWIZN Jl'RAH GJ:IS&L U STJ.TlOJf 
KPH J.T POINTRJ:Yr.S O:TING TRANSMITTERS AT BOLIH8 CJ.LIP 

WITH OPERATOR OP' RONOWLU STATIOJf CBI'. IN lillUKU HJ.W.Gl 
IS BEING >«>NYTORED BT MANY MEMIIER8 OP' WIRELESS PIONZD: 

J.SHORJ: J.S WELL AS ACTIVE SUJl'.lRING RADIO OPERATORS. 
TRANSITION OP' MARITIME COMMJNICATIONS FROM PRIMITIVE 

ltol SPJ.RK TRANSMITTJ:ll AND CRYSTAL DJ:Tl'CTOR TO l«>DJ:RJI 
TUIII: AND TRANSISTORIZl:D J:QUIPMDT IWl IIOT CR.UGJ:D TIii: 

BASIC MJ.JfUAL SYSTDC OP' WIREL&S8/IW>l0 TJ:LIIGJUPRT Bl' 
HIGHLY SKILLED OPERATORS lJIIO PSRl'SfflJ.ft TIii: TRADITIOII 

OP' DJ:DICJ.TJ:D SICRVICJ: TO C01'11Ulf1CATIONS AlfD SAPZ'l'f or 
LIPI: J.T au. n: BOJfOR .um SALUft BIWISPOUJIDIUII or 

, atlllu-a ar l'-"DIIMIIIHU 
I

ll'h• fellowinc repl:, -• receiYed frea th• -s--nt aad ataf� 

��- -������ -��-�. ��-��-� -��-���-����-�. ��!. ���! ..... . 
SVC KPH DE KRIC 122100Z 

.U.OHJ. FOOM HAWAII TO THE SOCIETY OF WIRELL'>S PIONEERS. ft .lRJ: 
HAPPY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COMMEMRATION OF THI: SIXTIEffl ANNIV1 

ERSARY OF THE FIRST IJIREL!'.SS COMMUNICATIONS BET'REN HJ.WJ.Il AND 
THE USA MAINLAND. ALL OF US PRESENTLY MANNIJfG THE x:ETS AT 

Ka ARE MERE YOUN�TERS IN THE RADIO CO>MUNICATIONS l"Il!UI 
RANGING P'ROM 20 TO 40 YEARS IN BRAS&- POUNDING'. .AILTIIOUGR NOT 

PIONEERS IN WIRELESS COMl«JNICATION, ft RDCEMBER TH
E 

THRILL OF 
OUR FIRST DX WORK, AND WE THINK WITH ADMIRATION OP' THOSE WHO 

HJ.VE PIONEERED IN WIRELESS, BROD DOWN THE BARRIERS, AND OPEN
ED UP J. FIIW> OP' ROMANCE. TO THE SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PlONEllRS 

J.ND TO ALL FORMER J.ND PRESENT BRASSPOUNDERS ASHORE .um J.T SU 
ft SEND OUR BEST WISHES AND A RE.lRTI '7:S. JCIII: 

-IDIIIINNIIIICIII_D_IIIIDIIIUIIIIIIIDIU-ll��IIIDI-IDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIII-IIIDIIIIII,

The event waa recorded in the pre•• ia both aaialaad ... ialand 
paper11. We are printing the releaa• b:, the Hoaelula J.dyerti••� 
of Oct. 12 1918 belew. 

Special thanka to MHa?'II. Lealie 0� Leigh, Walter W. Heftaaa, 
Bill Moen, Beb Saith, Hermaa Leellel and Gee. Gieaer of lllK fer 
their fin• cHperatioa. l:•d•• t• MeaB'II. Gre.:, Bl, Ba:,t••• 
Jlrand, Matth._ at RS/lPH. Maay thaak■ fell•- •• 7:S. 

ll�IDll-1111011 

1st Radio 

Message 

Is Recalled 

J.LL UAS. 7:S (S) SOCIJ:ff OP' WIRJ:LISS PIONJ:DS. (UIIQft) (�) h.L."8111" MeeN, .. b llait.11, h-.a LHHl -· ia bau:-
1:PH. p-e ... - Gee. P'. Gieaer. WU\WSS PIONURS 47 





1 ·WIRELESS PIONEER ''PICNIC''

FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT) 

CAPTAIN DOLLAR ESTATE 
AUGUST 17 1968 

WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA 

w.�."Bill"Vetter (40); Jack Slater (9); Russell Carroll (G); Sydney J. Fass (25); Barney w.

La Petra (138); Ray E. Meyers (89); Geo. s. Hubbard (41); Irving w. Hubbard (164); Mario J. Spagna
(67); Joesph Spatafor (23) Leslie F. Byrnes (227).

REAR ROW (LEFI' TO RIGHT) 

� Newby (49); W.Earle Wohler (3) James T. Chambers (136); John J. McCarthey (68); Eben K. Cady 54 
Wm N. "Bill" Baytoa (130); Chaa. H. Kesler (95); Frank c. Caaenisch (171); Emery L. Simpson (150); 
D. •• Thickena (G); Steve Parkins (147); Howard D. King (105); Dr. A.P." Bill" Warnock (8); Robert
L. Shrader (157); Frank Geisel (4); Richard Johnstone (G); Geo. H. Mullnix (55); G. A. "Jerry"
Whittaker {6); Walter L. Lachelt (163); Wm A. "Bill" Breniman (1); Thorn L. Mayes (G); Joseph P.
Danko (253); Charles M. Dunn (115) Richard "Dick" Johnstone (2).

THE SOCIETY OF 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 
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=- _CQ __ c_Q_C_Q __ s_._o_._w_._P_. __ "_CW_" __ NEW __ l
E 

� - By: Earle Wohler, (W6FS) �
Senior Vic• President - Wireless Pioneers 

In order that all our members, including those wh• 
are licensed aaateur•• be efficially informed, my contri
bution to PORTS o• CALL will coTer our newly formed SOWP 
11C1J11 net achodule and actiTities. 

The intent and purpose of a C1J net-• to enable tho■ 
interested to maintain a weekly contact for practice and t 
keep up on our Tery first method of wireless communicatio 
ie1 "DOTS AND DASHES". 

Expected proble- were encowttered 1 such aa frequen
cies, QRM from Tarious sources, time of day, and our old 
enemy "QRN"••• and we had them a plenty I 

A trial frequency of 3530 KC was selected. On Wednes 
day, Oct. 2nd at 7.30PM (PST) Dick John.atone "RJ" (K6FZ) 
sent out the first CQ, inviting all hands to take part in 
the S.O.W.P. schedule.

Twenty five members logged in from six states, 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Utah and Arizona. 

Suggestions to change the frequency came in by mail,
telephone and on the "Wireless". Some -re not able to 
obtain maximum efficiency on 3530 KC, and suggested we try 
3600 -- 3640 - 3650 -- up to 3800. 

Others stated that Wednesday night schedule broke up 
their social events. Others complained they missed their 
favorite TV programs. Others wrote in for a Swtday morn

ing CW net. Several suggested a "VOICE NET" instead of a 
"CW NET". 

The ide .. and suggestion■ of those in ether area a.re
aolicit•dl - alao those who weuld Tolwtteer to act aa; 
Chief Operater (at least initially) on such nets. Drop a 
liae to "RJ" on the aubject. 

are 
in, 
old 

On the Pacific Coast, we list over 100 members who 
licenaed amateurs and we welcome all of you to listen
log-in, and it will be a surprise to hear some of the 
timers "awing" those DOTS AND DASHES'.

73 - k-- oJ!.R.. iLai..ol<L -

� uf �;· W ,Fs"
#II- S,o.Vv' .. P. 12-6-l'N,8 

1��1DFF··rHERECORiF� 
o.t• •••'l<'•••••••'l<'••• ••••••••�� 

Ye Ed triea to publiah aucb information as he 
thinkarill be of interest to all member•• Frequent
ly newa i• furnished that i• hard for the Editor to 
decide whether it i• aent,in a senae,"off the rec
ord" and deaigned for information only, or i'• offer
ed for publication. Should you ever furnish aucb 
information which you do not want published, plea•• 
be sure to m.,-1<. it "OPF THE RECORD'," We oner wiah 
to of tend or get "caught" in auch ai tuatione where 
a member might feel that we have violated his or 
her confidence. We do not claim to be Simon Pure 
either but any eubmiaaiona indanded for publicatiom 
should meet with reaaonable limit■ of propriety, 
otharriae Ye Ed haa no alternative but conaign same 
to the rowtd basket. 

THANKS .... 

Laird Campbell (WlCUT) Managing
Editor of 11QS'l'11 published the 

So, as your Chief Operator reported to me, he had hia article below in the Oct. 1968 
problems, and would try and please everybody as soon as he iaaue of that paper IUlder heading 
returned from Tacation. On Oct. 16th, our Director, Jack "S'rUYS". Many of our members also 
Slater (W6WF) took over as "Chief Operator" (CO) and repor e ng to .lRRL and receiTe' QST _ a 
ed a good turn out. Then on Oct. 23rd, Bob Shrader (lf6BNB, au. . ty fine publication. See page 112 
was the "CO" and took care of the net in "ship-ahape11 manner 

The Oct. 30th schedule-• handled by "RJ" and severa 
announcements made in an effort to improve signal condi
tions and make net time more convenient to all members. We
changed from Wednesday to Tbruaday evening effective Nov. 
7th. A trial change to 3800 KC was made, on aeveral •11g
gestions but we ran into too much QRM and confusion. 
3800 there was a slight increase in aignal strength, 
was offset by QRM. In the 3600--3750--3800 bracket, inte 
ference from RTTY and mid-states plus East Coast waa very
heavy. 

"RJ" also told me that the Swtday ■orning net sugges
tion would be difficult, aa on both Saturday and SIUlday the 
air is "loaded" with nets, also the recent FCC regulation 

�Strays:11 
OST Congnitulat.. ... 

The recently-organized "Society or Wirelee.11 
Pioneen" invitea Lhoee who have held commercial 
radfo operat-or'e lioe.D.Nt and who, at one time or 
another, made their livin& handlina aom.mercial 
traffic, to join tbe orpnbation. The ITOUP publiabea 
a new11paper cbroniclln1 the newa or members, 
llhi1>1t and radio par, both old and modem, and
aneodotea a»d memorw.bilia of by•ione days. For 
more informalioo wriLe Frank Geiliel, Society or
Wireleu Pioneers, P.O. Bos 630, Santa Roea, 
Calitomia 96402. 

lfe thank you • • • QS'lt. 

We alao acknowledge some 
nice publicity from the 
"NORCAL" QCW.A. Newaletter, 
Howard Pyle's "QRP/ARC", 
Ray Meyers in L.A. Elcludn• 
er, S.F'. "GUIDE", RCAl.1a 
"REL.lY", Dick Barratt in 
San Jose News, Bill Hayton
at "KPH", The "1'orld11 and 
many many aore. THA:NKS I 

effective, Nov. 22nd would cauae more QRM en trequenci•• 1 1•�•--------"!"'M•----•--•-•----M•----r�.�-•�•---rw
fro■ 3525 to 3800 KC. This proved to be the case. 

The other night I was on and enjoyed a real old time 
contact with members and old friends, for instance, Jeeeph 
Knowles at Seattle (W.A.?COE), Bob Palmer at Bothell Waaha., 
(1f7RD), Sydney Faas (W6NZ) at Berkeley, Ike Colbert W6DQI 
at Hemet and aeveral others, including "Doc." McCarthy 1'6 
at Stockton ••• It waa great to hear the fieta again of 
theae old timers ••• and we -lco■e all ■e■b•rs t• drep in. 

It waa auggeated that - haTe a achedule eyery nicht 
of the -•k• Such a plan would be difficult to -intain, 
but there would be no objection if an:, licensed -i»er 
would like to proceed, and -nitor a cw.net. 

.A. leok into the tutu.re ia fer the deTalopaent an• 
eatabliah■ant ot a net on the Eaat Ceaat, another 1a th• 
■id-weat and perhapa a "croaa-country11 net. Ho-Ter, there 
are froquenci••• time of day, difference in time and other 
factors to be cenaidered. Thia ahould appeal ts th••• 
who are equipped with the neceaaary and YDried frequenciea 
an• time ts haadle a11cll. propoaed nata. 

Congratulations . •• 

Wo -uld like ts take this ecaaaion to cengratulate o 

TH!l OU> OLD TIMERS CLUB in recording their ana tho11Simdtll 
(1000) -ll•r• Wo think Jloaaral. Raymond Guy, Fredi J. 
Elae.r, Bert Gulble, Fred C:. cro-ll Jr., are doing a tine 
j•b•' Dlo latoat iasue of "SPARK GAP TIM!'.S" waa a very 
eajoyalll• edition. Al•• pl ... ing to note that the "BLUE 
BOQI(" 1a finally on ita -Y• Jfe one can appreciate, -
tlaaa ''Yo U" tit.• trea••••• --t of -rk that aucll. a 
ceapilatien reqairea ••• •• heartfelt ''kwl••" te OOTS•s 
DEDIC.A.TED E-ice R. Dleapaea and Rob Roy.• Yo11 will note
tut ■aJQ" ill 8111' Seciety alas belong ts your fine ergan-
i-tioa. 

/J. ,/ ,, 
7:S'• {J;/J � 
Willi- .A.. Breniaan (Ya Ed) 

PORTS 0 1 C.&LL & 
wnu:IESS PIONEER. 
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Would You/ Believe p, 
Oa• •f tile-• IMlaa e&ll eaoh 
•ther (l\aa jars••>•

Oar ge•d -■ber Arilu1r Natt••, 112-Y .... Q a •rM•
woN pa■ale (■aat u-n takea a l•t of ti■e OM) -tl.7 
ele•trenio, rirel•••/""i• aa•-■ tera■ takft fre■ tlae 
radio field. See if :,eu ... -I'll:'! Aaa-ra appear•• 
Pap - -

ll�IIDIIIUHIIIIC-IDII-IC-Clllll■lfflllC-.0!11-Cl-.allut 
.U:IIOSS 

l. 
5. 

Syabel for plate -terial ef 182 tube. 
Clu• of a■plifi•r •perat•d oT•r lin•ar pertioa of 
curTe. 

6. DNl• froa (T•ltap diTid•r>
I. P'requenc7 ■eftlation (.U,br.) 
11. Tube te atabili■• Tolet&p (Ablr.)
13. TJ,,• oond•naer uaed ia ban•-apread tuai•&•
17. c-•n plated fiDiah f•r radio oeapon•nta.
21. Syabel fer t•ll11ri-. 
22. The refleotor ia a Ilea■ aateana ia pla••• ia th• • , 

•f the Nldiat•r•
24. Iateraational diatre•• •all 
2:1. Tb.i• ■-t be done whea hearins 24 aore•••
21.· Actioa of an anto■--
30. Direot traaa■iaaion (Abbr.) 
31. Jfay,- atati•• f-.. f•r ••••inc ti•• aip.
33. l.arl7 t,-pe of c.w. Tra-1tter.
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
31. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
:n. 
53. 

R•pert of ahipa peaiti•• 
Variable reaiator (Allbr.) 
latenaitt•nt traaa■iaaiea (Abbr) 
n •• of r.f. enera fre■ a trana■itt•r. 
Coa-nrt d.c. inte r.f. or a.e. 
Th•uaand o,-clea (pl). 
"XYL" ••-'- -e refined. 
DiTide � (Alpbra) 
Signal reperting a,-ate■• 
Filter aoiae (Abbr) 
Co■ponent of bo- antenna 
Syabol for rubidi1a 
"box-car" for ••• and. 

54. Unit of energ,-
57. Variable pelarit7 ourrent.(A) 
58. We -aae it in our Title.
62. Filter f•r paaaing a &iT•n

band of frequonci•••
64. 
65. 
a&. 

FCC uaea th••• 
Prefix of ■e•-ce ·••t 
8,-■bol for ••leni1a.

68. QRU •r •ld Nay,- ZJCN - ao ■ore
tNlffie f•r 7•• OM.(Jarpa). 

10. Jl'ml•ti•n of atas•• f•llowins 
er,-atal ••eillater.

72. Rotton aendins (A)
73 • .lRRL -ber• rill ree•pi•• 

tllia Abbr. <c-. Offie•r). 
75. Jl'unction of tapped bl• .. •r -

JfegatiT• /reaiato 
lAaTiDg tho d•clr,. lla-n ... t •f 
1ype •f iateratap ••-,li•&• 

76. 
71. 
80. 
8:S. Tllrnins ani t of NUr •r "-

84. 
111. 
87. 

88. 
81. 
90. 
tl. 
13. 
111. 

aateana. 
Syabel f•r nickel. 
Uaed ■oatl7 •• SSB. 
Syabol f•r plate -t•rial •f 
2:10, 354 and 806. 
Lew-Le-nl aaplifior. 
Screoa-sri• ■-d-.J.atioa (A). 
Reao-■t line (A) 
lles•••rati•• ••ila. 
Req•••t. 
l'il .. (A). 

t?. Unit of •t•rage batte17 
n. ICleotreatati• alai•l• bet-••

sri• aad plate •f tube.CA).
••• aa..-.
102. T• _.t. 1'ft 
lN. 1'req11eae,- littl• .... bef•r•/ 
lot. Mit•rial - •f "ft• Aaei-t 

Naria•r • ••• "Y • • • " • � 
10'7 .... i• Clffi••ra eall .. tlai•• 
1oa. Claa• •t a■plifi•r ritla •.-r

atiq aasl• •f lN• 
- lot. J'inal ataa- et :,011r t ...... Ut 

1a. 
17. 
11. 
lt. 
•• 

2,. 
•• 

21. 

2t. 
32. 
34. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
46. 
47� 
41. 
so. 

52. 
SIi. 
... 

sa. 

lit. 
60. 
11. 
az. 

3. 
4. 
•• 
1. 

a. 

a?• 30" � tile •eapaa•• 
Syabel f•r nooa. area. 
._tear■ ia 11TlliN Diat. eall / 
J:ad of ■N-P (ff •-•ti- u"
Polarit,- whioh attNeta 

olo•trou. 
9. Your aending ia 11Nltod 11 b,- thi••
10. A■plitieatioa fa•t•r

T•l'II •-ti- ... t•r ••ta •r inatallatioaa. 
.letl•• •f a ■-pot - a pi•o• ef irea. 
Li••-.. ••Dlli■c/re•eirtas ... ipt at si..,.. 
leeati•• - rec. 
A■atnr ju1t- (bezoar-eed•) te "Tr,-". (q) 
&l••trea eaitt•re ia ,,.._ tube. 
Vari .. ia ace•Naa•• ritla a particular -Tef•l'II• 
Ch•ekiq tr.aaaiaai .... 
Gea•Nl -11 aipal • 
Static ••-ti■N ••- •MhNa. 
ICqllipao•t t� •• 
Wut th• tub• plate did t• tla• po-r a-,pl7 
oarront. 
s,-.t- •f ••-i-tiona. 
T,-pe of bea■ ut•■--• 
c. ...... r ratias• Ubbr.) 
latel'llffi■t• floequeae,- aei•• (Abbr). 
Ceil - •••• ... •r •ireuit (Abbr.) 
Ate. - Abbr. 
Retatiq -•haai- (Allbr.) 
Deli-nr P•-r to a lou. 
s- -t•ura u• a ••• tet ••cillat•r• 
P•ri .. •f ti■• (Te u -tiona it tre .. •atl7) 
Syabel f•r ••ri-. 
2-lutio- per ■iaiate (Abbr.) 
Start ••Nia&• (e .. •)
C•ila •fa tNln■f•l'll9r (ai■cular)
Reaiataace •• .,1 .. (Abbr.)
Unit• of a 1 ... aoi• batter,-. 
ICl-ont plac•d hotwo•a aer••n ¢d aad plat• 
Baad.-1&• freqaeae,- (Abbr.) 

(Contia11N - r9"'N. Sid•) (Ditt• ....._ra) 
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"DOTS and DASHES" 
*************** 

By the "President" -- • - • ·--..
Your Society of WIRELESS PIONi� waa born on

January 13th 1968 during a luncheon at the Green 
Mill in Cotati. 

Bill Breniman leaned over and said, "Dick, 
What do you think: of 1&:f idea to form a pioneer 
wireless operator's association"? 

"Sounds good to me,Bill.,I am all for it" I 
replied. So B,ill Bren1-an, one of those human 
dynamos,did not waste any ti.ae,but started the 
ball a rollin'--there and then. 

In less than ten montba the Wireless Pion
eers have some 275 members enrolled in the 50 
states, from Coast to Coast. 

Ea.ch mem.ber has,at one time,held a go'Yern -
ment license or has served aboard ship or Coast
station engaged in handling CODlllercial wireless
activities. 

When the m.ajority of our members first bec
ame interested in the WIRELESS---the word ·RADIO 
was unknown.It was WIRELESS,and as such we des
ire to remember it with pride. A pride befitt
ing those who are entitled to belong to thia
WLdlL&S� IONEJ::R.S organization,that they can 
justly claim. 

During our first year we enjoyed three 
worthy events. Our organizational meeting on 
May 4th at Cotati. Then came the picnic at 
Walnut Creek on August 17th. Then a sojourn 
to the Radio Corporation of America station 
at Bolinas,then to Point Reyes station KPH 
on Septemmer 6th. 

These three events have been well covered in 
our PORTO' CALL and the N�WS-LBTTER. Both these
pulllications are finer than any we have ever seen.

The credit all goes to our Executive Vice-President
William A.Breniman. 

Just 47 years ago a young cha� with� bettered
suitcase came into the R.C.A. Marine office at 109
Steuart street,San Francisco,and proudly presented

·his brand new Radio license. Somehow I �eel t�t
Frank Geisel never did forgive me for giving hill

his first job on the steam-schooner WAPA14A and·a

25 cent package of Mother Sill.'s Seasick Pills.
In 1967 Frank retired as manager of the RCA sta
tion KPH,and now as V�ce-President of Membership
and Credentials is doing a wonderful job for our
Society of Wireless Pioneer■•

52 

Personally I made certain that copies of the

PORT o• CALL were sent to the President's of all 
other Radio groups,as 11any of our member• also 
belong to these associationa. We enjoyed several 
complillentary acknowledgement'•• 

My year aa the firat President of the WIRE
LESS PIONElllS is rapidly colling to a oloae and. 
I most sincerely thank and congratulate the 
officera,the direotora, &114 the entire ■eaber

■ip for naki.ng thia a notewo� auocessful 
addition to a:, aoae 61 year• actirity ill the., 

Deo 2 1968 

ic:r 
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"DOWN" CROSSWORD QUESTIONS (Fro■ P9«e - 51 ) 

IIIIDI-IDIIIINHIIIIDIIIHHINIIDIIIINIIIIIIDN-UDI-IIIDI-IIDIIIIHIIIIDIIIIIIIUIIIDIIIIHUIIII 

6:S. "Jfothins doing" (111111 "IMx-oar" jargon). 
••• Hoi■e liaitor 
67. spo-• of No. 44 aero■■•
19. Lepl required p_.r to carry•• .. u.tactory

contact.
71. Metric (Abbr.)
72. Variable directioa bo .. antenna■•
7:S. T,.-pe of battery tbat can bo recharged. 
74. Laainated iron ■action■ ot tran■to�r
76. Special type of rectifier circuit (Abba.)
77. Inductance unit (Abbr.)
78. c.w. ■ipal quality.
71. Eaterins port or aoaias along■ide dock.
81. Tran■former■ in ■tage■ bot .. ea 1..■t/2- doteator.
82 0 You .... to h� -u.- OTer the air betwe•• 

A-l•n and Lo■ Angele■•
86. Excitation keying las (Abbr.)
81. You need both ■ondiq and reaeiving •••• to

a-1■sion a ■tation.
90. Radiatio• -t•r (Abbr.)
12. Low-lo■■ dioleatria (Ab!ir)•
M. Moat ■hipboard ■tatio-■ -■ed t .. of th••• tor

U'IUUl■i■■ion purpo■H. Ocoaaio-lly ■o■• -■ad 5,
N. Doable
98. Rosret (boxaar aodo).

100. Y•• •-d thi■ ••er-- to s•t tar in oloatronio■•
101. Prefix ot a ••■■age •• which ■ead.- pay- tor

reply.
10:s. Symbol for erlti-
lO>i. Marine wirele•• abbr. for 15-11 and 45-MI 

llinute■ after tho bour period■• 
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Ck-oss-word An/s'wer;s 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE .ANSWERS1 - -'CROSS

l. T01 15. "C"1 6. Tap1 I. nh 11. YR1 l:S. BANDSET1
17. CRROMIUll, 21. TZ, 22. u.R, 24. 808, 215. QRT 
71 • RAD IA TES , :SO• DT 

1 
:Sl • llfSS, 33. .Alie , :S:S ffl

:sl • Rlll'.O, a?• IT, 38 • C.lHRIER, :SI• OSCILLAft, 4:S �
44. OW 1 415 • J'-'CTOR, 41 • RST t 47 • ffl, "8 • lCLl:MZlft' 1 151. U, 15:S. l'.S, H. J:RG, 15T. -'C, 58. WIRl:UCSS
12. BAJIDPASS, 14. RI, 15- CDE, II-SE, II-al,
'79-.u«PLin, 72-RS, 7:s-acN, 75-DITIDl: 1 71-JI01 
71..QTO, 80-IHDUCTIVE, l:S-IIOTATOR

1 
84-JIL, 15-P'OB,

1'7-TA, II-PU, 11-SGN, to-RL, 11-Ticn.&aa, t:s-.AD:,
,s-o�, 17-c&LL, N-BQ, �um, 102-oa1tna, 
les-aY, lN-D ll'.lll, 1.-,-on, lN-A, 1-..PA. 

DOIDI 1 1 t t BIWW. 
2-0■, :S-DE, 4-11'.&1 ._TIIRSU, 7-'llt .,,., e..Jl'IST 
1 .... , 12-RIGS, 1"-.U'TJUCT, 15-STAfl-- 11-TIII, 
17-CATIIOiaS, 18-ll>DOLAftD, 1�11119, a-<:Q, 
2rRI, »-iw::xa, 21-11m, .n-soc, -..saau 
u-c•, ,.._xn, n-i.c, 41...AT, ..._., .,..aa,
•t-LU, N-DA, 1�11:, II-UN, M-&l, A-SIJIDIXG
lt-llC, .._Lll:ADCKLLI, U...SUP, ,.__,., 11-BD,
I .... ILll:JICD, 17-0N, le-mJIIJaJJI, 71�, 7::&-.IIOT.&Jrl'I, 
71-aTOJtAGll: 1 7"-CODI, 'N-ft, 71-1101'K, 71..QTP, 
11-xn, U-YOICU, N-a:L, ae-am, --IIOAD
-�. ...... ....... �. 1-.., 101 .... , 
le1-81, 1..,_.P.' 

(C...il .. � ...... Artlaar ...... ). 
WIRELESS PIONE.ll\S 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 

The Society has proceeded very slowly 
in conferring any HONORARY MEMDERSHIPS --
in fact none to date. We feel that those 
so honored should be worthy of this recog
nition to make this investment meaningful, 
and like charity - perhaps we should begin 
at home. We have quite a few members who 
have certainly contributed in a large mea
sure to the growth of wireless and electr
onics since the embryonic days of the co
herer and the open gap. 

Nominations and sponsorship are in 
order for any individual you feel should 
be so honored. Please furnish dossier 
covering pertinent details and reason for 
sponsorship. The Society will take such 
under consideration - sending the names to 
our Board of Directors for full consider
ation, vote and disposition. 

Several members have requested member 
ship stationery so we have made it avail

able. We have been quite surprised at the 
demand for same. 

\Ve will continue to furnish top qual
RAG BOND letter heads with matching n 
of envelopes at the following prices: 

40 -- $1.00 
100 2.50 

Please allow time for processing ( We 
are sometimes temporarily out of stock) in 
waiting for deliveries from our printers. 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES CAN VOTE! 

SHALL WE INCWDE THE WORD 
"PROFESSIONAL" 

IN TITLE OF OUR NAME? 

Member Bill Davis (19-P) says 
"I got to thinking over the Society's 
name and wondering if the name we now 
fully identifies the group in REAL 
CHARACTER ?1? 11 

"What I mean is this. A group of 
amateurs, of the early days, could and do 
identify themselves as "wireless pioneers 
or even a group of early experimenters. I 
recall a song back in about 1915 titled •• 
"HELLO HAWAII ••• •GIVE ME A KISS BY \VIRE 
LESS• when first trans-oceanic wireless 
"came in". 

Since our elite group consists of 
"PROFESSIONAL" wireless/radio "TELEGRAPH 
ERS" -- the two words "Professional and 
Telegraphers" should be incorporated 
our name, ie: 

THE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL IVIRELESS 
-----TELEGRAPH PIONEERS 

"Ye Ed" will be glad to check the 
reaction of this proposed amendment of 
our name. It looks like the woods are 
getting "full" of pioneers. Perhaps we 

should be more specific? Mark your 
comments or suggestion - "NAME CHANGE" 
and mail to this crusty old mariner. 

- 30 -

CALL FOR DUES •••• • 

We mentioned this subject way back 
on page 2 I think it was. Perhaps afte 
readin� this far you have forgotten all 
about it. '!his memo given me by my favo 
ite Chinee Laundry fellow made me think. 

Our Constitution and By-Laws permit

�
\� , -yr:- � itt all "PA" members to vote. This is to � J :JP_ clarify any misunderstanding of those in 

?%: this classification of memberllhip. Unfor- � '- I I\'- I I I'-
tunately one of our circulars ---�'iiiii,E''"ii;j::-- (no tickee - no washee) 

did indicate this restrict-
Allassame me too 7 

/ ....... �
��

ARCONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPH COMPANY
/� 

�
� 

\ MERCHA 
�Acortc COAST o1v1810N 

Of AMERICA
L. . ..NT8 EXCHANCE BU ._ ILDINC, SAN FRANCISCO 

I
� / NOTE:-Opera1ors muse fill 

STATION REPORT
'/ / ., 

out lwo copies of this rPport each trip o d b 

LOW}NST,,EIN / / / / / / / /
n 

'"�••m•;•
h
•O;ra1lnQ�pertmen11n,�1o,/ 

/ / 
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When we start work on a new edition of PORTS 0 1 CALL 
we wonder if we haTe enough material to make it interest
ing and we perhaps indulge in some luxury in the use of 
space. As we go along, we start to wonder if we will 
have sufficient space and at the end we feel somewhat fus
trated and embarrassed that many items submitted have not 
found their way in print. So, it seems, our problem is 
one of omission. Some fine material this time from the 
following members did not find sufficient apace at the end 
to include. Our appologies and the promise that they wil 
be put "on top" for the next edition of P.O.c. Messrst 
Ralph Hazelton, Ed Razer, c. R. Ferguson, Ray Kimberk, 
George Mullnix, Ralph Chase, Art Erickson, Fred Bri 
George Beater, Dick Egolf (fine fotos), Earle Wohler, 
Dexter s. Bartlett and probably others I have overlooked. 

PORTS O• CALL is the official publication of the SOCIETY 
OF WIREL.ESS PIONEERS. It is not published for profit and 
restricted in circulation to members only. A few extra 
copies are available for exchange and members may send 
complimentary copies to those interested in becoming mem
bers. Editor of Ports 0 1 Call is William A. Breniman. The 
Assistant Editor is Dexter s. Bartlett. Unfortunately we 
have been unable to use "Old Barts" service this issue but 
hope to in future editions. 

PORTS 0 1 CALL and the WIRELESS PIONEER are �O�UR��ILJ.ll�<A.l�i.Q.o.> 
so to make them of greatest interest to all members - your 
ideas and suggestions are solicited. 

"THE NIGHT BOAT" 
THE NIGHT BOAT by George W. Hilton - 1968 (LOC No. 

68-55070) $12.50. PUBLISH
ER! Howell-North Books, 1050 

Parker Street, Berkeley, Calif. 94710. 

THE NIGHT BOAT is a beautiful book, just publishe•• 
and one that every Nautical buff will want for his book 
shelf. The book is printed on beautiful gloaa-, with 
some 495 illustrations, two of which are in color. It is 
also embellished with 55 "Stanton" drawings, which are 
revered in marine circles and calculated to evoke nostal
gia in all those with salt-waster in their veins. 

Author Hilton covers 18 of the largest lines in his 
book, particularly those along the New England coast, 
the Great Lakes region, and the memorable SF-LA and Sac
ramento RiTer runs. The Seattle-VancouTer boats also 
come in for full coverage. 

We have enjoyed the book Tery much and do not hesita e 
to reconanend it to our readers. It is now available at 
book stores or can be 4rdered from the Publishers. Pleas 
tell them, if you order ••• POC sent you. ro. 

S S WAPAMA -"WMG" 
The wireless room with call "WMG"' has been "home" to 

many members of our Society from the days the Steam 
Schooner WAPAMA was lalDlched in 1915 until she left the 
coastrise lumber trade and finally came to dock in the 
San Francisco Maritime State Historic Park. 

SeTeral members including, Ere Erickson, Fred Mangel 
dorf, Bob Palmer and others thought that perhaps the 
Society ahould make a project to having the original type 
transmitter/receiTer installed on the Wapama with suitabl 
plaque or memorial notation which might include the names 
of those who have served aboard her. 

We haTe been in correspondence with Mr. Karl Kortum, 
Director but correspondence has "bogged down". Several o 
o:f Officers haTe also contacted Mr. Kortum or Burch incL
uding Messrs. Johnstone and Dickow. We hope that some 
arrangement can be worked out ri th the Statte. Meanwhile 
suggest all members who have serTed on the SS WAPAMA send 
information to us including dates they were aboard and 
also who they relieved or who relieved them plus any othe 
data they can recall. We'll keep this project on the 
"fire". 

"FRIENDS" OF THE PIONEERS

"YE ED'S" chubby little fingers arn•t what they used 
to be ••• lack of control I guess ••• they wander all oTer 
the keyboard. Sometimes when I read back what they have 
put down in type, I can hardly believe my eyeal Anyway, 
with all the copy that goes into a work of this kind, ther 
are bound to be errors and we appologize for them. In 
checking back, I find for example - Page 10, Bob Palmer's 
article - we start off talking about Paul Puget•• Sound as 
being "Pu�ent"! Perhaps it is, but the worst error is one 
of dates (Page 22 Col. 2) It was Nov. 30 1918 instead of 
1916 that the U.S. NAVY purchased the former Marconi rentar------------------------------l 
equipment. ON PAGE 27 in Member Ero Erickson's fine 
article we tried to make a good "Swede" out of Skipper 
Carlsen by insisting his naae be spelled "Carlson". Regret 
Probably others will crop out. All I can say is Sorry I 

DICEOW'S SODE* 
We regret to report a recent note from our good memb 

and Chairman (Award'• Conmdttee) that he will not be able 
to complete his project(•) TALES OF THE WIRELESS PIONEERS 
which is a wonderful collection of atories of the old time• 
wireless operator& the world OTer. He inform& us that he 
plans to send the entire collection to the SMITHSONIAN 
INSTITUTE for their Cormnmicationa Section. We are extr
emely sorry. Only wish there was some way the SOCIETY OF 
WIRELESS PIONEERS aeuld underwrite the projeot, however o 
fund& will not perllit. GiTen time, we could probably put 
them all in PORTS 0' CALL. Knowing the SMI'n!SONIAN rill 
probably not uae auch of the -terial, we hope some of it 
can be released for publication in future editions of our 
member publications. Our sympathy to Henry Dick-. We 
know what an important goal the publioation of this book 
would haT<! been and i ta -aning to hi.1110 He h- been one 
of the real old timera - active, articulate and dedicated. 
We hope ''Dick" fools the -dica and can someway coaplete 

is wonderful project I lfe are with you Dick I 
54 

Our Constitution and By-Laws restrict membership in 
the Society to only those who halve at some period in thei 
liT<!s, earned their living handling comercial traffic by 
wireless/radio. 'Ibis "Simon-Pure" concept rulita out 
some very :fine people who would like nothing more than be 
a member of our organization. Many of the• haTe been so 
closely connected or aaaociated with members in allied 
positions that it see- they should be members but -- ha 
aet up our rules on a stringent baais (which appeal to 
most members) and if we were to accsept them, setting up 
otheT classifications etc., as a subterfuge, it would 
violate the ethics and integrity of our organization. 

While the following indirlduals are not eligible to 
join, the Society salutes and honors them aa bef.Aa� 
those we would like to haTe as members if conditions 
perndtted1: '!born L. Mayes, Mr and Mrs. Ralph Heintz, 
Eugene M. Baker, Peter B. Schroeder, Robert If. Merriam, 
(mrector The New England Wireleas Museum), Mr. Bernard 
s. Finn, Curator (Smithsonian)• There are others we will 
name and compliment from time to time. 

ANNUAL MEEl'ING - CRUISE We hope all membera rill aend 
� in their reservation form to 
join ua at VII.J'..Al CHARTIER, San Mateo, Calif. on Feb. lat 
1968 at ll.30A1'1. Tab is $3.00. Reservation& required -
send to Seoretary, Eb Cady 2330 RooseTelt Ah, a.ctwoo4. 
City, Calif. 940tll. WiTea inTited. 

WfRELESS PIONEERS 
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ABOUT 

DIRECTORY LISTINGS 

Ne,� Members 

************ 

200-P ALFRED K. ROBINSON "AL" (AL} 
n-1, Box 781, Escondido. CA. 92025 
W: Edna. T:NR, 11-IVGCN, M•AJm.L, ARTA 
BIARC. EOO: 1918-AOM, WATSON/WAW, 

188-P CllAIU....5 J. CARU,(Jr.)(Garnett} SOS: 1919-SS SOS: 1919 SS SEWICKLEY. 

1841 Palo Verde Ave., Long Beach, A. Ham radio made news 1964 when Al's 

90815. Tl'II: 213/596-7Qa7• IIAM: Call station assisted in getting serum t 

Pending. SINE: "JC", EOO: 1918 _ SS. 5-year old in Temuco, Chile which 
The "SUMMER EDITION" 1968 ( V-1 , No.2) of SACHEM _ WQU • M: NL. 

saved eyesight. R/Now on avacodo 
PORTS 0 1 CALL contained the Directory '-��=�����;.:._��===:--:::-=:-:==-1--�ra!n�oh��o�u�t�s�i�-d�e!:...._!Es�c�o�n�dt1�·d�o�•�------l 
of members to and including No. 160.The 89-P MARTELL E. �IONTGONEUY "MONTE" 
WIRELESS PIONEER published in Sept.1968 11672 Wembley Road Rossmoor ..L,o_s_ 201-SGP EDGAR V, BAUJ\VIN •"Jled" (8N) 

730 Chenery St., �.�4131. recorded NEW MEMBERS from 160 to and Alamitos. CA, 90720. T: 213/430-8013 
including No. 187. Sine - OY. (Annie} EOO: 1924 - WPE. W: Phyllis. T: 584-3394. II: WB6QAT 

EOD: 1913 - CITY OF PAIU. Much Navy 
time and exp. Federal/Mackay/I'IT 
Man assi nments R-1965 as DSM 

This Edition will not duplicate the 
listings already furnished as copies o 
POC has been furnished all membera and 
most all members have received copies 
of the WIRELESS PIONEER as well. We 
will confine this edition to the new 
members of the Society. 

We hope to make t e next edition of 
PORTS O• CALL -- THE DIRECTORY ANNUAL. 
listing all members and perhaps pic
ture, of all members if we can obtain. 
(�lore about this later). Members whoa 
address have changed lrill lte listed 
below. 

LEGL.'ID SEO IN DIRECTORY 

SGP - Spark Gap Pioneer 
P - Pioneer 
V - Veteran 

T: 'felephone 
IV: Wife 
U: Ham Stn. 

PA - Professional 

M: Member of 
•• NOT FURN 

��
o

�
i� 

t
� •l:s!.�. _

K6H)I M: VWOA Life ARnL OOT IEEE 

190-V FRANCIS C. DIXON "DDCK" (DI} 
1970 McKinney Way,. Apt.12-D, � 
Beach CA. 90740. T-213/596-2824. 
H: W6KE, Kll6AE. O: IEEE VWOA 
EOD: 1927 - SS PHYLLIS - KFGR. (Doe) 

Also flew on "China Cl 

191-PA JEl!OME W, IIEU\llID "JERRY" 8E 
instry Road, Gardiner NY 125 

T:NR. 11:NR. EOD-1945 SS COLABEE HS 

192-P ALllERT E. SNOW "AL" (SU) 
Freeman Lane, RR-1, Box 327, �. 
Cape Cod, MaJ10. 02653. ;l55/2486-617 
IVlRZ,(Xtra Gr Ham Lie.) W:(Jeanne); 
EOD: 1915-SY Halcyon KYK. Torpedoed 

202-SGP RALPH M. HARE ( RII} 
4175 Heitz Way, Calisto

f
a. CA.94515 

T: 707/942-4309. H:Nil RH-1908) EOD 
J.ll. Stetson - 1913. NPI at Farallon 
Islands durin ww1.

"EO" (EO 
eri an Lane, Ga en Grove, 

c.uJ.L. 92640. T: 714/539-2357. 
E: Mabel. EOD-1920 SS ROSE CITY/IVWR. 
H:Nil (6N\V 1919) Operates Mail Order 
Biz - radio (10¢ for cat,) Keeps him 
bus 

on USS Ticonderoga by U-152 off Azo 204_SGP LA\Vl!ENCE R, SCIOO'IT ''Larry"(CI) 
1918• PO Box 1114, Naples, Florida.33940 

193-SGP CLAREJ\CE A, PUIBGIIINE "PERRY" (COS) 6-27-1912; EOD: 1912 - SS 
R.R.l, Palisade, Colo, 81526. T: NL Jefferson/KOJ. 11:"Hl (CI-1911) Serv-
W-(Marjorie) Sine-PE, F.OD: 1914 - SS ed on many ships. SOS: SS CREOLE 

e · e IV 1-26-1918. USN-War ,vears, Morkn.un-
NR - Not received NF - Not Furnished. Kleinschmidt (Teletype Cprn)l922/57 

l
---------------------1 194-V LEER. McMAIION "MAC" (MC) H: X-IIIB X-ARflL. 2180 Briarcliff, Beaumont, Tex.77706 t--=-";...;;;=.__=-==-------------1

T: 713/892-9341. \V: Mildred. II: 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS WA5NLH. EOD: 1929 - SS SEA THRUSH -

i-------------------1-____:l�VBC�IV!..,_ M• ARHL 

205-V A.LFl!J::D DAHLSTRUM "AL" (AD) 
14367 Anola St., Whittier

) 
CA.90604 

T:NL. H: Nil (W6DIK-1930 H: X-ARRL 
EOD: 1926 - SS PARISHINA UFCCo • WIZDIANN I GROVER W, P-73 

Moved to: 219 - 48 States Mobile 
Park, Pleasantville, N.J. 08232 

195-P HEDLEY ll. HORRIS 0L5) 
141 Hill Path, r.orte Madera, CALIF', 
94925. T: -US/924-1463. H:Nil. EOD: 
KPH - 1920. Radioman 1st Cl. on USS 

WES'l'EULUND 1 H.S, "WES" P-83 ZEPPELIN (NICK) 1919. Served on Mc-

206-PA JOSEPH E. �IEDI TZ "JOE" (JE) 
66-18 l"reshpond Road, llidge,rood1 NI Y. 
11227. T: 212/456 -6206. H: IV2CKQ 
since 1931. M: AWA. (Joe sent data 
for article on ESSO FLEET in this 
issue . EOD: 1939 - SS COHO CUBA HP 

Moved to: 2172 �liner .St., Costa Mes Arthur• s staff, Tokyo Japan. �luch 
Calif. 92627 e erience svc. RCA NAVY. R-1964. 

1-----T_p_h_:_7_1_4_/_6_45_-_2_ 7_ 5_8_. _____ -l 196-V LOUIS J, KLEINKLAUS (LK) 
53 Greenway Terrace, Forest llills, 207-V OSCAR T. IIARJUSON (OH) 

FAIDk.R GF.ORGE SGP-85 
�loved to: 1337 Cliff Drive, Santa 

Bnrbara, Calif. 93105. "W61ifS!I" 

WILMSIIURST I ERNEST P-126 
Moved to: 3909 Reche Road# 45, 

Fallbrook, Calif. 92028. 

�. 11375. On SS EXARCH, AEL, went 4l8 Eubanks, lfouston, Tex. 77022, 
ashore 1933, ship abandoned by breech W: Nadean, T:713/697-8881, H:W5QKU 
es buoy.(Cyprus). Sec/Tree 37/40 110 (3ATV 1927) �I: ARRL. EOD: 1926 � ss 
Pres. IBEW Lcl 913 NY. M: SBE, A.ES, Vassalakis (Greek) SVUS. (This was 
ROU IBEW. EOD: SS HURON - 1929 RJ job 

197-V BENJAMIN BERNSTEIN "Bernie" 208-P STUART E. DAVIS "STU" (DV) 
302 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 1149 Weber St,, Union, N.J. 07083 

BRATTLAND, ARMOND D, P-l39 11201. W:Ros , T1 MA5-6982. EOD: SEA T: 201/686-4932; II: W:!.Zll (4IV-1917} 
}loyed to: ll35 Magnolia Ave,, Long TllADER FEA - 1926. H: IEEE, llCA AWA OO'l'C. EOD: 1923 -

Beach, Calif. 90813 (Return to t-.....a--�---.....a ............ ________ -1 
WAX 

old address - still listed} l--_::,;:='------------------1
198-P OTTO J. GOOIIS (OG) W:Doroth;r 

RAUCH, WALTEH P. PA-177 505 Bellevue Terrace, Pittsburgh. Pa
Incorrec t ZIP CODE Listed. Should 15202. T: 412/766-5442. H: K3AG, M 

read - 9134-4. Add Ham call ARRL, QIU>/AllC(Breezeahootera Net)1 
W6NR Plea.ae. EOD1 1918 - SS CITY OF ATLANTA/KFB. 

209-SC"d' STACY W. NORMAN "NO�l" (SN} 
1656 Brandywine Drive, Charlottaa
yille. Va. 22901. T: 703/293-2333 
W: Win. II: W4SN (,SN 1911) M: ARRL, 
QCWA, EOD: SS DOLPHIN 1912 (lforked 

N.ANTZ1 RAYMOND L. PA-233 
Mail to Member Nantz has been retur
ned from address be furnished. It 
any member bas Mr. Nantz•s correct 
address please furnish. 

199-PA JAMES N. GILLIAM "JIM" JG ,r/lloward Pyle at NUZ). Many Com• l & 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU by keeping yo 
address current in our records. TU. 

- EVERY MEMBER GET A MEMBER -

203 So. 2nd Ave., LaPuente. CA.917 6�-�N�•=u.----------------1 
H11'6TDO, M: ROU, CWA. T: 2l3/ED63092 210-V TIIERON C. VAN PATTEN "VAN" 
EOD: 1944- SS ROBT, L. IIAGUE/KWKX. 

••••••••• CALLING 'C Q' 
WII\ELFSS PlONfl R\ 

4849 Beach Drive sw. Se9ttle,WaQhn. 
98116. T: 206/WE2-2839. H:Nil (?CS 
1922) M:NF. EOD: 1927 - SS ALITAK/ 
KERS W h 

- EVERY MDIBEll GET A MDIBER -



(DIRF.cTORY - CONTINUED) 

211-V JOHN A. HULTQUIST (JH)
2505 Linda Vista, Visalia . Calif.
93277. T: 209/732-5251.W: Lon

H: W6QMC (9�J-1927) M: ARRL WSSBA
CCSBA. 
EOD: 1929 - SS GEO. WASHINGTON/
W TWA 1935-59 Returned Sea 1967 68 

221-SGP JOHN E. WATERS (CONTINUED) 

H: W6EC (QW-1908); 
EOD: SS HERMOSA/BP - 1912. 
COS Dated 22 Sept. 1912.(Cadmus) 
Nearly assigned Tanker Rosecrans 
which took his fri end Larry Prudhon 
to watery grave . Operated on SS 

229-V KEITH 01 OLSON (CONTINUED)

98528. T: 206/R-5-6351 W:Dore e n, 
H: W7FS (Since 1929); M:ARA ARRL 
EOD: 1934 - SS LEWIS WCKENBACH/ 
ll'FOE. (Still going to sea). Many 
shipa. Says he was known at KPE aa 

" he e " a 2 
Yale when call was "RY" with Dan 230-PA CARLO M. MARSANO •• ••Walters, Chief. Also on PacMailer 

/ 
12113 No. Edison, Tampa1 Fla.33612 SS SIBERIA "WU" w J .E.O. Lemieux. T: 813/935-9242. W: Stora. ll:WB4AJV212-P GEORGE W. CHINN (GC) Doc retired as Capt. USNR - on Guam M: ARRL. 2359 St. Louis Ori ve, ,.H

f,
o

�
n

�
o

f,
l"'u'"l"'u.._.,.o.,ah

1
.__ _ _,,wh=ea::n'-"WW=-c::2'-"o'-'v-"e""r..a.. __________ 

11-_lEO�D!JIL.JlJ9�5!f0!....:-:..1MARI!!!�ALJB�IJOO!Q!LJI]NI!u'.1IJOO!!lV!:._--I Hawaii. 96816. T:NR. IV:"ES" 
H:Ni1(7F1C-1920) M:RN. 222-P LEWIS D. CHILSON 231-SGP FRANK H. BARSTOW 1'Kn.arf11 (BW) 
EOD: 1923 - PORT MOLLER,ALASKA!/KWR 8 3 Corvina Ave., I erial Bea 46-A Calle Aragon, Laguna HiIIi, CA
Glob e Wireless SF & HA 48/62. w/ITT Calif. 92032. W: Margaret, T: 714 92653. T: 714/837-1766. W:Evelyn 
Hu 1962-to date. S 1. Maint. Tech. 424-8638. H1 \V6TON (since 1941); M1 ERA. 

213-P REYNOLD T. WARNER "RAY" ('N)
PO Box 2496

1 
Riviera, AZ. 86442 

T:NR, \V: Ruth, H: W7JU (9JU-1920) 
M: ARRL, OTC, QCWA, OOT, MARS. 
EOO: 1922 - SS PURITAN/WOO. With 
Dept. W&P City L.A. after leaving 
sea - 1934-1967R.KIIC, KIIE, KQT et 

214-SGP lfILLIAM T. STENGLE •• •• 
116 Colleg� Ave., Lancast er. Penna. 
17603. T:NR 1 W: Gertrude, H: Nil 
(WS - 1910); M: V\fOA
EOD: 1912 - SS FREDERICK/QF (Later
KQF). 

215-P ROBERT C. STEADMAN "BOB" (SM)
596 w. Main st., Hy:annis 1 Mass-,. 
02601. T: 617/775-8030, W: Rosa , 
H: WlGBB (lVS-1915), M: ARRL. 
EOD: 1915 - Androscoggin/NRD USCG. 
wee from 1926-61 R Ma shi 

216-P LOUIS E. JORQUERA •• (W) 
515 Craig St., Fairbanks 1 Alaska· 
99701. T:NR, W: •• H: KL7FLD, M:NR 
EOO: 1924 - SS ACONCAGUA/CAC 
With F.C.C, man ears.

217-SGP GERAU> E. TRAVIS "GERRY" (HB) 
PO Box 726, Pawtucket, R.I. 02862 

T:NR. H: Nil (lHB-1912) 
EOD: 1912- Boston. First ship SS 
Dorothy Brad ford/KNA 1915. Has 52 
YEARS OPERATING EXPERIENCE RECORDED 
(See article on SOS Calls this 
Edition). Gerry's experiences will 
fill man books. 

218-PA CHARLES W. ASHLING •• (CA) 
450 E. Strawberry Drive , Apt. #10, 
Mill Valley, Calif. 94941. H:K6CIN 
(W4CJN 1945) T: 415/388-7514 
EOD: 1943 - SS BUENA VISTA/KKPK 
KPH 1961 and 1952/53. Globe KIK 195 

219-P G. WARREN CLARK "WC" (WC)
PO Box 193, KAilua, Hawaii 96734 
T: 2625449 (Honlulu Exchg).W: Verna 
H: KH6BF (7CV-1916). Mt ARRL, ARMY 
MARS.
EOD: USS Arkansas/NBV 1917 - First 
Commercial: 1921 - SS NEWPORT. 
With Mackay Rad io 1921-Retiring as 

r MRT Ho 

EOD: 1922 - VIGILANT (Sail) KOZP EOD: 1908 - SS COL. E.L. DRAKE(UIYT) 
SOS: 2-19-24 SS COWMBIA'. Has sail Also served at UIVT "Perry Hotel" 
ed on 25-30 shi s. Stn. Seattl e 1908. Chf Opr. Fed Tel 

223-SGP HAROLD 0, HAYES •• ••
Stn. Lents Ore. 1911-15/ Chf. Opr.
F ederl's So. SF Stn 1915/16; Ditto 

638 Hinman Ave,, Eyanston, Illinois Heeia Hawaii 16/16; Marin e Supt. 
60202, T:NR. ff: Nil, M1 V\VOA,I 1917 SF. DM. Portland 1917-26. 
EOD: 1910 - SS FIFIELD/ Kolster Radio DiY. 1927, lfom'l, 
COS - 1910 (Woolverton #2671). Sales to 1965, now semi-r etired. 
Not e: Member Hayes opened YMCA RADi

l-__ s
:;.;;.

e
;;.

rv
..:..;;.
ed

;;:_
o
;;.

n::..;=::.i..-=.ea=r=lo1....s::h
::

i=s=•------I 
SCHOOL, LA 1912 - First d ay student 
was Kenneth G. Clark #187. Recalls 
Sinking of SS- California 1913 with 
Operator Donald Campbell Perkins 
who went down with his ship. All 
seagoing experienc e with UWT - left 
SS HARVARD Prior UWT being taken 
over b Marconi. 

224-P GEORGE BEATER 11• • 11 (BR) 
PO Box 3162 Buckhorn Station, Mesa , 
Ari zona. 85201. T: 602/985-1359, 
W: Dorothy. Ht K7VMIC (W3DRI-1933) 
EOD1 1930 - SS ONTARI0/11'1-ICZ. 
M: X-QCWA, Frankfor d Radio Club. 
George has b een with FCC Tampa and 

Chicago 1942-58. On SS Ontario when 
she sank in Cape Cod Canal. Se rv ed 
on shi s. 

225-P CYRIL H. PEMBERTON "CY" (CP)
491 Lado-de-Loma Drive, Visfa

1 
Cl.

92083. T:714/726-3815. W: Ruth 

232-PA BENJAMIN P. LANE 11BEN11 LN 
06 3th st, Seattle, as • 

98102. H: W7FNE (since 1936); M: 
ARRL AA NETWORK, 
EOD: 1936 - SS NORTH KING/KFEW 
Many ships plus ''WXE" Anchorag e and 
11\VVD" Seattle . Serr ed aa Flight 
Radio Officer PANAM 40-48, also at 
Bangkok, Gum & SF. In collision 
1966 on SS BEAVER STATE in Ches ea
Peak e Bey. Badly damaged but no loa 

233-PA RAYMOND L. NANTZ "RAY" (RN) 
17 Stat e, New York N.Y. 10004 
(NOTE1 Mail to this ad dress waa 
returned ''Unknown" - any any memb e r 
has this m ember•• correct address
pl-se advise). 
EOD: SS Charles w. Pearle/ 1943 
I· ARA 

H: K6LE (1912), Mt :Palomar Radio 234-V WARREN L. GREEN •• (WG)
Club. 7202 No. Mercer Way, Mercer Island, 
EOD: 1915 - SS HUMOOLDT/WHX. Washn. 9804-0. T: 206/AD2-5119, 
SOS: S.S. DORA - June 1916. Much W: Lor e tta, ff: W7JY (Since 1928) 
Alaska Service. KFT Everett, LCOR F.00: 1929 - SS ANTETIAM/KONR 
USN 41/47. In Chg. Electronics US. Mt ARRL, QCWA, IRE(30); IEEE/62 

Buo. Fisheries, Juneau. Thanks AWA, OOTC, Morse Tel. Club. T el ephn 
Walt Schrieber for ifn on W.P. Pioneers. Has some 400 plus voltDDes 

226-PA CY s, BRILL 110 on (SB) on Historical Phase of ColllDUDicatio 
le So. Rosko Drive, Southamntgp.NY.

Working with IEEE historical co-
11968. T: 516/AT-3 3002• W:EYelyn. mittee and local museums. Now with 

EOD: 1945 - SS Henry George/KHBK PTT 

WSF (Mackay) 1950-63 and Supn-.WSL 235-V ALBANO LEAL "AL" {ALl 
ITT 1963/68. Many ships. P.O. Box 272, Point Reyes Station. 

C.Ali!.- 94956. T: 415/663-1088. 
227-SGP LESLIE F, BYRNE 11LES11 (u) W1 Gertrud e, 

270 East Main st., Loa Gato,, Calif EODt 1929 - ss BRAZIL & ss PARA 
95030. Tt 408/354-1886. Les waa (Lloyd Brasileiro) 1922/43 Marine 
with A.Y. Tuel and hia serric e goes and Brazil Post & Telegraph. US 
back to about 1907. Recorda in Arm:r during WW2 • SOS in 1947 ON SS· 
storage - says some day he 1 11 dig MARIA at entrance of Scheldt River 

• e• out and let us know the "rust- going to Antwerp. Numerous American 
bucketa" he worked on. etc. One of ships since 1952, joined KPH staff 220-P CHARLES B, BUODECKE u (BE)

3515 10th st., Port Arthur, Texa■ 
the real old timors. Glad to haYe: 1956. Quite a vari ed history of 

71640 • T: m;, H: w5oNM (\J5DNM 1935) t-_.....__e:..u;;....;wi=th=--'ua=-'...:'L=-e;;.;s:;.'_' •=-----------..1---wi=r:..e:;.l::;.e.:cs::;.s::,_;r:..a::::.d::::.i=.o::....;a;;.e;;.rv:....:.;i::;.c
;;.e::....;b::a

::c:::k::....;o:::f
:..._'..:' A:;:;l:.'_' :a

M: ARRL. 
EOD - 1920 Gulfport (Land station) 
At WPA Port Arthur 1929-1967 (R)Mgr 
Many ships. 

221-SGP JOHN E. WATERS 11DOC 11 

25531 Cornell Street, Hemet. Ca f. 
92343. T: 714/658-1209. W: Edna C. 

228-SGP GEORGE B. DEWING 
1681 Loa Pa s Blvd., Santa Clara, 
Calif. 95050. T1 296/408-6345. 
'it1:;;'re t ta. 
EOD1 1913 - SS PARAISO 

229-V KEITH o. OLSON u
Star Route 1. Box 398, 

236-V GEORGE E. FAVRE "GF" �aa 
4733 Bel-Pre Road , Rockville . 
20853. T: 301/929-3360. H: W3PEJf 
(WlCDZ 1931), M: ARRL, ARTA/ARA 
EOD: 1934 - SS MADISON/KGBN 
1964: Loaned to Maritime .ldm by Buo. 
Foreign Co-rce, - standby Nuclear 
Ship SAV�V 



236-P GEO. E. FAVRE ( CONTINUED)
NEWS ITEM. George -y be the only 
Chief on board ship that ever had a
staff of f•-1• operater11 working 
tor hia. This eccurred aboard the 
U.S.� Hospital Ship, CHARLES D. 
STAFFORD AMQF in 1944 and aboard th 
USAHS LARKSPUR/KOIM 1945 when he ha 
3 WAC Operators. Since 1964, Geo.
has held a nuaber of high Governaen 

o•iti ons. 

237-P JOE H. McKINNEY "MAC" (VG) 
Rt.3, Box 706, Sepin, Texas. 78155 
T:NL; IV1Bernice1 H: (4DE-1927) 
M: ROU. 
EOD; 1920 - SS WALLKILL 
Fee· - 1929/57. Reg. Mgr. SF 54-56; 
Marine Supvr WC HQ San Pedro 56/57 
J oe RJ•d Ken. Clark then Marine Sup 
at San Pedro. 27 ships listed. Joe 

is CMDR USN(R). 

238-P HARRY R. LORD "LARRY" (HL) 
1288 North Bagley, Dallas. Tepa 
75211. T:214/FE9-4538, W1 Gertrude 
H: W5JH (HL-1912) M: AIVA, OOTC, 
EOD; 1919 - SS IIAWAIIAN;.Ku. Many 
ships. 

244-V JAME.S B'. FALEY •• •• 

667 4th Avenue, Re4wood City1 Calif.
94063. T:415/368-9139. H1 W6BGD 
(1929). 
EOD: 1929 - SHORESIDE. KVF at 
Kediak Island (Cannery). SS Yale
1929 30 

252-sGP HARADEN PRATT •• •• 
2612 N.E. 7th st., Po■pano Beach 
Florida. 3304!2. Tt 305/941-6635 
H1 (KH in 1908) I 
l!lOD - 1910 - SS RIVERSIDE, Alllsigne 
aboard seven •hipo plus •hitt at 
KPH in 1910 and again 1912. 
Mr. Pratt still calla on -DY ot 

245-SGP LESTER J. TAPPAN ''LES" (LJ) hia eld WHt Coast friends who 
18 - 131 Langlois Road G-10, � hold hia in very high Hte■e •. He 
Hot Spring•, Calif. 92240. T1 714/ is Director Emeritus ot IEEE and 
329-5516. H1 (IVXY 1912) we consider en• of the eutatanding 
�1 ss SANTA MARIA - � ■en in our profH•ion. We are 
SOS/CODER: 1913 - SS SANTA MARIA hepetul, in ti-, of bringing his 
See Lea•• story elsewhere this is•ue
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7 (Emergency - tire on SS SAN RAMON 
1916 but no SOS sent)• Director of 253-SPG JOSEPH P. DANKO "JOE" (D&MT) 
s.F. Branch, Radio Institute of 7138 Mesa Drive, AEtos, Calif. 
.America from 5-18-21 to 4-22-22, 95003. T1 408/688/3558. 11\i Gail 
also member IRE. M1 IRE, AIEE, IEEE. 

246-P ANDREW B. LOPEZ "BENNIE" (AB) 
18337 East Foothill Blvd., Aauaa, 
Calif. 91702. T: 213/334-1516. 
ii'i""ii6AAK (since 1920) 
EOD; 1922 - ss HUMBOLDT/lfHX 
SOS/CQDER; Feb. 14 1927 - SS3 CO 
CIAL GUIDE. (Story elsewhere thia 
i•sue). Many ships plus sh oreside 
KTK 1934/37 • KHR/KGFY in Santa 
Barbara - Breakwater Job 1928-30 
NACL USS HALE 1931 

247-P CARROLL FREELAND "CAL" (CF) 
3512 Roberts on Ave., Sacramento. CA
95821. T: /483-6118. H1 W6NK (7W 
1920) 
EOD; 1924 - YES BAY, Als. Served on 

EOD1 1912 - NAH (Handling com'l 
traffic). 

Note1 On duty Apr. 15 1912 estab
lished sole contact with SS, CARPA
fflIA receiving first complete list 
ot Titanic survivors tor- relay to 
WU LL to AP NY. Employed 1914 by 
Lowenstein Radio - installed Xmtrs
Guatemala City. Est. first direct 
coa.unication ckt NAR/NAA. 1916-20 
Installed stations tor Signal Corps 
al ong Mexican border . 1922 with LA 
Dept W/P w/HQ Independence devel o pe 
Com/Svc Ownes ¥alley. lfe hope to 
publiah s ome of "Joe's" experience& 
in comin editions ot POd 

239-P PHILIP P. LEIGH "PHIL" (GH) 1--.::d:::o,::z.:;en::..:S:::hi=:Jc:.-t;.;o;_;;l;;.;;9;.;;3;.;;;8_.. _______ 
1PO Box "FF", Sun City. Calit.92381. 

T: 714/679-1392. W1 Marge. H1K6VF 
(6VF-1916) M: OOTC, ARRL 

254-PA CHARLES J. MUNNERLYN JR, ''CHUC 11 

3898 Holland Drive, Santa Rosa, CA. 
95404. Sine (CM); T1NL. W1 Mary 

EOD; 1918 - SS IRIS/WOJ 
SHORESIDE: NPL, KF"l:, BIGCREEK, FED
TEL LA, KHT (Alaska Packers) KGB 
Portland and KNN/KQI H o nolulu tor

MackayRadio. Retired Oct. 1961 
after 21 ears as Ca t. USN. 

240-V FLETCHER S. ABADIE "FLETCH" 
PO Box 13, Point Reyes Station, CA 
94956. Sine - (FA). T: 415/633-1355
lf1 Lil, H: W6JB (6AIVF-1924) 

1930 - SS PRESIDENT MONROE/KD 

248-P fflOMAS F • CLARK "TOM" (XP)
PO Box 201. Aatoria, Ore. 97103 
M: X-IRE. 
EOD1 1918 - USAT NEWPORT NEWS 
Sh oreside : NPF then USAT CHAUMONT
HENDERSON, ETC. Aasigned many 
USN station handling coanercial 
traffic. Verified. Many •hips and 

installati ons. 

249-P WALTER J. BUTTERWORTH.•• ••
14 Washington Park Road, Braintree, 
Mass. 02185. T1None. W: Helen. 
iii""wlGM ( lLB-1919)

F.OD; 1941 - SS FAIRFAX/KGCE, 
About 16 assignments listed includ
ing Great Lakes, East/lfest Coasts,
US Border Patrol and National Air
lines (also PAA). 

255P EDWARD G. LINDSAY "ED" (DS) 
1473 Balboa Ave., Burlingame. CA. 
94010. T:NL. W: Gussie. H:W6ND 
(6UI 1914) M1 ARRL. 

EOD; 1921 - SS OLD NORTH STATE/lCD
Number of ship assignments to 1918 241-P CHARLES B. LEE "CHARLIE" (LE when appointed Aaa•t. Radi o Inspeo-

2466 Edgewater Terrace, Los Angeles tor. Served under Mr. William D. 

EOD - 1916 on 16 Navy Ships, also 
Shoreside NPL, NBM, NAB, NLG - 24 
years Navy and 26 years Coanercial 
with Globe Wirelesa Ltd. KYG HU, 
irnt, KFS (MRT) Many Many important 
aasignmenta in over 50 years of 
experience. Ed has held 17 Co■•l. 
licenaea durin these ears. Calif. 90039. T : 213/663-3897. Terrell in Washn. D. c., aa First H: IV6PZT (W5AZ0-1927) Aaaiatant. Returned to Boston as R. 256-V LESTER R, BURGER "LES" (LR) EOD; 1921 - SS STANLEY DOLLAR/WHS Appointed Engr. in Chg FCC 1945 and PO Box 456, Pt. Reyes station,CA., Lett Marine Operating 1936 and with retired 1951 94956. T: 415/663-1410. W: Louisa Dept. Water/Power, City LA 30 years l--�==�=:.&.----------

1 R: K6ETY (6BVT-1922) M: ARRL, 1---.:S:.tp.:o=ns=o.::.re.::.d::..:b:;<....:Ra:.:::a<........:Tc.:•:........;.W..;.a..crn�e.c.r ..... ___ --:, 250-P FRANCIS M. EASDIAN "SANDY" EOD: 1930 - SS TOPILA/IVICV. Served 12907 Crookaton Lane, Apt. #25, on about 25 veasela - Shoreside at 242-P CHARLES H. SINGER "CHUCK" (CH 
Rockyille, Maryland, 20851. T: 301/ Pt. Lobos 1937, KKA Yakutat 1944, 4201 Cathedral Ave., N. "• lfaahinc- 427-4121. lf1 Bea. KOK 42/43 PAA (Guam) 46/48. Marine ton D. C. 20016. T: 202/966-2504• EOD; 1920 - lfINTER QUARTER SOOALS KPH. Broad experience - Tech. write If: Betty. H: (2BU - 1928), M: IEEE LS. USLHS. Many aaaignaenta and Radio radar Tech. etc. VWOA, SMPTE, Radio Club of Amerioa. co-rcial traffic handled (Veritief--.....:==:t..:-===--=-==-=--=-;.;;.;:..... _____ "1 EOD; 1920 - SS SOCONY 94/WTBO. Later with (now) Fil in Taipie, 1 

SOS/CQD•ER: 1925 - SS COMANCHE w/l Fonioaa (Chief of Miaaion) Foy and 257-HARVEY R. BUT'll •• •• 
pgrs, burned to -ter•• edge enrout LL \faahin on DC. Jackaonville Fla fro■ NY. "Pounde4 I--="--==="-'-'=----'..._--------,

118 River Drive, Bayridge, Anna li 
�land 21403. T1 301/267-6 , 
WtEliza,eth. H: (3\'B-1915) M: VWOABras•" aboard ahip 8 yeara then 

assiped WOR (Supvr. Director aDAl 
Cht. Engr). VP, Page C-1tDioatio 
1955/61 (Directed Operations) 1961 
to date1 VP, Underseas C&ble Corpn 
(United States) Direotor Oporations 
Me■ber Singer haa received 8Uly 
honora and citations 

243-V GREGORY G. MONEK 
5340 ValleVista Road, 
92041. H1 714/466-4234, W1 Aiane 
H1 W6HL (6HL-1921)1 
!X>J21 1926 - SS SUSHERICO/KDDQ 
M1 ARRL, QCWA, WCARS, QRPRC. 
Ships - 1926 to 1928. Report, he 
should be called "Doctor" Monek. 

WIREl.£5S PIONEERS 

251-SGP THOMAS APPLEBY "TOM" (IIN) (PrH. Waahn. DC Chapter), AWA. 5415 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Apt.309 EODi 1917 _ !'.SS!:X/ SOS-/CQDElh Wuhingtop. D. c, 20015. Tl 202;.o- SS ALAMANCE Feb. 15 1918 torpedoed 6891'7. 1111 Evelyn. H1 WUX (RN- by •ub. Ne SOS actually send a• 18tt) M1 IRE, IIZI:, VWOA, QCU, cleae te Ireland and rescue vessels RC.ARA, OOTC. c- quickly. Excellent backgroundEQD - 11Q8 STATION 1188 11 UWTCe on th recorded Bellevue-Stratford Betel, Philadel- 11--....:===::.a. ____________ ""1 
phia. 1909 en SS CAPT. A,F. WC.AS. 
1909-10 "AX" Atlantic City UWT Ce.,I
1911-12 "PW" Phila Port stn. UWT C•11912-14 ''MHE" Wanaaaker Stare, Ph.ill
adelphia. 
�• Believed to be Ne. 1 iaaued. 
SH boek rovi- th.is i.aaue Pac• -2•! 
Mtlhloa Leem.a. •• hep• p11bliah. th.el "Appleby Story" shortly. 

2S8-SGP GUY R. EN'l'IISTLE (DC) 
46 Albien iload, Wollaatoa1 MIia•• 
02170. Tl 617/479-1052. 
llODJ lp� 

- ss DOROTHY BRADFORD/ 
H1 WULU-1908) Ms ARRL, OOT, vwo 
QCWA, SO. SOORJ: RADIO CLU1'. Reoerd 
•ho- service en •••• 22 ahipa and
ia 1914 ... one of PIONEER BDC OPS 

57 at wen, WGI. (MD' NEXT PAGE PUUSI:) 



Guy owned and run the MASS. RADIO 
SCHOOL - now MASS. RADIO & ELF.cTRON
ICS SCHOOL. Has trained many of the 
ops now in the business. Gu;,-, now 
retired knew Harold J. Powen1 who
was assigned on the Morgan Yacht
Corsair. Powen1 and Daye Sarnoff, 
according to Guy were operators on 
the SS FLORIZEL & SS STEPHANO on 
from NYK to Newfoundland circa 1916. 

, STeve reports he "hit" the West Coast 
on the SS Pres. Polk (the old Polk) 
RTIJ and kept on the RTW • Alao TP on 
the 11535'•" with ao■e time with Glob 
PTP at 311 Calif. St. Some time at 
Mussel Rock Xmtg Stn and Recg Stn. 
••• bounding around until I became 
a "Matson Stiff" on the HAWAIIAN 
FARMER in 1955. (FG reports Steve 
as a "speed artist -- one of the 

270-P CHARLES P', CONCANNON "CON" (CC') 
6903 Andonr DriTe, Alexandria.Va,, 
22307 0 Tl 703/765-8486. W: Mildred 
H: K4RQ (6RQ 1920). M: VIVOA. 
EODg 1925 - SS COL. E.L, DRAKE/IVTS 
A:H Fol'lli:lists 7 shipa to 1928 but 
we believe Con has much more service 
than this. 

very best 1. 
259-P FRANCIS B. GREELEY "CHICK" (CK)l--::..:.::..L.::::..::.:.....:.:::,_ _________ _,

271-V ROBERT W. ENNIS "Mike" (RE) 
210 Chatha■ Road, Turnersville,N,J., 
08012. Tl 609/ 227 - 0177. H:
(W3DRF-1930) M: ARA. 
EODg 1931 - SS NANTUCKET/WMCY 
Histor;r fer■ records alaost solid 
assignment from 1931 (on 29 ships) 
and still going to sea on tha S.S. 
SANTA MARIANA/WSNA (Since 1963. 

1531 Keesling Ave., San Joae, CalU. 265-V CHARLES R. WILLIAMS "RAY" PW95125. T: 408/269-5620. If: Jane. 922 Eastlake, Houston, Tex. 77034 H: IV6NW (LNJ.,.1915) M: QCWA, ARRL. T: 713/944-1119. W-Novice. H: W5KQE 
EOD: 1920 - SS AGUA PRIETA (X- USS (since 1941) Machias sold to Mexico in 1920. If EODt 1935 SS HUMPHREYS/ 
in USN, Radio Op IVWl on USS SMITH Sei"Yed also in USN. FCC Monitoring 272_p CARLOS JJ. POT'l!ER •• ••(First Destroyer DiT.). Stn/s Cheyenne & Grand Island 41/44 50 Haskel Street, North Caabridge, 

then ships. Returned FCC 1945 !l!!u• 02140. TtNR. W: Div. 260-P THURSTON A. JOHNSON "DING" (MK) serving at Powder Springs, Ga, Dall EOD: 1922 _ SS SEA COMNET/ 1653 Glenway Lane, Huntington, 1Yest Tex (Radio Engr.); Houston as R.E., This fellowed b;,- 15 more ship assign Virginia 25701. NOTE: SUMMER ADD-
then Ass• t. in Chg. 1956 and Engr. menta to 1937. Carlos spends part RESS: 40 \Vest st. Cro-ell, Conn. in Charge 1965 0 Ray is still hold of his time in Maas. and sw,aers in 06416). T:NL. W: Aziq. H: (1MK-19l4) ing down top spot for FCC at Housto Nova Scotia. Un.fortunately he has �I: ARRL, VWOA, 1---=:2....=.::..::::......:=:......:=--=---=-----------, 

been crippled and finds it hard to EOD: 1915 - SS WALTON HALL. Ding 266-PA PAUL E. NYREN "PN" (u ) get about. Compliments "Gerry" assigned on Tarious ships of Easte USCG Radio Station, !!.W�e�s�t�p�o�r�t�•;;;;;;i�a�•�hn��l--.1:1:n:ia.._ _____________ -lSS & Ocean SS Companies, Red Star, 98595. Tl /AN8-3030. H: WAJfFEU (64 
SS Finland F etc. EOD; USCGC Mackinay - 1965. Has 

261-P Harry M. Lindgren "Lindy" (u) been assigned seTeral positions whe 
273-PA CARL L. MASON "SAM" (LM 

Hodsdon Road, Box 122, Pownal, Maine 
04069. H: 207/688-2731. W: Marjorie 
H: WlGHK since 1933. 

207 so. Hoover st. Los Angeles, Cal he handled Commercial messages in 
90004 0 T: NL. H: W6CJ (since 23). l--�U!'.!S�C�G2:fa�c!:;i!::;l!::i!:..t!:.:i�e:!!s!.......l�c�o:::n:::f�i�rme=d:LL..----t
EOD; 1918 - SS CITY OF TOPEKA/WGY. 
(Another Op who has renewed his 
ticket and gone back to sea 1967 on 

SS Steel Worker/KRRN. (4th trip to 
Vietnam, Says return to sea has bee 
one of "most enjoyable experiences 
in my life and hope to make man;,
more trips". After serving on a 
dozen ships, worked at JCFI till 28 
then Paramount Pix as "sound mixer" 
to 1968. Also with \Val t Disne;,
Prod. and 20th Centruy Fox and Col
umbia Pix. 

262-P VXGGO HENRY CONRADT.EBERLIN "EB 11 

1721 N.E. RaTenna Blvd., Seattle. 
Washn. 98105. T: 206/LA5 9353. 
W: Dorothy• H: WA7CJV (2B1W-1919) 
EOD: 1921 - SS DAKOTAN/IVKD. On 15 
ships then shoreside WAX (XMTR at 
OpaLocks 

I 
Fla)• USN TO 1963 and 

retirement, Flag Com Officer with 
COMCARDIV 22/27. USS HORNET COM/0 
1967 - Back to sea SS TiTiTes UR:O 
to Far East. Says good friend 
Howard P;,-le and "FG" equally respon
sible for joining SOWP. Eb;,- is 
member VIVOA, QRP#3109 AND RCC. HE 
is member SOS/CQDER - 1921 - SS 
ARIZONIAN. 

263-P ERNEST C. BRELSFORD ''ERNIE" (u 
4537 Via Esperanza, Hope Ranch Park 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 93105. T1805/ 
967-6715. If: Marie. H: WA61GM (1916 
Ml AWA. ARRL, SBA Amateur Radio 
Club. TRW Syatema Amateur Radio Cl 
(Redondo Beach). 
EOD: 1920 - SS CITY OF ERIE/WFQ. 
On several Great Lakea Ships, incl. 
Seeandbee, Eastern States, City of 
Eria etc. 

264-V STEPHEN J • KAJDER "STEVE" (KR) 
773 Vista Grande Ave., Loa Altoa1CA 
94022. T: /961-5198. W: Lo. H:lf6SCI 
(2BAS ?); M. Palo Alto AJ.teur Rde 
Assn. 

267-PA WALTER D. SMITH "WALT" (WI>) 
6043 Lebanon Drive, Falla Church. 
Virginia. 22041. T: 703/JE3-3515, 
W: Ev. H: W4IJ (W8DXF 1927) M: 
EODt 1936 - USCG Ossipee/NRCO. 
Walt asaisted in coanunications whe
Submarine "Sqalus" sank in 1939 and 
his ship helped remove first surTi
vors ashore. 1939/40 serTed on the 
International Ice Patrol Ship, USCG 
GENERAL GREENE. Served at WAG, WSL 
and wee handling Cemmercial traffic 
Retired from Army Lab. as Equipt. 
S cialist in 1967. 

268-P JOHN P, BROOMAN "JACK" (J)
1927 Quaaichan, Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada. T: 604/386-2014. 
W: Agnes. 
EODg 1925 - Yarmouth N.s. 
Most of time in N.s., Newfld or 
Eastern Canada pl11S assigmaent to 
CCG Ice Patrol Montcal■ VDJ. 

EOD: 1937 - P&A, (Clippers) Latin 
America DiT. 
SOS/CQP�er: KHOCM/NC16932 - 26 April 
1938 enroute Cuba CMG to Kingston 

Emergency landing at sea off Morant 
Ba;,- Ja.■ica. Contacted ZET Kingston 

and SS Carina and FYff1ES took pgrs. 
aboard in lifeboats. Saa stayed 
aboard but later abandoned craft in 
rubber raft when ship sank. Sam 
ia at present Transmitter and Micro
waTe Supervisor of the Maine Educa
tional TV Net at Univ. of Maine. 
Saa says ••• "nothing to compare with 
workin CW for a livin "• 

274-V. GEORGE W. AHRENS •• (GW) 
3216 Townsend Drive, Dallas, Texas, 
75229, T: 214/352-4797. W: Zella. 
H: W5FIIN (1 AEN 1923) M: ARRL, OOTC, 
QXWA, VIVOA, MARS, 
EOD: 1927 - SOCONY #90. This foll
o-d b;,- some 24 ship aasignmenta 
including ss· Republic, Geo. Waahn., 
Morro Castle etc. George has been 269-SGP CllARLF.S R. BARKER "RIJSB:l' (B) with Radiomarine Corpn of America PO Box 384, Fredonia, N,Y. 14063. 2/42 _ 8/56 and RCA Service Company T: 716/679-7708. W1 Verona. H: (RBN 8 56 to resent date. 1907) 1-----==.::.......:==-i:.:..::=�-=-=-------; 

EODg 1910 - UWT Station ''CX" at 275-PA DAN E. BONKER u (DB)CleTeland. Then 1911 Ships SS Mar- 240 Park Hill Ave., Apt. 6W 1 quette and Bessemer No.l (BI). COS Staten Island. N.Y, 10304. W: Noemi, FROM J.F. Dillon first Radio lnapec Ti 212/981-5071. H1 WA5KSJ since 65 tor at CleTeland 1912. 1912/13 EODI SS MENDOT.A,/NRDC: (USCG) 1956. Great Lake Shipa including 5$ Seean uaign•d 6 ships since including 
Bee on builder•• teats (191�). Moat USCG Argentina en International Ice of early code used_. Morse. il•• Patrol. (Co-rcial experience- veritaught at Marconi Schoel 1915 while fie• b FG 
wuidng WCX at CleTeland. VP. l--����..!:.:=L-------------1 
Gil.aoa Willets ro-■bers Raaa; fr- 276-PA M.lRTIN J, GROZINSKI "SKI" (MG)da;,-s he_. .Aaa•t. Dirooter of th• USCG RADSTA We1tport, Wuhn. 98595 Radie Trainins Schoel, Till.ans, UniT Tl :aol/268-3040. at New Orleans (Caap Martin). Ra'1e 

EODg SS CITRUS - 196§ (USCG)/NRPQ, Rex_. code inatl'lloter. •• he .. ts Ski laaa 11-• uaisn•• ilukan clut;,-preTAil on Rull• for ator;r of his atil present uaign■ent. Exp. V-FG. earl;,- da;,-a on the IAk-. Re haa 
had a nr;,- full and celerhl lit•• PS. We are ro■indecl ••• 11 LUMBER 
(Oas of the true eld timers). SCIIOONDS DO NOT CARRY PLIMBSOL 

MARICS" I EOD; 1927 - SS COMUS/KKD (UPSIDE)
58 WIR!WS PION!ERS 
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277-P FRED A LANE (FL) 
225 Darrell Road, Hill■borou,ch. CA 
94010. T:NR. 
EQD; 1921 - BARGE 91.(wro) 
This followed tor 14 year■ with 
many ships and a■aignment■ shore
side at WSE LongI■land IWT, KFRC SF 
Preas Wireless, RCA. PTP, Tran■radio 
PX etc. 
SOS/CGDER CLUB: SS San JoH 1921 
with ■hi te .lrt Enderlin 

278-P WAYNE H. HELFER 11S.lRGE11 (XA)
2850 Eucalyptus Ave., Lonit Beach CA 
90806. IV: Diana, T: 213TGA7-2220, 
EOD: 1925 - SS ENTERPRISE/DIN. 
On Mat■on Manulani, Maui, Malolo. 
KPH from 1928/42. MRI Radio-rine 
SF 42/55; 'MGR Radiomarine at L.A'. 
(Wilmington) 1955/65. FG ■es of XA, 
"one of the best"! 

279-P RAYMOND W. ZERBE "RAY" (ZG)
PO Box 4687, Yw. Ariaona 85Z64. 
T:NR. W: Leah. H:Nil. 
F.OD: 1916 - USS PENNSYLVANIA. 
USN on big shipa such as USS' 
Arkansas, Von Steuben, George 
Washington, Ballard etc. Com•l. 
1923 on SS .lrtigar and other■• 
Inspector 1925/27 IWT. 1928/33 aaae 
RMCA SF. MRI 1933/50 RMCA SF (R) 
The USS Von Steuben (troop trans
port) handled heav;y comercial tfk. 
then on USS GEO. WASHINGTON taking 
Pres. Wilson and peace party to 
Europe and later in returning King 
Albert of Belgians to Europe. Ma117 
torpedo attacks, near misses etc. 
(A world of e erience for Ra ). 

280-SGP PAUL R. DeCHAMPLAIN (RD & D) 
304 Tacoma Ave., South, Taco- Was 
98402. T: /FU3-3194. W: Edith
H: Nil (RD-1908 and W7CYW 1932) M: 
Morse Tel. Club.
EOD: 1908 "PU" Bellingham (Land Stn 
operated· by UWT). Later at ''DV" 
Chehalis 1909/101 Astoria "PC" 10-1
then Aatoria HPwr 19iS-16 (KPC)
1916-17 KPC Marine. NayY KPC al■o

282-P IJUT R. HARDEN (Continu .. ) 

G1Q' baa ■pent a 'fflrJ' 'bu■7 lite an• 
eaplo7ed almo■t without 'break fer 42 
7-ra on all kind■ of ■hip■ and ■ta
tion■ - including a■■igmaent in the 
u.s. Eabaa■7 at Preteria, Seuth Uri

Much of Ray•• time - Great LakH AM 
even ■ome ot the Mi■■i■nppi, tor 
example WGK, St. Loui■ Mo. (Rh·er 
Co-'4cation■• We hope to bring ■o
ot Guy'• experience■ in later i■■UN 
ot POC. 

Dave retired from L.A. Trade and Tech. 
College in 1967 then worked 6 months on 
a NASA project a■ Technical writer. 

289-P RICHARD A. EISENBERG ''DUKE" (D) 
1108 Loa TraReo■ Road, Menlo Park1CA 
94025. T1 /851-1305. 
EOD 1 1929 - M & J TRACY• Duke has 
served on 37 ship assignments since 
1929 plus ahoreaide duty at K'l1C (Glob 
1938/42, 46/57 and 59/60. He also 
served at ICAKD "Red Salmon" Alaska 
during the 1943 season. In late year 
much time on the SS Mariposa and 

283-SGP VICTOR H. FALK "VIC: 11 (FA.) Monterey for Matson, plus States and 
860 Pro■pect Row, Apt. 5 San Mateo PFE line where he is still assigned. 
Calif. 94401. T: 415/342-9847. 1----------------'------i 
wi'Bette. H: (6VF 1913) M: A.R.A!. 290-V EXLINE. JAMES If. .. (XN) 
EOD: 1914 - USS OREGON (Handled 26 Audubon Place, Mobile. Alabw 
Com'l Traffic in addition NayY) 36606. T: 205/473-4945. H:IJ4GWR 

/ (8BZM 1926) • M: VWOA. NPM Wailupe 19 24, NPU Tutila 1927 EOD: 1928 _ SS GEO. H. JONES/KIPS.NPE Aatoria 1932. A1a■ka Packers 
After ships, ■erYed at WOE 1930/1942. at Egigick, Nushagak. SS Artie APA\ 

1 Since retirement from RCA Mobile in also SS Dolarof. Vic started in 
1906 ADT MSG boy- and later Morse 1966 have been working as relief Opr. 
0p 1910 Santa Cruz @ $40 per 1110nth on tankers of Texaco, Inc. RetUPI1ed 

Dec. 29th 1968 from 38 days on SS 
Vic a■ been on MANY ship■ - both TEXACO NEVADA. 1968 worked 141 days 
coast■ plus NayY Stint --■ on RJing on Texaco Minn and Texaco Mass. 
NPG/NPM Silper/pri-ry, big arc•• Last year on Texaco N.C. and Texaco 
4 years NPMer. Recalls Merr Wyoming. Says PAY SCALE IS SOME 
Riuismu■■en who still lives in Red- CHANGE FROM 1928. The Texaco tanker 
.-ood Cit • are mostly 11Jumboized 11 T2•s except th 

SS TEXACO MASSACHUSETTS which is some 
284-P JOSEPH IV. BAKER "JOE" (JB) larger. 

223 Fairmont Ave., San Carlos, CA. 1-----------------------i 

94070. T: 415/593-6816. H: WB6EAE 
(6CEB-1920). M: ARRL. 
EOD: 192iJ - SS W.S. PORTER. (WTM) 
Later on the Annette Rol h 

285-P HENRY E1 MEYER (HM)
1224 Taylor Street, Holl,:wood1 Fla 
33020. T: 922-5436. W: Wilma. 
H: WA4TRR & W2BGP (2.AXH-1920) M: 
QCWA. RADIO PIONEERS (NBC); GOU>
COASTERS, Broward Almteur Club. 
F.OD: 1923 - SS SIDONEY. 
Then followed aasignments on tho 
West Eldara, Srift Scout and ss:. 
President Van Buren •• With West
inghouse interworks, Telegraph & 
fax, ATT LL (Trans.Atlantic Tph); 
NBC, Radio City and then his own 
business. Retiring 1957. 

The inclusion of Member James W. Exline 
above - the Societ71s 290th member is 
the last for 1968. There may be others 
whoso dated applications still bear the 
1968 date mark but as this edition or 
PORTS 0 1 CALL goes to the printers, we 
will be unable to include. This makes 
a GAIN OF 130 MEJ,fBERS on our membership 
rolls since the SU.11111er Edition of POC 
was printed - we think this is a, Tery 
fine rate of growth indeed and one that 
we are proud of, There must be a very 
SUBSTANTIAL REASON or course to draw 
so many of the old timers and we think 
it is the REAL DEDICATED INTEREST ALL O 

�D • ·v-�.FOR TUr: SOCI.:l:TY. 
l@.li QIU!ail.CJl--l:JIII-

NUZ to 1919 and Hon. Discharge. 286_SGP JOHN s. PHILBRICK "PHIL"(•• Paul learned LL Morse in Michigan 
.·· [NitfBitty'·triiues 

then moved West in 1907• Sa.- first 2855 Carlsbad Blvd., Carlsbad, CA. , 
92088. T:NR. •1••1• -··-

wireless set aboard one of battle- EOD: 1314 _ ss PERSIA/MBS (Pacifi ships ot Admiral Evans Fleet in Mail ss Co). Bellingham l908 and got ''bug". Paul "RJ" Lista "Phil" in his book as recalls c. H. Thomas Chief Operator being in Charge at Bolinaa HP in UWT Seattle 1908. He waaRJ 1 d at PU 1920• by "Smidell". Paul now approachingi---------------------1 
80. Glad to have you abeard OM.

281-P OTTO J. KRAUSS (KO)
l25 7th Ive., San Franciaco

1 
Calif.

94118. T: NL. W: Ann. 
EQD - 1922 - SS FORDONIAN/KRU
Nine years on many- ■hip■ iacluding 
El Cid, Trader. Moran Liners El 
Norte, Lago, A'lmirante and Oceano. 
Ward Liners Pan7co and Camagna7. 
In 1931 Tran■ terred to Purser(inc) 
Chief Pur■er many ship• (al■o help
ed out at time■ on wirelo■■).
Some ship■ included: Algonquin, 
Cherokee, Mohawk, Sminole, Iroqui■,
Shawnee, Orizaba, S6bone7, Havana,
Oriente, Morro Castle.
"SWALLOWED ANCHOR" 1946 a■ Pert
Purser Interocean s.s. Co. of 
s.F. N- e119plo7od u Frent De■k 
of BELLEVUE HO'IEL (San Franei■co). 

282..P Guz R. Hardon (RV) 
146 South 2nd St., Rogers City-, 
Michigan, 49779. T1 NR. R1 XBNG 
(8NG 1916-20) • M1 OOM:, ARRL, AC.Al. 
EQD1 1920 - CITY OJ' llJl"l".lLO/WP'Q (UP 

287-V IRVINE FINVER (FV)
115 iashingtoa St., Ca11J1Dclaigua

3 

New Tork, 14424. T: 315/395-2034.
H: W2AXG (Since 1925).
l!'.OD: 1927 - SS HOWARD/KQH
SOS/CQD•ER: Chri■to■ Sigala■ -Dec 
1930 when ■hip ■prung leak during
whole gal• and crow had te abandoa
ship but not until dter sos; sent 
and DF bearnings taken b7 the SS-:
Monfiore. (Printed in RCA NEWS
March 1931). We hepe to republish
th• aeceunt. Irrine-■ on aan7
■hip■ until 19·'1 when he went with 
,CC and ha■ been with the■ to tho-

resent ti-

288-P DAVID T. WERSEN (NI) 
3561 Military- Ave., Loa An ele■ C
90034. T1 213/838-8996. W: Doria,
H: K6CV (7NI-1922) M1 Palisade■ 
A■atem- Clull. 
IX>D1 1924- 88 LYDIA/WROI 
S•••••·••l-' ■hip■ li■ted tre■ lt:M
until 1935. CN1pli■ent■ Arll,T Bre.t
tland tor Into aboat Seeiot7. (UP) 

TD . . • 'fflAT IT IS 111 Not only on Page 
38 ••• but on Page 40 as well 111 Tho 
"QO'RlmOR" !!!!, NEVER BE THE SAME. We di
set it up correctly in several headings 
but it ■uata been that 48 point outline 
ty-po 11 

Anp,a7 - "TE m,• charcH himself with 10 
de-rit■ for inexcuable earel-n•-• 
Now pleaao don•t confuse with om- geCHI 
�•r, Lorin DeMerritt (100-V) who haa 
nothing to do with typo-otting, althoug 
he does pitch hera.,...hee■ with "YE ED" 
now and then - no�ll7 taking hi■ 10 OU 
et 12. Bors-hoes, by the -7, is the 
only- gw whore "being clHe" l1Wttia11 
·•-te•

Con■alation - b1at peer excuse. Blooper■ 
oeeur al■o■t every day- in the big cit7 
papors - oven on the front pacol They ar 
the ''Pro'•" et the publi■hing bi■ while 
the .Aaeient Mariner i■ a rank ...teur -
••-ti-■ DBI BANI• So "Sorry- •bout 
that" ••• and while - are en th• aabjeet 
•loa■• •011■0 tho other llloopara; •• , 'big 
and -11 that y-oa raa •-•• ho� 
•oadlin•• and not oneugla ■ixturo et 
WelN:ter wi tll FIiak and Wapall with a da■ 
of Merri■aa? 

59 



,Alphabetical Listing of1 Memher;s Plu�s Ham Call 

A •• •. 

ABADIE, FLETCHER S. 
AHRENS, George w. 
ALFONSE, WALTER 
APPLEBY I '.nl.oaaa (Cdr-USNR(R) 
ARBUCKLE, Merritt E. 
ASIILING 1 Charles W. 
ASPLUND, RUDOLPH A,P. 

B •••• 

BAARSLAG, KARL H.W.
BAKER, JOSEPH W. 
BALDWIN, Edgar V. 
BARKER, Charles R. 
BARSTOW, Frank H. 
BARTLET!', DEXTER S. 
BAU!>ll.IN, Leon M. 
BEATER, George 
BECKER, Peter J. (Jr). 
BELFORD, JEROME W, 
BERNSTEIN, BENJAMIN 
BLAKE, CHARLE.SF. 
BONKER, DAN 
BRAND, EARL F. 
BRATI'LAND, AIDl:>ND D. 
BRAY, JOHN T. 
BRELSFORD, ERNEST C. 
BRENTMAN, WILLIAM A. 
BRILL, CY s. 
BRINCKMAN, FREDERICK D, 
BROCKWAY, JOSEPH E. 
BROOMAN, JOHN P. 
BROWN, ROBERT P, 
BROYLES, HUBERT D'. 
BIJDDECKE, CHARLES B. 
BURGER, LESTER R. 
OORHOP 1 H.AROIJ> J, 
BURNS, JAMES F. 
OOTI', HARVEY R. 
BUTTERWORTH, WALTER J. 
BYARS, LLOYD J. 
BYRNE, LES F. 

c •••• 

CADY, EBEN K. 
CALDWELL, JIM 
CAMENISCH, FRANK C, 
CANNON,, CLIFFORD H. (SR) 
CARR, CJIARLES J'. (SR) 
CHAMBERS, JAMES T. 
CHASE, RALPII N. 
CHILSON, LEWIS D. 
CHINN, GEORGE W. 
CLARK, G. WARREN 
CLARK, KENNETH G. 
CLARK, THOMAS F. 
CLEMENT, LEWIS M, 
CLYNE, WILLIAM E. 
COLBERT, I.R. 
COMRS, LESLIE (DECEASED) 
COMPTON, BUGH 
COMSTOCK, GEORGE I. 
CONCANNON, CHARLES F, 
CONRADT-EBERLIN, Capt. 

Viggo Henry (USN(R) 
COOKSON, HOWARD 
CORMACK, ALAN N 
CORPE, G.S. 
COURCHENE, HOMER B. 
CREES, DR, ROBERT R, 
CRE.SSE, ALFREDS, 
CRONKHITE, C .IJ, 

. D .... 

DAHLSTROM I ALFRl'.I) 
DALTON, ROBERT E, 
DANKO, JOSEPH P, 
DAVIS, STUART E, 
DAVIS, WILLIAMS. 
DeCHAMPLAIN I PAUL R, 

�eMERRirr, LOREN G, 

W6JB 
W5F11N 

K6CIN 
K6KKlf 

1fB6ZAE 
K6NF 

WlDGB 
K7VMK 
W6NIO 

WA5KSJ 

K6EA/MM 

IVA6IGM 

K6GY 

W9IDY 
W5DNM 
K6ETY 
W8ZL 
W3XOU 

WlGM 

W7TCQ 
W6DXA 
W6TR 
Pending 
W6FI 
K6IX 
W6TON 

KH6BF 
W6ZR 

K3AA 
W6WPH 
lf6DQI 

W7MKW 
W7CJ 
K4RQ 

WA7CJV 
W2GW 
11'6ET 
lf6LM 
W9DQ 
W7DRW 
K2IX 

de NEUF, DONAIJ> K. 
DE NEUF, EMIL 
DEWING, GEORGE B. 
DICKOW, HENRY W. 
JnXON 1 �CIS C • 
11.ROZDIAK, WALTER N, (DR,) 
DUNN, CHARLES M, 

I! •••• 

EAGLES, WGENE E. 
EASTMAN, FRANCIS M, 
EGOLF, RICHARD S, 
EISENBERG, RICHARD A 
ELLISON, MELVIN E, 
ENDERLIN, ARTHUR 
ENNIS, ROBERT W. 
ENTWISTLE, GUY R'. 
ERICH, 1'1.LLIAM J', (VR2EK) 
ERICKSON, ERO 
ERICSON, ARTHUR E. 
ESTEP I GERALD N. 
&STEP, HAROLD A. (CDR USN(R) 
&S�,_,. RUSSEL A

i/ EXL.u, ... I JAMES ' •

F •••• 
FABIAN, ERNEST D, 
FALEY, JAMES BOYD 
FAIK 1 VICTOR H, 
FARMER, GEORGE <1, 
FASS, SYDNEY J, 
FASSETI', LEE ri. 
FAVRE, GEORGE E, 
FENNER, PAUL R, 
FERGUSON I CHESTER RAY 
FERNANDEZ, JOSEPH 
FINVER, IRVINE 
FOSTER, EARLE C, 
FREELAND, CARROLL 
FREEMAN, DAVID 11, 
FllEEMAN, WILLI.UI 

G. • • • 

GALVEZ, WILLIAM 
GARRETTE I EDWIN C, 
GASKILL, WILLIAM W, 
GAZZANO, SAM 
GEISEL, FRANK 
GERLACH, WILLIAM G. 
GILLI.U1 1 JAMES N, 
GI.ODELL, COIJ. LeROY M. 
GOOBS, OTTO J. 
GOULART, MANUEL 
GRAY, G, PAUL 
GREELEY, FRANCIS B, 
GREEN, WARREN L, 
GROGAN, LESLIE 
GROVE, WTHER B. 
GROZINSKI, MARTIN J, (JR) 
GRONDELL, HERBERT c·, 
GUY, RAYMOND JI!, 

H •••• 

HAIRE, mAYL IJ, 
HALLOCK, JOSEPH H. 
HANNAH, WILLIAM H, 
HARDEN, GUY R, 
HARE, RALPH M. 
HARRISON, OSCAR T. 
HARTMAN, 0, FRANK 
HAYES I HAROLD D'. 
HAYTON, WILLIAM N, 

W6DIX 
KJ.Zn. 
W6ZYF' 
W2ZH 
wevs 

(I HAZLETON, RALPH L,
HELnlR, WAYNE Ir, 
HENRY, CORWIN R, 
HENRY, ZVERl!:Tr a, 
HOFFMAN, WIU.IAM HOLLIS 
HOKE, VERGNE IJ. 
HOLGERSON, EMIL JJ. 
JDJBDRD 1 GEORGE&, 

W6LDO 

K6JO 

WI.AL 
W6AL 

W1.NF 

W6BEU 
lf6AUC 
W4GWR

IY6BGD 

W600 
W6NZ 

W3PEV 
KH6SL 
WB6DUC 

W2AXG 

W6NK 
WAflMYO 
W6ADN 

K6ING 
W6CC 
K4CV 

W6BG 
W6'.IDO 

K3AG 
--AH 

116NW 
W7JY 

lf:5KQH 

W6AER 
W'7YA 
W2US 
K8NG 

WBIWIU 
r7AG 

xeox

Yl2WJ 
11'8H8 
weon. 

HUBlWID, IRVIN VI. 
HUL'!qUIST, JORN A, 
HUNTING, WILLIAM .A!. 
HURTr, JOHN N, 

I ••••• 

IRVING, HERBERT W, 

J •••• 
JACOBY, AR'.mUR C:, W30Y 
JAGGERS, HOMER D, 
JENKINS, RICHARD E. (OF.CEASED - 68) 
JEWELL, PAUL M, 
JOHNSON I ONEY A·. 
JOHNSON, THURSTON A, 
JOHNSTONE, CRD, RICHARD USN(R) K6FZ 
JORQUERA, LOUIS E, KL7FLD 

JQ •••• 

XAIDER, STEPHEN J', 
KESLER, CHARLES H, 
XIMBERK, RAYK>ND S, 
KING, FORD 
KING, BOWARD 17, 
KLEINKLAUS, LOUIS J, 
KNIGHT, WALTER N. 
KNOWLES, J,S. "SI" 
KRAUSS, OTTO J'. 

L. • •.

LaCIIELT, WALTER I), 
La FETRA, BERNARD W, 
L.AJ.m, ED. S. 
LANE, BENJAMIN P, 
LANE, FRED A• 
LARSEN, CHARLES W, 
LAZARUS, BENJAMIN N, 
LEAL, ALBANO 
LEE, CHARLES B, 
LEIGH I PHILIP P • 
LELAND, WALLACE H, 
LETSINGER, PAUL R, 
LINDGREN, HARRY 
LINDSAY, EDWARD G, 
LOPEZ, ANDREW B, 
LORD, HARRY R, 

Mc •••• 

W6SCI 

W6GB 
WA7COE 

W7HJU 
lf7FNE 

WB6JQJ 
W2JB 

W6PZY 
K6VF 
K7WL 

W6ND 
W6AAK 
lf5JH 

McCARGAR, JONAS L. W6EY 
McCARTHY, JOHN J', IV6)C 
McKINNEY, JOE H, CMDR USN(R) 
McLEOD, GEORGE R, 
McMAHON, LEER, 

M. • •'• 

MACKIN, GEORGE R, 
MANGELSDORF, FRED B, 
MARSANO, CARLO M, 
MARTIN, RONAIJ> G. 
MASON, CARL L', 
MATTES, ARTHURS, 
MATI'HEWS, WALTER I', 
MEDITZ, JOSEPH I!), 
MEYER, HENRY E, 
MEYERS, RAYE. 
MICHE, JACK A. 
MITCHELL, WALTER L, 
MONEK, GREGORY G, (DR), 
MONTGOMERY, MARTELL E, 
K>NTLE I ROME 
)l)()N, ROBERT B', 
K>RENIJS 1 CHARLES M, 
MORRIS, HEDLEY B, 
MULUHX 1 GEORGE If •. 
MUNNERLYN, CHARLES J, JR, 
MJNTER, lfILFRED(GR) 
MURRAY I RODOLPH C, 

If •••• 
NANTZ, RADllND IJ, 
NELSON, JOHN B', 
NEWBY, RAY 
NEWMAN I DONAU> p. 
NICHOLS, CLIFTON T, 

WASNLH 

K6GI 
W6ZK 
WB4AJV 
W6ZF 
WlGHK 
WSJE 

lf2CKQ 
WA4TRR 
W6MLZ 

W611L 
K6HM 
WA7fflP 
W6YN 
K4RX, 

W6DAA 

HPZc: 

( MTJI') 

��S P�Nr.EllS J il J au a L-• u UUU&&U&UU&&U&UUU



IL >C =>C XC ,c :, C '' IC >< > C >< IC >< >< :IC'" 

. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... ... .. .. . . . . .. .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... . .. . .. ... ... ... ... ... .... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

. .. . . . . . . •· . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
• • • • •• • •• • •• • •• • • • • • ! • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • ... ... ... ... ... ... .... .... .... .... ....•..........••••..•••.••.• .... 

WHO WHERE WHAT WHEN WHY 7 7 7 
:JIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIUIIIOIIHnllllllOIIIIIIIIIIIIIIICtUIIIIIHIIOIUlnnlllllllDIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIUIIIIIIIOII-IIC 

� ?tote.i � 1Jt� 
IIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOHIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIINIIIIOIIHIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIUIIIIOIIIIHIIIIIIOIIIII IIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIUIOIIIIIIIIIUIOIIIIIINIIIIOIIHHIIIIIICIII-IIOIINl...i '---------r 
= · p!��

c

i. w
. 

:� � � n m r; � n � m l'J I ::;

e

:�-;:�� 

a

:i: there are s 

�-� W �Ii� W ��II nwty "old timers" who are so dedicate 
O. • •• 

� .A. - ;,,/ A-��•. to preserving our heritage of the 
O'BRIEN, WILLIAM J r-'!«4 -'TetUJe f't'4#t- C,� SeYen Seas. Reports fishing not so 
OLSON, KEITH W7FS WELCH, HERBERT E. WGPRD good this year. 
ORl-1.SBY • RUSSELL S. WERSEN, DAVID T. K6CV THOMAS APPLEBY 
OSBORNE, BUTLER J. 1'6US WESTERLUND, H.S. ''WES" OSTERHOUDT, ELMER G. WHITE, LAWRENCE v. 

P .... 

PALMER, ROBERT S. 
PARKANS, STEPHEN 
PARNELL, LESTER F. 
PASCOE, GORDON H, 
PEEK, LOYD 
PEMBERTON, CYRILL H. 
PEREGRINE, CLARENCE A, 
PERRY, GE ORGE E, 
PHILBRICK, JOHNS, 
POTTER, CARLOS L, 
PRATT, HARADEN 
PRICE, EUGENE H, 
PRINCE, ROY F, 
PYLE, HOWARDS, 

Q ••• R ... , 

RASER, ED G. 
RATHBUN, WALTER R. 
RAUCH, WALTER P. 
ROBERTS, COL. HAYDN P. 
ROBINSON, ALFRED K. 
ROBINSON, JOHN T. 
ROEBUCK, FRED G. 
ROWE, ALFRED H. 

s •••• 

W7RD 
IV6TDH 

W7BA 
K6LE 

lf7TC 

IVA6NYB 
VE6LP/\Y6 
W70E 

lf2ZI 
W7FW 
W6NR 

W6CN 
W7MEA 

W2BSJ 

W6BNB 

lf8KS 
(WA60MS) W6IB 

W6FCX 

SCHMITT, LAIYRENCE R. 
SHRADER, ROBERT L. 
SCHREIBER, WALTER R. 
SIDNELL, ROBERT G. 
SIMPSON, EMERY L. 
SD1PSON, ROBERT L. 
SIMPSON, WARRE.'J G. 
SINGER, CHARLES H. 
SLATER, JACK (JOHN L.) 
SMITH, WALTER D. 
SNOW, ALBERT E. 
SPAGNA, MARIO J. 
SPATAFORE, JOSEPH 
STAGNARO, JOHN A. 
STEAD�IAN, ROBERT G. 
STEFFEN, CARROL V.N.

STENGLE, WILLIAM T. 
STOUT, MAX V. 

T •••• 
TAGGARD, STANLEY G, 
TAPPAN, LESTER J, 
THOMPSON, WESLEY C, 
THORNE, PHIL E, 
TRAVIS, GERALD E, 

U ••• V,.,. 
VAN PATTEN, THERON C, 
VETTER, If ,A. 

If •••• 
WARNER, REYNOU> T, 
WARNOCK, ARCHIE D, 
WARNOCK, DR, A,P, "BILL" 
WATERS, CAPT, JOHN E, (R)USN 
WEBB, MON L, (SR) 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 

W6WF 
W4IJ 
lflRZ 

K6ER 
W6MAB 
WlGBB 
K6.AY 

K5CDA 

W6BPV 

W7JU 

W6EC 
W6AD, 

WHITTAKER, GERALD A. "JERRY" 
WIEHR, HENRY F. 
WILLETS, GILSON V (RADIO REX) 
WILLIAl-1.S, CHARLES E. 
WILLIAJ-1.S, CHARLES R. 
l\'IUI.SIHJRST 

I 
ERNEST 

WIZEMANN, GROVER W. 
WOHLER, W, EARLE 
WOLCOTT, ERNEST E, 
WRIGHT, ROBERT A, 

XYZ .. , •• 

ZERBE, RAYMOND W, 

(•) Inacth•e. 

W6FC 
W6JOOI 
W6EEZ 
lf7AN 
lf5KQE 
W6KHA (• 
W2ES 
W6FS 

IV7IE 

o owing ne1rB no ea an co
ments are "gleaned"from answers to our 
yellow - Request for NeWB form/a, lette 
etc. We thank all for their contribu
tions. Perhaps you will not find them 
in alphabetical order but - hope you 
find the material enjoyable. They will 
bring back many nostalgic me-riea of 
those days which are fading into the pas 

IClllllllllfflCIIIIIIIIRIICl____,.lltamD-..otll-1 M 

WALTER N, ALFONSE "• .. juat what we 
need to bring back 

fond memories. As Dick (RJ) said, •• it 
may be radio to 4-0 Million - but its 
WIRELESS TO MEI Fir■t met Ray Kimerk in 
Yokohama -..y yeara ago. Keep,e track of 
old friend Ken C1arit (187) on his jamita 
around the 11old apple". Herb Ir-Ying #14-4 
will etc when CW NET atarta, Recalls Col 
days - played against Colo State where 
Ye F.d went to school. Anyone know where 
old timer F.d Stockman ia? Fill in. 

ARCHIE D, WARNOCK Archie aaya he li-,ed 
at the ALPINE HOTEL 

1914-15 but den•t recognise� of the 
ops in POC he kn- there. Archie has 
had a "rough" time the laat year with 5 
trips to hospital w/eperationa. Says. 
sure gets a big kick out of POC - reads 
it oTer and oTer I Rea.alls Val Leach llhe 
made relays (killed in auto accident n 
Fresno � year■ ago dter .idng arrer 
al llillion $$$ in Relay bis). Happy to 

••• naae of Ken Clark on roster. Reealla 
Ben Springer. Good n•WB - Media- aa:,a 
"don't co•• back for 6 month■I" 

o,R. ANDERSON "Sure enjoyed Aug. POC" 
Sends Comp to C.N. Carl, 

quiat and Carl E. Ander■on (San Diego) 
both old ti•• braaapomider■• An� .. rkN 
fro• HM te Ntireaent 1964 xaw in the 

Co1D111ents on Loomis -
"He died of a broken 

heart because no one would b.elieve 
what he had done" ••• all he lacked 
was proper finances. Tom reports he 
still has books ayailable on this 
remarkable aan. Notes a remarkable 
increase in membership. Reports hear
ing fro• Radio Rex occasionally -hope 
he is in good health. Sends 73 1 s. 

HAROU> J, BURHOP Reports "anchored" 
at Stuart Florida 

in his Airstream, Likes that area wi 
Stark Toteman closeby. Entered the 
Wal.kathon across the great Mackinac 
Bridge Labor Day (free) 5 mile hike. 
Still likes his "Collins" rig and get 
many hours of carefree pleasare from 
it. Sends 73 1 s to the OT 1 s. 

E,V, BALDWIN Ned reports receipt of 
new call (X6NF) record 

ed this issue. Would like join CW NET 
Sends "beat II to FG and all the OT' s • 

BENNIE BERNSTEIN Would like to know 
"what kind of equip 

KPH uses ? Bennie has been "beating 
the bushes" for members. Mentions 
F.rank Boraody at Palme.tto, Fla. ,Pie tr 
Rametta in Genoa Italy (RJ 1 s on ships 
needing ops in the Med, area)He bring 
ships back to the states and then fly 
home to Genoa. Also mentions Sol Len 
koWBk;r on the SS Robin Hood (old Mac 
!nap. who went back to sea after ret-

.iring from ITT). Thanka Bennie.

HUBERT BROYLES Says sorry to note 

Hatton Wilks, Pres.of 
VWOA does not appear along with Gilso 
Willets et al. Reports enjoying good 
health but wife has been ill. Hubert 
quite active in ham bands, contacts 
with members Mike Goulart and Daye l"re-. Recalls "P• eld days" 2a-
31 and exciting experiences. One occa 
aion orew -tineyed and 6 put in 
chains mitil port reached. Also saved 
a member from droring when he fell 
oYerboard and Hubert only one who 
heard hia. Sayed another man from 
fatal injury. Reports nice Tisit with 
OT - Harold Burhop who oame through 
Chioage - en route. 

ROBERT P. BROWN What happened to th 
Picnic in Balboa 

Park ? Our face is red I Thinks it a 
good idea and so do -• M-ber Fred 
BRINCXMAN rill try te arrange a "get
t ... gethe.r in Southe:m C&lif • in March 
and so- of ua froa the North Countre 
rill try to attend. We 1 11 -it to••• 
what Fred Co-• up rith and annomice 
it in THE WIRELESS PIONEER. 

CHARLES R, BARKER Sends 73 ta to the 
gang fro■ Fredoni 

1'ew Tertc. Re has forwarded "ooap" 
iaauea ef POC to Meaar■ l'Al & John 61 

Breuaarcl, Johll s-llow, Col. Walter S 
Ropra. Ken. Riohariaen (MT1' - Next P 



CHARLES R9 BAKER (CONTINUED) 

John Haggerty, John H. Hankin and Al 
vin Dean (Addr••••• furni■hed on RQ. 
+ SASE. 

Cha■• aaka the "whereabout■" oft Ben 
NOTES AND ClUOTES/ Springer (■aw him laat 1915 in Sea-

ttle) 1 Arthur E. Jackaon "JN" at CX 
Cleveland, Supt. IWT New Orleana clo■e W'll. Edgar Perry, o 
wrecking tug "Favorite 111914 (Copper Harbor, Lake Superior) 
Frank H. Bargmann - NLH, CGS etc. (If you know about any 
above tell Charles Baker ( alao copy to ua for our info.)

EBEN K1 CADY 'IP-54 Thank:a to Eb for aaking arrange-nt■ 
tor Peb. l■t meeting plaoa and for 

acreeing to handle re■el"Ylltion and detail•• Eb i• one of
tllo■e tine su;yw which aake an organization ■ueh aa our■ 
"click". Report• Fred Roebuck •/•eriou■ eperation but 
now tine. Mentiou Roy Mock, old ti-r• with SI and Globe 
now live■ 506 Wiulow St. Red-od City,C.l 94062. Hope -
can get him to join. Ditta Syd Barton, .an;r year■ Mgr MRT 
X■tg Stn. at Palo Alto (.lddre■s: 1549 Alma st. Palo Alto. 
Li'N■ aurrounded (Eb that i■) with ■o many eld friend■ and 
■hipmat•• he loves it. Al■o trip• Reno/Lake Tahoe etc., 
Recall■ year■ ■pent KFS involved literally hundred• of 
distre•• incidents, •••• of them quite unu■ual. Says he 
will "•pill out a f-" if we have plenty of ■pace •., well 

GEORGE BEATER Several nice letter■ from George and 0111' OM we'd love e■• 
faces are alightly red. Aaka about the doa------------------------------� 

umentation and meaning of 11PG" traffic ? We have used it f:LFRED s. CRESSE WP-122 Al furnished ua a copy of "THE 
all our lives but can't find it li■ted aey,rhere. Perhapa WIRELESS AGE" recounting his 
some of our reader■ can verify? Says "CP" still used, pe experience of being "Torpedoed" which incidentally verifie 
BERN LIST ••• perhaps NIVY? or doea it go back to days of second claim on membership in SOS/CQDer Club. We didn't 
CQD and "MM" ? Sent us a nice ■toey about one of the rust have facilities to reprint copy but hope sometime to have 
buckets he sailed on - will tey reprint with perai■aion. it copied as we find it very interesting and will hold for 
Reminisces about those "INDEPENDENT A-1" receivers... One t-_a_f_u_t_ur_e_i_■_a_u_e--'

. __ T_hanka ___ Al--'.
'-----------------1 

good thing about them - you could guard 500, copy Nil on 
long wave and listen to BC all at the aame time Ill 
Recalls Spanish ships EAAL and EAAI-1 with "n,arveloua" ■par 
with "key happy" ops who would QTO every atation from W.lG 
in Maine to WAX in Florida. Sparks were outlawed in 1940 
and "good riddance" as salt had premeated hard rubber inau 
lation and few operated at better than 1/3 of their capa-
b lit Geo now lives in Mesa Arizona. 

DEXTER S. BARTLETT "OU> BART" our Assistant Edi tor ••• • 
when Ye Ed can catch his breath to

show Bart the inner-sanctum has a world of storiea; - moatl 
98 percent true. We'll be bringing them in future issuea
of POC. Bart's publisher tied up with other projects 
keeps him "yumping" with revisions on his new book, Says 
he recently went to NY via Jet in 4 hours 15 minutes that 
used to talce him 2-1/2 months via wooden USSB ship. Sends 
73'• to all old friends, sru. 

ARMOND D. BRATTLAND "ARM" is returning from ••• the land 

COAST GUARD We have received a number of letters from
yarioua offices of the USCG and appreciate 

their excellent coeperation, We are now on -iling list 
to receive their "AMYER BULLETINS" pi.us Coast Guard News 
releases, We hope to cover AMVER (Auton,ated Merchant 
VE■sel Report(System) in some detail-in early POC as it 
ties in-•• clo■ely with the work of our me■ber• - at least 
active members and of cour■e those who have retire� will 
greatly appreciate the information and grand work this 
splendid organization is doing in safeguarding lives and 
property (shipa). Some of their ■tories are extremely 
interesting to read and we hope to reprint with permission 
some of particular intere■t to our membera, Special t 
to Capt, Gordon F, Hempton (Washington D.c.), Lt, D, F, 
Albert (Governors Island) and Adm, Bender S,F, 

WILLIAMS. DAVIS -Pl9 Bill making good use of his "re-
tread" license, Sudden call from 

"Sealand" 2200, RO didn 1 t ■how - hop aboard and enroute, 
Big 620 Container job - CRB then Yoko. DXlOO Jap Trana
Ceiver - good equipt but ANTS·· leuzy, Excellent acconmoda
tions w/18xl2 staterooa w/toilet-ahower a/c, Radio shack 
ditto, Record still holds, Bill says "oldest" man aboard, 
(69 years), New Years greetings te all the gang. (KPDV) 

of the Blue Ox! We didn't have a 
chance to record his new address in Bemidji so those wlala 
record his address at 1135 Magnolia Ave,, Long Beach, Cali 
can just "let it stand", Arm and XYL plan to stop off in 
Laa Vegas to attend the SAHARA/SAROC "shin-dig"••• have a 
real blow OM. Arm has been a good booster for the Society 

Arm - ou rill note Dave Wersen K6CV now #P-288) Many tkat----------------------------------1 (More later fro• some intere■ting copy), 

G1
S

1 "OLE SAM" CORPE Several nice notes fro• Saa, He 
has sent "comps" to a number of go 

prospects for membership, including, Col, H,P, Roberta, 
Los Altos, Harry Grace, Sonora, Dr. John E, Water■ at 
Hemet, Charles Austin in Portland, Lee Potter Lancaster, 
and Harold Hayes Evanston. STORY OLE SAM DIDN'T GET TO 
TELL AT COTATI: ••• "The preacher wuz raving along & sayin 
••• we should all have only love in our hearts for everyone 
and NO HATRED for anyone etc, Then he ask., 11Is there any 
one in the audience who can truthfully say he has no hatre 
for anyone ? One ole guy (musta been so■e wireless gadge 
from some old rustbucket) raised hi• hand and stood up. 
The preacher repeated again and said ••• "Brother Bill ••• 
you can honestly say you have no hatred in your heart for 
anyone, can you?" And the old guy aezt "That's right I 
The bytarda are all DEAD I" (quote/unquote), Send■ hugh 
CONGRATS to all, 

I,R. COLBERT "Ike" says he had a real interesting trip 
days gone by on a four-maa,ted sailing ship, 

the "SS NUUANU" to the Phillipine■ and Japan w/pix, Sure 
can use them OM, We all enjoyed your ■toey in thie i■sue 

RALPH CHASE -Pl09 Ralph ■ay■ he baa ■ome good pix of OU> 
KPH and aaka if we would like to pub

lish ? Sure would OM, He had furnished Henry Dickow with 
them but since Dick will not publi■h hi• book, he ■ucge■t■ 
- use the be■t in POC, Oka Dick? 

HUGH COMPTON WP-27 Hugh baa been buay up in the Pao, N.W 
doing yee.ua duty fer SOWP, Thanka OM 

Hugh ■ay• he ••e• and work■ with Gord Paacoe eften - Gord 
i• Beeing Company (frequency coerdinator) while Hugh i• te 
side in Flight Operatiou radio ■tation, Hugh .. 7• he 
hopes attend Hua Convention Laa Vegaa flying dowa/ltack, He 
■uggeats we develop "■eal■" like OO'l'C and QClfA, Have it 
already in ■ind - after w■ll certificate■ and meaberahip 
card■, .l'l.l 1111, Thanka OM. 

C,H. CANNON WP-17 Jee ■ent in cepy of ADMIRAL LINE 11DAIL 
RAD!O NEWSl1 Hepe print in POC co■illg •P• 'l'k■ OM. Send■ 7 

HENRY 1f. DICKOlf-WP3. Di■couraging new■ from our last 
letter, We all hope Dick is on the 

•-d, Reported he was so ill he couldn't complete the pub
lication of hi• book which we think would be fabuloua. He 
plans (may already haTe sent) all ■aterial to Smithsonian 
for their Co-.unioation■ Section, We wonder if in the 
SOCIETY OF WJBEJJ'.§S PIONEERS we could get meabers to 
underwrite the publiahing of this book? Comments are 
invited, Knowing (probably) -ch of the material will 
never ■ee the light of day if ■ent Sm thaonian, we hope to 
have thoee furnishing ■aterial release atories to POC" for 
eur u.■e ( with Dick'• per■i■sion of course), 

La.at Fall, Dick mentioned the experience of member, Le■, 
Gregan and Rudy Aaplund juat prior te Pearl Barbor, They 
were on the Matsoll Liner LURLINE and picked up siga at 
least a week prior th• attack, noti:tying Naval Intellig
ence,, It i■ covered in a paper back • , , "THE BROKEN SEAL" 
however, we hope to have their first-hand en technical 
upeet■ Rot related in erigiul -• It would aaktl veey 
interesting r-ding, 

.l'll of the eld ti■-ra- - -rld wide - wish HENRY DICKOW/ 
■peed;.r ref"'![Y , •, and aay 1969 ■hine in your me-ey beo 

GEORGE B. DDING-228 H-roUII anecdote of the Scoweegian 
Nivy - hope to run next i■aue, Says 

FB te read and know about th• 11eld guard" - see■ Jack 
Slater, Henry Dickow, Earl Wohler etc., eveey now and the 
Say■ it■ a thrill te lmow all the old 
ti-rs are INlnding tocether under 
th• lMumer of the Seoiet7 of Wire-
1••• Pioneer■, 

Send■ rre•tillc■ te all lrl• 
eld friend■ - al•• hep•• te 
■ff ••- he ha■ Im ... b7 
-■• ner the year■ b11t
never -t. 

Thallkll - C11rl417 

TI-IE SOCIETY OF 
WIRELESS PIONEEI\S 



News in Brief I 

,,� NAIIW ilt � NfAllin 
BILL J. ERICH-107 

Bill reports 11POMSAT11 down in FIJI. Incidentally Christ-. 
greetings to "ALL HANDS" came in an •Yelope with colored 
pix "out of this world" ••• Stamps that is. Bill says all 
fine - going to Australia for Yule. Talked to Bob Gell 
recently - used to be Op on the Arangi which ran from Aust
ralia to the West Coast in days gone by. Really appreciate 
the Society's publications ••• says Bill. 

EUGENE E, E.ifil.ES-178 Gene can tell you about the day• 
when Pacific Wirelesa Telegraph Co., 

operated station "G" in Los Angeles up on the top of Bunker 
Hill, near 3rd & Flower Street with contact to "G" over in 
Avalon. Gene "cut hi• wireless teeth" at "G" while also 
filling in at times at Postal -431¼ So. Spring. Gene 
recall• that Station "G" had a 100 foot vertical mast, and 
a Yartical fan. No operators license required in thoae 
days. (1905). Said they cleared messages only at acheduled 
times throughout the day. Usually only a few messages on 
file - sometimes none. After many "misspent years" a■ a 
telegrapher - wireless and landrire for Postal, WU and the 
Santa Fe, Gene waa one of the earliest men in radio biz in 
the L.A. area. Gene, who is a good friend of Sen. Barry 
Goldwater told Barry about our organization and wa receiyed 
a nice letter - written at altitude of 10,000 feet while 
flying oYer ARIZONA. wishing us well. This wa appreciate 
yery much. Barry is no new-comer to radio a■ most all h 
!mow. Personally wish him well as he returned to his old 
job in Washington. Gene sends best 731s to all old friend 

GERALD A, ESTEP - 93 Gerry reports selling home in Ale■-
andria, Va., bought a V\Y CAMPER and 

started out on retirement trip to West Coast Tia beach 
towns in N. c., and visiting old friend■ across the u.s.

(Ray Zerbe in Prescott - now at Yuma). Returning to their 
old home in San Diego they inDDediately called twin brothers 
Harold and Rues and had a famil• reunion at the Jlami.lton 
Ranch down in Baja, Calif., then to Northern Calif., and 
Oregon to visit relatives. 9000 miles on the VW at laat 
report. Nice story on the fire aboard the SS CONSTANCE 
which makes Gerald a member of SOS/CQDer Club. We'll print 
in more detail in a later issue. Sends 731s to all. 

FRANCIS M, EASTMAN-250. "Sandy" reports morlng fro■ Silye 
Spring to Rockville. Took a long 

trip to New England in the Fall stopping in Sturbridge and 
Mystic - enjoyed the latter especially due to the Alan 
Villers story in August National Geographic. Sandy ia an 
old timer in the early days - Fifth District USLHS. Later 
transferring to (now) Fil where he held aeveral key poai
tioll!I, including Chief of Mission in Taipie, Formosa, etc. 
Sends 73 1 s to all his old aasociatea. 

ERO ERICKSON-21 Nice letter from Ero with story of Skippe 
Kurt Carlaen which you will find on P-27 

POC - this iasue. Ero is editor of "RAIN STATIC" and the 
ACTION K>NTHLY in Chicago. A great amo1mt of interesting 
reading. Ero Yisiting s.F. this laat fall •ucgeated the 
installation of ''WIRELESS EQUIPMENT" on the Schooner 
TAP.AM& and went to the head of the Dept. about it. We hope 
something will 11jell" in time on aaae. Wh .. la •••- to 
turn VERY Ji. J;_ Jl .1 in Calif. Park.a Dept. Sends 73'•• 

JOSEPH FERNANDEZ-56 Joe recently sent ua a oard ••• a rea 
collector's it- aince it waa ata■ped 

and cancelled at the EQUATOR,., LAT o• o• 011
• Joe on a 

trip to Columbia, Pan&IM etc. Send■ Beat 73'• to all. 

LEE O FASSETT-37. Lee aent us a story •••"That Little Tena 
inal Tube", a atory that could happen 

only once in a lifetime. Serry Leo, it got ''buried" We'll 
get it next iaaue. Say■ he appreoiatea the doo-nta�ion 
of ao much intonation and fact■ about the boy■ who played 
his part (no -tter how ■-11) in the deyel•p-nt of radio 
coaaunications on land and ■ea. Spigot ■ends 
hi• beat to all the old ti-rs. He baa 
a world of friends fro■ aern.ce dating 
back to 1913 when ho tirat took out 
the Tanker OLEUM - wm. Ham call 
''DQ" used about 1909. 

niE SOCIETY OF 

WIRELESS PIONEERS 

DAVlD H, F1U:EMAN-14 Daye ■end• "congrata" on lut POC •• • 
aaya, "reads like a wh•'• who in the 

Wir•l••• gaa• and make• an old "•parka" feel like a nonce 
coapared to aome of the real OT'•• Daye aaya although not 
knowing many personally ho baa contacted J111U1Y via ■park ea 
aro fro■ old QTH 1'WPA" from 1923-29. The atation then -• 
owned by the Gulf Ref. Co., and to -intain their job• the 
had to fight the "competition" from old oatabliahed wire-
1••• companiea IWT, Makay, RCA, UF, etc. It waa reugh I 
recall■ some of their old op■ -- W.W. Travland (WSDN) Dec
eaaed, E. D. Coburn - still going to ■ea, El-r Birchfield 
X-Cil retired WMAIW; Clyde Roberson X-CAA retired W9EGR. 
Says he i• all for a SO\fP NET a■ it will give opportunity 
to koe in touch. Senda 73 1 s to all old ahipmatea. 

ERNEST D, FABIAN-113. Reports vacation trip to Pac. N. W. 
visiting Seattle and Centralia. Say 

Beat wishes to all for good work of the WIRELESS PIONEERS. 
S "HAPPY" 

SYDNEY J. FASS-25. Sends beat wishes to all old friends. 
Notes that Vice Admiral Jack R.Rednmn 

who lives in S.F. is one of the Navy•• real pionear co
mmlicators and waa Coan. Officer of the 12th Naval Dist
rick in 1927-29. Suggests he be considered fo HONORARY 
membership in the Society. Syd has aent out a number of 
"comp■" to good likely prospect.-. Ye Ed might say in 
passing that he has received WONJ)ERFVL COOPERATION from 
TREASURER FASS during the past year. 

WILLIAM G. GERLACH-104. Bill reports being "drydocke d" 
for awhile (surgery for kidney 

stone) all A-OKAY! Bill reports. Was disappointed not to 
attend Rooamoor picnic plus KPH "Safari" but health did no 
permit. We hope to see you at SAN MATEO Feb. lat Bill. 
Bill says ••• POC most interesting - I'ye spent a lot of 
time soakin u its contents - ye absorbin . 

RAY»JND F. GUY-160. PREXY OOTC sends 73 1 s from LIGHT-
HOUSE POINT, FU>RIDA and tells us 

about 11QRN11 The Newsletter of the "GOLDCOASTERS"� Claims 
that if you "suffer from perturbation expansions" the cure 
might be to join the GOLDCOASTERS. 11QRN11 - 12 pages is 
full of cartoons and erudite stuff reserved mostly for the 
rocket boys but the style in which he feeds it to you will 
take you of,- the pad and fast. It only takes two cl
to join. You'll get many a chuckle-perhaps even burst out 
laughing. Gu;y•s addreaa is 2320 N.E. 34th Court and Zip 
33064. 

MANUEL GOULART-16, Mike says he enjoyed the article in 
last POC about Bill B 1 s GOODlflLL TRIP 

aboard KOCZ around South America since he spent so 11111ch 
time in the area himaelf ( 14 trips through the Canal on 
the old SS IQUITOS "OBY". Mika says should always show 
2-wire antenna system for American installations to distin 
uiah from 4-rire systems used by British Marconi (English 
Marconi Company-that is). Mike had ham station AG/MG in 
1915 then lAB up Boston -Y• Recalls that CCV had the 0 
tube receiYer en West Cout of South America. Telefunken 
sets in Chile (CC-calla) and rough spark■ (OA-calls in Pe 
Oil had an old ■park coil that must have had a 35-"0 cycle 
tone but a fine op. Aaka - how about so- East Coast ne
by Ray Meyers etc ? FB. Recalls Deak Green one of the· 
Ops on old Fall Riyer Line while Mike was just a "listenin 
Ham". (Ed Note1 Deak Green now liYea in Pert Charlotte, 
Fla. Tried to Yisit on laat trip but not at ho-. Ray• 
Ye Ed long aaaooiAted. Ray recently furnished Ye Ed with 
initial or- (radio) on the ''LEVl:11' ( toe late for this 
iaaue but hope to publish in in near future). Mike send■ 
73'• to all the gang. Say■ 113011 fro■ WlfAH for now.

GEORGE s. HUBIJARD-41. George say■ that perhaps combining 
a mNting of California - Neyada & 

Arizona members would be a great thing - visit the ss·. 
!UEEN MARY ••• that tickle■ hi■ imagination. Well it app
that the QM may not be ready until 1970 ao perhaps in the
-antime - can hold a ••ting - already suggeated by Fred 
Brine.Iman. More on it ahortly. Perhapa ••■lier■ up North 
could collectively charter a Greyhound Baa, arranging tor 
pickup■ en rout•� Might not h a bad idea I Say■ he wil 
not overburdea us at the moment but ha■ ■-UT idear ceeking 
■-e in atatua of a hen•• egg only under incubation for en

-•k - too early te aaeertain their degree et 
fertility. Mentions ¥Moen" Mullins and! 

Torry Hanson who should be -•
George •ucc••t•d - pionie no 

•- at ALUM ROCK PJJlJ. 'lhea tlla· 
H •• 1 is ALUM ROCJC PAHi: ? W'e'n looked • 

all our -PB• George aencla 73'• to al 
the OT'•• 63 
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The ahip waa ah••� the harbor cleared, 
Merrily we did drop 

Below the kirk, below the hills, 
Below the lighthouse top. 

• Ri■e" of the Ancient Mariner
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W. EARLE WOHLER - 4 Our Senior Vice President -- COMMO-

IRVIN W. BUBBARD-16• 

Irv offera hia �-page autobiocraphy of 
whiah Dickow had planned te use about 8 
pagea. Of�er appreciated but that would 
a POC in it.elf ae we'll haTe to draw on 
new■ itema - a few pagea per iaaue. Thia time we
had an it- (atory) Titled ••• "FRUSTRATION". No 

· ian 1 t about baJ.k:r equipment • •• rath- its about a
Senorita down Nicaraga wayl It will do ■ore for you than 
Geritol eyer thought of doing II Perhapa another iasue 
IrT. Thanka anyway. 

THAYL L. HAIRE-42. Thayl reports a visit from OT Andy
Wauchape. Says he ia not "radio act

ive at present but has had W6AEB for � years. "GU" was 
aboard the SS BYFIELD in 1919 and many ships since, then 
Marine Auditor to Mackay for many yeara. He checked over 
the abatracts of hundreds of opa. Now at the Vet's ho■e 
in Yountville atill in fair health. 73's to old friends. 

DORE WOHLER THAT IS ••• repor� 
received a letter recently from PAUL F. MacCARTHY, Chief 
Radio Officer aboard the S.S. UNITED STATF.S telling him 
that he and his staff of six enjoyed reading our laat 11POR 
O• CALL •. (It may be noted we listed ''KJEH" as carrying on L------------------------------I 
a five-man complement in our last issue of POC). The olde 
staff member on KJEH is 69 years young and recalls many of 
those listed in the Directory. 

"Commodore" lfohler reports that Paul MacCarthy also infom
him that the 11QE" has an 8-man staff. He is anxious to go 
aboard the 11QE-2" for a visit to see the new sophisticated 
radio gear she is reported to carry. (At this point the 
acceptance of 11QE-2" is somewhat in doubt as she has taile 
her sea trials and it is reported by the press that CUNARD 
has refused to accept her). 

The SS UNITED STA'i'ES returned to New York, Nov. 26th from 
their annual drydocking trip to Newport Ne.,. to get ready 
for their Christmas Cruise embarking Dec. 20th. They had 
just returned from a cruise to Bermuda, Lisbon, Madeira, 
Tenerife, Dakar and st. Thomas - makes us all want to slip 
our anchor and shoTe off I 

Earle and XYL Freda are taking the special cruise of the 
SS BRAZIL around South America leaving Sebastopol the last 
of the month. They rill depart from Port Everglades, Fla. 

Also worthy of note was a 50 YEAR REUNION of three "OLD 
SALTS" at their home in July 1958. The three were ship.. 
mates 50 years ago on the SS CITY OF TOPEKA. Included were 
Josiah S. Knowles of Seattle and Walter laChelt of Santa 
Cruz all sailing on ''WGY 11 with Earle. We had hoped to brin 
pix of the reunion - perhaps in the next issue of POC. 

RALPH L. HAZLETON-11. Ralph haa done a lot -of "missionary 
work for SOWP" for which we thank 

him very much. Ralph ia one of the OT'• who went back to 
aea aboard (last) SS YOUNG AMERICA/K!:fXM. Nice letter from 
YOKOHAMAl. Ralph had a "hectic" trip atopping in SAIGAN 
lllllid booming flares, rocket• all around. Liked his atop 
at Bangkok (wonderful city) but too little time. Reports 
Johnny Livingston on the Kenyon Victory and Chauncey Lock
wood with Matson on Japan run. Had nice QSO w/Bill Davis. 
Ralph again back at Lincoln City Oregon. (Had nice visit 
with Ralph before his laat trip). PS. Have a st

�

ry •• 
"OF THE EMPTY JUG" Hope to print it next time Ralph 

KEEP S>ITLING - IT MAKES EVERYONE WONDER lfflAT 
YOU HAVE BEEN UP TO ????????? .-

ARTHUR C. JACOBY-62 Thanks to Art, Harry Lindgren is one 
of our members (261-P). Art and 

Harry met in May 1919 at Balboa where Barry on the SS MT. 
SHASTA and Art on SS SANTA ISABEL/WHN were docked alongsid 
each other. For "recorded" facts - Art has them, having 
kept a diary in the early days of sea-going. Enjoys read
ing them every now and then Note we published a story 
Art sent in story which we printed on Page 30. IYe Ed had 
similar experience in NAGASAKI prior WW2 but "lost" his 
camera). Art mentions contacts with former ahip ops -
Ernie Landick of Lynn, Maas, Paul Nunnemacher in Allentown 
and has frequent skeds with former Marconi Ops at WlNF, 
W2ES, W2JB and frequently W4YHZ and W5AU. Reports both he 

Earle predicts that this issue of PORTS o• CALL will become and XYL Larraine enjoying good health and retirement. Art 
a "COLLECTOR'S ITEM". Of course it makes us feel good to retired 1963 as Test Engr. Pa. P/L Co. Art recalls with 
have anyone feel that such accomplishments will become a degree of nostalgia the Marconi School of Instruction at 
valuable entity. If such is the caae, credit to the many 25 Elm St., NYC with Me■srs Bucher and Chadwick as the 
many fine members who have contributed and responded in su.�_in.e __ tru __ c_to_r_a __ -_c_irc_ a __ l_9_1_6�•-----------------c a fine manner. HARRY R. LORD-238. Sends "SUCCESS & GOOD LUCK ••. for th 

JOE H. McKINNEY (CMDR USN(R)-237. Joe would like to remin 
any ■ember who haa work 

ed for the u.s. Government and eligilJle for c.s·. retirement 
that time spent on u.s.S'.B Teasels count toward auch retire 
ment - at least that time you are on "signed on for deep..ae 
voyage•"• Port and coastwise time does not count ( it did
not with Ye Ed at least). Transcript of records can be 
obtained from the GSA Archives File by addressing1 

General Services Adminiatration 
National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D. c. 20025 

Thanks Joe for this information. By the way, Port time 
counts unless it is in the u.s.A 

OSCAR T. HARRISON- Oscar aays he hopea POC will pub-
liah information on shore atationac 

past and present. Make intereating reading for ua ol 
sea dogs that still interested enough to take an occ;. 
asional trip and liaten to the boya on 600 ••• darn 

thia KILOHURTS busine■a 11 Oscar aays hia old ahi 
mate Paul Mc Elroy (PJ) who sailed with hi■ on the 
SS CITY OF BALTDIORE/WDF.O (1933) was "loat at sea" 

while on a trip from Honolulu to Manila. Saya PJ 
was a wonderful guy I PJ•• brother Ted worked at 

WSL holds a n1D11ber of apeed' records. Hia name 
has been attached to the ''Mao Key" etc etc. 

Sucgeata perhaps aome of the ARA\ boya will 
aend ua the info on ahip and detail• et 

Paul Mc Elroy•• ereaaing the 1tar. 

n!E SOCIETY OF 
All\WAY PlONEDIS 

MUCH NEEDED SOCIETY! Reports being 
out here in the "sticka" (Dallas Texas, that is) (Ye Ed's 
Note ••• All who live West of the HUDSON RIVER are conside 
ed in some quartera as living in the 11aticks") with few 
■arine opa around. Hopes that we will print ALL OF THE
HISTORICAL DATA ON EACH APPLICATION FVRM FOR EACH MPfflER
This is a BIG ORDER but we hope to publish most of it in
future iasues Harry. Barry retired 1964 with some 52 years 
in the radio field. Reports (1918) hearing SOS of SS.
PRESIDENT LINCOLN topedoed and sinking during WWl. Barry
on USAT NANSEMOND gaye position ( 70 miles) to akipper who 
promptly changed course in opposite direction (Navy Orders) 
later Sept. 19 1918 USAT Nansemond had 4l5 minute engagement 
with German Sub (later identified as U-155) gun ere .. firi 
34 rounds before out-■aneoUTering sub and escaping. In 194
Harry c-plained of "intolderable" gas fumes on tanker 
SS DENVER while at Boston. Just 12 days later the SS DENVE
exploded and burned at sea aome 80 miles off North Carolina
Coast - half of crew loat - never had a chancal Harry'• hob y 
ia hia Mack&:,- 128-AY Marine Receiver on which he listens in'
on all Atlantic-Qulf-Pacific traffic. Sent COMP te Dwight
Howland, Erie, Penna. 731• te all hia eld friends. 

W.&LLACE H. LELAND-66. Wally aaya until he read POC he did 
not know that Jaak Slater was the 

op that relieved him on the McCondok L-ber Sahooner -
Multnomah ••• alao noted another 11alu■nua" the ''WMA" was 
Frank Geiael. (Ed•• aete1 'Dl.oae who "graduatedl frea the.
Mul. tne■ah of ceurse are plaeed on a hich pedeatal of Wire
leaa Societ:,- ranlcing ••• .ALMOSI' witla 
but UND.l!lR thoae of the "CELILO"). 
Wally apent ■all)' yeara (after 
ahipa with BAT, UAL, rotiriq 

in 1H2. Now ltnldl•• 
!lllt'J'Wl;ataa.CHY, 

r ... - ·· -�
'ir , " � . ,,-- . 
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HOWARD s. "YB" PYL&-150. 

Heward aaid he enjoyed th• atory on th• 
SS CONGRESS/EMMA ALEXANDER etc., ■inoe he 
'listened te IDUch of the diatreaa traffic to 
and from her - fro■ hi• ham ■hack in Portland. 

Thank.a Ho-rd fer ■ending "Comp■" to the folloring 
OT Ship Opal Warren Green, Mercer Island, Harold E. 

�
en

iti' 
Seattle, Robert John■on, Seattle, Edrin Roat of 

e, Edw. McGinnis of Pa.co and Dwicht H\ltton at John
Day Oregen. Sa:r• Henry Jenkina and Eyerett I,a•bet also 
qualified to join but he doesn't haTe their addreases. 

WILLIAM A "BILL" BRENIMAN - 1. Ho-rd edita and publiahe■ QRP/.ARC-I and reporta it going 
well with much interest fro■ membera. Say• he enjoyed Ye 

''YE ED" and wife enjoyed a trip to the Pacific Northwe11t Ed '• ■tory of the south America Cruise of KOZC: aince he 
and Canada this fall, seeing many old friends and calling spent 3 weeks in harbor at CC.Al (Arica during WW-1). (Might 
or attempting to call many me■bera who were not at home. note Howard and Ye Ed worked together in Seattle Regional 
We picked up a "Trade-Winds" Continental tenicamper enrout Office of CAA yeara ago. He wa■ Radio Engineer while Ye Ed 
and hope t.o make good use of it this coming aU1111Der - under wa■ Chief of Operation■ BreDch) • Senda 731 a to all OT'•. the tall pines in the high country. i-==:......:==:......:.c:.......:..,;c..:..::_..,;__;;;,...,; __ .....;...,;_ ____________ __, 
As I sit here at the "near end" of thia edition of "PORTS VIC H. FALK-283. ''VIC" reports he hu read POC - through 
O• CALL" with � hundreds of "man-hours" aatern, I can't and through and through, since joining 
help thinking of the wonderful "vantage point" and per- as result of member Lea B:yrnea yeoman duty. Lea by the 
spective I have with the wireleaa records an d biographiea -y - one of the real old t1-ra now 87 year■ YOIDlJ ••• he 
of nearly three hundred member■ at my finger tip■• ia •till Tery lively ••. j,aping around like a cock/roach 

It is truly a record of achieTement and an era of history 
reserved for Tery few in it11 entirety. I can't help but 
conclude that the eager, lllllbi tiou■ and adventurous "wire
less" 111en of yesteryea.r haTe deyeloped into aome of the 
country's moat aolid citi■ena ••• leader■ in many -lk■ of 
life and with accoapliahmenta (as a whole) far aboTe the 
norm. I could name names but in so doing I would probabl 
hurt many because of space limitations. 

I find much happiness and pleaaure in having an active 
part to play in this wonderful group of "profeasional11 11 • 

(per Vic). Sent pix of his ham outfit circa 1913 - thought 
he'd pick up MARS (the planet that i11). NeTer did l Old cal 
used wa■ 11 E C O II in Morae Code - easy to recognize -
sound it out and you'll agree! Vic RJ' d Lea Grocan at 
Wailupe/NPM Aug. 8 1919 - recall■ Henry Dickn stationed at 

Pearl Harbor - Big Arc••• Sez HARRY NEW YEAR TO ALL HANDS! 

ntm· G. ROEBUCK-176. Reported he wa■ well on way to recoT 
ery. Did •- yeoman work for the 

Socie ty in mailing out Co■p11 to eligible proapecta. Sorry 
he couldn't make the Walnut Creek picnic. 731a to all. 

I hope I will neyer see the day we dilute our profeaaional ALBERT E. SNOW _ 192. Al is one of thoae legendary ltUJ"8 standing by opening the gates to "all aegments" of the the c-ioationa bis., He just electronic industry - merely to become a large organiza- ■1■ .. d "big ti■e" (my word■ not his) when he signed off a tion, per se. I believe that it is "QUALITY" and not few ■inutea prior to HMS TITANIC/MGX hitting the ice berg 
"quantity" that is all important and I am thankful that and ■ending CQD and sos. He saya, aa a ha■, heinterrupted 1-_o_ur __ o_f _f_i_c_e_rs __ an_d_d_i_r_e_c_t_o_r_s_a

-=
gr

'---
e_e_wi_t_h_m_e_. ___

_
_

__
_ _, MGY transmitting to CAPE RACE/}g the night 14 April 1912. 

C.W. "BILL LARSEN" - 13. Al and our Veep "FG" met at wee a few years back while Fr 
Bill reports that member Ral h waa Tisiting Fred Duton Heiser ( perhaps Jean 
Hazleton ia return-•cr-=::::::1cc::=:::::::1::c:::=:::s:Jc:=q;i I Richard Lorraine who RJ1d Mr. Heiser as Mgr. 

ing with a 2000-watt linear fro■ Japan. Ala• 
says OT Les Mariner is aortng to Port Townsend 
Washington from near Chicago. Ye Ed aight 
mention that Bill was elected Preatden t (Nat•l) 
of the AIR MAIL PIONZIIRS for 1969. CONGRATS 11 

. , . , 
.· 

at wee. Al put in 35 year■ at wee prior to 
retirement in 1965. Thanks to 41 for his 
fine yeo-1lip in sending "Comp■" to the 

WIRELESS PIONEERS following eligibleet Walter J. S,:ett, Somer-

'" 7: t: y" Tille, Maas., Henry W. T. Munroe, Suncook,N.H 
""-(, --- --Many members probably don't know that the I 

and Robert C. Steadman, Hyannis, Maas. Al was 
Society has a MASCOT ? Well it haa ••• Bill'• a:=:::::::ia::=::::::1cc=:::::::1::c:::=::zi "round the clock" nan at wee. Said when CDX 
dog •�11 (radio active) haa ju■t been elected to fill wa■ right on 500KC could hear FGA at Dakar. 
the postl Bill reports W6FZ CW NET a fine aucceaa. Send• i-,:S�e�n=d�•=-•�•c�h�e�e�ra:,:.1_•�an=d=-'�'b�e�•�t�•-•�t�o:......:a�l�l:......:WP:..:....'�S�•:.....----------f 
73's to all his old frienda and they are legion in the 
Co11111unicationa field. 

WIIJ..IAM J "BILL" 0 1 BRIEN-112. Sanda "greeting•" from th 
land "Down Under" ••• Aua

tralia that isl Hepes member■ Tiaiting Sydney rill giye 
him a call. Asks about Rax l"arrell (heard he passed on 
about 3 yeara ago). Sent "comp" to (now -■ber) Fred IAne
277). Recalls Carl Langarln and day• of URTA. ( Ye Ed baa 
names of all s.F. Local me■bera and rill publiah when apac 
permits). Urges V .P. Fred Mapcelfdorf to Tenture � 
HA.Will on next tri Weat. 73 1 • to all OT'•• 

ED. G. RASER - 35. Ed says he is getting "EXGfiI:!,fitfT" co
operation from the OT•s in W,P. ■end

ing him data on cos•■ (Certificates of Skill). Ed is makin 
a list of all who haTe held theae aost coveted "tickets" 
from the year■ - May 1911 to Dec. 1912. Ed, who runs the 
W2ZI HISTORICAL WIRELESS lolJSEUM in Trenton, N,J'. says he 
••• "couldn' t atop reading POC when it caae ••• so interest
ing" • FB. Glad you liked it OM. Note from Europe when 
Ed on cruise - ■uch appreciated. That MOORMACKER "BRAZIL" 
sure geta around! Baa aome 300 shota of early installa
tion ■ ping back to 1901 when Marconi built old Sta tion "B" 
at Babylon, N. Y. • Ed haa reorui ted aeTeral me■bera for 
the Society and I - aure both we and they thank old "Zed 

RAiY MEYERS - 89. We hardly know "where te ■tart" when it Eye" fer hi■ yeo■an .. rk. Senda 73'• to all. ALL THOSE co-• te ■-ber "Heinie" I On the ge and IJ'Jll cos· who hill!' got reported - pleue aend dope to. ED: so many ldfiliation.a and projecta. Ray, aaong other thin Adclreaa1 19 Blackwood Drive, Wilburtha 1 Trenton, N.J. Zip 
very Cine Minded - CiTil Defenae Adminiatrator of the Cit 08628• 
of San Gabriel plus meMber Cirll Sern.ce Co-1aaion. BIG �===--------------------------1
JOB for January rill be "M-C 1 ing" the� at the Hotel 
Sahara in lAa Vegaa Jan. 8-12. Sorry thia ia■ue not in 
time to publiciae thi• "flDl conTention" to all meabera but 
hea:r aay - Ray i• a ''Maater" when it co-■ to be inc the 
head man on the podiua. Thank■ to Ray alao for nioe ite
in the Herald-Exaadner. We know "Heinie" i• a s-d 11D.C. 11 

man u he "fixed" the ele-tora in • 
in Palm Beach ••• back wh-. The 11.A:.O." -n o-14n 1 t de 
it. That-■ where a petato te deter■iae polarity, a 
acrew-driTer and pair of pliera did the jolt. "Rainie" aaya 
he ahould haye foll-ed Mr. P'l.acler•a a4Tia• and inTOated 
half hi• aalary in Florida real estate mzN. We "oall 
Ray craahlanding 100 ■ilee Weat of Breat P'ranoe iJl a R-11 
bomber and setting help Tia "carrier pic••11.■"• We hepe te 
bring ■- of hi• •terie■ in futare i■1111ea ot PORTS 01 

DAVID T. 'IERSEN - Late comer to SOWP but ■-king up 
tor loat ti-. Just aent a dozen 

applioation fo.- he �t• to distribute to old timer■ who 
are qualified. Darld reporta retiring fro■ the L.A. Trade 
and Tech. College laat yMr, then took on a NA& writing 
project. Senda • •• "lota of aucceaa to SWP". 

88. 

RYRYRYRYRYRrR"tRtRtRtlu 
TB+TIME HAS COME 
THE WALRUS SAID,TO 
TALK OF MANY 'fflIN 
OF SHIPS AND Sit.AS 
AND SULING WAX, 0 
CABBAG&S AND KINGS 
RfRJR!RtRxktRtktkt 

� Send■ 73'• to all hia friend■• --�------�==� 
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LAWRENCE R. SCHMI'.lT - 204. Larry records roughly 6 
years aervice with UWT 

and Marconi 1912/189 then USN (CER). 1920/22 R.I-
9th Dist. Chicago. Later with Morkrum Kleinschmidt 
Corpn (Teletype). Of particular interest to Ye Ed 
who went through Teletype Corp School in 1933 was a 
copy of the new HIGH SPEED INKTRONIC PRINTER that 
Teletype has perfected ••• printing 105 characters 
per second or 1050 WPM - almost unbelievable 7 It 
provides excellent copy. Non-impact (quiet); No 
moving parts except paper handling, mixes short and 
long printed lines without "fill" characters. Foll
ows line signals - no buffer characgers. Ink as 
easy as typewriter ribbons to replace and leas cost 
ly; Uses 5-level code or 8-level U.S. Standards 
Assn. code for ifn interchange ASCII. Prints up to 
80 characters per line. While Ye Ed was Deputy 
Chief, Communications Division of the C.A.A·. Washn. 
the organization was the largest user of teletype 
system and equipment in the world - hence the inte 
est. Those who graduated from Teletype School will 
probably remember the Director, Mr. Kulkeen. Larry 
says perhaps retired now but still around Skokie. 
Larry recalls Dec. 13 1912 as the "cut off date" in 
change-over from Morse to Continental coda ••• or 
when Morse was in effect "outlawed" on the high Sea 

WALTER R. SCHREIBER - 94. Walt suggests a column 
entitled: "WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO:" (Operators and 
Ships). We think it a fine idea and evidently many 
others endorse the idea. '!banks Walt for yeoman 
duty "Comps" to Ev Henry, Silver Spring, Md, T. c. 
Van Patten, Seattle, Sy Pemberton Vista, etc. Sends 
73 1 s to all old friends. 

EUGENE H. PRICE - 79. Gene is an old timer who 
built his first ham statioa 

at 13 and went on to become a member of the Board 
of Directors of Mackay Radio and Gen. Mgr. Marine 
Division in 1945. He was elected V.P. in 1945. 

Retirement was on May 26 1960 and since has moved/ 
back to Aptos, Calif. Gene is on the air with his 
WA6NYB delighting in his habby good CW with old 
pros on the ham bands. Sends Season's Greetings. 

ROME �llNTLE - 12. Rome recalls a trip aboard the 
TUCKAHOE during \f\fl.. They had 

run ashore during pea-soup fog on Martha& Vinyard. 
Could hear cows mooing shorward, also a rooster 
crowing loudly from landaide but couldn't aee a 
thing • About then came a measage ••• " QST QST 
DE IVCY WAR WARNING BEGINS ENEMY smtBARINES MAY BE 
ENCOUNTERED BETWEEN LATiroDES OF FORTY TO FORTY TWO 
DEG THIRTY MINUTES NORTH AND BETWEEN LONGI'roDES OF 
SIXTY EIGHT TO SEVENTY ONE THIRTY WEST STOP PAR
TICULARLY ACTIVE OFF CAPE COD AND MARTHAS VINYARD •• 
Ship became ungrounded and they proceeded ta Cape 
Cod canal with a number of ships torpedoed around 
them ••• they made it I ROME IS OUR "FISHING EXP 
up in the Pacific Northwest. If interested in 
fishin' ••• drop Rome a line. You will also find 
him on the air with WA7FBP. Sends 73 1 a to gang. 

SORRY ••• THJT IS .ALL. That is all the apace we 
have this e dition. •• 

have quite a few letters left over. Will add to 
our space for letters and ne- items from members 
in the next edition of PORTS o• CALL. Have •-
fine stories and itema of interest we would like ta 
include but at the aoment we a.re down to the WIRJ!7� 

Nearly all of the letters published (with at
exceptiona) where in chronological order u reoei.,_ 
ed. We SINCERELY REGRET inability of apace and o 
tim• to add all to this edition but u■ura �•rial 
will eventually find ita way into cap,- for .fO!lia. 
9' CALIJ. 

SO FOR THIS ISSUE 731& 

YE ED. 

C 
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MEMBERSHIP _REQUIR_EMENTSi 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MEMBERSRXP in the Society of Wireless Pioneers ia, 
predicated on the requirement that the applicant 
having a,,t one time or another during his lite, earn
ed his lirtng handling COH>IERCI.AL TRAFFIC by Wire
las--, either at a land-atation or abaard ship. 

Eaaentially, applicant ahould hav� held a co111111ercial 
license - above the amateur level but this is waived 
under certain conditions, such aa thoae who worked 
in the Navy, Coast Guard, Lighthouse Service or othe 
branchea of Government which did not requine licenae 
but where those aasigned to duty DID. HANDLE COMMER
CIAL TRAFFIC. Also, many operators were assigned 
to duty� licensing waa required, even by the 
"CERTIFICATES OF SKILL" circa 1910-11. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE. 

Those who join after January l 1969 will be required 
to pay an initiation tee of $2.00 plus yearly d\les 
required of all members of $5.oo. The "initiation 
fee" will go largely to pay the cost of Wall Cert
ificates" which we plan to furnish all members. 

CLASSES OF MEMBERS: 

"SPARK-GAP" PIONEERS 
Members whoae service started PRIOR to 1915. 

"PIONEER" 
Members whose service started during 1915-25 incl. 

"VETERANS" 
Members whose service started during 1926-35 Incl. 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES 
Members who started service AFTER 1935. Those who 
have taken assignments AFTER 1950 must have 2 
years of service to be eligible. 

.ALL CLASSIFICATION/S OF MEMBERS have roLL VOTING 
privaleges. All will be carried as LIFE MEMBERS 
on the Society's roster/a. Only those who pay in 
sustaining dues however will receive the Society's 
publications aa and when issued. 

Frank Geisel - Chairman Membership/Credentials. 

END - FINIS - QRU "30"
We approach the end of another big job. Ye Ed 

baa enjoyed this "labor of loye" in no l!IDlllll degree 
and his only hope is that you ••• like the product I 

We hope our SOCIETY will continue to attrad all 
of the fine individuals we seem to be drawing inta 
our organization and that each member will take it 
upon hi11111elf to publicize the WIREIESS PIONEERS aa 
that is _really the onl,- way we can build a substan
tial and -aningful organization. It must be fro• 
the enthuaiaam generated by the -■ber■ themselves 

Sa as this goes to the printera - this Sixth 
da,- of January 1969 • •.. KilIDEST USIIBS TQ YQU ill/

Bill Breniman 

I •.

·1

I



'' And all I a1k iJ a windy day wit/, tlie wliite 
doud1jlying, 

And tliejlung 1pi-ay and tlie blown 1pume, 
and tlie ua-gul/J crying.'' 

-Salt Water Ballads

1 




