
Sociahle ci ty of D!l iren -S . ?fanchurfa . ,. -
·, . 1 •• ·; The rr.enfolks still sport'3d a long braided que 11a do�Yn their bn cks i'lhilo the l.:ancharian 

· ��oxen '11a ddled  around in a;·;kNa rd looking shoe s .  Their feet were bound t,igh t ·wi th texturized
ta pe fabri c when they were just  b51bie·s . I t  had been i n  vogue fo1· centurie s .  I t  l'/as fa shion
able to be bound ,  ·and for those who le ft their feet  unbound were conside re d frorn a
�e d i ocre cla s s  family . The ships of the U . S .  As iati c fleet ·Nere disbanding a fter a we ek of
b a t tle maneuve rs and target practice . The flagship HullW which I ·,•1as  on , dropJBd its anchor
off the coa s t  of South 1,!anchuria neer tha seaport of Dairen ( Lu-ta ) . The c ity of Da iren ,·,a s
unc:er Ja prne se control . In  1923 , the seaport wa s quite ;thriving terminal  for the ];)anchurian
tra r.scon tinental railway • The population was over one million , composed r.iostly of l,ianchus ,
Chine se , Koreans , Ja pne se and Russians . The µi ople ware aggre ssive. and dedicate d to their
c ivil govern!l!e:1t . They;\1.&rproud of their beautiful tree-line streets,  their efficient
ci ty trans ror,ta tion and its efficient public utilities . There were not many busse s :in 1923 ,
but the effic'iently manned tram71ays ran down the main business center to the train depot
and then circled around to re turn u p  town like the cars did on " Market S t . " in SanFrancbco .

Shady tree s still green vii th large leave s in la te August brought fond memories  of the sta t.-, 
Oregon and 7ra shingto;i , the evergreen country of the · great North·,1est·. I was · tour"ing the to;vn , 
transferring fro:n rickshaws to horse-drawn buggies ,  called Russian 1 1 Drosh.ky' 1 • They were 
light and open , four-wheeled carriag.9 3 . The dr.iver sat high in front nit h  a corn,11.,mding vie·,t . 
The rear i:a s senger seats were shining \1hite-cushioned  seats . It brought ba ck s�veet memorie s 
of our childhood days of . 1911-12 in Portland Oregon . The craze in private transportation 
anongst ths more affluent s ociety ·wa s 4-wheeled buggies yiith fringes on to p • 
S ometime s I. w ould get off riding the Droshky and took to • le gging" ' i t  in the commercial urea . 
Mos t  of the shops and stores· · i'lere elega."ntly dis p.ayed ,•;i th surerabu..�dance · of merchandise . 
It had a touch of codern Ja pmase "Know-ho11 1f. They kept the sidewalks and. streets very 
uleen , always ready· to SW90p and washdo11n each .busine_s s  night . Large signs and posters  
;va re advertised  _ in Japanese-,  - Chinese and Pidgin-English . Their English .ads  brought 

· a lit tie laught e r  to the foreigner : ·. pass :fog · a medior;re mas sage-'-salon - . , .Sill rub i1p und do·:,
till you fa ll to nice dreao3 1 1 ; p2. s sing a corner apot l: :! c3 ry  - n c lap today , gone tomorro·.'I -
try th9 nice h2rbs !' ;  pa ssing a Gei sha tea-parlor - · �!£:i,,e delicious teas and. girls for sale n .
ll othlthatandir.5 the J fanciful ' english - - in the famous 11 Y oshiwarall dis tricts where the
Je.par.es9 ge ish:!. _girls reign supre2e , there were large elabora te tea pavilions with colorfu l
and  a t tra ctive entral'!ce halls . Th� legend says whe11 the Ja µnie se militar::v took ovar a s

- ·p::>tenta te · or · S o:.rt.:1::anchuria � - the · ·s -:insuous ·G-en-• . ·Satoh under :- his . ·  co;;urand r1 ould - .tolernte only · 
the · graceful ◊-£' the gra cast"  1 gei 3':J.a·s 1 · iri his area . N one was· too · good - for his officers a11d 1 .'.G n
Japane s �  fro:1 tr:e mos t affluent s ociety in Dairen ca me for a nights ente:rtainraent . The/;tare
dre s sed in th'3 finest of garb - silk and satin gmrns with large obis of colorful designs .
Beautiful Ja pa::e se  w omen e s c orte d by the affluent busine s s  man - r1ea rin€: the native rrnoccm
shoe s .  4ike na tive· Ja pan � the · 1adies carrying colorful si:J.k-ivory fanf.; - - gracefully
koi'f-towing dee ply to the seni or-a ge folks with the greate st· of re spect . Their de ep-seated
traditions  a nd l:!usto!:ls kept the foreign s ociety- aloof f;rom this sphere of relationship�

The la'rge settle r:ent of  • i'ihite 1 Russ ians · rema "ined _a •.·,ay in  their own exclusive coterie .
Tne tall rus sian ' bourge ois ' whirling his ivory-carved cane ��j e stica lly escorting . his
blonde 1 russky ' girl gracefully alit from a sleek black russian 1 droshky 1 with two
shining black ste e d s . Uniform�d door-men came out from fa3hionable ' Cossa ck ' lounge to
e sc ort the henc.so;;i.� cou pl.e to the door . It  was twiligh t and the colorful neon lights were
s�itched on for the e vening customers . Inside , the russian combo ' wa s fiiling the air
w i th tune s  frc:::i �!os-kva .  Already ,  the rr.a j e stically set tables in the orchestral area
V'le re fully occupied , and the rus s ian belly dancers had received their cue to enter the arens .
Th'3 ·rus·sian  po.::-po;n clru:r.3 end girls with their noisy castane ts were -beating aVJay .
l,!e a n-.,hi le ,  th� r:,ay cro71d we re busy lifting their right e lbo-.�s , and tiehtly clenching and
rta ving their s p r'.<ling gla s 3  of rich wine and champ,".l one . .  uA. form of · toastinQ' \'13.S at hand .0 

�it> 
_, 

Chine se generally use the te rm I Ka!!!-bay • ;  the ' Yanks  I a s/:'ie re called used I bottoos-up ' ;
but ·nhy didn ' t  the Rus s ians use the ir  own t•3rra of I Ka-':;a tz r ? They re.1-----eatcdly toa s t e d  the
S}:a�cinavian  ter□ of ' Skoal ' , sY. oal ! q  The se forffier nussian citizens e s cafed across  the
P.us s i a n  border c!uring the re volution us refugee3 , only to find s oll! c e  and cor!l.fort. in
Menchurin ' s Earbin ,  K a lgn n ,  Charh.J r ,  Dairen and Chin e se seaports to the south .
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. 'fhe Ea rthqua ke a lert of 1923 .
An n larr.tlng ne·ns broadcast fro:n J a pan v,a s rece ive d in th� shi p ' s wirela ::i s  roo;:;'.I . 

ON S e pt 1 1923 , the USS Huron , fla gship of the Asiatic fle et wa s nnch·o�e a in tee

harbor off the port c ity of Dairen , s outh ?Ja nch 1.1:-ia . Th9 Jn pne s0 'r'li�eles s station 5  
JCS , JO::l a n d  J O U  were send ing out urge nt c a l l s  to the ir nava l  squa drons a nd t heir 
comnercial ships a t  sea to re tur;.-1 ir;, .. --::e diately to Japan or the neara s t  port to assist 
in a nati onal emergency .  11 l' o!rnhama a nd T okyo and suburba n c itie 3 enci to'ifns j �rre d by 
n Ii'.a j or earthquake with e ntire t o'llns a fire and many thou s a nd� feared deadn wa s the 
gist of the disa strous news . . The dots and da she s e m.i  t ted from 'I'oX'JO ware -in the 
Ja pane se Kana c ode . Unfortu..'1a tely, the USS Huron ' s  only radio opera tor who was a-n 
expert in re ce iving Kana wa s a shore · on liberty . For us vi.ho reti.a ine d aboard , 71a were 
able to da te'ct the imme diate urgency of the broac;l.ca s t  when a CQ CQ came through the 
th9 600 Eeter band re JDrting the heavy damage and fire caus e d  biJ the e a rthquake . 
The sa later communique s r1ere transmitt e d  in English frora a foreign ship op-era tor who 
Yia S  able to intercept a nd tra nsla te -the na ture of its e mergency in the Morse code . 
It was also interce pted by radio amateurs on the hamband . In response to the emerge�cy 
c a ll ,  all the ships of all nationaliti e s  in the vicinity of Ja pan chs.nge d the ir course 
180 degre e s  and with a ll boilers s tearaing ful� bla s t  headed to�ards J okor..a�a , Tok-Jo, 
K obe , Nagoya and Osaka . Tha ether in and around Japan was all agog with dots and da she s . 
Interce pti ons of fla sh ree s s a ges from An9rican Pre s i dant 1ine s ships and code mes $age s 

· from Cana dian S teamshi p line rs indi c a te d  they also had re ceived the ca ll for hel p
i n  a r,..ati onal emergency • . They a l l  tµrne d ba ck and hea d.e d in a ships r a c e  t o  help out .

It wa sn ' t long that urg9nt c orumu.Ji,ique s from the U . S .  governme nt and th9 defense
de partrr:ent were broa dca s t  a cros s the high-po·nered .( 500K",1 )  transcittars of NSS/NPG/N PU

_ N PO/N PN in a cha in relay to a ll ships and s tation s  of the _ Ia cific and Asiattc fleet .
· _ . The Ameri can Ad�ral aboard the USS . Huron· ws s ·de signate d .the senior· foreign nava l

officer afloa t .  He t1as to proc e e d  full steam to a rrive in I o�ohal:l!a bay a s  soon as
po s s�ble -with food and pc:·ovisior!s of blanke ts , tents and a ll the medica l aid th.1t 
c ould be f o s tered . Seven._ de strc;yers of the _US?{aval J8th_ divi sion we re abruptly ints rrupt0 c: 
in their rr.aneuvars � ;.d target pra ctic e to speed a t  3 5  knots to Japan to render all 
the hll.!P.a n a i d  pos sible . Th9 ne.v! 1 s great. s upply ship the USS Blackhawk was orde re d 
to. load . .  u .p a t  Chafoo 1 Sh�rntung p:-c·,ince . . w-i th million·s of· . dollar in e mergency. . supplies 
for_ irffi:le diate d 5, s pa tch to tha fla :iing cities of Jar.an . . . . . 

Here on bo:;.rd th9 flagship Euro:i , the ne,vs wa s fla s he d  to e varyone aboa rd · to pre pare 
a ll h3nds t o  unfaili ngly supp:,rt thi s great mis sion of mercy , and to make great 
sacrifices of food , blanke ts and proYi s ions ne c e s s a ry  to susta in hu.rasn life . 
Wa loa de d u p  with bi tu.:rinous coal in the · big holds to o verflowing even unto th9 · 
compa rtments of our s le e ping quarte rs into the hammock bins . Canned goods and 
frozen meats were store d to the fulle st capacity . S tra'if mats and re ed baskets were 
a pirt of the su wlie s .  · 

In Darien ,  our shore pa trol wa s hea vily augmented by a dditi ona l men carrying 
bull horns up and do,m the a rea am1ouncing the re call of all navy n;e n to ·return to 
the ir ships imoedia tely .  Their shore liberty wa s abruptly termina ted . I t  did., 1 t take 
ve ry long to mus te r  them . The call for a i d  wa s beiI!g an swered . We a ll were dedicated 
to thi s  gre a t  mission of ffie rcy . T he ships crew of 75 men in the e ngineroon, usually 
ca lle d the 11 Bla ck ga ng'' c onsisted of the chief engine e r  and his a s sistants ; such a s  
e ngineme n ,  ma c hinist-mate s ,  firer.:en-s toke rs who fe d coal ·  to the hot burners . T o  ke ep 
18 boile rs s teame d  up a t  full bla st require d an additiona l 25 stokers . The order 
f'rom the c hie.f of staff wa s to _ ke e p  the 18 , 000 ton arr;;ore d-crui ser running a t. top 
speed of: 20 k.'1 ots . A call for volunte ers from a ll l>ranches of the ships crew wa s 
is sue d through the loud s pe ake r sys tem . The · shifts Y1 ould be on a bssis of 4hrs on a nd
4 hours off until arrival in Yokohama bay . A gre a t  re sponse c a me f'ro:n those who we re 
off-duty hours volunteere d  • r,ien from the ·Hire le s s  gang ; ho spital a p  rrentice s ,  striker s  
f o r  ye oman and s toreke e :p3rs ; seamen a n d  c oxswains fro!:l the d e c k  gang ; a ll ans·,1ered the 
call for ne eded c oal shove lers and fire- s t okers . It w a s  a dirty and ·dus ty j ob belo;f de c� s . 
The t e m�ra ture in the boiler room was 102-107 degre e s  fahrenhe i t . N on-fire�en n ot 
� c clim.3 ted to the intense he 3 t  would pass out fro!ll exhaus tion . H o-Neve r ,  we all 
volunte e red to help s toke the fire s and can the shovels in the engineroom .  we rraye d 
for s trength and e ndurance . 
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Batten-down the ha tche s anchors aweigh . 

With a ll hands present and a c c ounted  for , the famous USS Huron , n · four-sta cker of  
tlorlc-i'lar-I vintage with all 18  boilers at full l:>la st and the high.;.po-;1ered ( 301-"i'/ ) radio  
a r c  transmitter pounding at  high s pi ed ; finally aweighe d anchors . Ne·✓e r in  the hi stor1 o.f 
the ships legend had its engine po·11er  ever reached its top pgc1k a s  on thi s  m s s ion of 
mercy to a belea guered notion . A s  we pllled out of the r�llow Sea port - the ships 
c or:: J:B S S  duly read  L�O degrees  a hard we st. into a heavy wind and churning sea . He ports 
:re c e ived by radio and weather sta ti ons read  gale vtarnings over 40 knots f:rot1 a sou th
we s terly dire ction - and JX)SS ibly reaching typhoon intensity in 24hours . Cam� the bla s t  
fro::;i tl:e ships loudspeaker : 11 Pre P3-re for the worst ! Tighten all  hatche s ,  secure a l l  port : < _ 
roll up �11 tarps fore-n-a ft , and shore--up all the coal on the ' de cks" . We W9re in for . 
a rough voyage . The ships turbine s re stle s s ly driving thousancs of horsepo� e r  o� to the 
propellers . A heavily loaded armored-cruiser with 4-smoke stacks with steel-ne tted 
conning to1ters and 8 armored rara pe t s  of 8 inch guns v1ould have been able to  ride 
through the storm . The 11EYES 1 t of the Typhoon "l"'la s loc9te d a t  a JX)int 150 mile s S . S  .E  
off the coa s t  of southern Honoshu islands , traveling at  a slo.1 s paed westerly a t . 15MFH .
Storms of this nature were known to suddenly change its course . We were ready for
the worse . There were no coffee-breaks or rest peri ods . Those found loafing �ere
iD!uedia tely a sked to shuttle black coal across the deck to c oal a pertures and shoots
to the hot engine room . The storm �a s blo�ing the loose coal dust - and soon the entire
ship wa s blackened . The white-skinned sailors to'!.::ik on a dark-pigrrrented color •. The wh.it8
haID!l!ocks usually stowed ·in their re s r,ective lofts were layered wi th co3l dust .
Never did the HURON ( which ,9a s  calle d  the S outhDakota ) e ver emit such  a trail of da rk
bla ck smoke .from its four s tacks . Every -so ofte:r:i , the _ enginerooo was given the ord�r
to .use the;ir bloiYers. , which '!ould ceu_se the · smo_kes_tacks to -�mit the _ bla<:!k _ s oot t},.3 t

· wa s accumulated·- i n  the . exhaust system.  I t  was the size of sno-,,1 flakes only turneddark
and fl oat in the atmosphere and sticking to your skin, like a s potte d le opard .

lt  wa sn ' t but a few hours at sea , _ the medics <!arrying portable oxygen __ equirment and
bottles· of alL!:lonH'I;r,7follm1ed . by a c orps · of stretcher bea rers . They venture d into
the hot engL�eroom to  resus c i t3te the victima of heat-stroke . The redhot furna ce
v;a s oi:ened for :(eriodid stoking , and with the furna ce door wide opgn - - the hea t

. from the red burning c oals  shot out -a s. from a .gun turret , knocking out . the sto:-cers
at hourly- intervals . On tirr:e · off fron radio wgtche s :,  I volunteered to sirovel c oal from
our c o�pc 1rtxent-bla ckene d se� tio� to coal shoots below . It was hard enough for us
Vlh o ,rnre  not inured to hard 7/ork .  We sweated during the sultry weather under cloudy
skies . The loss  of salt frocn our bodies often caused. the exhaustion , \'Jhich te ndad to
make one vcm.i.t and suffer di z zy s i:ells . we · v,ere given teaspoonful of salt in fre sh
wa ter from the scuttle butt . . Those who suffered seriously Yiere n::a de to lie do-,,n 'iri th
the hea d lo·N and his clothing loosened . Ylhat a relief it  ;'las for the overheated s t cker
to emerge int.o tha fre sh cool air l Instant resusci t� tion t · · 

Way a c ross the ocean to  SanFrancisc o ,  our busy staff of \,irele s s  o J9ra tors \'la s
ra pidly burning up the air with their dot-da sh method of sending news to both navy a nd
CO!:L;--iarcial com.'llunication c ompanies , namely , Mackay Radio stati on KFS . The SF navy

· s ta tion was NPG . Like the ships engineroom, the carb on arc cP�mber of the highp-0�er
wirele ss  transmitter was T\.!11..,.'1ing continuously hot . It wa s seldom shut d mm d uring th:i.. s
emergency ,  and only shortly for a P3riod o f  longdistance re ception . The insula tion o f
the very high frequency coils w a s  thin c o a t  o f  rubber . Just before the o re rator ignite d
the arc cha:nber with pink alcohol , he would always che ck to see if  the big antenna ·
s�itche s were thro�n to the right and als o check to s e e  if  there �ere any of the ships
ma scots

,. Pa cro,  the s outhsea mon!-:ey or the 3 yr old cat , Pinky wa s not snoozing on
the wa rm insula ted c oils , which TTa s just  inside of a large port-hole . Over anxiousne s s
to ge t the emeri:;ency dispatche s to  the S ta te s ,  the o prator forgot to look a n d  ch9 ck  -
The highpo7!er svii tche s wa s thrmm to the right e nd the a lcohol wa s a dded to  the c harr.ber
to cre a te the high arc  voltage s and  the hieh frequencie s , nhen  a big animal-s ounding
"ifhoos h - the only s i ght noticeable was a frightened hairy 1;io:-2_key le a ping through the
open porthole into the stormy sea . The first tragedy of our e rrand of mercy .
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On Septaraber 3rd, the hesvy sea-s 'becal!� violent - churned up a stror..g -typhoon traveling 

northi'lard fron tha southeast tip of ooleaguered Japan. To1'.yo and Yokohac:a was being virackad 
up by a severe esrlhquake of over 7.0 on tha Richter scale. 

The sle<::?k-looking armored cruiser HUR.mi, the flagship of tha senior naval officer of th;) 
Asiatic fleet, was truly e:u'iibiting its saa·,wrthiness and stamina far beyond th8 call of dut/ .. 
Against a formidable storm, th3 mighty cruiser rose to the occasion. The po�erful engines 
having released every important cubic foot of steam po'Mdr into each and evary :piston caused 
the undaunted cruiser to shudder and sM�i'TJ at tha pov1arful onslaught of to;,ering \'lavas. 
V.anufecturars maximum s:paed capacity on smooth s9as 'n'as 22 knots, but, today, tha HUP..O!-l
broke its min record by bravely maintaining a s:i:,eed of 25 knots in a swollen sea.
The ship writhed and tossed; so�ti�es it dove like a jack-rabbit into a high crest
which brought the towering seas over the wL,g of tha bridge dack. From nbaft, simultaneously
the ship's stern would lift high above the watarli..�a, causing the gigantic powe� r�layed
to the p!'opellers to spin freely above watar. It er.:ulated the 4-stacked destroyers of the
45th division in heavy seas. But the tonnage wa3 minimal (1800 tons) coIJpared to th9
HUEON'S 20,000 gross tonnage. . 

The typhoon-brad antics of tha HURON shook and toss�d the wooden yard-arcs and tha 
fragile cage-like antennas. Thirty kilowatts of high frequency current, vias l:::ei...,g tra{lsmitted 
into the ship's antenna each ti!i:e the wireless o�erator depressed the morsa-like handkey. 
Urgent communications had to be established with both land and sea stations in this, 
a humane call in tine of natior.al disaster. 

Looking up at a loosanad guy �ir� which broke from tha uooden yerd-arm, I saw gigantic 
high voltaga sparks grounding to a metal guy, Tihich would r�va be9n fatal if touched by 
human hands. With each lurch and pounding of th9 ship brought; on a flash of electric 
charges leaping across the lhre · cage antenna ·to the loosa_ned guy a 100ft above deck. 

:A mo�ent bafore I �as able to.re�ch the ships radio center, the woode� .arw »as ·on fire. 
The ships po�er antenna would very wsll unloosen itself from the insulated fastenings to 
the srar and the ships to1:ering. n:ast. Ha.ving wended ey way through tha windhg ship 
passageways, it seamed· like it t'ock an ·hour before I' reached radio center. - .. 
Tha ·,,ire less oy.3retor ·on duty n?.S I t�ac 1, the oldest ·sailor(in time served in the .Asiatics) 

,· of the radio. g8ng. Ha_was_ pounc,�g the brasa both energaticaliy and very professionally, 
trying to reach. the r1a.st coast. of the USA •. I found· hira squatted pn a swi val chair with 
both of,his -lc�g-legs crossed unce� his -0uttocks�·It did not det�r his effort3 to

exarcisa his ;:::-oficiency as a rac.io op,9:rator. \'Tith tight cushioned ee.r phones strapp,9d 
·to his head and con.fi!l9d to a narrow receiving-booth, he failed to hear my warning.

1:Tha radio yarc-ar!:l Is on fire t 1: Ee kept pollnding away. I ran quickly to the arc room to
. pull the n:.3in s�itc:1 to the trans:litter where the relays "l"lere activated •. The ·po"/'/erful
motor generators ce:tsed to operate and the arc qh3mb9r deactivated and.the alcohol valve 
turned off. L:ac mustered up tha entire radio gang. Ha was aware of .-,hat happened aftar 
ha h.3d be-an-deprived of key· co:::itrol. "All hands report' to the boat deck, the radio yard
erm is afire 11 , he belloned to his aides. Yes, it was now a roaring fire, a 100ft up on 
the ln..'lst. The fat bo' suns mat� r.sn to the iron cleats and began lo11ering tha flaoing 
1r.ast pieces to the deck balov,. "Is the radio anten.'1.3 deactivated ? I don't mmt to 
risk eyself on a high-voltaga ;,ire, ya' know, 11 the mat9 called out. 11Yeah, I decorL!
missioned the radio room, loTisr it away", I replied and gestured. The gala was blo�ing 
a storm ne.ar 60 miles an hol.U'. I hsd admired I ole Mac 1 , who had the situation •,,all under 
control. He ordared his strikers to fetch an emergency anten.,a from the store roon. 
It uas to have been a treaandous task to have to replace a high antenna during a �hirling 
gale end violent seas, �hich washed over the bridge deck. The hustling work craw bared 
their bodies dmm to their I skivvies 1• They were reluctantly getting a briny sea bath. 
Cor.r:!3nder-in-�hief of the Asiatic fleet, Adoiral Anderson was temporarily dapri7ed of 
co:nnunication facilitbs, and the HURON was weatherL,g a typhoon at sea. Blo7t L"J9 don'n, 
I tl-!.ought r1ildly. ·nhat Ylould all _th=l contacting ships and naval stations on land think ? 
kll of a sudden they lost all radio contect with the Admiral end his fl�gship. They could 
dream up any unforeseen incident that might befall the USS HURON in storm araas. 
Do,m b9lon at radio center, with all the powerful receiving sP9akers tumed on, I could 
hoar nUi:!-3rous stati ODS cnlli•,..,a • 11 A6·1 A6·7 · r N •. 
�'/· l . ,, d· h 

- "" ••:::, .us· t� ' ' , you are Z!u Zlu·i, what seer:;1 to be YJron,.,?! 1 
0 8 10-:... Y 3 d been out of radio ccn-r,rol fo;:- 60 minutes. We just couldn rt ans-;var.

0 
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co sreOND9 'i'O HO®U (fOR .HOM/l'HE; BEL!.. TOLLS) 

. , . 

The good ship USS HURON arrived in Tokyo bay after a technical delay of ten hou!'s or 
mor-e. Ru�ors had it th.at the Koreans rrho had been raluctant subordinates to the Japanese 
rulers were fon�nting riots and en..�ncing th� conflsgration. In the Jokyo-Yokohama area, 
there lived over 100,000 Koreans and 44,000 Chine3e. The prevailL,g rumors caused th� 
central authorities to exact c::3rtial la� and hold all for9ign ar.d alien i:-erson...,91 for 
investigation. Uany innocent people fell under the pop�lar fury c�used by th� unv�ri
fied reports. The US NA.\"'Y TI3S a bit flabba!"gasted by the con-�inued reluctance of th9 
port authorities to permit Americsn vesse},s to enter Tokyo bay·f.or aidlng in rescue 
orerations. The h1JRON had amply lo9dad at CHEFOO la�ga supplies of neats a�d food 
provisio�s fo� the needy refug�ss. Th9 Stewart, a 4-stackar dest�oyer, was dsspatched 
at top s?3ed to Yokohama to repo:rt condition::3 ° in advance, only to be_deniBd_ entrance 
to Tokyo b:q, The USS DORIE was quickly dispat-::hed to ifagas<1ki to pie':{ up ·::i.adic!ll sup
plies f"or the thousands of -wou:idad. The USS RIZAL, anothe:r 1}-stacka:r-, v1as kept on th9 
ale�t at Dair-en, and acted as an ihlportant radio ralgy coc::i'.L,ic2tion. ship for C-L,-G 
Asi.st:fo. Tb3 gigantic USNavy s'...lpply ship USS BLACKEA',Ti< was quickly· dispatched to tha . 
po:::-t of Tsingtao for imrr.Bdiate supplies. Tho re!nai.'1ing destroye'.!"s of the 38th division 
acconpa:nii:;d by (COMDESRONS) tee co:nander of de:atroyar squadron,3 ·Asiatic �?:ls also 
c.espatch-ad to. aid the needy in ;'.'okona!IU:\·city •. Destroyer divisions .forty-t.hrae and forty
:fiV9 were in Chini'langtao unc:e:- prep:::-ations for an im.:-::ecliate e��rgen.cy call. · 

After t::a entrance delay, th:1 huRO:N proc'3eded to nnchor a fe'i'f thousand yards off 
fro::1 tee b:=-eak',1atar that d.isa:;::;,eired under the si.ITfac-3 durb"lg the fh·3t end subsar-1u::rnt 
shoc�s. i'Ta a::-:r-ived to e::q::-e:rie:nc,:3 e long cooh1 of after--shocks. It causad mini-tidal 
action3 -L""l the bay. Many of thoa� structure3 on the hiJ.l-3ide of Yokoln::1a that we� 

. wea�-rnned stru�turally by the o!""iginal shocks finally c::.me .t,.nnbling do�m and crash,ai:1 
on to tha roc':;.7 coa3tlina. It was quita visibl·3 fron th.'3 deck of tha anchorad ships.·
Then ca-::r:3 acro3s th9 P.A. sys�:n of the Admiral's directives. 11 Hl:!sr. Ye, all those 
�rso:mel abaa:::-d having t-.10 wool'3n bh1nket.s, prepare to do:13te ona for hU.:"!'.3nitarian 
need asho:::-e. Also to tighten your belts. All fresh meats and vegetablBs ers to be 
oistribut�d to the needy to pre--;-ent starvation. You will subsis t. on canned and fro:::en 
foods U."ltil f'urth,3r notice •11 Ob7iously, there r-10:re no dissidants. For several weeks diet, 
it Tl3S '�f skin and c.re:'!m 1 and 'pork and beans' with hlack coffee. 

A select volll;)taer group 713.S chosen to lead a s03.rch party ashore. The report was 
the rwdarn facilities of the USNaval hospitnl on tha hillside had bl.L.""nt, to the grou.,.,d. 
It t1as i:1c-3ed an unpleaaa�t task. -The st-3ncb. -fro:;n burning bodiea penstrated the 'iihole 
area. �7i t:i the aid of some of the forttmata su:rvhrors of tha hospital, ,-i.9 7,9:re luc:.cy 
to have been able to identify so;::e charred bodhis by identifying ring3, ,13tches and 
person3l jenelry. The charred corpse were officislly tagged. The� cana the kero::.:i9na 
gang to .fir.ish off the opsm-tloor crer:iation. Tr.e re::v:lining ashaJ stored in lead bo:ce3 
�hicb rt:r� lebelled and sent b3c� to tha States over both A�ericsn and Ca�adian liners. 
Our search patrol ,7as equipped with a -rihlte face mask. Death, b�sides it's sting, carr.ted 
a f�!1etretin6 stench of burnt and u..-riburnt corpsa or over ll+0,000 victims. I crossed a 
burnt-o'.lt bricgB and from a steel st:rut "i'ias suspended a partial burnt out body of a 
fe;r:ale. Sh� was just ba;:-f:3ly hanging by the support of a fe?t strands of b�r hair. 
To th-9 left or thl3 right, no matter which direct.to:, one t'..n:.:ied, were thi3 sad plight 
of t:-:ousa::1d:3 of refugees hagging for food or medical attention. De3th to so;::a w:is 
th9 easic3t way out. 
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The outside world hac1 realizad the m.3.gni tuda of th9 c3t�strophy and ·,1holeh8artedly 
gave instant response and sympathy to a stunned Jnpan. The ship'n parsonnel b+3sides 
donating their fresh provisions, had alres.dy surrendered half of their 'i1oolen bhnkets. 
Th-:i US Asiatic fleet formally presanted $5 million dollars in supplies, ·while the 
Affiaricnn Red Cross �ade a similar contribution, besides quantities of medicgl supplie3> 
The foreign ships in the Japanese mrbors offered th9ir kind s9rvice3 by taking care 
of refugaes and supplying first aid to m.3ny sufferers. Th� great.sympathy mnifested by 
the United States in this hour of suffering and the superb service rendered by the 
f..t1'3ricsn Acib-sssador Cyrus Woods, are the wonderful memoria3 that no Japar!esa would 
likaly to �var forgat. Even to this vsry day, discounting the man-�da t!'agady of the 
atomic disaster at Hiroshima, it's seemingly unwlievable that in so brief a spac� of 
time without '\73rning that a d-a:n:;;ely populated city of Japan could be s;1ept out of
exlstenc-:, in 60 seconds. · ,,

Ws were infor:ned .ihile on a search end rescw::t mission that day of ofter-shocks,. 
multitucas of refugees had seeked temporary haven undar tha roof of a gigantic 
cem�nt warehous9, when there was an instant tremor causing tha building to collapse 
killing thousands of p:3ople. 

The cities in the area had h3rdly cooled off before reconstruction plans were already 
. instigated by th9 mayor of Tokyo. Tha Reconstruction b0ard hired an American, Dr. Chas. 
Beard, formerly a r!ewYork city municipal rese.9.rchar to ·make a general -sur-rey of tha city .. 
Private :persons ware also anxious to rebuild their home3 and bu3in�ssas as SfBedily as 
possible. It �as� 1 t long that the banks had weathered the financial crisis after 
nine months, and tha progreas ,.-,as near phe!lorr.anal. Schools and Parks, hoit-.3s and busi

·- -n9s_ses began rapidly to emerge fro!!l the ashes 9f Sept. 1st _1923.
The A�aricsn ships, both commercial and US shipping board.vessels plus an ·arn�da of 

w3rships fr-o:n the U.S. Asiatic fleet h9.d gracefully n:rm.:=d:!ad until thay tha:is�lve3 we1�e 
suffar.i.ng near dfclP,:l.etion of fuel .oil and _supplies. The hug� .Tap:mese },...arb.::,r hosted the 
greatest ni.1;-r.b�r of ·;essels of all. flags at any 6ne tim':'Y. It was· a symbol of internat-: 
ional hope and sym_r;athy for a devastated nation. The multitudes of ships of variou3 
sizes and r.=.�ion3lit:l.es were s� ·clo,:;ely anchored tha:t one could al.I:;ost traverse th9 
length of tl::� bay-by foot fro::i ship -to ship.O�e- _gloriou-s scene still i;;ibedded in the 

· deep inner s�nctwn of.my nemoi�s �as the greatest display of elect�ical brlllisnca
when the thou3ands of' rr..agnificent ships s·,d tchad on their \?aro and frie::idly lights
to illu::ninate the grandest floating city of 11 HOPE 11 • It was a synbol and expres3ion
of deep he3rt-felt sympathy to a sister nation from thf: othar nations on the globe.

The HURON; a great ship of nercy, Tias �eighing it 1 s rnud-cloggad 3nchor in the
cool of th':l eV':!ning. She saved r:an:; lives and grac9fully fed many mouths. The ones
on tha beach stood silently ;;ith tearful eyes and thc\nkful he;1rts. The survivors
of stout heart-�ill remain to rs�uild a greater metropolis of the fUtur3.
The HURON's stal�arts stood e�otionally at •attention' as the grac3ful cruisar turned
a 180 degrees. They departed with heavy-hearts and d3ep condolenca -to their loved ones.
As the ship s·:;:bothly .fac-3d the high Yokoha::ia hills to:-1ards t.ha bay entrance, and the
door to the Op,::?n seas, there was fBrvading the silenc� at an auspicious ti�� - the
music of "Auld lang syne 11 • Oht What a beautiful evening, with the NIPPON sun
setting in the i193tern hills as a 11 SAYO::-TA.?.A 11 to r;:;y shipnate3 of tha HUROll. Th9
110RIENTAL SU!�" v,ill. be rising brighter for NIPPO)J, in the ros:ter days ahaad.

The Co�mncer-in-chief Admiral Anderson was proudly acclai�ed for the heroic
S3r-vices rendarad by the Atl-9rican Nav.r. The HURON had other errands to complet43.
The ship '?las way behind schedule. Much had to be do:::10 to get caught up. The ships
cre,'I was re3dy to clean and scrub th3 dirty ship. Decks needed I holy-stoning' and
the gun und armor needed polishing.

As th� ship picked up speed through the mouth of th3 bay, �9 passed nQ�bers of
harbor revetsants and milit2ry rcdan9, which seemed to hava b�e� construct9d ns
underw3ter fortifications.

The ff.I'.?.OH on smooth seas, charted a course to tha II Pear 1 of th9 Orii:mt11 , Shanghai
China. I was originally assigned to a radio r9caiving center for No.valradio Sh=:mg�L

·For these nany a years, I've never found out. Was this playful ship:nate ribbing rr.e?
He said to �• /hile eyeing floaters in the bay. "Dead "27/loat up, detien float do:m'

� �!). b ;q ,-J - trWJt<J l_!ei. . , �./ 




