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By Donald K. deNeuf

Probably I have a copy of most codes and key-
boards which have been used over the globe in the
past hundred years but I never knew that the
Underwood Typewriter Company made a mill with
Japanese Kana characters in WWII called a RIP-5.
Paul Dane, executive secretary of The Society of
Wireless Pioneers was in one of the outfits during
the war which intercepted Japanese transmissions.
The operators had to be proficient in both the In-
ternational code and Japanese Kana code. He is one
of the few members of the U.S. Naval Cryptographic
Veterans Association who owns his own RIP-5 ma-
chine. He says the RIP-5 keyboard looks like this
lower case.

NOTE the two diacritical signals:

W indicating semi-hard sound on preceding letter -
example: HA becomes BA, sent as two dots in Morse.
(Negori).

O indicating hard sound on preceding letter - ex-
ample: HO becomes PO, sent as signal ..--. in
Morse. (Hanagori). Kata Kana Kode on a Keyboard"
by Donald K. deNeuf, president of The Society of
Wireless Pioneers.

The Kata Kana Code. The characters in the right
hand column are the cursive type. Numerals use the
International Morse signals. In non-telecommunica-
tions Kanji (Chinese) characters representing an
entire word or idea are often employed especially
for foreign words for phrases.
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