
LIFE MEMBERS V. W. 0. A. 
The Association announces many Life Members on its rolls and is very hopeful 

of extending this list as eligible Members feel inclined. These Members have in­
dicated to the Membership and the radio industry that they have faith in the Associa­
tion's permanence with its aims and purposes. In becoming a Life Member one is 
marked as one who is heartily in sympathy with the splendid activities of the Associa­
tion, and indicates his support and regard. A beautiful hand engrossed Certificate is 
furnished all Members of this distinguished class. 

We regret that lack of space prevents a more detailed biography of our Life 
Members. However, we have attempted to state in brief a few words concerning 
these gentlemen. 

E. A. NICHOLAS 

E. A. NICHOLAS, General 

Sale Manager, R.C.A. Vic­

tor. Began his career with the 

old United Wirele s back in 

1909, serving on board many 

vessels as a wireless operator 

He later was promoted lo 

shore duty at New Orleans and 

then became Supt. of the 

R.C.A. Marine Division on

the Great Lakes. In 1924 be 

was made Ass't to Mr. ar­

noff, Vice-Pres. and General
Manager of the Radio Cor­
poration. Mr. Nicholas' ad­

vancement was rapid until he

became head of the R.C.A.
Victor Co., Radiola Division. 
Resigning this position he or­

ganized hi own Company a 
distributor of R.C.A. Product� 
in Clticago. A spectacular 
career and an example to every 
embryo young operator of 

today. 

FREDERICK A. KOLSTER 

FREDERICK A. KOL-
STER, Radio Engineer, Inter­
national Telegraph & Tele­
phone Company. He was as­
sociated with the tone Tele­
graph and Telephone Com­
pany from 1902 to 1909 at 
the same time attending Har­
vard University in a special 
course from 1904 to 1908. 
From 1909 to 1911 Mr. Kol­
ster was connected with the 
De Forest Radio Company 
and from 1912 to 1918 he 
entered the Government ser­
vice wi1th the Bureau of Stand­
ards, �s Chief of the Radio 
Section. From 1918 to 1931 
he was Chief Research Engi­
neer with the Federal Tele­
graph Company at Palo Alto, 
Calif. 

He was designated by the 
State Department as Technical 
Adviser to the U. S. Delegates 
representing the Department 
of Commerce at the Interna­
tional Radio Conference in 
London, 1912. 

He is a pioneer in the de­
velopment of radio communi­
cation ; inventor of the Kol­
ster decremeter, the Kolster 
Radio Compass and direction­
al system for radio co=uni­
cation. A Fellow of both 
I.R.E. and AJ.E.E.
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C. W. HORN 

CHARLES W. HORN, Gen­

eral Engineer, N.B.C., is one 

of the high-lights in the broad­

casting world. Co=encing 

as a youthful amateur back 

in 1910, he secured a com­

mercial license and sailed the 

seven seas. Served in the Navy 

as Lieutenant during the war. 
Became Manager of the West­

inghouse radio operations. A 
pioneer in the development of 
short wave transmiss.ion. Since 
his connection with N.B.C. he 
has been personally responsi­
ble for many outstanding feats 

in re-broadcast from foreign 
countries. He is regarded as 

one of the world's foremost 
authorities on radio broad­
casting. A Fellow of the 
I.R.E., Lt. Comdr. in the aval 
Reserve and a member of 
numerous clubs and societies. 
Never too busy to cooperate 
in V.W.O.A. affairs. 
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LIFE MEMBERS V. W. 0. A. 

B. J. MIESSNER 

BENJA UN J. MIESS ER, 
President Mie sner Invent.ions 
lnc. Started his radio career 
in the . S. avy graduated 
from the aval Electrical 

chool in 1908 and served as 
o p er a to r and operator-in­
charge of various Naval Radio
ship and shore stations. He 
became a sociated with John
Hay Hammond, Jr. in torpedo
control research work and later
coordinated with Fritz Lowen­
stein. Attended Purdue Uni­
ver ity in Electrical Engineer­
ing until 1916. Was appointed
Expert Radio Aide for Avia­
tion in the avy Dept. until 
1917. Research Engineer with
Emil J. Simon, aval Radio
Contractor during the World 
War. Acoustical e x p e r t , 
Brunswick Balke Co!Jendar 
Company in development of 
electrical recording and re­
production until 1922. Vari­
ous connections as Chief and 
Con ulting Engineer of many
radio manufacturing concerns
and author of many radio pub­
lications. A welJ-known in­
ventor and Licensor Lo various
radio manufacturers. Has
about 25 U. . and foreign
patent and about 40 pending
applications to date. Had a 
first grade Commercial Radio
Operators license in 1913.
With his charming wife and
two lovely children he occu­
pies a beautiful mansion in 
Short Hills, . J. 

DAVID SARNOFF 

DA YID SARNOFF, Presi­
dent and Dil-ector of many 
Radio Corporation subsidiar­
ies, commenced his career a, 
a wireless operator in 1907. 
with the Marconi Company. 
Hi progress in the radio in­
dustry has been most specta­
cular as he has climbed the 
ladder of uccess tep by step. 
Mr. Sarnoff's directorships 
bu ine s associations, society 
member hips and club affilia­
tions would fill a vohune. He 
bas an Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Science from the 
St. Lawrence niversity. Is 
a Fellow I.R.E., Member 
A.LE.£., . Y. Society for 
Electrical Development, Econ­
omic Oub of . Y. and Fel­
low American Geographical
Society. He wa appointed a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, . S.
Army Reserve Corps in 1924.
A genuine Veteran operator
by virtue of his many and 
early years as a wireless op­
erator with the Marconi Com­
pany. His beautiful clean-cut
Mor e while he was attached
to the Wanamaker Station
will alway be remembered by
operator of that era. The 
story of Mr. Sarnoff's life is
worthy of the aspirations of 
every young man today and 
read like a Lory from Hora­
tio Alger and could well be 
titled "From Messenger Boy
to President of the World',
Large t Communication Sys­
tem". His interest in the af­
fairs and activities of the As­
sociation are continuous and
intense.
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COL. SAMUEL REBER 

SAMUEL REBER, Colonel 
U. S. Army (retired), General 
Foreign Repre entative, Radio 
Corporation of America. He 
was graduated from the West 
Point Military Academy in 
1886 and graduated from John 
Hopkins in Electrical Engii1-
eering in 1894. He wa com­
missioned a Major in the Vol­
unteer Signal Corps during 
the panish War and later 
promoted to Lt.-Colonel and 
Chief Signal Officer. In July 
1900 he was commissioned a 
Captain in the ignal Corps 
of the regular Army and be­
came Colonel in 1916. During 
the World War, Colonel Reber 
served in France with the 
28th and 88th Divisions on ac­
tive duty. His Army service 
was most active and varied. 
covering many campaigns and 
departmental duties. ln 1900 
he was actively engaged in the 
development of the first Amer­
ican System of Radio Tele­
graphy. Is a licensed balloon 
pilot and served extensively in 
the Aviation Sect.ion of the 
Army Signal Corps. The au­
thor of many technical paper 
and books, a Fe!Jow in the 
Institute of Radio Engineers 
and the recipient of the 
Fourth Order of the Ri ing 
Sun, an Officer de l'Etoile 

oire. 

(Ed. note: We regret that 
space doe not permit a more 
detailed biography of Colonel 
Reber's brilliant career, hi, 
cont.r.ibu tion to the art of ra­
dio telegraphy and allied 
cience.) 



LIFE 

C. J. PANNILL

CHARLE J. PA 1 ILL, 
Executive Vice-President Ra­
diomarine orporalion of 

America. Entered the radio 
service in early 1902 with 
Prof. F'es enden. He was Su­
perinlendenl in the Marconi 
Wirele s Telegraph Company 

of America in 1912. When 
the a val ommunication 
sy Lem wa organized in 1914 
�fr. Pannill was appointed Ex­

pert Radio Aide lo the Direc­
tor. In January 1919 he or­
ganized the In lependant Wire­
less Telegraph Company and 
on January 1, 1928 became 
Vi e-Pre idenl and Director 
of the Radiomarine orpora­
Lion of America. later Execu­
tive Vice-Presid 111. He is also 
Vice-President Comite Inter­
national Radio-Maritime. com­
posed of 14 foreign radio 
companie . Is a member of 
lhe leepy Hollow Country 
Club, Am ri an Yacht Club. 

ew York Club. Whitehall 
Club, National Geographical 

ociety, ociety of Marine 
Architects and Naval Engi­
neers and a Fellow in the 
I.R.E. Mr. Pannill i con­
sidered one of America's out­

standing authorities on radio 
communications. He i keenly 

int rested in the Association 

and ever helpful in ils affair . 

MEMBERS V. W. O.A.

W. E. BEAKES 

WM. E. BEAKE , Vice­

Pre ident and General Man­

ager, Tropical Radio Tele­

graph Company. He served in 

the ignal Corps of the U. 

Army in many campaigns in­

stalling telerrraph-telephone 

lines in the Philippine Islands 

and conducting early radio 

experiments 111 lhe Signal 

Corps in 1903. He was asso­
ciated with Prof. Fessenden 

from 1904 until 1912 when he 
became Chief Engineer of lhe 

Tropical Radio Tel. Co., which 

look over the United Fruit 

Company' radio op rations. 

Was appointed to his present 
po ilion in 1928. Mr. Beakes 

was in charge of engineering 

design and con lruction of the 

present and former Central 

American system operated by 

the Tropical Co. Was ap­

pointed delegate to the Hagu 

lnlernalional Radio Confer­

ence in 1929. by the Govern­

ments of Costa Rica, icara­

gua and Honduras. He is a 

member of various Technical 

and Management Commjttees 

in Washington on preparation 

of International radio regu]a. 

tions. \Va appointed a Lieu• 

tenant-Commander in the 

communication branch of the 

Naval Reserve in 1930. 
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G. W. JOHNSTONE 

G. W. JOH TONE. Man-
ager Pres Relations. National 
Broadcasting Company. fr 
Johnstone wa an amateur op· 
erator and experimenter in 
1910 and when War was de­
clared he entered the avy 

and graduated from the New­
port Training talion. Was 
assign cl Lo the Naval Radio 
School at Harvard niversity 
as Code In tructor. He was 
transferred to ea duty at his 
own reque t and aw service 
on many ammunition ship in 
the war zone. Was radio op­
Prator on the George \Vasi,. 
ington when President Wilson 
made his econcl trio to Eu­
rope in February 1919. In 
July 1919 he engag cl in his 
twn hobbies. newspaper work 
and 1 ader in his own jaz1 
band and later became asso­
ciated with Vincent Lopez's 

orchestra. Mr. John tone fore­
.aw broadca ting possibilitie• 

but found no opportunities 

open in his cho en lines of 

publicity or music. Seeking 
to become familiar with 

broadcasting from the in ide 

he accepted a position as con­

trol operator at WEAF. In 

October l92A he b came the 

head of publicity at that ta• 

tion. When the NBC was 

formed he was made Manager 
of Pres Relations which posi­

tion he now occupies. 



LIFE MEMBERS V. W. 0. A. 

FRED MULLER 

FRED M LLER, Marine 
Radio Superintendent Tropi­
cal Radio Telegraph Com­
panv. Entered the Radio field 
in 1908. graduating from thP 
Naval Electrical chool and 
assigned to the Fleet. He 
joined the United Fruit Com­
pany (Radio Dept.) in 1912 
as Operator and later becamf' 
Inspector, having charge of 
installations aboard ships. In 
1917 he served as Officer-in­
Charge Armed Guard (Radi<' 

ectinn). In 1919 he returned 
to his former civil capacitv 
and later was appointed to hi, 
nre ent position with th.­
Tropical Radin Telegraoh 
Comoanv (subsidiary of th� 
United Fruit Company). 

Under his supervision ves-
els of that Cnmoanv were 

equipped with Direction Find­
ers. high and lnw frequencv 
apparatus. and all spark trans­
mitters rliscarded. 

As Marine Radio Suoerin­
tendent Mr. Muller is in 
charge of all Marine activitie, 
of the Tropical Comoany. 1-J,­
is a Lieutenant in the Naval 
Reserves. He was Secretary of 
the V.W.O.A. during 1930 
and Pre ident in 1931. The 
progress of the V.W.O.A. dur­
ing the past many months is 
due in great part to his faith­
ful interest and abilities. 

E. E. BUCHER 

ELMER E. B CHER, A -
istant Vice-President R.C.A .. 

joined the DeForest Wireles 
Company as Experimental En­
gineer in 1903. In this con­
nection he constructed several 
high-power wireless stations 
and was engaged in very im­
oortant experimental wQrk. 
He was also responsible for 
many wireless installations on 
shore and aboard ship. In 
1909 hf' organized a training 
school for the United Wireles. 
Comoanv aod was later ap­
pointrrl Construction Engineer 
and Chief Jn!"peclnr of that 
CnmnRnv. Th" first radio 
school in Pvt York Citv wa, 
initia!Prl by him in 1910. When 
thf' Marconi Companv ab­
snrhPrl the Unitf'd Wireles, 
i•1 1912 he inined the latte· 
Comoanv ::ts f:onstr11rtin11 En­
,,.;,,P,f'r. Mr. Buche1· is the au-
1 l,nr ,,r m.anv terhnical works. 
l-le was aonnh1tP.rl <":nmm,ircial 
Eno:ineer nf the R.C:.A. in 1920. 
:1nrl lntPr hPr..:t'"'1e the Manaaer 
,,r thPir �olPs DPnarlment. ·111 
Ortnhp1• 1927 hP J,,.came A sis­
'""' Vi..-p. Prnsirl,.nt nf thP. 
R.C.A. W;th the formation nf 
th,. RCA Photoohnne in Amil 
1928 he was anoointecl Vice­
PresidP.nt in chanre of com­
mercial matters and on Jan­
na.rv 1. 19 Q becan'P. Ex,.cutive 
Vice-PrPsiclent. On Nnvem­
hP.r ] . 1929 he again assumed 
his duties nf Assistant VicP.­
President of the R.C.A. which 
position he now occupies. 

A. F. VAN DYCK 

ARTH RF. VAN DYCK, 
Radio Engineer, Pat nt Dept. 
R.C.A. Graduated from hef­
field cientific School, Yale 
Univer ity in 1911 with a Ph. 
B. Degree. He wa an amateur 
expe1·imenter and commercial 
operator at sea ( · nited Wire­
le s Co.) from 1907 to 1910. 
After graduation he engaged 
in radio research with Prof. 
Fessenden at Brant Rock. 
Mass. for the ational Electri� 
Signaling Co. until 1912. He 
was connected with the Re­
search De!)artment of West­
inghouse Electric Co. from 
1912 to 1914. From 1914 to 
1917 he was Instructor in Elec­
trical Engineering at Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, Pitts­
burgh. Pa. In April 1917, Mr. 
Van Dyck was called into tbe 
U. S. Navy as Expert Radio 
Aide and stationed at ew 
York Navy Yard and Washfog­
ton. D. C. until June 1919. In 
1919 he joined the Marconi 
Co. at Aldene. N. J. From 1920 
to 1922 he had charge of radio 
receiver design for General 
Electric Co. at Schenectady, 
N. Y. Since 1922 he has been 
as ociated with R.C.A. Com­
panies and is now Engineer 
of the Patent and License De­
partment of the R.C.A. He is 
a Charter Member. Fellow and 
Director of the I.R.E.; Mem­
ber of Engineers', Yale, Dun­
woodie Clubs and LieutP.nant­
Commander in the Naval Re­
serve. 

(Eo1Ton's OTE: It is regretted that the photo and biography of ALONZO S. CARROLL were 
not available for publication in this Year Book) 
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