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To Remotest Corner of Seven Seas 

Traveler Will So�n Be Unable to Dodge B usiness Cares by Ocean

Voyage, for Insistent Callers Will Trail Him to 

• 
His Cabin A board Ship 

TH ERE is many a t i red, as the  saying
goes, business man who has ta.ken

a t r ip to Europe for no other reason than 
that  he  wanted to be ou t  of reach of that 
use ful ,  but  at  times a nnoying, Instrument ,  
the telephone .  His  was the pleasure of 
draping his  feet o ,·er the  bridging extrem
it ies of a deckcha i r  without fear of t hose 
haunt ing  bells which Mr .  Poe might wtll  
have inc luded i n  h is  ode.  

Bll l  seclusion Is a thing of  darker ages .  
There is  l i ttle of It to be had today at any 
price. W here thf! wires do not bo1·e i n  I '>  
find a man the wireless does . And now 
the last barrier, the sea, is  to  fal l .  � 
Pick,erW.. chie� radio operator o( the Lev i 
athan ,  declares that  wi th in  two years wire
less te lephony at sea will be a pract ica l 
rea l ity and short ly thereafter a l l  the big 
ocean l iners wilJ have their staterooms 
equ ipped with telephones through which 
al l  the world may have access to t he trav
eler. 

" \Ve have experimented with com )lete 
success from the Leviathin , "  says Mr. 
Picker i l l .  "I  have talked over a telephone 
kom t h; ship when i t  was well out in the 
At lant ic  to offices in  the Woolworth Bu i ld· 
ing here i n  New York. I have talked to 
"'ashington and to  private residences In 
Ohio .  

"As a matter o( fact .  the  system cou ld 
be establ ished today. There is  a stat ion 
at Deal  Beach ,  N.  J ., which is  fu l ly  
eq u ipped to connect ocea n liners wi th  such 
t e lephone ·n umbers as  their passengers 
may cal l ,  but full readiness on the part of 
people to the idea is being a waited." 

And so there will soon be no  rest for 
the man in the deck chail" . He'll no soon,ir 
get past Sandy Hook than h is partner 
w i l l  be ca l l ing up to ask what he  did with 
that Jetter from \Vhoosis & Co. And  pos
sibly the  w i fe wi l l  _ g i ve h im a r i ng  just  
to  see w hether she ca n  catch the taint of 
contraband on his sadly tempted breath.  

I nciden tal ly,  bei ng the  ch ief wireless op
erator of . the Leviathan isn't  exact!;> a 
sinecu re, i n  case any  one trundles up to 
you ' in  a two-ton truck and asks .  The  
. h ip has  the  most complete w ireless 
eq uipment  afloat .  Because of the fact that 
so many of its passengers are l i l<e ly to 
make u se of t he  wire less i t  is necessa ry 
that • i t  be equ ipped telegraphica l ly  :.is 
though it were a city of 1 00,000 persons. 

During its average trip of five days 
over ancl five days back it band ies 3000

ruessage -to and from just about every 
corner of the old g lobe .  l t  has proved a. 
sending /a nge of 8600  m iles. Last year Mr .  
Pickeri l l  s en t  a message when  1 600 mi ! e ,  
east of New York in  the  Atlant ic .  I t  was 
picked up by a vesse l  4000 miles west of 
San Francisco. That's tra veling. 

The l i ner also has a broadcasting ra nge 
t ha t  isn ' t  to be sn iffed a t.  Last year Mr .  
Pickeri l l  experimented w i th  broadcast ing 
the sh ip'!! programs held nightly .  H e 
received nessages from every State  east 

of  the M ississippi ,  from England and from 
Germany tell ing of receipt of the prog,:ams. 
Experiments in  the broadcast ing line have 
been discont inued,' however, u nti l  the radio 
conferees decide what ships shall be 
allowed to do so. I t  was feared some opera
tors might bscome so engrossed in broad
cast ing that they wou ldn ' t  stop to hear 
signals .  

"We can pick up just abou t all the 
. st ations that broadcast-at  least the pow 
erful ones," says ')ll r .  Pickerlll .  "We hear 
al l  the big American stat ions well out  at 
sea and we can t une i n  also on London 
and on Eiffel Tower and Berl in  and 
Brussels. 

"America unquest ionably leads with the 
radio so far. England's programs are not 
varied enough. Yoou heat· the same thing 
night after n ight .  Germany  Is corning 
along· wel I  and Is making a point of broid
cast lng· on ly  i nteresting things ."  

llfr. Pickeri l l  i s  one of the pioneers of 
radio in America. He began dabbl ins- in 
it more than twenty years ago and was 
a·ssoclated for a t ime with Dr . .Lee De 
Forest i n  experimental work. He was the 
first man to recei ve from the Government 
a fl 1·st -class l icense, the highest recogni 
t ion given a radio opera�or. 

vVhen the ·Nar came along he  enliste in  
the aviation service. He organized . ome 
of the a rmy's radio schools a nd for a t ime 
was I n  charge of the process of equ lpy. ing 
airplanes with radlo .  He  commanded the 
135th Aero Squadron and also was in com
mand of Post Field ,  at Fort Si l l ,  Oklahoma, 
one of the largest of the aviation fields . 
He later joined the Radio Corporation of 
Amerlca and did much experimental work . 

He had served on several ships and had 
equipped many others with radio, so when 
the Leviathan was t u rned i n to an Ameri 
ca n passenger ship h e  was cal led t o  the  
post of  ch ief  radio operator.  He  has served 
aboard t he  huge l ine1· ever since. 

What with h is  interest in  both radio 
and av!a tion, he is, of course, int erested in 
the combinat ion of the two . He sees the  
radio as  11.n  essential for av iation develop
ment .  

"Th e t ime i s  rap id ly  approaching," he  
says, "when radio eq u ipment wi l l  be as  
much a part  of an airplane  as  it is  now 
of a ship .  It will be of great value In  
co-01·dinat fon wit h the n ight ligh ting sys
tem . 

"The radio wi l l  enable an aviator to get 
h i s  beari ngs, just as i t  has helped sh ips 
to get theirs. And at  n ight or In a fog 
it  wfll he of vast assistance in guiding 
planes to t lleir l and ing spots . All  :,uccess
ful air l ines wil l  develop with rad io ."  

And spe aking of  ai r l ines be believes 
their deVf lopment is imminent .  Within 
the next vear or two he  expects to see 
commercial aviation put upon a 'thorough 
ly act ive and practical basis. And the  

· :eless  telephone, wil J  g,et  you there, to,
JfA .iV . ff A "'"''"' ' ' 


