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FIRST CALENDAR YEAR. MAKE OUT/MAIL TO WIREI.E�ERS. 

-� l;}, , • -� 
LEAVE BLANK 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & HISTORY SHEET 
**************** SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS ****** 
IIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIII P. 0. Box 530 Santa Rosa, Cal. 95402 USA CIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIII 

I here by apply for •i� membership in the SOCIETY OF WIRELESS: +3 PIONEERS· and certify that I meet requirements for classification 
marked below, by having held a valid government radio-telegraph­
er's license unl ess employment antedates licens e requirements. I certify � 
that I have earned my living during this period as a wirel ess or radio ��

� operator assigned to a ship or shore station open to. commercial ''PG'.' tra- �;:\.. 
ffic0 (Operators with military experience are eligible if they have serv.ed �� 
at installations handling "PG" traffic without license requiremen"ti if they 
can document). I agree to furnish records to substantiate if required by 
the Membership. Committe e. I agree to keep my address current oq the Society 
records and acknowledge failure to do so as sufficient gro�nds to drop me 

from membership. 13 March 1 969

- SPARK GAP PIONEER
(Service prior 1915

PIONEER
(Svc. 1915 to 1925)

Oncl usi ve) 

HISTORY SHEET 
S Y K E S NORMAN 

. • . • • • . • • • Date •••••••.••• 

L VETERAN
Svc .1926-35 Incl. 

PR0FESSI0NA!g 
ASsocIATE 
(Svc. AFTER 1935)h't>R/Y/ 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
G. 

----------------· ----· ---.,,,,..---• 
Given Name Initial Nickname Family Nam�e------� 

L........:..:_;, _______ ;_. __ -==�· 
_C_h_e_l_t_e_nh_am ___ • Glbs. • G-152 6N 

Tnh: A/C & No. Street or P.O. Number City State Zin 
-- - ----- - --- -

DATE OF FIRST LICENsE26 Nov. 1926 

NO. 1207 ·cLASS First

J. c.
SIGNED BY 

= ---- --- - - - --- ---- -
DATE ASSIGNED FIRST SHIP 24- Dec. 192

NAME OF SHIP SS • ORCA Royal l 

CALL LE'l!TERS GLTR co. 

Navy or military assignment where "PG" traffic handled (Attach documentation) 
SHIP OR SHORE STATION/S WHERE YOU HAVE SERVED: ;I' 

FROM TO NAME SHIP/SHORE STN. FROM TO N1U,1.I!: 
ec ' rar '27 s.s. ORCA Jan 28 Jfoy 28 s.s. 

ar 27 Apr 27 s.s.

27 Sep 27 s.s.

ct 27 Oct 27 s.s.

ov 27 Jan 28 s.s.

AMATEUR ACTIVITIES 

FIRST CAU. G 3MPH 

CHIRRIPO 

MONTROSE 

.ARGU.AL 

RADIO ORGANIZATION YOU BELONG 

(YLY) 

_______ ---:, _ ___:_ __ 
Jun 28 Feb 29 s.s.

------------

ar 29 Jul 29 s.s. ____ ......;. ______ _ 
Sep 29 Mar 30 s. s. LACONIA

(Additional - use reverse side.) 
- r, - -------- ---- - -- ----

14, 21, 
RK FREQU8NCI�S 

MEMBER "CQD 1 era CLUB 'l (Those ,mo have sent CQD or SOS and/or abandoned ship) 

NAME SHIP DATE SOS (Circumstances on reverce side) ------
iEM+EM ---W+wae+?W 

YOU SERVE AS 0FFICEn on DIRECTOR ON BOARD 01'., DIRECTORS IF NmlINATED ? Yes 
(Please use reverse side or additional B¼xll II sheet s for additional bio�ra_n_h_i_c_a_1•

1
\\I 

• ::ta. \Ve may use in future issu es of "PORT 0 1 CALL" et cetera) e-'. 1--=.--D--
;;:;;zq
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,JHI I HAVE S 'RVED IN ( C ntinu 

Frorn To Name 

I arch 1930 Jan. 1932 s.s.

Jan. 1932 Jan 1a3 6.S. 

July 1932 June 1933 rawler 

Jan. 1934 Dec. 1935 s. . 

All my ships u to 192 had. spark 

The s. s. San Quiri an oiler; a 

of hip 

CARIN HI.A 

B:CRENGARIA 

'/IL H HUMPHRIES 

BCVEAR 

sets only (u lly rotary gap. 

Rx. had a bri emitter valve ( tube 
'{ � uenched Gap Tx. T e In9. • n 

as the RF stage followe' y Xtal 
detec or an "'udi a:n • I ,r s e ecte to take subsc iption pre s daily 
from GBR with this ri - even on the run fr , 3. A. to an dro, Cal. via Ca 

1he stand-by Rx was a 'agnetic Detector! 
e Horn. 

The s.s. BERENGARIA in 193?. still had her old 5 1m �ue hed Gap Tx on 00 mete 
( sor y, 500 kHz!). This rock crusher was just the job for s.' encin the o 'osition! 

er anal Details 

I am a Fellow of the In tituti of Radio nd l ctro ·c :Cna·neers and 
F ow oft e -nstitution of r iuct·on �ngin ers. 
During World 11ar II I ,;as � ving as Lieut · nt Com:n � .N. V.R. 

taff of Vice Admiral ' 1
, Br· tish acific F �et, s 

a , : ci�ic Theatre. 

I am at present Superintending Electronic Co unications Engineer, 
Government,Comrm.mications Head uarters, heltenha�, Glos. 

I wo db pleased to serve as Overseas Officer 'as Director 
coverin British or E opean activities. 

0 



"Windrush" 

16th arch 1969 

Oakley Road , 

Cheltenham, Glos., 

GL52 6NZ, 

England. 

Mr. Frank Geisel, 
Society of ireless Pioneers, 
Sant a Rosa, Calif. 

Dear 0 rank, 

as very pleased ( at last!) to r eceive yours of 20th Dec ember 
whic h has taken n early three months to get hereo It must have cane 'long path'! 

Glad to learn that any national ities are acceptable as members.' 
Enclosed is my applicat ion and check for 17 .OO. I will certainly QSP the info 
to my friends - particularly those at our Ham Club G.'3.SSO. I get a lot of 
visitors to my office; what is needed is an impressive certificat e on th e wall 
to arouse their curiosity and envy. I hoe the Society issues one. 

I was very interest ed to hear about KPH. I must have worked you 
lots of times during 1930 - 1932 he n I was serving in the Cunarder CARINTHIA 
which spent her whole time do ing exotic pleasure cruises out of New Yorlc. She 
had one of the first short wave Xmit ters - a Siemens ½ kW one-tube self­
o scillating job - and we were expected t o  maintain worl�de canmunication with 
the States at 21 cents a wo rd. It was tricky in tho se ays. I ofte n found that 
the only SO wi th the U. s .. was around 3 a. m. - no t to CC but 'over the top' to

KPH. You may remember GLKr. 

As yo u'll see from my Application, FIERE means 'Fellow of the 
Institut ion of Raiio and Electronic Engine e rs' - equivalent of your I.E.E.E. 
Yes - our zip codes are quite a mouthful. By the way, 'Glos.' is the 
abbreviation fo r the county Gloucestershire - pronounced 'Glo ster'. y house 
is on a hill with a large garden, with pine trees for antennae mas ts; my long 
wire is a full wave on 80 meters. Your QTH on I alnut Creek sounds very nic e. 
I get over to the States fairly frequently but usually only as far as 
Washington. Perhaps I ca n arrange to travel via San Francisco one of these gays 
o n  my way to the Far East (I travel quite a bi t in m y  job) ani if so will
try to fix it so t hat it coincides with one of your re-unions.

Hope yo u are enjoy ing your retirement. y turn comes next 
year whe n I hope to be able to give more time to the ham shack than I am 
able to, at present. 

If there is anything I can do to help things alo ng by  acting 
as a focal point for dealing with Brit ish/European membership I would be only 
too pleased - and it might cut down on the mail bill! 

-

Looking forward to hearing from you again before very long. 

Best wishes far:- the success of the Society -

11 73" 

�"-�� 
(Norman G. Sykes) 
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n. onnan a. Sykoa, Eaq.,
"Windrush" Oakley . d 1

Cheltenham, Glos. 
Gl52, GNZ t • ;LMID • 

Dear Mr. Sykeas 

April 7 1969 

I haw at band your appli tion and le�ter ot ?-hrch 16th 
19M which ia Yer-y intoresting. I 1 ve alao noted 
reply trom our Vioe Proaidont in charge of mbentbip, 

li�ioatione, etc. 

I would like to take thia oocaaion to add my amall 
voic of welOQlllee • arc gaining. many aemberw f:rom 
the fllrl.oua nationa of the world and may I congratulat. 
you on being the fi.Ntt firm member b"Om Great Britain. 

l haw one parU-cuarl7 good triond with the Dritiah
GoY&l"dllNNlt in Civil Ariat�on. llia D81118 i• &rio 
Robtnaon. My wife and I visitod hia and hia lovely 
wife Patricia on ou:r "round the worldn trip a fflW 
yean back. Just hnder if you know him ? 'Ihey li,re 
in Bishop'• Stontord, Herta. He i• a nnd follow. 

Since you 'ft vol\Jlltffred to be our Oversoaa Officer 
(Direotor) oayering ONat Britain and European activitiea, 
we would be most pleaaed to gi'ft you this oaaniaaioo 
tor the eard.ng year to •• how it will work out. 

oow ha-n manbel"9hip of nearly l50 ( youn ia 332 but 
• veral week& old) in the courae of about a year ao we
teel our organianUon will hopefully bocame one of the
world•• l.argeat ''bmaa•poundora" o. nizatiooa.

We pledge our d:lreo'Wd intereat to thoae who haYG enrned 
their Uv1ng at the key and I am sure that our interest. 
t.rnnacenda all bot.mdariea. I sure also thnt our 
COBIIIOh background rill turnish n w.rlety ot oxporience in 
the era of wtreleaa and radio thn t can not help but 
inte:n■t all nationala. 

Our od b-iend, Frank Geiael haa been in char e of one 
of the rld'• outstanding traffic atntiona for many yeara 
and hi• trienda are legend. We welo you to our ataf� 
o� diati.nguM)ted wt rtUl8 and pion I'll wl\o have left their
mark on the hallmark of ti •·

Cordially yolll'B illinm A. Dreniman 




